
   

 

 

PRELUDE - HANDBELL CHOIR 

Climbin' Up the Mountain    
Spiritual; setting, Martha Lynn Thompson; ©2001 Alfred Publishing Co. 

 

GATHERING HYMN: 

ELW 867     In Thee Is Gladness 

Text: Johann Lindemann, 1549-1631; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.; Music: Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, 1556-1622, 
Arr.©1969 Concordia Publishing House.  

 

CHERUB CHOIR 

Come to the Mountain 
Pamela Hughes; ©1999 Augsburg Fortress  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: 

ACS 917    Dazzling Presence on the Mountain   
Alternate Tune, "Hymn to Joy"; Text: Paul E. Hoffman, b. 1956, ©2015 Augsburg Fortress; Music: Ludwig van Beethoven,  

1770-1827, adapt. 
 

COMMUNION: 

Beautiful Savior 
setting, David N. Johnson; ©1967 H.W.Gray Co., Inc. 

 

SENDING HYMN: 
ELW 671     Shine, Jesus, Shine 

Text and Music: Graham Kendrick, b. 1950, ©1987 Make Way Music (admin. by Music Services in the Western Hemisphere).  
 

All Rights Reserved. Used by permission. Sundays and Seasons.com ©2023 Augsburg Fortress. Printed and Streamed with 

permission Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006561 and OneLicense #A-729465; otherwise, Public Domain.  
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Welcome to 9:30 am Worship 
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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit Calls us together as the people of God. 
 

PRELUDE                        Climbin’ Up the Mountain              Handbell Choir 

 

WELCOME  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, 

Father, ☩Son, and Holy Spirit. 

who makes all things new, 

whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy One, source of our renewal, 
we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We have not practiced your righteousness. 

Our hearts have turned away from you. 

For the sake of the world you so love, 

forgive us, 

that we may be reconciled to one another 

for the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

Thus says our God: 

“The former things have come to pass 

and new things I now declare.” 

St. Luke Lutheran Church is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the 

Lenapehoking people and we give thanks for their presence here since time 

immemorial.  We also wish to recognize and honor all our Indigenous siblings who 

have and continue to call this land their home. 
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God’s mercy makes us new. 

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN                 In Thee Is Gladness                       ELW 867 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you 

 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God,  
in the transfiguration of your Son  

you confirmed the mysteries of the faith  

by the witness of Moses and Elijah,  

and in the voice from the bright cloud  

declaring Jesus your beloved Son,  

you foreshadowed our adoption as your children.  

Make us heirs with Christ of your glory,  

and bring us to enjoy its fullness,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

 

CHERUB CHOIR                 Come to the Mountain 

 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

FIRST READING:                     

A reading from Exodus 24:12-18 
 

[12The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain, and wait 

there; and I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the 
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commandment, which I have written for their instruction.” 13So Moses 

set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain 

of God. 14To the elders he had said, “Wait here for us, until we come to 

you again; for Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may 

go to them.” 

 15Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the 

mountain. 16The glory of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud 

covered it for six days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out of 

the cloud. 17Now the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a 

devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of 

Israel. 18Moses entered the cloud, and went up on the mountain. Moses 

was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 99 

 
1The LORD is king; let the people tremble. 

  The LORD is enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth shake. 

 2The LORD, great in Zion, 
  is high above all peoples. 

 3Let them confess God’s name, which is great and awesome; 

  God is the Holy One. 

 4O mighty king, lover of justice, you have established equity; 
  you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.  

 5Proclaim the greatness of the LORD and fall down before God’s 

footstool; 

  God is the Holy One. 

 6Moses and Aaron among your priests, and Samuel among those 
who call upon your name, O LORD, 

  they called upon you, and you answered them, 

 7you spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; 

  they kept your testimonies and the decree that you gave them. 

 8O LORD our God, you answered them indeed; 
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  you were a God who forgave them, yet punished them for their evil 

deeds. 

 9Proclaim the greatness of the LORD and worship upon God’s holy hill; 

  for the LORD our God is the Holy One.  
 

