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Welcome to 9:30 am Worship 

JANUARY 14, 2024 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

St. Luke Lutheran Church 

35 Wilson Ave, PO Box 338; Gilbertsville, PA 19525  

PRELUDE  
Listen, God is Calling      

setting, Anne Kentz Organ ©2001 Concordia Publishing House 
 

GATHERING HYMN: 
ELW 513  Listen, God is Calling 

Text: Tanzanian traditional; tr. Howard S. Olson, b. 1922, ©Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania, admin. Augsburg 

Fortress; Music: Tanzanian tune; arr.Austin C. Lovelace, 1919-2010, Arr. © 1968 Austin C. Lovelace, admin. Augsburg Fortress 

 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: 
ELW 798   Will You Come and Follow Me  

Text: John L. Bell, b.1949, Text © 1987 Iona Community, admin .GIA Publications; Music: Scottish traditional 

 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
O Jesus I Have Promised  

setting, Daniel E. Gawthrop ©1984 Summa Productions 

 

 

SENDING HYMN: 
ELW 810  O Jesus I Have Promised  

Text: John E. Bode, 1816-1874, alt.; Music: Neuvermehrtes Gesangbuch, Meiningen, 1693 

 
All Rights Reserved. Used by permission. Sundays and Seasons.com ©2023 Augsburg Fortress. Printed and Streamed with  

permission Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006561 and OneLicense #A-729465; otherwise, Public Domain.  
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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit Calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE    
During the prelude, please use this time to quietly allow God to open your heart to his 
blessed presence. 

                   

WELCOME  
Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

creator of darkness and light, 

word of truth, 

wind sweeping over the waters. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God, our rock and refuge, 
we pour out our hearts before you. 

We have known you but have not always loved you. 

We have wounded one another 

and sinned against you. 

We have not always recognized the Holy Spirit 

dwelling in each of us. 

Remember your covenant. 

Renew your creation. 

Restore us, 

that we might proclaim your good news to all. 

Amen. 

 

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. 

God has spoken: 

The time of grace is now. 

In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. 

By the authority of ☩ Jesus Christ, 
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your sins are forgiven. 

You are God’s beloved. 
Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN                Listen, God is Calling                      ELW 513 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

 

Thanks be to you,  
Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer,  

for the countless blessings and benefits you give.  

May we know you more clearly,  

love you more dearly,  

and follow you more nearly,  

day by day praising you,  

with the Father and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 

 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING 

A reading from 1 Samuel 3:1-20 

 
1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of 

the LORD was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 
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 2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he 

could not see, was lying down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet 

gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where 

the ark of God was. 4Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he 

said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called 

me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay 

down. 6The LORD called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, 

and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my 

son; lie down again.” 7Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the 

word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 8The LORD called 

Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, 

“Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was 

calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he 

calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’ ” So 

Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

 10Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! 

Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” [11Then 

the LORD said to Samuel, “See, I am about to do something in Israel that 

will make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. 12On that day I will 

fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from 

beginning to end. 13For I have told him that I am about to punish his 

house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were 

blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. 14Therefore I swear to 

the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated by 

sacrifice or offering forever.” 

 15Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the 

house of the LORD. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16But Eli 

called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” He said, “Here I am.” 17Eli 

said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do 

so to you and more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told 

you.” 18So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. Then he 

said, “It is the LORD; let him do what seems good to him.” 

 19As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his words 
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fall to the ground. 20And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that 

Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the LORD.] 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 139: 1-6, 13-18 

 
     1Lord, you have searched me out; 

  O LORD, you have known me. 

 2You know my sitting down and my rising up; 
  you discern my thoughts from afar. 

 3You trace my journeys and my resting-places 

  and are acquainted with all my ways. 

 4Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, 
  but you, O LORD, know it altogether.  

 5You encompass me, behind and before, 

  and lay your hand upon me. 

 6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
  it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 

 13For you yourself created my in most parts; 

  you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

 14I will thank you because I am marvelously made; 
  your works are wonderful, and I know it well. 

