
   

 

 

PRELUDE 

Let Streams of Living Justice 
setting, Charles Callahan 

©2012 Birnamwood Publications 

 

GATHERING HYMN: 

ELW 714     O God of Mercy, God of Light 
Text: Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, alt.; Music: Joseph Barnby, 1838-1896; 

Arr.©2006 Augsburg Fortress. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY: 

ELW 715     Christ, Be Our Light 
Text and Music: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957; ©1993 Bernadette Farrell, admin. OCP Publications. 

 

SENDING HYMN: 

ELW 710     Let Streams of Living Justice 
Text: William Whitla, b. 1934, Text ©1989 William Whitla; Music: Gustav Holst, 1874-1934. 
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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit Calls us together as the people of God. 
 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, 

Father, ☩Son, and Holy Spirit. 

who makes all things new, 

whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy One, source of our renewal, 
we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We have not practiced your righteousness. 

Our hearts have turned away from you. 

For the sake of the world you so love, 

forgive us, 

that we may be reconciled to one another 

for the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

Thus says our God: 

“The former things have come to pass 

and new things I now declare.” 

 

St. Luke Lutheran Church is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the 

Lenapehoking people and we give thanks for their presence here since time 

immemorial.  We also wish to recognize and honor all our Indigenous siblings who 

have and continue to call this land their home. 
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God’s mercy makes us new. 

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN           O God of Mercy, God of Light                ELW 714 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you 

 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Holy God,  
you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom 

to the lowly and the pure in heart.  

Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice,  

and perseverance in striving for peace,  

that in our words and deeds  

the world may see the life of your Son,  

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

FIRST READING:                     

A reading from Micah 6:1-8 

 
1Hear what the LORD says: 

  Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 

  and let the hills hear your voice. 

 2Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, 

  and you enduring foundations of the earth; 

 for the LORD has a controversy with his people, 

  and he will contend with Israel. 
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 3“O my people, what have I done to you? 

  In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 

 4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 

  and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 

 and I sent before you Moses, 

  Aaron, and Miriam. 

 5O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 

  what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 

 and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 

  that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 

 

 6“With what shall I come before the LORD, 

  and bow myself before God on high? 

 Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 

  with calves a year old? 

 7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 

  with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 

 Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 

  the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 

 8He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 

  and what does the LORD require of you 

 but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

  and to walk humbly with your God? 

 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 15 

 

 1Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? 

  Who may abide upon your holy hill? 

 2Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, 
  who speak the truth from their heart;  
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 3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; 

  they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor. 

 4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear 
the LORD. 

  They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word. 

 5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes 

against the innocent. 

  Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.  
 

SECOND READING:            

A reading from 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
 

18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, 

but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 

 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 

debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 

world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 

through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our 

proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and 

Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling 

block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the 

called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom 

of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s 

weakness is stronger than human strength. 

 26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were 

wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of 

noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the 

wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God 

chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to 

reduce to nothing things that are, 29so that no one might boast in the 

presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who 

became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification 
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and redemption, 31in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, 

boast in the Lord.” 

 

Word of God, Word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Please rise in body or spirit 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

GOSPEL:    

The holy gospel according to Matthew 5:1-12 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat 

down, his disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught 

them, saying: 

 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

 5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will 

be filled. 

 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of 

God. 
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 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and 

utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be 

glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they 

persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
The assembly is seated. 

 

SERMON                                  The Rev. Dr. Susan Folks 
Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                Christ, Be Our Light                           ELW 715   

    

CREED 

Together, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles Creed.  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

The assembly is seated. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and 

all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Cultivate humility in your church. In gatherings of every size, teach us to 

boast only in the cross. Shape your church to be people of kindness, 

generosity, and justice. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

 

The foundations of the earth bear witness to your faithfulness; the 

mountains and hills echo with your holiness. When we mistreat your 

creation, show us the error of our ways. Inspire us with reverent awe to 

honor all you have made. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

 

You make foolish the wisdom of the world. Raise up honorable leaders 

who seek justice, love mercy, and pursue peace. Frustrate plans that 

are corrupt, wicked, and self-seeking especially in Peru, Ukraine, 

Afghanistan, Syria, and Gaza. Prosper the work of peacemakers. 

Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

 

Bless all whom the world rejects. Accompany those who are regarded 

as foolish, weak, low, and despised; reveal your power and presence at 

work where it is least expected. Give your life, strength, and wisdom to 

all in need. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

 

As with your people Israel, remind this congregation of your saving acts. 

Remind us how your faithfulness brought us through difficulties and 
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sustained us despite our weaknesses. Establish the cross as the center of 

our life together. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

 

Praise to you for your blessed saints in every time and place especially 

Ansgar. Trusting you accompanied them in poverty, persecution, and in 

every trial, we trust you abide with your people always. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and 

power revealed in Christ crucified. 
Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

MEAL 

Thank you for your continued generosity to St. Luke  

and the mission of God we share.   

An offering plate is located near the front entrance to receive your gifts. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 
 

Liberating God, 
you break the bonds of injustice 

and let the oppressed go free. 

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 

for all your works of merciful power, 

and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 

You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 

Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

DIALOGUE    

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

through whom you will also make all things new 

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY   
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
All are welcome to the table.  We will be communing in the pews today. 

 

Come and taste the joy of the Lord! 
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COMMUNION SONG 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen 

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in God’s grace. 
Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

 

Holy One, 
we thank you for the healing 

that springs forth abundantly from this table. 

