
   

 

PRELUDE 

On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry         
setting, Anne Krentz Organ ©2007 Augsburg Fortress 

 

GATHERING HYMN: 

ELW 249     On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry 
Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite; Music: European tune, Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621. 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: 

ELW 256     Comfort, Comfort Now My People 
Text: Johann G. Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.; Music: Trente quatre pseaumes de David, 

Geneva, 1551. 

 

COMMUNION 

Comfort, Comfort Now My People         
setting, Timothy Albrecht ©1992 Augsburg Fortress 

 

SENDING SONG: 

ELW 246     Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding! 
Text: Latin hymn, 1632; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-1878; Music: William H. Monk, 1823-1889. 
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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit Calls us together as the people of God. 
 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, 

Father, ☩Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Who alone does wondrous things. 

Blessed be God’s name forever. 
 

Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. 

Let us confront our sins, 

and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God of new beginnings, 
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 

We have strayed from your paths. 

We prepare for war instead of peace. 

We dishonor one another and your creation. 

Purify us with your refining fire 

and set us again on your way of love, 

that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 

and welcome your coming among us.  Amen. 

 

St. Luke Lutheran Church is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the 

Lenapehoking people and we give thanks for their presence here since time 

immemorial.  We also wish to recognize and honor all our Indigenous siblings who 

have and continue to call this land their home. 
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People of God, 

a new thing is growing in our midst, 

a tender branch, 

a living sign. 

By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 

You have put on ☩ Christ, 

and your sins have been washed away. 

Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 
Amen. 
   
GATHERING HYMN        On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry            ELW 249 
 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you 

 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Stir up our hearts, Lord God,  
to prepare the way of your only Son.  

By his coming,  

nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace;  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

We praise you, O God, for this circle of light 

that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. 

As we light the candles on this wreath, 

kindle within us the fire of your Spirit, 

that we may be light shining in the darkness. 

Enlighten us with your grace, 

that we may welcome others as you have welcomed us. 

Grant this through Christ our Lord, 

whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.  Amen. 
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

FIRST READING:                     

A reading from Isaiah 11:1-10 

 
1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 

  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

  the spirit of counsel and might, 

  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

 

 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

  or decide by what his ears hear; 

 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 

  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

 

 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

  the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

  and a little child shall lead them. 

 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 

  their young shall lie down together; 

  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 

 9They will not hurt or destroy 

  on all my holy mountain; 

 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

  as the waters cover the sea. 
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 10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; 

the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 72:1-7, 18-19                                                       
 

   1Give the king your justice, O God, 

  and your righteousness to the king’s son; 

 2that he may rule your people righteously 

  and the poor with justice; 

 3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 

  and the hills, in righteousness. 

 4Let him defend the needy among the people, 

  rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.  

 5May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, 

  from one generation to another. 

 6Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, 

  like showers that water the earth. 

 7In his time may the righteous flourish; 

  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no 

more. 

 18Blessed are you, LORD God, the God of Israel; 

  you alone do wondrous deeds! 

 19And blessed be your glorious name forever, 

  and may all the earth be filled with your glory. Amen. Amen.  
 

SECOND READING:              

A reading from Romans 15:4-13 
 

4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so 

that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we 

might have hope. 5May the God of steadfastness and encouragement 

grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ 

Jesus, 6so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for 

the glory of God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the 

circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm 

the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles 

might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 

 “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 

  and sing praises to your name”; 
10and again he says, 

 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 
11and again, 

 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 

  and let all the peoples praise him”; 
12and again Isaiah says, 

 “The root of Jesse shall come, 

  the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 

 in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so 

that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

Please rise in body or spirit 
 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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GOSPEL:    

The holy gospel according to Matthew 3:1-12 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 

proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This 

is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 

 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make his paths straight.’ ” 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his 

waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of 

Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along 

the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 

confessing their sins. 

 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, 

he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 

wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to 

say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God 

is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the 

ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear 

good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more 

powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. 

He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in 

his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat 

into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The assembly is seated. 

SERMON                                    The Rev. Dr. Susan Folks 
 

Please rise in body or spirit. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY       Comfort, Comfort Now My People         ELW 256 

     

CREED 

Together, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles Creed.  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

The assembly is seated. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a 

world that yearns for new hope. 

