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Hymn of the Day: 

ELW 300 

The First Noel 
Text: English traditional 

Music: English traditional; arr. John Stainer, 1840-1901   Public Domain.   

 

 

Sending Song: 

ELW 303 

Brightest and Best 
Text: Reginald Herber, 1783-1826, alt. 

Music: James P. Harding, 1850-1911, adapt.   Public Domain.  
 

Welcome to 9:30 am Worship 

ST. LUKE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit Calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.  

We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by your Word you created the world, 

calling forth life in which you took delight. 

  

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy 

Spirit. 

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

  

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 

Shower us with your Spirit, 

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
  

To you be given honor and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

O God, on this day  
you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star.  

Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our lives,  

and bring us at last to the full vision of your glory,  

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING:       Lector 
 

A reading from Isaiah 60:1-6 

 
1Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

 and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 

 2For darkness shall cover the earth, 

 and thick darkness the peoples; 

 but the LORD will arise upon you, 

 and his glory will appear over you. 

 3Nations shall come to your light, 

 and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

 4Lift up your eyes and look around; 

 they all gather together, they come to you; 

 your sons shall come from far away, 



 4 

 and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses' arms. 

 5Then you shall see and be radiant; 

 your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 

 because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 

 the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

 the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

 all those from Sheba shall come. 

 They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

 and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD.  

 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 72:1-7, 10-14      Lector 
 
1Give the king your justice, O God, 

  and your righteousness to the king’s son; 

 2that he may rule your people righteously 

  and the poor with justice; 

 3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 

  and the hills, in righteousness. 

 4Let him defend the needy among the people, 

  rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.  

 5May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, 

  from one generation to another. 

 6Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, 

  like showers that water the earth. 

 7In his time may the righteous flourish; 

  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no 

more. 

 10May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute, 

  and the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts.  

 11May all kings bow down before him, 

  and all the nations do him service. 

 12For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress, 
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  the oppressed, and those who have no helper. 

 13He has compassion on the lowly and poor, 

  and preserves the lives of the needy. 

 14From oppression and violence he redeems their lives, 

  and precious is their blood in his sight.  
 

SECOND READING:      Lector 
 

A reading from  Ephesians 3:1-12 

 
1This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of 

you Gentiles — 2for surely you have already heard of the commission of 

God's grace that was given me for you, 3and how the mystery was 

made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 4a 

reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the 

mystery of Christ. 5In former generations this mystery was not made 

known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles 

and prophets by the Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles have become fellow 

heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ 

Jesus through the gospel. 
7Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God's 

grace that was given me by the working of his power. 8Although I am 

the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the 

Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9and to make 

everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God 

who created all things; 10so that through the church the wisdom of God 

in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities 

in the heavenly places. 11This was in accordance with the eternal 

purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we 

have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him. 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN (REFRAIN)       ELW 290 

GOSPEL:        Kathy Billger 

The holy gospel according to Matthew 2: 1-12 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 

wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child 

who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, 

and have come to pay him homage." 3When King Herod heard this, he 

was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the 

chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 

Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it 

has been written by the prophet: 

 6'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

 for from you shall come a ruler 

 who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 
7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the 

exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to 

Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when you 

have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 

homage." 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 

ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 
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stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that the 

star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the 

house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and 

paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him 

gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a 

dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another 

road. 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

The assembly is seated. 

SERMON              Kathy Billger 

Please rise in body or spirit. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY   THE FIRST NOEL   ELW 300 
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CREED 

Together, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostle’s Creed.  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time 

and space, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

  

God of wanderers, you sent the magi from afar to witness the mystery 

and majesty of your birth. Send us into the world with your will in our 

hearts and on our lips.  

Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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You created heaven and earth. Through your Spirit send your all-

encompassing love over the cosmos. Bless the stars that guide our way 

and the night sky that invites the earth into slumber.  

Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

 

You sent the magi to follow the star into an uncertain future. May all 

leaders and peoples seek your face, especially when paths are not 

clear, conflicts rage, tyrants oppress, and fear abounds.  

Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

 

You sent your Spirit to dwell with Paul in prison. Send your Spirit to those 

who are imprisoned and enslaved. Give courage and wisdom for 

building roads that lead to justice and freedom.  

Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

 

You sent the holy family to seek safety in a new land. Protect all who 

make similar journeys. Send your guiding Spirit to asylum seekers, 

refugees, and all who journey toward safety.  

Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

 

Your glory is shown to the saints. We give thanks for those whose earthly 

journey has ended and now dwell with you forever. Give us signs of your 

continual presence until that day when we arise in you.  

Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

 

Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these 

prayers to you, confident of your grace and love made known to us in 

Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
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PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Gracious God, 
your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. 

As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, 

prepare us to receive the grace and truth 

you offer at this time of Epiphany 

and renew in us the song of your salvation, 

in Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 
Please rise in body or spirit 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

 

We praise you, O God, for your creating Word! 

You set the foundations of the world 

and gave breath to every living thing. 

There is no Rock like you. 

Blessed be God, forevermore; 
our hearts sing of your mercy and might! 

  

We praise you, O God, for your liberating Word! 

In your steadfast love you led the people whom you redeemed, 

you guided them by your strength to the land of promise. 

You have lifted up the lowly. 

Blessed be God, forevermore; 
our hearts sing of your mercy and might! 
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We praise you, O God, for your life-giving Word! 

Your Word became flesh and lived among us, 

full of grace and truth. 

You have looked with favor on the lowliness of your servants. 

Blessed be God, forevermore; 
our hearts sing of your mercy and might! 
 

Blessed be God, from this time on and forevermore, 

from the rising of the sun to its setting. 

With Miriam, Hannah, and Mary, we give you thanks and praise 

for your creating, liberating, and life-giving Word! 

Send us forth in the power of your Spirit 

to sing of your greatness and serve all people, 

following Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 
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SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Please rise in body and spirit. 

BLESSING 

Church, receive this blessing. 

 

The God of hope 

fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that we may abound in hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

Amen. 
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SENDING SONG    BRIGHTEST AND BEST OF THE STARS  ELW 303 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace.  Rejoice in Christ our Savior. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Announcements                               January 2, 2022 

PRAYERS FOR Health and Healing: 

• Tom Bucks, recovering from stroke (Pam Ferraro’s brother) 

• Larry Kuser, receiving chemo for lymphoma 

• Marisue Good, recovering from heart surgery (friend of Val 

Schlegel) 

• Martyne Moyer, recovering from knee surgery 

• Stacy Albright, surgery 

• Poly Blackwell, cataract surgery 

• Frank Schlegel, hospitalized (Ted’s father) 

• Danelle Donato, hospitalized (Mike Ferraro’s niece) 

• Scott Bradford, liver transplant (Ferraro’s family friend) 

• Caroline & Alexis, children with covid (friend of Pam Ferraro) 
 

PRAYERS FOR those in grief: 

• Family and friends of Linda Shere (friend of Ruth Nice) 

• Family and friends of Cheryl Kehl (friend of Val Schlegel 
 

 

PRAYERS FOR those Needing Continued Prayers: 

    Ann Marie, Bob Arobone, Jalen Gray, Sharon Smith,  

              Khristopher Yoder 
    

PRAYERS FOR those at home: 

 Polly Blackwell   Charles & Gloria Christman 

 Jean & Bill Christy   Roy & Marie Geiger 

 Paul McFarland   Ruth Nice    

 Helen Penketh   Michael Quicksell  

 Clayton & Ann Rhoads  Jane Roth    

 Betty Shenk    Cookie Stasik 
 

Today’s Worship Leaders: 

Assisting Minister:  Kathy Billger 

Sermon:  Kathy Billger 

Lector:  Dave Janzow 

Ushers:  Dave Girton, Ron Hukari 
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Date Week of Jan. 2 to 8 Location 

Sunday, Jan. 2 

Epiphany Sunday  
9:30 am Worship Sanctuary 

Tuesday, Jan 4 6:30 Boy Scouts Memorial Hall 

Wednesday, Jan. 5 1:00 to 4:00 CCR  Donations CCR 

Worship Leaders Sunday, January 9 Sunday, January 16 

Lector Kathy  Billger Pat Hallman 

Ushers Larry Billger, Terry Conrad Ron Hukari, Dave Janzow 

Office Volunteers  Donna Biehl (Jan. 6) Cindy Bealer (Jan. 13) 

100th Anniversary Campaign 

Pledges received year to date:  $96,430 

Actual year to date:  $103,631 

      Worship and Stewardship  

Our December  Commitment             Our Generosity  Overage/Shortfall 

   Budget           $12,020                    TBD               TBD 

   Mission Support         $672                       TBD               TBD 

Parking Lot Loan 

Remaining balance $23,967.28 
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CHILDREN’S PAGE       JANUARY 2, 2021 
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