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Epiphany 

January 6, 2019 
 

Welcome to worship at St. Luke.  We are glad you are here. 

We welcome you with joy as together we receive forgiveness, hear 

the Word, and are welcomed to the feast that makes us one. 

You are invited to worship fully and completely in this place.  

All are welcome here.  

-The Rev. Mary Ann Siefke 
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Acolyte 

Prelude  Improvisation on “We Three Kings”        Thomas
                      

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Please rise in body and spirit. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness                Pastor 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who shines in glory, 

clothes us in compassion, 

and bears gifts of mercy for all. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sins with confidence in God’s promise of forgiveness. 

God, wonderful counselor, 
we confess that we have turned from your gifts 

and chosen our own way. 

We have not made room for you 

in our hearts or in our world. 

We have lived in fear; 

we have not welcomed the stranger; 

we desire gifts that will not endure. 

Forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 

and open us to receive the peace of Jesus 

dwelling in and among us. 

Amen. 
 

God’s lovingkindness has appeared to us in Christ our Savior. 

We are saved, not by anything we have done, 

but by God’s mercy poured out on us richly. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 

your sins are forgiven. 

Through the Spirit living in you, 

God give you faith to trust Jesus, 

who is Love born for you, now and always.  Amen. 
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Gathering Song                   The First Noel                            ELW 300 
 

Greeting                  Pastor 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Song of Light      Christ Be Our Light                   ELW 715 
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Prayer of the Day           Assisting Minister 

Let us pray.  

O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the 
leading of a star. Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our 

lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of your glory, through your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen 
The assembly is seated. 

 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
Time With Children                         Pastor 

After the Time with Children, children grades Pre-K-5 are invited to Jesus and 

Me (J.A.M.) to explore the Bible in various ways.   

Children will return to receive a blessing and/or Holy Communion. 

 

Readings                                             Lector 

A reading from ________. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Please rise in body or spirit. 

 
Gospel Acclamation                     ELW 314 
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Gospel                 Pastor 

The holy gospel according to ________. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

The gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Gospel Response 

 

 
 

The assembly is seated. 
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Blessing of This House of Worship                                                           Pastor 

May peace be to this house of worship and to all who enter here. 

By wisdom a house is built and through understanding it is established; 

through knowledge its rooms are filled with rare and beautiful 

treasures. (Proverbs 24:3-4) 

 
Reading  John 1:1-4,14,16                Lector 

As we prepare to ask God’s blessing on this church, let us listen to the 

words of scripture. 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came 

into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 

being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the 

light of all people. 
 

The Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 

glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. From 

his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 

  
Inscription                             20 + C M B + 19            Pastor 

The magi of old, known as Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar 

followed the star of God’s Son who came to dwell among us two 

thousand and nineteen years ago. 
 

May ☩ Christ, bless this house of worship and remain with us 

throughout the new year. 

 

Christ, bless this nave.   
Christ, bless this nave. 

 

Christ, bless this chancel.   
Christ, bless this chancel. 
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Christ, bless this font.   
Christ, bless this font.  

The place where we are washed by water and your word.   

 

Christ, bless this pulpit.   
Christ, bless this pulpit. 

 The place where your Word is proclaimed.  
 

Christ, bless this table.   
Christ, bless this table. 

The place where we feast on your life. 

 
Prayer of Blessing                     Assisting Minister 

Let us pray. 

O God, you revealed your Son to all people by the shining light of a 

star. We pray that you bless this house of worship with your gracious 

presence. May your love be our inspiration, your wisdom our guide, 

your truth our light, and your peace our benediction; through Christ 

our Lord. 
Amen. 

Please rise in body or spirit. 
 

Hymn of the Day                  We Three Kings                              WOV 646 

 
Prayers of Intercession                             Assisting Minister 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 
Peace                                         Pastor 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

The assembly is seated. 
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Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Offering 
 

Choir Anthem                         Walk in the Light        Thomas                                                     
 

Please rise in body or spirit. 
 

Offertory Response             ELW 843 

 

Offering Prayer           Assisting Minister 

Let us pray. 

Holy God, your beauty shines forth from the manger and your love 
flows from the cross.  As you gather us around these signs of your love 

come among us, warm us to extend your care among the hungry and 

all in need.  In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen. 
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Pastor 

Thanksgiving at the Table                        adapted from WOV 646 & Psalm 72 
 

 

God of justice, you are our perfect light.  

Wisemen and shepherds followed your light  

To behold a most perfect, holy, sight, 

Jesus Christ, our heart’s delight.  

 

That star of wonder shone bright, 

On that first Christmas Night. 

Grant mercy to those who righteously fight, 

The rich and the powerful for what is right.  

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

May the reign of Christ’s love shine bright. 

May it forever dispel the oppression of evil’s might. 

Make us bearers of Christ’s peace, love, and light. 

May kings of the earth and all people bow down at the perfect sight, 

Our Savior, the King, our heart’s true delight.  

 

 

 

 



10 

 

Lord’s Prayer           Assisting Minister 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  

Amen. 
The assembly may be seated. 

 
Invitation to Communion               Pastor 

Come to the table where Christ meets you. 

Eat, rejoice, and be glad! 

 
Communion 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say, 

“The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.”  

and each person may respond, “Amen.” 

The ministers commune before others commune. 
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Communion Song      What Feast of Love                 ELW 487 

 

Please rise in body or spirit. 
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Prayer after Communion        Assisting Minister 

Let us pray.  

