
 

 

ST. LUKE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
35 Wilson Ave., PO Box 338  

Gilbertsville, PA 19525 
610-367-9738  

  www.stlukegilbertsville.org 

Welcome to 9:30 am Worship 

3rd Sunday After Epiphany 

January 25, 2026 

Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets and 

follow him. In Jesus the kingdom of God has come near. We who 

have walked in darkness have seen a great light. We see this light 

most profoundly in the cross—as God suffers with us and all who are 

oppressed by sickness, sin, or evil. Light dawns for us as we gather 

around the word, the font, and the holy table. We are then sent to 

share the good news that others may be “caught” in the net of God’s 

grace and mercy. 
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MUSIC & COPYRIGHTS  

January 25, 2025 

 

Prelude 

1. The Summons – Will You Come and Follow Me 
J. Honore – (from Contemporary Hymn Settings for Organ”) c, 2001 – Augsburg Fortress – All Rights Reserved 

 

2. “O Morning Star”- 
J. Pachelbel. – Public Domain  

 

Gathering Hymn 

ELW – 513 Listen, God Is Calling 
Neno lake Mungu 

Text: Tanzanian traditional: tr. Howard S. Olson, b. 1922 Music: Tanzanian tune; arr. Austin C. Lovelace, b.1919 

Text c 1968 Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania, admin. Augsburg Fortress 

Arr. C 1968 Austin C. Lovelace 

 

 

Hymn of the Day 

ELW – 798 Will You Come and Follow Me- The Summons 
Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949 – Music: Scottish traditional – Text c. 1987 Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, 

Inc 

 

Communion Music 

“O Morning Star” 
A. Armsdorff (Public Domain) 

 

Sending Hymn 

ELW- 815 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 
Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934 – Music: Kathleen Thomerson – Text and Music: c. 1970, 1975 Celebration 

 

Postlude 

“Improvisation on ‘I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light’” 
- B. Tonkin 
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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit Calls us together as the people of God. 
 

PRELUDE           
Please rise in body or spirit 

             

Confession and forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the Creator of heaven and earth, 

the Word who spoke life into being, 

the Wind stirring the waters. 

Amen. 

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 

Amen. 

 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
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Mighty God, lover of justice, 

you call us to life in community, 

but we have served our own interests 

at the expense of our neighbors. 

We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. 

We say the right words, 

but our hearts are far from you. 

Turn us to seek your face. 

Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, 

that we may do justice, love mercy, 

and walk humbly with you, our God. 

Amen. 

The former things have passed away, 

and new things God now declares: 

Like a spring of water that never fails, 

God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, 

and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. 

May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, 

and bless you with the gift of peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.  

 

GATHERING HYMN  Listen, God Is Calling  ELW 513 

 

 

The assembly is seated. 
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

 

READING: Isaiah 9:1-4 
1 There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former 

time [the Lord] brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of 

Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, 

the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 

 

 2 The people who walked in darkness 

  have seen a great light; 

 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

  on them light has shined. 

 3 You have multiplied exultation; 

  you have increased its joy; 

 they rejoice before you 

  as with joy at the harvest, 

  as people exult when dividing plunder. 

 4 For the yoke of their burden 

  and the bar across their shoulders, 

  the rod of their oppressor, 

  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life 

Thanks Be to God 

 

 

 

 



6 

 

Psalm 27:1,4-9 

 1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? 

  The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I | be afraid? 

 4 One thing I ask of the Lord; one | thing I seek; 

  that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life; to gaze 

upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek God in the temple. 

 5 For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter, 

  hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high 

up- on a rock. 

 6 Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me. 

  Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I 

will sing and make music to the Lord. 

 7 Hear my voice, O Lord, when I call; 

  have mercy on me and answer me. 

 8 My heart speaks your message—  “Seek my face.” 

  Your face, O Lord, I will seek. 

 9 Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger. 

  Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O 

God of my salvation.  

 

 

Please rise in body or spirit 
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Gospel Acclamation 
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GOSPEL 

The holy gospel according to Matthew 4:12-23 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to 

Galilee. 13 He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, 

in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14 so that what had been spoken 

through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 

 15 “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 

  on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the gentiles— 

 16 the people who sat in darkness 

  have seen a great light, 

 and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 

  light has dawned.” 
17 From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven has come near.” 

 

  18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who 

is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for 

they were fishers. 19 And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you 

fishers of people.” 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed 

him. 21 As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of 

Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, 

mending their nets, and he called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat 

and their father and followed him. 

 

  23 Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 

proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and 

every sickness among the people. 

 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
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Message                                                       Minister Bobbie Hoffman  

 
 

Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY      Will you Come and Follow Me  ELW 798  

 

 

CREED 

Together, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.  

  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

           and the life everlasting.  

           Amen. 
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The assembly is seated. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the 

whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. 
 

A brief silence. 

 

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the 

whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. 

A brief silence. 

Holy One, you entrust the message of the cross and the mission of the 

gospel to the church in every land. Guide the newly baptized and 

deepen the faith of all who follow Christ.  

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Holy Creator, you lavish creation with splendor, and we praise you for the 

gift of life. Teach us to live as wise stewards, sharing the earth’s resources 

with all inhabitants of this garden planet.  

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Holy Judge, your power is love, and you judge the nations by the measure 

of Christ. Free any who are unjustly accused or wrongly condemned. We 

pray for those in authority.  

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Holy Lover, you care for vulnerable young children, frail elders, and any 

who are sick. We pray for all who are affected by natural disasters. 

Provide for their needs and relieve their suffering.  

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Holy Giver, you gather, forgive, and shape us as disciples of Christ. Nurture 

in us a spirit of patience and respect, that we may love one another as 

you love us. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
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Holy Savior, you free us from the power of death. Lead and guide us until 

we come at last into the communion of all your saints in light.  

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we 

commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to 

us in Christ Jesus our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you.  

 
Please rise in body or spirit. 

OFFERING SONG 

We present our offering to God during worship as sign of our gratitude for 

His goodness, mercy & generosity. 

 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
 

Please rise in body or spirit 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

God of majesty, 

no eye has seen, no ear has heard 

what you have prepared for those who love you, 

yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. 

Use what we have gathered 

to feed us with the reign of God come near, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

DIALOGUE  

  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts 

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 

that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 

we may come to the fullness of your grace. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

With the church on earth and hosts of heaven, 

We praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  
 All are welcome to the table. If you will be coming to the altar for communion, please follow the 

ushers' instructions. Those who are choosing to stay in the pew, using the prefilled cups, and those 

who need to have the pastor bring the elements to them should wait for instructions from the 

pastor. Children are most welcome to accompany their parents to the altar for a blessing.  

  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

 Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done,  

 on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours, 

 now and forever.  Amen. 
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COMMUNION SONG 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

                                                 The assembly is seated. 

 

 

 

 
The assembly is seated.  

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION   

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 

Come to the table; taste and see. 

  

COMMUNION     

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen 

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen 

  

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in God’s grace. 

Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Radiant God, 

we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 

In the sacrament of his body and blood 

you have drawn us to your heart. 

Send us from this table with delight, 

that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, 

and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
Please rise in body and spirit. 

 

 

 

BLESSING 

May the triune God, 

who has put a new song in your mouth 

and tuned your heart for praise 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

   

 

SENDING HYMN    I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light  ELW 815                                                                
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 

 

Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE    

 

 