SECOND READING:            

A reading from 2 Peter 1:16-21 
 

 16For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known 

to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been 

eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17For he received honor and glory from God 

the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, 

saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 18We 

ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with him 

on the holy mountain. 

 19So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do 

well to be attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the 

day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20First of all you must 

understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own 

interpretation, 21because no prophecy ever came by human will, but 

men and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 
 

Word of God, Word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Please rise in body or spirit 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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GOSPEL:    

The holy gospel according to Matthew 17:1-9 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

1Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them 

up a high mountain, by themselves. 2And he was transfigured before 

them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling 

white. 3Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with 

him. 4Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you 

wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and 

one for Elijah.” 5While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud 

overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, 

the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” 6When the 

disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by 

fear. 7But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not 

be afraid.” 8And when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus 

himself alone. 

 9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell 

no one about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from 

the dead.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

The assembly is seated. 

 

SERMON                                  The Rev. Dr. Susan Folks 
Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY       Dazzling Presence on the Mountain            ACS 917   
           Alternate Tune, "Hymn to Joy” 

 

1 Dazzling presence on the mountain: 

 human eye had never seen 

 such a wonder, such resplendence, 

 heav'n and earth in cloud convene. 

 "This is my Son, the beloved," 

 thund'rous voice from cloud exclaimed. 
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 Word made flesh to heal creation, 

 to disciples God proclaimed. 
 

2 From this mount of mystic splendor 

 to the cross Christ presses on; 

 here no Moses nor Elijah, 

 only thieves Christ's wings adorn. 

 "Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy," 

 was one's penitential sigh. 

 With transfiguring assurance, 

 Christ rejoins his fervent cry. 
 

3 From the heights of new creation, 

 Christ beholds his world, redeemed; 

 as with Peter and companions, 

 brings us now to sights unseen. 

 Justice, mercy, and compassion: 

 these the booths he bids us build, 

 that the earth he loves may flourish 

 as each life with grace is filled. 
 

4 Let our praise ring from each mountain, 

 into deepest valleys pour, 

 where, with lives of grateful service, 

 we adore Christ evermore. 

 To the Son, God's own beloved, 

 and the Spirit endlessly, 

 may the church's praise be lifted 

       to the blessed Trinity. 
  

CREED 

Together, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles Creed.  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
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born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

The assembly is seated. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and 

all in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Embolden your church as it witnesses to the majesty and mercy of your 

Son. Equip lay preachers, deacons, and pastors. Move us to share our 

stories of your faithfulness and forgiveness; may our lives proclaim your 

greatness. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Dwell with your whole creation, from the tallest mountain peak to the 

deepest valley. Bless the work of conservation organizations and 

protect vital habitats. Support the work of disaster relief agencies 

around the world especially in Turkey and Syria. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Guide and give wisdom to all in authority: our mayor, and local leaders, 

our governor, and state legislators, our president, and national 
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legislators. Bring freedom and justice to all nations. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Give shelter to those lacking safe homes. Spur communities to work for 

fair housing for all. Protect our neighbors whose dwellings do not keep 

out dangerous cold or heat; accompany with your touch those who are 

homebound, sick, or isolated. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Make us eager to receive your Word in scripture. Help us recognize 

Jesus’ voice in the needs of our neighbors; make us confident to follow 

the way of the cross. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Receive our thanksgiving for the holy ones who have guided us in 

faithfulness and gathered even the unlikely as your people. With our 

forebears in faith and all who have hoped in you, especially Polycarp 

and Elizabeth, teach us to wait with courage until the promised day 

dawns. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

We bring to you our needs and hopes for those in war, especially in 

Peru, Ukraine, Afghanistan, and Syria, O God, trusting your wisdom and 

power revealed in Christ crucified. 
Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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MEAL 

Thank you for your continued generosity to St. Luke  

and the mission of God we share.   

An offering plate is located near the front entrance to receive your gifts. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 
 

Liberating God, 
you break the bonds of injustice 

and let the oppressed go free. 

