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Sunday June 2, 2019 

Ascension of Our Lord 
9:30 am 

 

Christ Is Risen!  Alleluia!  Christ Is Risen Indeed!  Alleluia! 
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Acolyte 

Prelude                                               Heaven is My Throne                             Eliot 
Introduction 

In today’s gospel the risen Christ ascends into heaven and his followers are assured that 

the Spirit will empower them to be witnesses throughout the earth.  

The disciples were told to not gaze up into heaven to look for Jesus;  

we find his presence among us as we proclaim the word and share the Easter feast.  

We too long for the Spirit to enliven our faith and invigorate our mission. 

 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  

 
Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

Thanksgiving for Baptism                                            Pastor 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,     

the fountain of living water, 

the rock who gave us birth, 

our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 

 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, O Living One, 

for you have created all, and you water the earth abundantly. 

Oceans and aquifers praise you. Rivers and streams bless you. 

We praise you for Christ, the firstborn from the dead, 

who frees us from sin and raises us up to new life. 

Here at this font we touch the river of the water of life, 

bright as crystal, flowing through the city of God. 

Here, death is washed away forever. 

Here, we are grafted into the tree of life, 

with leaves for the healing of the world. 

 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on this assembly, 

into this community, and throughout all creation. 

Cleanse us from our fears and drown our divisions. 

Grant that all may drink of your mercy and peace, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Gathering Song        All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name                              ELW 364 

 
 

Greeting                                                 Pastor 

The grace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.   

 

Canticle of Praise                                                                 ELW Setting II 
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Prayer of the Day                                          Assisting Minister 

Let us pray together the Prayer of the Day.  

Almighty God,  
your blessed Son, our Savior Jesus Christ,  

ascended far above all heavens that he might fill all things.  

Mercifully give us faith to trust that, as he promised,  

he abides with us on earth to the end of time,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 

Time With Children                                                      Pastor 

 

Acts 1:1-11                                       Lector 

A reading from Acts. 
 

[Luke writes:]  
1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the 

beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions 

through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3After his suffering he 

presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during 

forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4While staying with them, he 

ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. 

“This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but you 

will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

  6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you 

will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or 

periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when 

the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9When he had said this, as they 

were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he was 

going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood 

by them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? 

This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as 

you saw him go into heaven.”  
 

Christ Is Risen.  Alleluia! 
Christ Is Risen Indeed.  Alleluia! 
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Psalm 47 
 

God has gone up with a shout! 
God has gone up with a shout! 

 1Clap your hands, all you peoples; 

  shout to God with a joyful sound. 

 2For the Lord Most High is to be feared: 

  a great king over all the earth, 

 3who subdues the peoples under us, 

  and the nations un-der our feet; 

 4who chooses our inheritance for us, 

  the pride of Jacob, whom God loves.  

God has gone up with a shout! 

God has gone up with a shout! 

 5God has gone up with a shout, 

  the Lord with the sound of the ram’s horn. 

 6Sing praises to God, sing praises; 

  sing praises to our king, sing praises.  

God has gone up with a shout!  

God has gone up with a shout! 

 7For God is king of all the earth; 

  sing praises with a song. 

 8God reigns over the nations; 

  God is enthroned on high. 

 9The nobles of the peoples have gathered as the people of the God of Abraham. 

  The rulers of the earth belong to God, who is highly exalted. 

God has gone up with a shout!  

God has gone up with a shout!  

 

Ephesians 1:15-23 

A reading from Ephesians. 
 

15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints,  

and for this reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my 

prayers. 17I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,  

may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him,  

18so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to 

which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the 

saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, 

according to the working of his great power. 
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 20God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated 

him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and 

power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but 

also in the age to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has made him 

the head over all things for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all 

in all.  
 

Christ Is Risen.  Alleluia! 

Christ Is Risen Indeed.  Alleluia! 

 

Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

Gospel Acclamation                                                             ELW 174 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luke 24:44-53                                                Pastor 

The gospel according to Luke the 24th chapter.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
44[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that I spoke to 

you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the 

prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”45Then he opened their minds to understand 

the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and 

to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is 

to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are 

witnesses of these things. 49And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; 

so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

  50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed 

them. 51While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into 

heaven. 52And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy;  

53and they were continually in the temple blessing God.  
 