 15My body was not hidden from you, 

  while I was being made in secret and woven in the depths of the  

        earth. 

 16Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them  
       were written in your book; my days were fashioned before they  

       came to be. 

 17How deep I find your thoughts, O God! 

  How great is the sum of them! 

 18If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; 

   to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours.  
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SECOND READING 

A reading from 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
 

12“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things 

are lawful for me,” but I will not be dominated by anything. 13“Food is 

meant for the stomach and the stomach for food,” and God will destroy 

both one and the other. The body is meant not for fornication but for the 

Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14And God raised the Lord and will also 

raise us by his power. 15Do you not know that your bodies are members of 

Christ? Should I therefore take the members of Christ and make them 

members of a prostitute? Never! 16Do you not know that whoever is 

united to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The two 

shall be one flesh.” 17But anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit 

with him. 18Shun fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside the 

body; but the fornicator sins against the body itself. 19Or do you not know 

that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have 

from God, and that you are not your own? 20For you were bought with a 

price; therefore glorify God in your body. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Please rise in body or spirit.  

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL 

The holy gospel according to John 1:43-51 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said 

to him, “Follow me.” 44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew 

and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found 

him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus 

son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can anything 

good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and 

see.” 47When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, 

“Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked 

him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you 

under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, 

you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50Jesus answered, 

“Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? 

You will see greater things than these.” 51And he said to him, “Very truly, I 

tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending 

and descending upon the Son of Man.” 

  

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

MESSAGE           The Rev. David Lutcher 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY          Will You Come and Follow Me             ELW 798 

 
Please rise in body or spirit.  

 

CREED 

Together, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
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I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
The assembly is seated.  

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s 

blessing on the church, the world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

Encourage the ministry and mission of the church, God of truth. Let the 

leaders of your church be trustworthy and accountable stewards, that all 

its resources and outreach bring hope and healing to communities. God 

of grace, 
receive our prayer. 

 

Delight in the goodness of your creation, God of fig trees and fertile soil. 

Heal areas of the world harmed by human greed. Restore those 

recovering from natural disaster. Protect our forests and waterways and 

all the creatures that live in them. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
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Call the leaders of every neighborhood and nation to serve faithfully, 

God of wisdom. Give them visions of justice and unity. Lead them to 

action that promotes equitable partnership and uplifts those on the 

margins of society. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 

 

Hold in your care any who suffer and struggle, God of compassion. You 

who know our inner hearts, be present with any who are oppressed, 

victims of racism or cultural bias, and all who long for respite or 

restoration. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 

 

Give this congregation the anticipation and excitement of Samuel, so 

inspired and empowered to do your work in the world, God of unity. 

Make us faithful as we build communities of inclusion and mutual care. 

God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 

 

Trusting God who raised Jesus and will also raise us in spirit and truth, we 

remember all who have died and are at peace among the saints. God 

of grace, 
receive our prayer. 

Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the 

silent prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray.  
 

 

Blessed are you, Holy One, 
for all good things come from you. 

In bread and cup you open heaven to us. 

Meet us at this table, 

that we receive what we seek 

and follow your Son, Jesus, 

in whose name we pray. 

Amen. 
 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

DIALOGUE    

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

All are welcome to the table.  If you will be coming to the altar for communion, please follow the 

ushers' instructions.  Those who are choosing to stay in the pew, using the prefilled cups, and 

those who need to have the pastor bring the elements to them should wait for instructions from 

the pastor.  Children are most welcome to accompany their parents to the altar for a blessing. 

All are welcome to commune.  Please follow the instructions of the presiding minister. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

COMMUNION SONG 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

In this meal, righteousness and peace meet together. 

Come, take your place at the table. 

 
COMMUNION 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen 

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in God’s grace. 
Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

 

Giver of every gift, 
Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. 

Raise us to life by your power 

for the benefit of all and to your glory, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

Please rise in body or spirit.  

