
   

 

 

PRELUDE 

I Love to Tell the Story 
Setting, Dale Wood; 2©1993 Sacred Music Press 

 

GATHERING HYMN: 

ELW 661     I Love to Tell the Story 
Text: Katherine Hankey, 1834-1911; Music: William E. Fischer, 1849-1936. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: 

ELW 798     Will You Come and Follow Me 
Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949, ©1987 Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications; Music: Scottish traditional.  

 

SENDING SONG: 

ACS 914     Jesus, the Light of the World  
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–1788, stanzas; George D. Elderkin, 1845–1928, refrain; Music: Traditional; arr. George D. Elderkin. 
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JANUARY 22, 2023 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

The Rev. Dr. Susan Folks,  

Interim Pastor 
 

Lincoln Noecker, 

Director of Music 
 

Valerie Schlegel 

Dir. Handbell & Youth Choir 
 

Marsha Staub, 

Office Administrator 

 

Executive Officers: 

Connie Hukari, President 

Dave Janzow, Vice President 

Pam Reifsnyder, Secretary 

Scott Moyer, Treasurer 

Congregational Council: 

John Bealer 

Donna Biehl 

Donna Conrad 

Michael Ferraro 

Connie Hukari 

Dave Janzow 

Tim Kenna 

Bonnie Kuser 

Pam Reifsnyder 

Tom Undercuffler 

Joe Vendetti 

Welcome to 9:30 am Worship 
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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit Calls us together as the people of God. 
 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, 

Father, ☩Son, and Holy Spirit. 

who makes all things new, 

whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy One, source of our renewal, 
we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We have not practiced your righteousness. 

Our hearts have turned away from you. 

For the sake of the world you so love, 

forgive us, 

that we may be reconciled to one another 

for the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

Thus says our God: 

“The former things have come to pass 

and new things I now declare.” 

 

St. Luke Lutheran Church is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the 

Lenapehoking people and we give thanks for their presence here since time 

immemorial.  We also wish to recognize and honor all our Indigenous siblings who 

have and continue to call this land their home. 
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God’s mercy makes us new. 

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN                 I love to Tell the Story                   ELW 661 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you 

 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Lord God,  
your lovingkindness always goes before us  

and follows after us.  

Summon us into your light,  

and direct our steps in the ways of goodness  

that come through the cross of your Son,  

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

FIRST READING:                     

A reading from Isaiah 9:1-4 

 
1There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former 

time [the Lord] brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land 

of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the 

sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 

 2The people who walked in darkness 

  have seen a great light; 

 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

  on them light has shined. 
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 3You have multiplied the nation, 
  you have increased its joy; 

 they rejoice before you 

  as with joy at the harvest, 

  as people exult when dividing plunder. 

 4For the yoke of their burden, 

  and the bar across their shoulders, 

  the rod of their oppressor, 

  you have broken as on the day of Midian.  

 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 27:1, 4-9 

 

 1The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? 

  The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 

 4One thing I ask of the LORD; one thing I seek; 
  that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life; to 

gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to seek God in the temple. 

 5For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter, 

  hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high 

upon a rock. 

 6Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me. 
  Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of 

rejoicing; I will sing and make music to the LORD.  

 7Hear my voice, O LORD, when I call; 

  have mercy on me and answer me. 

 8My heart speaks your message— “Seek my face.” 
  Your face, O LORD, I will seek. 

 9Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in 

anger. 

  Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O 

God of my salvation. .  
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SECOND READING:              

A reading from 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
 

10Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that there be no 

divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the 

same purpose. 11For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that 

there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. 12What I mean is 

that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I 

belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 13Has Christ been divided? 

Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of 

Paul? 14I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and 

Gaius, 15so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. 16(I 

did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not 

know whether I baptized anyone else.) 17For Christ did not send me to 

baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so 

that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. 