The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

The assembly is seated. 
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Proclamation           The Rev. Mary Ann Harris Siefke 

 

Please rise in body or spirit.  

 
 

Hymn of the Day              A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!                      ELW 393 
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Creed                                               Assisting Minister 

Together let us confess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed. 
       We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

       We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

       We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession                                         Assisting Minister  

Hear us, O God 
Your mercy is great.  
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Peace                                                         Pastor 

The Peace of the risen Christ be with you all. 
And also with you.  
 

The assembly is seated. 

 

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.  

 

Offering 

Your generosity and stewardship is a blessing  

to the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ through the church. 
 

 

Choir Anthem                          Rejoice, The Lord is King!           Darwall/Gerig            

 

 

Please rise in body or spirit. 

Offering Response                                             ELW 377 
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Offering Prayer                                                 Assisting Minister        

Let us pray. 

Risen One, as you broke bread with the disciples on the shore, 
meet us now in this meal. 

Nourish us to follow you,  

using our gifts to feed the hungry and tend the weary, 

and all for your love’s sake. 

Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving                                               Pastor 
                                                                           

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Preface                                        Pastor 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who, enthroned forever at your right hand, 

intercedes for us as our great high priest. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Sanctus                                                 ELW Setting II 
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Thanksgiving at the Table                                                     Pastor 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 

Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 

Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 

Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 

to the land of milk and honey. 

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 

Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

O God of resurrection and new life: 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

Bless this feast. 

Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 

Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 

Breathe new life into us. 

Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

With your holy ones of all times and places, 

with the earth and all its creatures, 

with sun and moon and stars, 

we praise you, O God, 

blessed and holy Trinity, 

now and forever.  Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer                  Assisting Minister 

Gathered into one, by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.  

 Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion                                              Pastor 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say,  

“The body of Christ, given for you.  The blood of Christ shed for you.”  

and each person may respond, “Amen.” 

The ministers commune before others commune.  

 

If preferred, grape juice is offered in individual glasses and 

Gluten free wafers are available.  
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

Communion Song                                                                              ELW Setting II 
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Please rise in body or spirit. 
Prayer after Communion                                        Assisting Minister 

Let us pray.   

Living God,  
you have greeted us in our brokenness 

and nourished us with the body of Christ, broken for us. 

Risen to new life with you, 

send us now to bear your healing love 

into the wounded world, 

in the name of our risen Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.  

Blessing                                                    Pastor/Leader 

The blessing of the living God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

surround and sustain you, 

keep you from harm, 

and fill you with courage. 
Amen. 

 
 

Sending Song                         Christ Is Alive!  Let Christians Sing                                   ELW 389 
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Dismissal                                                             Assisting Minister 

Alleluia! Christ is risen!  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. 
 

Go in peace. Share the good news.   
Thanks be to God! 

 
 

Postlude               Jesus Shall Reign                       Haan 
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 Schedule for the week of  

June 2–June 9 

Location of Events 

Sunday 

June 2 

8:30 Bible Study 

9:30 Worship 

5:00 Softball Game v. Good Shepherd 

UCC 

6:30 Catechism 

Green Room 

Sanctuary 

Douglass Park 

 

Sulomans Dairy 

Monday 

June 3 

  

Tuesday 

June 4 

9-10 Constitution Team 

6:30 Property Meeting 

7:00 Eagle Scout Ceremony 

8:00 Troop Committee Meeting 

Memorial Hall Classroom 

Library 

Sanctuary 

Memorial Hall  

Wednesday 

June 5 

9-12pm CCR Open for Donations 

6:30 Venture Crew 

6:30 Handbells 

7:30 Adult Choir 

Lower Level Clothing Rack 

Memorial Hall 

Sanctuary 

Choir Room 

Thursday 

June 6 

7:00 Worship & Music Meeting Library 

Friday 

June 7 

8:30 AA 

 

Lower Level Classroom 

 

Saturday 

June 8 

10-4pm Philadelphia Ave. Street Fair Boyertown 

Sunday 

Pentecost 

June 9 

8:30 Bible Study 

9:30 Worship: Confirmation & Graduate 

Recognition 

 

Green Room 

Sanctuary 

 

 

Worship Leaders Sunday, June 2 

 

Sunday, June 9 

 