A brief silence. 

God, you renew the church in every age. We give thanks for hymn 

writers and theologians especially John of Damascus, whom we 

commemorate today. Inspire teachers, writers, and musicians to delight 

and instruct your people. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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You give us a vision of creation in harmony, when hurting and 

destruction will be no more. Teach us to be stewards of the earth and 

companions to its creatures. Restore to balance and wholeness what 

human greed has harmed. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

You defend the cause of all who are poor and oppressed. Raise up 

leaders who will govern with equity and serve the common good. 

Guide judges, lawmakers, and public officials to protect the rights of 

those who cannot advocate for themselves. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

You deliver those in need from suffering and fear. Come to the aid of 

any who are exploited or abused, especially children, elders, and 

victims of human trafficking. Provide safety and help to our neighbors 

without shelter, refugees, and those fleeing violence especially those in 

Ukraine, Afghanistan, Syria and Gaza. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

You urge your people to welcome one another as you have welcomed 

us. Nurture ministries of hospitality and care in this and every 

congregation. We pray for people who are homebound, hospitalized, 

or separated from loved ones. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

You embrace all who have died, especially John, Nicholas, and 

Ambrose, trusting in your promises, and we give thanks for their faithful 

witness. Sustain us in hope until we are united with them in the joy of 

your eternal presence. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather 

our prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ 

name we pray. 
Amen. 
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PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

MEAL 

Thank you for your continued generosity to St. Luke  

and the mission of God we share.   

An offering plate is located near the front entrance to receive your gifts. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 
 

Eternal God, 
you make the desert bloom 

and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 

Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, 

and make us messengers of your mercy and love 

for all in need of your healing and justice. 

We ask this through Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

DIALOGUE    

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
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through whom you will also make all things new 

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
All are welcome to the table.  If you will be coming to the altar for communion, please 

follow the ushers' instructions.  Those who are choosing to stay in the pew, using the 

prefilled cups, and those who need to have the pastor bring the elements to them 

should wait for instructions from the pastor.  Children are most welcome to accompany 

their parents to the altar for a blessing. 

 

Be strong, do not fear! 

Here is your God, who has come to save you. 
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COMMUNION SONG 

 

 

 

COMMUNION 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen 

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in God’s grace. 
Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

 

Faithful God, 
in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 

bringing heaven to earth  

in the body and blood of Christ. 

As we wait for the day  

when all your promises will be fulfilled, 

sustain us and strengthen us  

by this holy mystery. 
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Guide us toward your promised future, 

coming to birth in Jesus Christ  

our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

Please rise in body and spirit. 

 

BLESSING 

Church, receive this blessing. 
 

God the eternal Word, 

who dwells with us in Jesus, 

and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG         Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding!              ELW 246 

   

DISMISSAL 

Christ is near, go in peace  
Knowing, sharing and celebrating Christ. 

 

POSTLUDE    

From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright ©2021 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved                        
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Lectionary for December 5-10 
 

Monday – Psalm 21; Isaiah 24:1-16a; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12 

Tuesday – Psalm 21; Isaiah 41: 14-20; Romans 15:14-21 

Wednesday – Psalm 21; Genesis 15:1-18; Matthew 12:33-37 

Thursday – Psalm 146:5-10; Ruth 1:6-18; 2 Peter 3:1-10 

Friday – Psalm 146:5-10; Ruth 4:13-17; 2 Peter 3:11-18 

Saturday – Psalm 146:5-10; 1 Samuel 2:1-8; Luke 3:1-18        
 

Today’s Worship Leaders: 

Worship Minister:  The Rev. Dr. Susan Folks 

Director of Music:  Lincoln Noecker 

Lector:  Dave Janzow 

Ushers:  Ron Hukari, Dave Janzow 
 

Sponsors: 

The Bulletins are sponsored by Hilda Cooney in memory of Dave & Hilda’s 

wedding anniversary. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS                             December 4,  2022 

 

PRAYERS FOR Health and Healing: 

· Betty Shenk, temporary rehab at Manatawny Manor 

· Cookie Stasik, hospitalized for a fall 

· Percy Derr, back surgery 

· Dennis Byrnes, surgery recovery (friend of the Ferraro’s) 

