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Hymn of the Day: 

ELW 264 

Prepare the Royal Highway 
Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; translation, ©1978 Lutheran Book of  

Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress;  Music: Swedish folk tune, 17th cent.,  

Public Domain.  

 

 

Sending Song: 

ELW 239 

Hark, the Glad Sound! 
Text: Phillip Doddridge, 1702-1751; Music: Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820;  

Public Domain.  
 

Welcome to 9:30 am Worship 

ST. LUKE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
PRELUDE  

 

WELCOME  
Please rise in body or spirit.  

CALL TO WORSHIP 

All earth is hopeful, the Savior comes at last! 

Furrows lie open for God's creative task: 
this, the labor of people who struggle to see 

how God's truth and justice set everybody free. 

 

People of Israel, you heard the prophet tell: 

"A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel”; 
she conceived him, "God with us,"  

our brother, whose birth 

restores hope and courage to children of this earth. 

 

Mountains and valleys will have to be prepared; 

new highways opened, new protocols declared. 
Almost here! God is nearing, in beauty and grace! 

All clear every gateway, in haste, come out in haste! 

 

We first saw Jesus a baby in a crib. 
This same Lord Jesus today has come to live 

in our world; he is present, in neighbors we see 

our Jesus is with us, and ever sets us free. 

 
Litany:   ELW 266 All Earth is Hopeful  (text only) Text: Alberto Taulé, b. 1932; tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall, b. 1946, tr. ©1995 

Centro de Pastoral Litúrgica, admin. OCP Publications, All rights reserved.  Used by permission. OneLicense #A-729465. 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

 

Stir up our hearts, Lord God,  
to prepare the way of your only Son.  

By his coming, give to all the people of the world  

knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus Christ,  

our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you  

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
The assembly is seated. 

 
Second Week of Advent 

Blessed are you, God of hope, for you promise to bring forth a shoot from 

the stump of Jesse who will bring justice to the poor, who will deliver the 

needy and crush the oppressor, who will stand as a signal of hope for all 

people. 

 

As we light these candles, turn our wills to bear the fruit of repentance, 

transform our hearts to live in justice and harmony with one another, and 

fix our eyes on the root of Jesse, Jesus Christ, the hope of all nations. 

 

O people of hope, come, 
let us rejoice in the faithfulness of the Lord. Amen. 

 
The Advent Wreath 

One of the best-known customs for the season is the Advent wreath. The wreath and 

winter candle-lighting in the midst of growing darkness strengthen some of the Advent 

images found in the Bible. The unbroken circle of greens is clearly an image of 

everlasting life, a victory wreath, the crown of Christ, or the wheel of time itself. 

Christians use the wreath as a sign that Christ reaches into our time to lead us to the 

light of everlasting life. The four candles mark the progress of the four weeks of Advent 

and the growth of light. Sometimes the wreath is embellished with natural dried flowers 

or fruit. Its evergreen branches lead the household and the congregation to the 

evergreen Christmas tree. In many homes, the family gathers for prayers around the 

wreath. 
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING:        Lector 

A reading from Malachi 3:1-4.      

   
1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and 

the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The 

messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, 

says the Lord of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and 

who can stand when he appears? 

  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner 

and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine 

them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in 

righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing 

to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.  

 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALMODY: LUKE 1:68-79      Lector 

  
68Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel, 

  you have come to your people and set them free. 

 69You have raised up for us a mighty Savior, 

  born of the house of your servant David.  

 70Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us from our 

enemies, 

  71from the hands of all who hate us, 

 72to show mercy to our forebears, 

  and to remember your holy covenant. 

 73This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham: 

  74to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

 free to worship you without fear, 

  75holy and righteous before you, all the days of our life.  

 76And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, 
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  for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way, 

 77to give God’s people knowledge of salvation 

  by the forgiveness of their sins. 

 78In the tender compassion of our God 

  the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

 79to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death, 

  and to guide our feet into the way of peace.  

 

SECOND READING:      Lector 

A reading from Philippians 1:3-11. 

 
3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy 

in every one of my prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the 

gospel from the first day until now. 6I am confident of this, that the one 

who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the 

day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to think this way about all of you, 

because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace 

with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation 

of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the 

compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your love may 

overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 10to help you to 

determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and 

blameless, 11having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes 

through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.  

  

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Please rise in body or spirit.  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      

 

GOSPEL: 

The holy gospel according to Luke 3:1-6. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate 

was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother 

Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of 

Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of 

God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went into all 

the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 

the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the words of the 

prophet Isaiah, 

 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make his paths straight. 

 5Every valley shall be filled, 

  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

 and the crooked shall be made straight, 

  and the rough ways made smooth; 

 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ”  

 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
The assembly is seated. 
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Sermon          Rev. Susan Sosnin 
 

Please rise in body or spirit.  

 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY               PREPARE THE ROYAL HIGHWAY              ELW 264 
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CREED 

Together, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostle’s Creed.  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
The assembly is seated. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and 

places that yearn for God’s presence. 

You send messengers into the world to proclaim the day of your coming. 