God of wonder, in Jesus we behold the light of the world come near. 
As you have come among us now, send us out in joy, hastening to 

share the good news of your love.  We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit dwelling among us now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
Blessing                                                                                  Pastor 

God the Creator who delights in you, 

Jesus the Savior who is born for you, 

and the life giving Spirit who shines on you, 

☩ bless you and keep you in hope and peace. 

Amen. 

 

Sending Song     This Little Light of Mine                          ELW 677 
 

Dismissal                     Assisting Minister 

Go in peace. Share the joy of Christ. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Postlude       How Brightly Shines the Morning Star       Bach/Nicolai
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Announcements    January 6, 2019 

 

Epiphany Party 

Today at 11:00 pm 

Join together in Memorial Hall following worship.  Christmas goodies will 

be shared and the Pastor will make coffee and hot chocolate.   

 
Adult Forum 

January 13, 2019 

11:00 am 

Lutheran Questions, Lutheran Answers will focus on Baptism. 

 
Women’s Bible Study 

January 13, 2019 

12:00 pm 

The next Bible study will be held at  

Dorothy Girton’s house.   

 
Catechism 

January 13, 2019 

5:30 pm 

St. James Lutheran Church Pottstown 

Topic for discussion: The Epistles 

 
Congregational Meeting 

January 20, 2019 

11:00 pm 

The annual congregational meeting will be held in Memorial Hall. 

Look for the Annual Report, coming soon! 
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Worship and Stewardship  

Attendance on December 30, 2018 9:30 a.m.: 50 
 

Our Weekly Commitment             Our Response Overage/Shortfall 

Current Expenses    $2,766              $2,694                      -$72 

Mission Support         $171                      $108                                  -$63 

Hall Rental, Initial Offering, Books, 

Capital Improvements & Christmas: $1,403 

 
 

 

PRAYERS FOR Health and Healing 

 Jalen Gray, son of Lori DeTurk, recovering at home from shunt 

replacement surgery. 

 Daryl Foor, high blood pressure, awaiting test results, father of Carol 

Geiger. 

 Linda Steffy, retired Gilbertsville elementary teacher, starting treatment 

for breast cancer. 

 John Sartor, recovering from heart surgery, friend of the Ferraro’s. 
 

PRAYERS FOR Those in Grief 

 Family and Friends of Mariellen Land, mother of Beckie and Alan Fager, 

friends of the Ferraro’s. 

 Family and Friends of Peg Jacob. 

 Family and Friends of Frank Krall, friend of Ron and Dorothy Girton. 
 

PRAYERS FOR Those Needing Continued Prayers 

Bob Arobone, Raymond Billger, George Evans, Roy Geiger, Josh Huss, Travis Reese, 

Lexi Runyen, Cookie Stasik, Linda Wade, and Khristopher Yoder. 



15 

 

 Schedule for the week of  

January 6-13  

Location of Events 

Sunday 

Jan. 6 

 

8:30 Bible Study 

9:30 Worship: Epiphany 

11:00 Epiphany Party 

Green Room 

Sanctuary 

Memorial Hall 

Monday 

Jan. 7 

7:00 Den Meeting 

7:00 Finance 

Memorial Hall 

Green Room 

Tuesday 

Jan. 8 

6:30 Property Committee 

6:30 Worship & Music 

7:00 Scout Troop Meeting 

7:30 Endowment Meeting 

Green Room 

Library 

Memorial Hall 

Green Room 

Wednesday 

Jan. 9 

1-4 CCR Open for Shoppers 

6:30 Handbells 

7:30 Adult Choir 

Lower Level Clothing Rack 

Sanctuary 

Choir Room 

Thursday 

Jan. 10 

6:45 Congregation Council 

6-8 CCR Open for Shoppers 

Lower Level Classroom 

Lower Level Clothing Rack 

Friday 

Jan. 11 

8:30 AA 

 

Lower Level Classroom 

 

Saturday 

Jan. 12 

Scout Troop Campout Camp Hart/Scout Cabin 

Sunday 

Jan. 13 

 

8:30 Bible Study 

9:30 Worship: Baptism of our Lord 

11:00 Adult Forum 

11:00 Youth Choir 

12:00 Women’s Bible Study 

5:30 Catechism 

Scout Troop Campout 

Green Room 

Sanctuary 

Memorial Hall Classroom 

Choir Room 

Dorothy Girton’s House 

St. James Pottstown 

Camp Hart/Scout Cabin 

Worship Leaders Sunday, January 6 Sunday, January 13 

Assisting Minister Betty Musser Leslie Romasco 

Lector Kathy Undercuffler Pete Huber 

Communion Assistant Ruth Ann Shaner Michael Romasco 

Acolyte Haley Hukari Emily Geiger 

Crucifer Lorelai Ingram Haley Hukari 

Greeters Dave & Trudy Durante Shirley Moyer & Hilda Cooney 

J.A.M. Dave Durante Connie Hukari 

Office Volunteer Pat Hallman Dorothy Girton 

Ushers Mark Fitzgerald, Gary Fronheiser  

& Scott Moyer 

Larry Billger, Terry Conrad, 

Ross Geiger & Tom Undercuffler 

Counters Kathy Billger, Dave Durante  

& Ross Geiger 

Connie Hukari & Bonnie Kuser 

Sacristans Kathy Billger 

Merrie Gephart 

Kathy Billger 

Merrie Gephart 
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