
   

 

 

PRELUDE 
Once in Royal David's City  

setting, Wayne Wold ©1999 Augsburg Fortress. 
 

GATHERING HYMN: 

ELW 269     Once in Royal David's City 
Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895; Music: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-1876. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY: 

ELW 416   At the Name of Jesus 
Text: Caroline M. Noel, 1817–1877; Music: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958, ©1925 Oxford University Press. 

 

SENDING SONG: 

ELW 290     Go Tell It on the Mountain 
Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.; Music: African American spiritual. 
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JANUARY 1, 2023 

NAME OF JESUS 

The Rev. Dr. Susan Folks,  

Interim Pastor 
 

Lincoln Noecker, 

Director of Music 
 

Valerie Schlegel 

Dir. Handbell & Youth Choir 
 

Marsha Staub, 

Office Administrator 

 

Executive Officers: 

Connie Hukari, President 

Leslie Romasco, Vice President 

Pam Reifsnyder, Secretary 

Scott Moyer, Treasurer 

Congregational Council: 

John Bealer 

Donna Biehl 

Donna Conrad 

Connie Hukari 

Dave Janzow 

Tim Kenna 

Bonnie Kuser 

Leslie Romasco 

Pam Reifsnyder 

Joe Vendetti 

Welcome to 9:30 am Worship 
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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit Calls us together as the people of God. 
 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, 

Father, ☩Son, and Holy Spirit. 

the Word made flesh, 

our life and our salvation. 
Amen. 

 

Trusting the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior, 

let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

God of life, 
you promise good news of great joy for all people, 

and call us to be messengers of your peace. 

We confess that too often we hoard our joy, 

our resources, and our security. 

We nurture conflict and build barriers. 

We neglect the needs of our neighbors 

and ignore the groaning of creation. 

Have mercy on us. 

Where we are self-centered, open our hearts. 

Where we are reluctant, give us courage. 

Where we are cynical, restore our trust. 

St. Luke Lutheran Church is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the 

Lenapehoking people and we give thanks for their presence here since time 

immemorial.  We also wish to recognize and honor all our Indigenous siblings who 

have and continue to call this land their home. 
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Renew us with your grace 

and give us again the hope of eternal life in you. 

Amen. 

 

Hear the good news: 

We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises 

through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 

In ☩ Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed. 

Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth 

shall know the salvation of God. 
Amen. 

 

  GATHERING HYMN        Once in Royal David’s City          ELW 269 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you 

 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Eternal Father,  
you gave your incarnate Son  

the holy name of Jesus to be a sign of our salvation.  

Plant in every heart  

the love of the Savior of the world,  

Jesus Christ our Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

The assembly is seated. 
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

FIRST READING:                     

A reading from Numbers 6:22-27 
 
22The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 23Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, 

Thus you shall bless the Israelites: You shall say to them, 

 24The LORD bless you and keep you; 

 25the LORD make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 

 26the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 

 27So they shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 8 
1O LORD our Lord, 

  how majestic is your name in all the earth!— 

 2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of 

infants and children; 

  you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the 

foe and avenger. 

 3When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, 

  the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 

 4what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, 

  human beings that you should care for them?  

 5Yet you have made them little less than divine; 

  with glory and honor you crown them. 

 6You have made them rule over the works of your hands; 

  you have put all things under their feet: 

 7all flocks and cattle, 

  even the wild beasts of the field, 

 8the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, 

  and whatever passes along the paths of the sea. 

 9O LORD our Lord, 

  how majestic is your name in all the earth!  

  and give thanks to God’s holy name.  
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SECOND READING:              

A reading from Philippians 2:5-11 
 

5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

 6who, though he was in the form of God, 

  did not regard equality with God 

  as something to be exploited, 

 7but emptied himself, 

  taking the form of a slave, 

  being born in human likeness. 

 And being found in human form, 

  8he humbled himself 

  and became obedient to the point of death— 

  even death on a cross. 

 

 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 

  and gave him the name 

  that is above every name, 

 10so that at the name of Jesus 

  every knee should bend, 

  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

 11and every tongue should confess 

  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

  to the glory of God the Father. 

 

Word of God, Word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Please rise in body or spirit 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

GOSPEL:    

The holy gospel according to Luke 2:15-21 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that 

has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went 

with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 

manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told 

them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the 

shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 

them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 

for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 

 21After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and 

he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was 

conceived in the womb. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
The assembly is seated. 

 

SERMON                                  The Rev. Dr. Susan Folks 
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Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                  At the Name of Jesus                      ELW 416 

     

CREED 

Together, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles Creed.  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

The assembly is seated. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

United with the great cloud of witnesses throughout the ages, we pray 

for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Guide your church to confess that Jesus is Lord. Fill us with wonder at the 

good and saving news of Jesus. May we treasure your words and 
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meditate upon them, that we reveal your glory to the world with 

humility and hope. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Your name, O God, is majestic in all the earth. You set the moon and 

stars in their courses. You are mindful of every work of your hand: flocks 

and cattle, birds and fish, seas and fields. Make us wise stewards of your 

creation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Bless the nations with your grace and peace. Inspire and uphold 

treaties, cease-fires, and international agreements that seek to calm 

strife between nations especially in Ukraine, Afghanistan, Syria, and 

Gaza. Shield all those who work to protect vulnerable populations from 

exploitation or danger. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

We cry, “Abba! Father!” as we seek your loving care in times of need. 