 

 18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are 

perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 

 

Word of God, Word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Please rise in body or spirit 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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GOSPEL:    

The holy gospel according to Matthew 4:12-23 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

12Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to 

Galilee. 13He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the 

sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14so that what had been 

spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 

 15“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 

  on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 

 16the people who sat in darkness 

  have seen a great light, 

 and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 

  light has dawned.” 
17From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven has come near.” 

 

 18As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who 

is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for 

they were fishermen. 19And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make 

you fish for people.” 20Immediately they left their nets and followed 

him. 21As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of 

Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, 

mending their nets, and he called them. 22Immediately they left the 

boat and their father, and followed him. 

 

 23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 

proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease 

and every sickness among the people.  

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
The assembly is seated. 

 

SERMON                                  The Rev. Dr. Susan Folks 
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Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY        Will You Come and Follow Me                ELW 798   

 

CREED 

Together, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles Creed.  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

The assembly is seated. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and 

all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Make your church one in purpose, proclaiming the message of the cross. 

Help us to work together across differences. Energize ecumenical 

partnerships, including the World Council of Churches and the Lutheran 
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World Federation. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

 

We rejoice at the bounty of your creation. Fill the land and sea with 

your abundance. Bless harvests in the southern hemisphere and fallow 

fields in the northern hemisphere. Equip farmers to till and keep the 

earth sustainably. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

 

In Christ your reign comes near and calls all to repentance. Break the 

rod of the oppressor in every nation. Dispel the shadow of death in 

places of war and persecution especially in Ukraine, Afghanistan, Syria 

and, Gaza. Grant us leaders who lift the yokes that burden those in 

need. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

 

Be a stronghold for those in trouble and a rock for all who are afraid. 

Rouse communities to care for neighbors who need shelter, are facing 

maltreatment, or are isolated and lonely. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

 

Sustain the ministries of this congregation and all churches in this 

community. Nurture each congregation’s unique witness to your 

presence; foster mutual respect; inspire our cooperation in loving our 

neighbors. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

 

We praise you for the faithful who have gone ahead of us, both famous 

and unknown, especially Paul, Timothy, Titus, Silas, Lydia, Dorcas, 

Phoebe, and Thomas. Help us to leave our nets and follow, and take us 

with them to the fullness of your promise of eternal life. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

 

We offer to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and 

power revealed in Christ crucified. 
Amen. 
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PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

MEAL 

Thank you for your continued generosity to St. Luke  

and the mission of God we share.   

An offering plate is located near the front entrance to receive your gifts. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 
 

Liberating God, 
you break the bonds of injustice 

and let the oppressed go free. 

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 

for all your works of merciful power, 

and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 

You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 

Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

DIALOGUE    

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
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You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

through whom you will also make all things new 

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
All are welcome to the table.  We will be communing in the pews today. 

 

Come and taste the joy of the Lord! 
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COMMUNION SONG 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen 

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in God’s grace. 
Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

 

Holy One, 
we thank you for the healing 

that springs forth abundantly from this table. 

Renew our strength to do justice, 

love kindness, 

and journey humbly with you. 

Amen. 



 13 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

Please rise in body and spirit. 

 

BLESSING 

Church, receive this blessing. 
 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice 

and breaks the oppressor’s rod 

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 

today and always. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG            Jesus, the Light of the World                 ACS 914 
See page 14 for music and words 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace.  Follow the way of Jesus. 
Knowing, sharing and celebrating Christ. 

 

POSTLUDE    

From Sundayandseasons.com 
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Lectionary for January  23-28 
 

Monday – Psalm 27:7-14; Judges 6:11-24; Ephesians 5:6-14 

Tuesday – Psalm 27:7-14; Judges 7:12-22; Philippians 2:12-18 

Wednesday – Psalm 27:7-14; Genesis 49:1-2, 8-13, 21-26; Luke 1:67-79 

Thursday –    Psalm 15; Deuteronomy 16:18-20; 1 Peter 3:8-12 

Friday –  Psalm 15; Deuteronomy 24:17—25:4; 1 Timothy 5:17-24 

Saturday - Psalm 15; Micah 3:1-4; John 13:31-35 
  

Today’s Worship Leaders: 