Assisting Minister Betty Musser Kathy Billger 

Lector Dave Janzow Megan Ingram 

Communion Assistants Dorothy Girton  Ron Hukari, Lorelai Ingram  

& Valerie Schlegel 

Acolyte Emily Geiger Lorelai Ingram 

Crucifer  Lorelai Ingram 

Greeters Dave & Trudy Durante Merrie Gephart 

Office Volunteer May 31: Nancy Ballantyne June 7: Dorothy Girton 

Ushers Dave Durante, Vince Harris, Connie 

Hukari & Dale Shaner 

Ron Ball, Dusty Rhoads, Dan 

Rome & Sandi Quicksell 

Counters Kathy Billger, Dave Durante  

& Ross Geiger 

Dave Janzow, Sandi Quicksell  

& Kathy Undercuffler 

Mowers Bill Vendetti Bill Vendetti 

Sacristans Donna Biehl & Merrie Gephart Donna Biehl & Merrie Gephart 
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Worship and Stewardship  

Attendance on May 26, 2019 9:30am: 48 

 

 Our Weekly Commitment         Our Response Overage/Shortfall 

Current Expenses   $2,920               $1,097          -$1,823 

Mission Support      $166                        $138                  -$28 
 

Geraniums, Sanctuary Lamp, Pastors Discretionary Fund, Energy and Endowment  $135 

 
June 2, 2019 Sponsors 

Flowers: To the glory of God and in honor of Ruth’s birthday by Don Nice and children. 

Sanctuary Lamp: For my daughter-in-law Donna’s birthday, by Sandy Reifsnyder. 

Bulletins: In memory of my son Brian's birthday on June 3rd, by Shirley Moyer. 
 

 
PRAYERS FOR Health and Healing 

 Jason Beavens, undergoing inpatient treatment for myeloma, friend of Michelle 

Rhoads. 

 Deb Harris, recovering from a broken fibula. 

 Andrew, recovering from a cardiac arrest. 

 Michael Hutchison, relative of Dorothy Girton, placed on hospice. 

 Franklin Schlegel, undergoing inpatient testing at Pottstown Hospital, Michele Rhoads 

grandfather.  

 Arlene Delp, friend of Shirley Moyer, ongoing health issues.  

 Haley Hukari, recovering from a broken foot. 

 Derek Hukari, recovering from a broken leg. 

 Lexi Runyan, undergoing treatment for cancer, currently at CHOP. 

PRAYERS FOR Those in Grief 

 Family and friends of John E. Harris, Pastor Mary Ann’s uncle. 

 Family and friends of Bill Yost.  

 Family and friends of Dolores Weller. 

PRAYERS FOR Those Needing Continued Prayers 

Bob Arobone, Raymond Billger, George Evans, Roy Geiger, Jalen Gray, Travis Reese, Lexi 

Runyen, Cookie Stasik, Linda Wade, and Khristopher Yoder 
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Announcements                                   June 2, 2019 

 

Philadelphia Ave Street Fair 

June 8, 2019 

10am-4pm 

St. Luke will be at the street fair!  If you are interested in helping in any way please 

contact Pastor Mary Ann.    

 
Celebrate Your Faith Night 

Sunday August 4, 2019 

5:15pm 

St. Luke will once again participate in Celebrate Your Faith Night  

at the Reading Fightin Phils’.  Tickets are $25 a person and include a buffet dinner.   

Please see Megan Ingram to sign up.   

 
Pentecost Fellowship  

June 9, 2019 

There will be fellowship to celebrate the graduates and confirmand.   

All are invited to join in Memorial Hall following worship. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

TODAY 

Welcome Rev. Godshall 

We welcome back to St. Luke The Rev. David and Barbara Godshall.   

Rev. Godshall was the first full time pastor here from June, 1959 to November, 1965.   

Their three daughters were born and baptized while they were here.   

A parsonage was built across from the chapel during their call.   

“We have many good memories from our first parish!” 

Please greet them at coffee hour! 
 

St. Luke Softball 

Tonight's Softball game will be at 5pm at Douglass Park.   

St. Luke will be playing Good Shepherd UCC of Boyertown. 
 

Catechism 

Catechism will be held at Sulomans Dairy in Gilbertsville at 6:30. 
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And be kind to one another, tenderhearted,  

forgiving one another,  

as God in Christ has forgiven you. 

Ephesians 4:32 
2019 Verse of the Year 


