
  

 

ST. LUKE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
35 Wilson Ave., PO Box 338  

Gilbertsville, PA 19525 
610-367-9738  

  www.stlukegilbertsville.org 

Welcome to 9:30 am Worship 

Second Sunday of Christmas 

January 4, 2026 

Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message 

that God is revealed in a human person. Though we may try to 

understand how the Word existed with God from the beginning of 

time, the wonder we celebrate at Christmas is that the Word 

continues to dwell among us. Christ comes among us in the gathered 

assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the bread and 

the wine. Through these ordinary gifts we receive the fullness of God’s 

grace and truth. 
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MUSIC & COPYRIGHTS  

January 4, 2025 
 

 

 
 

GATHERING 

ELW 514 O Word of God Incarnate 
Text: William W. How, Music: Neuvermehrtes Gesangbuch, Meiningen, 1693KYRIE 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

ELW 295  Of the Father’s Love Begotten 
Text: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348-413 tr. Composite Music: Plainsong mode V, 13th Cent. 

 

 

SENDING ELW 

ELW 253 He Came Down                
Text: Cameroon traditional Music: Cameroon traditional; arr. John I. Bell, b. 1949 Arc. C 1986 Iona Community admin. GIA 

Publications. Inc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
All Rights Reserved. Used by permission. Sundays and Seasons.com ©2024 Augsburg Fortress. Printed and Streamed with  

permission Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006561 and OneLicense #A-729465; otherwise, Public Domain. 
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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit Calls us together as the people of God. 
 

PRELUDE           
Please rise in body or spirit 

             

Confession and forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty Savior, 

Prince of Peace. 

Amen. 

 

Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, 

let us confess our sin. 

 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
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Reconciling God, 

we yearn for your presence to transform 

our grief, pain, and despair. 

We confess that we have not always prepared 

room in our hearts for your love; 

we have not always recognized 

your presence among us; 

we have not always embraced your message of peace. 

We cry out, weary with the burden of violence, 

oppression, and fear. 

We confess our failure to make room 

for those seeking refuge; 

our participation in violent systems 

that harm your innocent ones; 

our reluctance to embody your good news. 

Be born in us today 

and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation. 

Amen. 

God’s grace upon grace flows over you. 

☩ Christ’s presence redeems the whole creation. 

Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad! 

Amen. 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.  

 

GATHERING HYMN  O WORD OF GOD INCARNATE  ELW 514 

The assembly is seated. 
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

READING: Ephesians 1:3-14 

 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed 

us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 just as he 

chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and 

blameless before him in love. 5 He destined us for adoption as his children 

through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 to the 

praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the 

Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness 

of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8 that he lavished on 

us. With all wisdom and insight 9 he has made known to us the mystery of 

his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10 as a 

plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven 

and things on earth. 11 In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, 

having been destined according to the purpose of him who 

accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12 so that we, 

who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his 

glory. 13 In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel 

of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of 

the promised Holy Spirit; 14 this is the pledge of our inheritance toward 

redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. 

Word of God, Word of Life 

Thanks Be to God 
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Psalm 147: 12-20 

12 Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem; 

  praise your God, O Zion, 

 13 who has strengthened the bars of your gates 

  and has blessed your children within you. 

 14 God has established peace on your borders 

  and satisfies you with the finest wheat. 

 15 God sends out a command to the earth, 

  a word that runs very swiftly.  

 16 God gives snow like wool, 

  scattering frost like ashes. 

 17 God scatters hail like bread crumbs. 

  Who can stand against God’s cold? 

 18 The LORD sends forth the word and melts them; 

  the wind blows, and the waters flow. 

 19 God declares the word to Jacob, 

  statutes and judgments to Israel. 

 20 The LORD has not done so to any other nation; 

  they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah!  

 

Please rise in body or spirit 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
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GOSPEL 

The holy gospel according to John 1:1-18 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into 

being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What 

has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all 

people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 

overtake it. 

  6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as 

a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He 

himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, 

which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.] 

  10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet 

the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own 

people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed 

in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who were 

born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 

God. 

  14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen 

his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15 (John 

testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes 

after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ ”) 16 From his 

fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 The law indeed was 

given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No 

one has ever seen God. It is the only Son, himself God, who is close to the 

Father’s heart, who has made him known. 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The assembly is seated. 

 

Message                                                           Min. Bobbie Hoffman  
 

Please rise in body or spirit. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY        Of the Father’s Love Begotten  ELW 295  

 

CREED 

Together, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.  

  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

           and the life everlasting.  

           Amen. 

 
The assembly is seated. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, 

creation, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

O God, you reveal yourself wherever two or three are gathered in your 

name. Be with us now, not only in the infant Jesus and resurrected Christ, 

but in the beloved people of this assembly.  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You reveal yourself in the waters of the womb; in brooks, ponds, and 

oceans; and in the waters of baptism. Grant us wisdom to tenderly care 

for the earth as a garden watered by your grace.  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You reveal yourself in blessed diversity. Help us to look for you in people 

near and far, in bodies of all kinds, and in kindred young and old. Let us 

seek you in many places, praising you in many tongues.  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You reveal yourself in new life. Support those beginning a new job, a new 

relationship, or a new living situation, especially those displaced because 

of tragedy or loss. Be with all others who need your life-giving touch this 

day.  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You reveal yourself in holy communion. Sustain all who provide food and 

fellowship in this congregation and in the wider community. Make our 

tables signs of your welcoming presence among us.  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You promise to turn mourning into joy and to comfort those who weep. 

We remember those who have died and look to being united with them in 

your glory.  

Hear us, O God. 
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Your mercy is great. 

With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, 

O God, trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus 

Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you.  
Please rise in body or spirit. 

OFFERING SONG 

We present our offering to God during worship as sign of our gratitude for 

His goodness, mercy & generosity. 

 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
 

Please rise in body or spirit 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

God of glory, 

great are your wonders among us 

and many are the blessings you bestow. 

Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, 

that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in your saving grace, 

through Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

DIALOGUE  

  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

  

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts 

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 

that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 

we may come to the fullness of your grace. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

With the church on earth and hosts of heaven, 

We praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  
 All are welcome to the table. If you will be coming to the altar for communion, please follow the 

ushers' instructions. Those who are choosing to stay in the pew, using the prefilled cups, and those 

who need to have the pastor bring the elements to them should wait for instructions from the 

pastor. Children are most welcome to accompany their parents to the altar for a blessing.  
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

 Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done,  

 on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours, 

 now and forever.  Amen. 

 

COMMUNION SONG 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

                                                 The assembly is seated. 

 

 

 

 
The assembly is seated.  
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION   

God is now in flesh appearing. 

Come to the feast of joy! 

  

COMMUNION     

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen 

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen 

  

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in God’s grace. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

 

Incarnate God,  

you are among us at this table. 

May we treasure this gift and ponder in our hearts 

the mystery of your presence. 

Move us to discover the wonders of your love 

in the everyday moments of our lives, 

through Christ born in us. 

Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
Please rise in body and spirit. 
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BLESSING 

The triune God, 

glorious Mystery, 

holy Incarnate One, 

abiding Comforter, 

☩ bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy. 

Amen. 

 

   

SENDING HYMN           He Came Down   ELW 253                                                                

 

DISMISSAL 

Glory to God in the highest! 

And peace to God’s people on earth! 

Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. 

Thanks be to God. 

  

POSTLUDE    

 

 