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 

for all your works of merciful power, 

and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 

You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 

Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

DIALOGUE    

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

through whom you will also make all things new 

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

All are welcome to the table.  If you will be coming to the altar for communion, please 

follow the ushers' instructions.  Those who are choosing to stay in the pew, using the 

prefilled cups, and those who need to have the pastor bring the elements to them 

should wait for instructions from the pastor.  Children are most welcome to accompany 

their parents to the altar for a blessing. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come and taste the joy of the Lord! 
 

COMMUNION SONG 
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COMMUNION 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen 

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in God’s grace. 
Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

 

Holy One, 
we thank you for the healing 

that springs forth abundantly from this table. 

Renew our strength to do justice, 

love kindness, 

and journey humbly with you.  Amen. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

Please rise in body and spirit. 

 

BLESSING 

Church, receive this blessing. 
 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice 

and breaks the oppressor’s rod 

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 

today and always. 
Amen. 

  

SENDING HYMN                      Shine, Jesus, Shine                           ELW 671 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace.  Follow the way of Jesus. 
Knowing, sharing and celebrating Christ. 

 

POSTLUDE    

From Sundayandseasons.com 

 

 

 

Lectionary for February 20-25 
 

Monday – Psalm 78:17-20, 52-55; Exodus 33:7-23; Acts 7:30-34 

Tuesday – Psalm 78:17-20, 52-55; 1 Kings 19:9-18; Romans 11:1-6 

Wednesday – Ash Wednesday 

Thursday –    Psalm 51; Jonah 3:1-10; Romans 1:1-7 

Friday –  Psalm 51; Jonah 4:1-11; Romans 1:8-17 

Saturday - Psalm 51; Isaiah 58:1-12; Matthew 18:1-7 

 
Today’s Worship Leaders: 

Worship Minister:  The Rev. Dr. Susan Folks 

Director of Music:  Lincoln Noecker 

Director of Handbell & Youth Choir: Valerie Schlegel 

Lector:  Dave Janzow 

Ushers:  Gary Fronheiser and Ron Hukari 
 

PRAYERS FOR Health and Healing: 

· Chris Jensen, medical testing (friend of Pam Ferraro) 

· Sally Byrnes, additional eye testing (friend of Mike & Pam 

Ferraro 

· People of Bohodukhiv 

· Gabby Witman-Ayers, 17 yr. old hospitalized with cancer 

· Emalyn Moyer, heart surgery, 9-year-old daughter of Alex and 

Jackie Moyer 

· Polly Blackwell; pain from arthritis 

· Linda Fronheiser, heart surgery 
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PRAYERS FOR those in grief: 

· Family & friends of Betty Shenk 

· Family & friends of Richard Nyman (Trudy Durante’s father) 
 

PRAYERS FOR those Needing Continued Prayers:  

 Bob Arobone  Tom Bucks   Kristopher Yoder  

 Jalen Gray   Larry Kuser  Sharon Smith  

 Bonnie Ritter    

 
PRAYERS FOR those at home: 

 Charles & Gloria Christman Jean & Bill Christy    

 Marie Geiger   Paul McFarland    

 Ruth Nice    Helen Penketh    

 Clayton & Ann Rhoads  Cookie Stasik  

 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS:  This morning in our prayers we remember the saints 

whose commemorations fall during this week:  
 

February 23 -  Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, martyr, 156 

February 25 -  Elizabeth Fedde, deaconess, 1921 

 
SPONSORS: 

The communion elements are sponsored by Hilda Cooney in honor of 

her great granddaughter Leena’s 9th birthday. 

 

The bulletins are sponsored by Val Schlegel in honor of Ted Schlegel 

and Michelle Schlegel Rhoads birthdays. 