· Rita Guenther, surgery recovery (sister of Mike Ferraro) 

 
PRAYERS FOR those in grief: 

· Family & friends of George Freyer (Martyne Moyer’s father) 

· Family & friends of Laurie Swinehart (Mark Fitzgerald’s cousin) 

· Family & friends of Michaela Johnson (motorcycle accident, 

girlfriend of Diane Breault’s stepson, Tyler) 

· Family & friends of Dorothy Jones, (Sharon Smith’s mother) 
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PRAYERS FOR those Needing Continued Prayers:  

 Bob Arobone    Tom Bucks     

 Jalen Gray    Larry Kuser    

 Bonnie Ritter   Sharon Smith 

 Kristopher Yoder 

 
PRAYERS FOR those at home: 

 Charles & Gloria Christman Jean & Bill Christy    

 Marie Geiger   Paul McFarland    

 Ruth Nice    Helen Penketh    

 Clayton & Ann Rhoads  Cookie Stasik    

 Betty Shenk  

  

IN OUR PRAYERS:  This morning in our prayers we remember the saints 

whose commemorations fall during this week:  
 

December 4  John of Damascus, theologian & hymnwriter, c. 749 

December 6 Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, c. 342 

December 7 Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, 397 
 

December’s Worship Schedule 
 

Sunday, December 18 

Stay after worship and help us decorate our Chrismon Tree 

 

Saturday, December 24 

Christmas Eve worship services at 2:00 pm and 7:00 pm 

 

Sunday, December 25 

Christmas Morning worship at 9:30 am 

 
Items Needed for Salvation Army 

 

Leslie Romasco’s Thrivent Action Team is collecting new or used towels 

(bath, hand, washcloths, and kitchen), twin sheets and blankets, new 

pillows, plus hygiene products for the Pottstown Salvation Army Family  

Shelter.  When a family leaves the shelter they take their towels to their 

new home.  A box is in the narthex for donations.   
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100th Anniversary Campaign 

Pledges received year to date:  $96,430 

Actual monies received to date:  $121,554 

            Worship and Stewardship  

Our November Commitment             Our Generosity  Overage/Shortfal 

          Budget                 $12,502             $8,184              -$4,318 

          Mission Support         $624                 $ 468                          -$   156                                                                 

                                                     BACA Concert 

Boyertown Area Choral Arts 30th annual holiday concert “Sing for Joy” 

will be held today at 3:00 pm at Good Shepherd UCC in Boyertown, PA. 

A cookie reception follows immediately after the performance. 

 
Choir Practice 

There will be a brief choir rehearsal after worship service today. 

 
2023 Offering Envelopes 

Offering envelopes for 2023 are available in the Narthex.  If you cannot 

get to the church to pick them up, please call Marsha in the church  

office for other arrangements. 

 
Musical Talent Wanted 

If you have a special musical talent that you would like to share during 

the Christ mas Eve worship service (or any other Sunday), please contact 

Linc Noecker by December 15. 

 
                                                    Poinsettias 

We are taking orders for poinsettias for Christmas.  The plants cost $11 

each.  If interested in purchasing a plant, please complete a form and 

place in the offering plate with payment.  Checks can be payable to St. 

Luke Lutheran Church. (forms are available on the table in the Narthex) 
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Date Week of Dec. 4-10 Location 

Sunday, December 4 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

9:30 am Worship 

10:30 am Bible Study 

Nave 

Green Room 

Tuesday, December 6 
6:30 pm Cherub Choir 

7:00 pm Boy Scouts 

Choir Room 

Memorial Hall  

Wednesday, December 7 
1:00-4:00 pm CCR  

Donations 
CCR 

Thursday, December 8 

6:00 - 8:00 pm CCR Shopping 

6:30 pm Girl Scouts 

6:45 Council Meeting 

CCR 

Memorial Hall 

Green Room 

Friday, December 9 8:30 pm AA Meeting Class Room Downstairs 

Worship Leaders Sunday, December 11 Sunday, December 18 

Lector Connie Hukari Joe Vendetti 

Ushers Ron Hukari, Dave Janzow Ron Hukari, Dave Janzow 

Office Volunteers Donna Biehl (Dec. 8) Cindy Bealer (Dec. 15) 