 

BLESSING 

God who names you, 

Christ who claims you, 

and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you, 

☩ bless you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. You are God’s beloved.. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE    

From Sundayandseasons.com 

 

 

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS: 

Worship Leader & Message:  The Reverend David Lutcher 

Director of Music:  Lincoln Noecker 

Lector:  Pat Hallman 

Audio Video:  Mike Ferraro 

Ushers:  Ron Hukari/Dave Girton 

Sacristan:  Merrie Gephart 

 

PRAYERS FOR Health and Healing: 

 Thomas Fleagle, Hospice (brother of Marsha Staub) 
 

PRAYERS FOR those in grief: 

 Family & friends of Ann Rhoads 

 Family & friends of Bill Lowry (friend of Marsha Staub) 
 

PRAYERS FOR those Needing Continued Prayers:  

 Bob Arobone  Tom Bucks   Kristopher Yoder  

 Jalen Gray   Larry Kuser  Sharon Smith  

 Bonnie Ritter  
 

PRAYERS FOR those at home: 

 Gloria Christman   Paul McFarland    

 Marie Geiger   Helen Penketh    

 Ruth Nice    Cookie Stasik    

 Jean & Bill Christy    

                            
                                       Church Office Closed 

The church office is closed January 15 in observance of MLK Jr. day.             
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                                        Today's Community Project  

Celeste Ball has adorable, soft animals that need to be stuffed.  Meet in 

Memorial Hall after church to complete these critters.  They will be given 

to the Gilbertsville Fire and Police Departments.  They hand out stuffed 

animals when there is an emergency involving young children. 
 

Items Needed 

During January we are collecting these items for three groups: 
 

We are again collecting gently used towels (bath, hand, washcloths, 

and kitchen), twin sheets and twin blankets.  When a family leaves the 

shelter they take their towels to their new home.  A box is in the Nathex 

for donations.  This is Dave Janzow's Action Team project. 
 

Save those old Christmas and greeting cards for Senior Center at Multi 

Service  They are needed in the craft room.  There is a collection box in 

the Narthex. 
 

Safe Berks used suitcases.  Put them in the Narthex. 

 
St. Luke Knitters Needed 

Hats are needed at the shelter.  Yarn is available in the room across from 

the Pastor’s office.  If anyone needs a loom, please see Connie Hukari. 
 

                                                      Thank You 

Thank you to everyone who braved the snow and helped fill 20 

emergency bags last week for the United Way Homeless Com- 

mittee.  This was Leslie Romasco's Thrivent Action Team project.  The 

bags were delivered Sunday afternoon. 
 

Annual Reports 

The Annual Meeting is scheduled for January 28.  Please send your 2023 

committee reports into the church office by Monday, January 15.  
 

                                                 Inclement Weather 

In the event that we have inclement weather affecting Sunday’s 

worship, a message will be left on the church phone at 610-367-9738. If 

you hear the “normal” message, church is not cancelled. 
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Date Week of Jan. 14-20 Location 

Sunday, January 14 

2nd Sun. after Epiphany 
9:30 am Worship Nave 

Tuesday 

January 16 
7:00 pm Boy Scouts Memorial Hall 

Wednesday,  

January 17 
CCR Shopping 1:00 to 4:00pm CCR 

Thursday, 

January 18 
6:30 pm Girl Scouts Memorial Hall 

Friday 

 January 19 
8:30 pm AA Meeting Class Room Downstairs 

Worship Leaders Sun., January 21, 2024 Sun., January 28, 2024 

Presiding Rev. Tyson Frey Randy Schlegel 

Lector Ron Ball Dave Janzow 

Ushers Larry Billger, Terry Conrad Gary Fronheiser, Ron Hukari 

Audio Video Ron Hukari Ron Ball 

Office Volunteer Donna Biehl (Jan. 18) Cindy Bealer (Jan. 25) 

Sacristan  Merrie Gephart  Merrie Gephart 

            Worship and Stewardship  

Our December Commitment             Our Generosity  Overage/Shortfall 

          Budget                 $16,330             $ 15,185        -$1,145 

          Mission Support         $680               $      770                             +$     90                                      
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