Renew our strength to do justice, 

love kindness, 

and journey humbly with you. 

Amen. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

Please rise in body and spirit. 

 

BLESSING 

Church, receive this blessing. 
 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice 

and breaks the oppressor’s rod 

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 

today and always. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN                   Let Streams of Living Justice                ELW 710 
 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace.  Follow the way of Jesus. 
Knowing, sharing and celebrating Christ. 

 

POSTLUDE    

From Sundayandseasons.com 
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Lectionary for January 30 - February 4 
 

Monday – Psalm 37:1-17; Ruth 1:1-18; Philemon 1-25 

Tuesday – Psalm 37:1-17; Ruth 2:1-16; James 5:1-6 

Wednesday – Psalm 37:1-17; Ruth 3:1-13; 4:13-22; Luke 6:17-26 

Thursday –    Psalm 112:1-10; Deuteronomy 4:1-14; 1 John 5:1-5 

Friday –  Psalm 112:1-10; Isaiah 29:1-12; James 3:13-18 

Saturday - Psalm 112:1-10; Isaiah 29:13-16; Mark 7:1-8 
  

Today’s Worship Leaders: 

Worship Minister:  The Rev. Dr. Susan Folks 

Director of Music:  Lincoln Noecker 

Lector:  Kathy Billger 

Ushers:  Dave Girton, Ron Hukari   
 

PRAYERS FOR Health and Healing: 

· Bob Lauffer, cancer (friend of Celeste Ball) 

· Roberta Windish, cancer treatments, (friend of Ron & Celeste 

Ball) 
 

PRAYERS FOR those in grief: 

· Family & friends of Betty Shenk 
 

PRAYERS FOR those Needing Continued Prayers:  

 Bob Arobone   Tom Bucks   Kristopher Yoder  

 Jalen Gray   Larry Kuser  Sharon Smith  

 Bonnie Ritter    
 

PRAYERS FOR those at home: 

 Charles & Gloria Christman Jean & Bill Christy    

 Marie Geiger   Paul McFarland    

 Ruth Nice    Helen Penketh    

 Clayton & Ann Rhoads  Cookie Stasik  
 

The bulletins are sponsored to the glory of God and in honor of 

Christyann Pulliam’s birthday by Pam & Mike Ferraro. 
 

The rose on the altar is in celebration of Alex & Gena (Levengood) 

Petrunyak’s birth of daughter, Harper June,  born on January 18, 2023. 
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IN OUR PRAYERS:  This morning in our prayers we remember the saints 

whose commemorations fall during this week:  
 

February 2  PRESENTATION OF OUR LORD 

February 3  Ansgar, Bishop of Hamburg, missionary to Denmark and   

  Sweden, 865 
 

Annual Meeting 

The Annual Meeting will be held after worship service on TODAY.  

Please join us. 
 

                             Items Needed for United Way 

St. Luke, Laurel Mountain Ministries and Falkner Swamp UCC are 

making 30-50 emergency bags for the United Way homeless 

project.  We'll fill the bags with our items February 12.  Then the bags 

go to the next two churches so they can add their donations.  Ron 

Ball's Thrivent Action Team will be used to purchase some of the 

needed items.  Please put your donations in the bin in the 

Narthex.  Here is our list: 
 

small deodorant                small bottle of Tylenol or ibuprofen 

pocket bag of wipes              combs 

travel packs of tissues          sweet snacks 

salty snacks                              chap-stick 
 

                                                W3 Bible Study 

Happy New Year!  We will be having a true bible study led by Sharon 

Smith.  This will be held on the second Tuesday at 7:00pm.  We will be 

studying Bright Shining as the Sun.  We will start January 31st at 7:00 pm 

since the February date is Valentine’s Day.  Hope to see you in the 

Green Room!  Bring your bible. 
 

Meals on Wheels 

On February 5 after the worship service, we will gather in Memorial Hall 

to assemble bags with a Chicken Soup for the Soup word search book 

and other treats.  This is Ruth Ann Shaner’s Thrivent Action project for a 

“Winter Blessing” for Meals on Wheels clients. 
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Date Week of Jan. 29 - Feb. 4 Location 

Sunday, January 29 

4th Sunday after Epiphany 

9:30 am Worship & Annual 

Meeting 

10:30 Bible Study  

Nave 

 

Yarn Room 

Tuesday, January 31 
6:30 pm Cherub Choir 

7:00 pm Boy Scouts 

Choir Room 

Memorial Hall  

Wednesday, February 1 

1:00-4:00 pm CCR  

Donations 

7:00 pm Handbells 

CCR 

 

Sanctuary 

Friday, February 3 8:30 pm AA Meeting Class Room Downstairs 

Worship Leaders Sunday, February 5 Sunday, February 12 

Lector Pat Hallman Ron Ball 

Ushers Larry Billger, Terry Conrad Ron Hukari, Dave Janzow 

Office Volunteers Donna Biehl (Feb. 2) Cindy Bealer (Feb. 9) 

100th Anniversary Campaign 

Pledges received year to date:  $96,430 

Actual monies received to date:  $123,204 

            Worship and Stewardship  

Our December Commitment             Our Generosity  Overage/Shortfall 

          Budget                 $12,502             $19,090     $6,588 

          Mission Support         $624               $ 719                                   $95  
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