Worship Minister:  The Rev. Dr. Susan Folks 

Director of Music:  Lincoln Noecker 

Lector:  Joe Vendetti 

Ushers:  Gary Fronheiser, Ron Hukari   
 

PRAYERS FOR Health and Healing: 

· Betty Shenk, hospitalized 

· Bob Lauffer, cancer (friend of Celeste Ball) 

· Roberta Windshi, cancer treatments, (friend of Ron & Celeste 

Ball) 
 

PRAYERS FOR those in grief: 

· Family & friends of Margaretta Biehl (Jim Biehl’s mother) 
 

PRAYERS FOR those Needing Continued Prayers:  

 Bob Arobone   Tom Bucks   Kristopher Yoder  

 Jalen Gray   Larry Kuser  Sharon Smith  

 Bonnie Ritter    
 

PRAYERS FOR those at home: 

 Charles & Gloria Christman Jean & Bill Christy    

 Marie Geiger   Paul McFarland    

 Ruth Nice    Helen Penketh    

 Clayton & Ann Rhoads  Cookie Stasik    

 Betty Shenk  
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IN OUR PRAYERS:  This morning in our prayers we remember the saints 

whose commemorations fall during this week:  
 

January 25  CONVERSION OF PAUL (week of prayer for Christian unity  

      ends) 

January 26  Timothy, Titus, and Silas, missionaries 

January 27  Lydia, Dorcas, and Phoebe, witnesses to the faith 

January 28  Thomas Aquinas, teacher, 1274 

 
                                  Items Needed for United Way 

St. Luke, Laurel Mountain Ministries and Falkner Swamp UCC hope to 

make 30-50 emergency bags for the United Way homeless 

project.  We'll fill the bags with our items (February date to be 

announced).  Then the bags go to the next two churches so they can 

add their donations.  Ron Ball's Thrivent Action Team will be used to 

purchase some of the needed items.  Please put your donations in the 

bin in the Narthex.  Here is our list: 

 

small deodorant                small bottle of Tylenol or ibuprofen 

pocket bag of wipes              combs 

travel packs of tissues          sweet snacks 

salty snacks                              chap-stick 
 

                                                W3 Bible Study 

Happy New Year!  We will be having a true bible study led by Sharon 

Smith.  This will be held on the second Tuesday at 7:00pm.  We will be 

studying Bright Shining as the Sun.  We will start January 31st at 7:00 pm 

since the February date is Valentine’s Day.  Hope to see you in the 

Green Room!  Bring your bible. 
 

Annual Meeting 

The Annual Meeting will be held after worship service on Sunday, 

January 29.  Please join us afterwards for refreshments. 
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Date Week of January 15-21 Location 

Sunday, January 22 

3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

9:30 am Worship 

10:30 Bible Study 

  

Nave 

Yarn Room 

 

Tuesday, January 24 
6:30 pm Cherub Choir 

7:00 pm Boy Scouts 

Choir Room 

Memorial Hall  

Wednesday, January 25 

1:00-4:00 pm CCR  

Shopping 

7:00 pm Handbells 

CCR 

 

Sanctuary 

Friday, January 27 8:30 pm AA Meeting Class Room Downstairs 

Worship Leaders Sunday, January 29 Sunday, February 5 

Lector Kathy Billger Pat Hallman 

Ushers Dave Girton, Ron Hukari Larry Billger, Terry Conrad 

Office Volunteers Pat Hallman (Jan. 26) Donna Biehl (Feb. 2) 

100th Anniversary Campaign 

Pledges received year to date:  $96,430 

Actual monies received to date:  $123,134 

            Worship and Stewardship  

Our December Commitment             Our Generosity  Overage/Shortfall 

          Budget                 $12,502             $19,090     $6,588 

          Mission Support         $624               $ 719                                   $95  
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