Heal those wounded by hurtful words. Console all who are weighed 

down by depression and anxiety. Call by name any who feel unloved, 

misunderstood, or rejected. Heal the sick. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Reveal yourself to us in the fullness of time, O God. Give us gratitude for 

what has been and hope for what is to come. Grace us with your 

presence during transitions: new jobs or schools, new homes, new 

diagnoses, new relationships, or searching for a new pastor 

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

With thanksgiving, we remember all the saints who proclaimed the 

name of Jesus in life and who now rest in glory especially, Johan. Show 

us our inheritance as adopted heirs of eternal life. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

In the company of your saints we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your eternal mercy and love; through Jesus Christ our Savior 

and Lord.  Amen. 
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PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

MEAL 

Thank you for your continued generosity to St. Luke  

and the mission of God we share.   

An offering plate is located near the front entrance to receive your gifts. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 
 

God of abundance, 
receive and bless these gifts we have offered. 

Join our hearts with the song of the angels, 

and gather us at your table of celebration. 

Strengthen us to share with all the world 

the abundance of your grace upon grace, 

poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 

Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

DIALOGUE    

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
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You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

through whom you will also make all things new 

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
All are welcome to the table.  If you will be coming to the altar for communion, please 

follow the ushers' instructions.  Those who are choosing to stay in the pew, using the 

prefilled cups, and those who need to have the pastor bring the elements to them 

should wait for instructions from the pastor.  Children are most welcome to accompany 

their parents to the altar for a blessing. 

 

Glory to God in the highest! 

Come to the table of peace. 
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COMMUNION SONG 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen 

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in God’s grace. 
Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

 

God our redeemer, 
you have fed us at this table 

with gifts of grace, truth, and life. 

As you have gathered us in joy, 

send us forth as messengers of your peace. 

Make us shine with the good news of your glory, 

born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

Please rise in body and spirit. 

 

BLESSING 

Church, receive this blessing. 
 

God bless you and keep you, 

☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth, 

and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts, 

now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG            Go Tell It on the Mountain                 ELW 290 

   

DISMISSAL 

Christ is near, go in peace  
Knowing, sharing and celebrating Christ. 

 

POSTLUDE    

From Sundayandseasons.com 
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Lectionary for January 2-7 
 

Monday – Psalm 72; Genesis 12:1-7; Hebrews 11:1-12 

Tuesday – Psalm 72; Genesis 12:10-22; Hebrews 11:13-22 

Wednesday – Psalm 72; Exodus 3:1-5; Hebrews 11:23-31 

Thursday –    Psalm 72; Joshua 1:1-9; Hebrews 11:32—12:2 

Friday –  The Epiphany of Our Lord 

                Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14; Ephesians 3:1-12;  

                Matthew 2:1-12 

Saturday - Psalm 72; 1 Kings 10:1-13; Ephesians 3:14-31 
  

Today’s Worship Leaders: 

Worship Minister:  The Rev. Dr. Susan Folks 

Director of Music:  Lincoln Noecker 

Lector:  Mike Romasco 

Ushers:  David Girton, Ron Hukari 
 

PRAYERS FOR Health and Healing: 

· Rob Hahsman, hospitalized for infection,  

(Dennis O’Connell’s relative) 

· Maribeth Huber, knee surgery 

· Sally Byrnes, second eye surgery (friends of the Ferraro's) 
 

PRAYERS FOR those in grief: 

· Family & friends of Dorothy Jones, (Sharon Smith’s mother) 

· Family & friends of Dorothy Wilson (Marsha Staub’s aunt) 
 

PRAYERS FOR those Needing Continued Prayers:  

 Bob Arobone   Tom Bucks   Kristopher Yoder  

 Jalen Gray   Larry Kuser  Sharon Smith  

 Bonnie Ritter    
 

PRAYERS FOR those at home: 

 Charles & Gloria Christman Jean & Bill Christy    

 Marie Geiger   Paul McFarland    

 Ruth Nice    Helen Penketh    

 Clayton & Ann Rhoads  Cookie Stasik    

 Betty Shenk  
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IN OUR PRAYERS:  This morning in our prayers we remember the saints 

whose commemorations fall during this week:  
 

January 2  Johann Konrad Wilhelm Loehe, renewer of the church, 1872 

 
                                  Items Needed for Salvation Army 
 

Leslie Romasco’s Thrivent Action Team is collecting new or used towels 

(bath, hand, washcloths, and kitchen), twin sheets and blankets, new 

pillows, plus hygiene products for the Pottstown Salvation Army Family  

Shelter.  When a family leaves the shelter they take their towels to their 

new home.  A box is in the narthex for donations.   
 

                                          2023 Offering Envelopes 

Offering envelopes for 2023 are available in the Narthex.  If you cannot 

get to the church to pick them up, please call Marsha in the church 

office for other arrangements. 

 
                                       Annual Reports Due 

 

The committee reports for the 2022 Annual Report is due into the church 

office by January 8. 



 16 

 

Date Week of January 1-7 Location 

Sunday, January 1 

Name of Jesus 

9:30 am Worship 

  

Nave 

 

Tuesday, January 3 
6:30 pm Cherub Choir 

7:00 pm Boy Scouts 

Choir Room 

Memorial Hall  

Wednesday, January 4 

1:00-4:00 pm CCR  

Donations 

7:00 pm Handbells 

CCR 

 

Sanctuary 

Friday, January 6 8:30 pm AA Meeting Class Room Downstairs 

Worship Leaders Sunday, January 8 Sunday, January 16 

Lector Dave Janzow Connie Hukari 

Ushers Larry Billger, Terry Conrad Ron Hukari, Dave Janzow 

Office Volunteers Pat Hallman (Jan. 5) Donna Biehl (Jan. 12) 

100th Anniversary Campaign 

Pledges received year to date:  $96,430 

Actual monies received to date:  $121,904 

            Worship and Stewardship  

Our December Commitment             Our Generosity  Overage/Shortfall 

          Budget                 $12,502             $TBD              -TBD 

          Mission Support         $624               $ TBD                          -TBD  
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