Make our bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay preachers confident in their 

preaching, that their words and our lives witness to your grace.  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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Send your Spirit to all living creatures that are endangered. Provide them 

with shelter and care, and bring us into right relationship with the earth 

that you create and call good.  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Send leaders to our nations, cities, schools, and businesses to work on 

behalf of those who have lost parents, spouses, and loved ones; 

immigrants; the imprisoned; those living in poverty; and all who are 

oppressed. Make them bold in their commitments to justice and 

reconciliation.  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Send your servants to care for those who suffer. Use our ministries and our 

lives to reach out with compassion to those who are hungry, oppressed, 

lonely, or ill especially Tom, Hilda and Larry. Grant them healing and 

wholeness.  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 

Send prophets to speak difficult truths, even when they are poorly 

received. Embolden those who ask hard questions and challenge 

accepted ways. Instill in youth and elders alike a passion for pointing to 

Jesus in all things.  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

We remember your saints, both those publicly celebrated and those 

more humbly remembered. Confident that your work will be completed, 

we live in faith until the day of your coming.  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. 

Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
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PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
MEAL  

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.  

 
OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray.  

 

God of our waiting and watching, 
we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 

to the service of all your people. 

Prepare the way before us 

as we meet you in this simple meal, 

through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 

Amen. 

 
Please rise in body or spirit.  

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING      

  
DIALOGUE         

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
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You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

through whom you will also make all things new 

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY   

 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

  

With this bread and cup 

we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. 

Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people. 

Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

  

All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, 
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Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION    

 

Come to Christ’s banquet. 

Feast on God’s gift of grace. 
  

The assembly is seated. 
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COMMUNION SONG    

COMMUNION      

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen.  
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION    

Let us pray.  
 

Most High God, 
you have come among us at this table. 

By the Spirit’s power,  

form us to be bearers of your word, 

sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 

through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 

Amen. 
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SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS       Kathy Billger 
 

BLESSING 

Church, receive this blessing.  
 

The God of hope 

fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that we may abound in hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 
Amen. 
  
SENDING SONG                    HARK, THE GLAD SOUND!                    ELW 426  
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

Announcements                               December 5, 2021 

PRAYERS FOR Health and Healing: 

• Tom Bucks, recovering from stroke (Pam Ferraro’s brother) 

• Hilda Cooney, recovering from a fall 

• Larry Kuser, undergoing medical tests 

• Mary Ellen Dougherty, surgery (friend of Ruth Nice) 

• Laurie Sweinhart, chemo (cousin of Mark Fitzgerald) 

• Debbie DeTurk, cancer (sister of Lori DeTurk) 
 

PRAYERS FOR those in grief: 

• Family and friends of Dave Wells Sr., father-in-law of Danielle 

(Undercuffler) Wells 

• Family and friends of Ruth Houp (friends of  Pam Ferraro) 

• Family and friends of Linda Shere (friend of Ruth Nice) 
 

 

PRAYERS FOR those Needing Continued Prayers: 

    Ann Marie, Bob Arobone, Jalen Gray, Sharon Smith,  

              Khristopher Yoder 
    

PRAYERS FOR those at home: 

 Polly Blackwell   Charles & Gloria Christman 

 Jean & Bill Christy   Roy & Marie Geiger 

 Paul McFarland   Ruth Nice    

 Helen Penketh   Michael Quicksell  

 Clayton & Ann Rhoads  Jane Roth    

 Betty Shenk    Cookie Stasik 
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Today’s Worship Leaders: 

Presiding Minister:  Rev. Susan Sosnin 

Lector:  Connie Hukari 

Ushers:  Gary Fronheiser, Ron Hukari 

 
Sponsors:   

The Bulletins are sponsored by Hilda Cooney in loving memory of Dave 

on their anniversary. 

 
Welcome 

We welcome Rev. Susan Sosnin as our Presiding Minister.    
 

Social Ministry Project 

We are collecting items for the family shelter at Pottstown Salvation Army 

once again.  We need the following gently used or new items listed 

below: (Items can be put in the bin in the Narthex.) 

 

     Bath Towels  Wash Cloths  Twin Sheets 

     Hand Towels           Kitchen towels Blankets 
  

Knitters Needed 

Boyertown’s Multi-Service is in need of hats for children and adults.  If you 

can help, yarn is available for use in the class room next to  

Memorial hall. 

 
2022 Offering Envelopes 

Offering Envelopes for 2022 are available at the entrance to the 

Sanctuary.  If you are unable to pick them up, please contact the office 

for arrangements. 
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Date Week of Dec. 5 to 11 Location 

Sunday, Dec. 5 

2nd Sunday of Advent  
9:30 am Worship Sanctuary 

Wednesday, Dec. 8 1:00 - 4:00 pm CCR Shopping CCR 

Thursday, Dec. 9 
6:45 pm Council Meeting 

6:00 - 8:00 pm CCR Shopping 

Memorial Hall 

CCR 

Worship Leaders Sunday, Dec. 12 Sunday, Dec. 19 

Lector  Dave Janzow  Kathy Billger 

Ushers Dave Girton, Ron Hukari Larry Billger, Terry Conrad 

Office Volunteers Donna Biehl (Dec. 9) Pat Hallman (Dec. 16) 

100th Anniversary Campaign 

Pledges received year to date:  $96,430 

Actual year to date:  $86,990 

      Worship and Stewardship  

Our November  Commitment             Our Generosity  Overage/Shortfall 

   Budget           $12,020                    $10,825            -$1,195 

   Mission Support         $672                         $510               -$162 

 

                Worship Sponsors, Postage and Pastor’s Discretionary Fund = $350    