 
Ash Wednesday Worship 

Ash Wednesday worship will be held on Wednesday, February 22 at 

7:00 pm.  All are invited to receive ashes. 
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Betty Shenk Celebration of Life 

It is with much sadness that we announce the passing of Betty Shenk who 

went home to be with the Lord on January 22, 2023.  Betty’s celebration 

of life will be held here at St. Luke Lutheran Church on Saturday, February 

25, 2023 at 11:00am with a reception following the service. 
 

Endowment Applications 

2023 grants from the endowment fund at St. Luke  are available for 

charitable organizations.  An application can be obtained by calling 

Marsha in the church office at 610-367-9738 or by emailing 

stluke19525@outllook.com.  Applications are due back by March 31. 

                                                 

The BOYERTOWN ALUMNI MARCHING UNIT is having their 46th 

ANNIVERSARY SPRING CONCERT On Saturday, April 29th at 3:00PM  in the 

Donald J. Kuszyk Auditorium at Boyertown Middle School West 
 

We are looking for new Members to join our Organization.  If you live or 

know someone in the Boyertown Area School District or graduated from 

Boyertown High School, we invite you to break out that instrument that 

you packed away in a closet or attic.  If you don’t feel comfortable 

about playing the Spring Concert because you have not touched your 

instrument in many years, I urge you to attend some of the practices to 

get back in the swing of things. 
 

The following practices will be held upstairs at the Keystone Fire 

Company.  We start practice at 6:00 PM and end at 8:00 PM.  
 

January 22, 29, February 2, 19, 26; March 5, 12, 19,26; April 2, 16 
 

The following practices will be held at Boyertown Middle School West 

April 23, 26, 28 
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Date Week of February 19-25 Location 

Sunday, February 19 

Transfiguration of Our 

Lord 

9:30 am Worship 

10:30 am Bible Study  

Nave 

Yarn Room 

Monday, February 20 

President’s Day 
Church Office Closed  

Tuesday,  

February 21 

6:30 pm Cherub Choir 

7:00 pm Boy Scouts 

Choir Room 

Memorial Hall  

Wednesday,  

February 22 

1:00-4:00 pm CCR Shopping 

7:00 pm Ash Wednesday  

Worship  & Ashes 

CCR 

Nave 

Friday, February 24 8:30 pm AA Meeting Class Room Downstairs 

Saturday, February 25 11:00 am Betty Shenk Funeral Nave 

Worship Leaders Sunday, February 26 Sunday, March 5 

Lector Mike Romasco Connie Hukari 

Ushers Dave Girton, Ron Hukari Larry Billger, Terry Conrad 

Office Volunteers Donna Biehl (Feb. 23) Cindy Bealer (March 2) 

100th Anniversary Campaign 

Pledges received year to date:  $96,430 

Actual monies received to date:  $123,364 

            Worship and Stewardship  

Our January Commitment             Our Generosity  Overage/Shortfall 

          Budget                 $16,330             $8,891      - $7,439 

          Mission Support         $680               $ 583                           - $    97 



 18 

 

A  BIG Thank you! 

St. Luke volunteers are awesome!  Last Sunday we completed two 

action team projects on the same day.  Ruth Ann Shaner’s Meals on 

Wheels “Winter Blessing” bags were delivered to Multi Service on 

Monday.  The bags will be given to all meals on wheels recipients 

sometime this week.   

Ron Ball’s homeless bags were divided into three categories – one for 

food, one for health and one for hygiene items.  Pastor Frances from 

Faulkner Swamp brought their bags to our church.  Everything was 

picked up on Sunday afternoon.  Laurel Mountain Ministries previously 

donated their items (sleeping bags, tarps) when the cold weather hit.  

Bob, a member of St. Andrew’s, who ministers to the homeless in our 

area, was emotionally overwhelmed with the number of bags.  He said 

these items will help those less fortunate and gave thanks for you many 

times.  After a tour of the Community Clothing Rack, he gave thanks for 

this ministry of St. Luke Church.  

You were so quick to complete both projects that some of you missed 

Pastor Susie’s prayer.  She gave thanks for the volunteers and offered 

prayers of hope for the homeless.  Thank you to everyone for your help 

every time we announce a project! 
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