
   

 

 

 

PRELUDE 

Of the Father's Love Begotten  
setting, Christopher Uehlein ©2001 Augsburg Fortress. 

 

GATHERING HYMN: 

ELW 275     Angels, from the Realms of Glory 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4; Music: Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: 

ELW 295     Of the Father's Love Begotten 
Text: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348-413; tr. composite; Music: Plainsong modeV, 13th cent., Arr. ©2007 CPH 

Publishing. 

 

SENDING SONG: 

ACS 913     While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks 
Text: Nahum Tate, 1652–1715; Music: Este's Psalmes, 1592; arr. George Kirbye, 1560–1634. 
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Welcome to 9:30 am Worship 
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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit Calls us together as the people of God. 
 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, 

Father, ☩Son, and Holy Spirit. 

the Word made flesh, 

our life and our salvation. 
Amen. 

 

Trusting the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior, 

let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

God of life, 
you promise good news of great joy for all people, 

and call us to be messengers of your peace. 

We confess that too often we hoard our joy, 

our resources, and our security. 

We nurture conflict and build barriers. 

We neglect the needs of our neighbors 

and ignore the groaning of creation. 

Have mercy on us. 

Where we are self-centered, open our hearts. 

Where we are reluctant, give us courage. 

Where we are cynical, restore our trust. 

St. Luke Lutheran Church is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the 

Lenapehoking people and we give thanks for their presence here since time 

immemorial.  We also wish to recognize and honor all our Indigenous siblings who 

have and continue to call this land their home. 



 3 

 

Renew us with your grace 

and give us again the hope of eternal life in you. 

Amen. 

 

Hear the good news: 

We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises 

through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 

In ☩ Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed. 

Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth 

shall know the salvation of God. 
Amen. 

 

  GATHERING HYMN        Angels, from the Realms of Glory          ELW 275 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you 

 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY 

All-powerful and unseen God,  
the coming of your light 

into our world has brightened weary hearts with peace.  

Call us out of darkness,  

and empower us to proclaim the birth of your Son,  

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

FIRST READING:                     

A reading from Isaiah 52:7-10 

 
7How beautiful upon the mountains 

 are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 

 who brings good news, 

 who announces salvation, 

 who says to Zion, "Your God reigns." 

 8Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 

 together they sing for joy; 

 for in plain sight they see 

 the return of the LORD to Zion. 

 9Break forth together into singing, 

 you ruins of Jerusalem; 

 for the LORD has comforted his people, 

 he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

 10The LORD has bared his holy arm 

 before the eyes of all the nations; 

 and all the ends of the earth shall see 

 the salvation of our God.  

 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 98 

 1O sing to the LORD a new song, 

 for he has done marvelous things. 

 His right hand and his holy arm 

 have gotten him victory. 

 2The LORD has made known his victory; 

 he has revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations. 

 3He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness 

 to the house of Israel. 

 All the ends of the earth have seen 
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 the victory of our God. 

 4Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 

 break forth into joyous song and sing praises. 

 5Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, 

 with the lyre and the sound of melody. 

 6With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

 make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD. 

 7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 

 the world and those who live in it. 

 8Let the floods clap their hands; 

 let the hills sing together for joy 

 9at the presence of the LORD, for he is coming 

 to judge the earth. 

 He will judge the world with righteousness, 

 and the peoples with equity.  
 

SECOND READING:              

A reading from Hebrews 1:1-12 
 

1Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the 

prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he 

appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the 

worlds. 3He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's 

very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had 

made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty 

on high, 4having become as much superior to angels as the name he 

has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 
5For to which of the angels did God ever say, 

 "You are my Son; 

 today I have begotten you"? 

Or again, 

 "I will be his Father, 

 and he will be my Son"? 
6And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 

 "Let all God's angels worship him." 
7Of the angels he says, 

 "He makes his angels winds, 
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 and his servants flames of fire." 
8But of the Son he says, 

 "Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, 

 and the righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom. 

 9You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 

 therefore God, your God, has anointed you 

 with the oil of gladness beyond your companions." 
10And, 

 "In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, 

 and the heavens are the work of your hands; 

 11they will perish, but you remain; 

 they will all wear out like clothing; 

 12like a cloak you will roll them up, 

 and like clothing they will be changed. 

 But you are the same, 

 and your years will never end."  

 

Word of God, Word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Please rise in body or spirit 
 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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GOSPEL:    

The holy gospel according to John 1:1-14 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into 

being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. 

What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all 

people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 

overcome it. 

 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a 

witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He 

himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true 

light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet 

the world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own 

people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed 

in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were 

born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 

God. 

 
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen 

his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.  

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
The assembly is seated. 

 

SERMON                                  The Rev. Dr. Susan Folks 
 

Please rise in body or spirit. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY        Of the Father’s Love Begotten                 ELW 295 

     

CREED 

Together, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles Creed.  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

The assembly is seated. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we 

pray for the church, the life of the earth, and the whole human family. 

A brief silence. 
 

The church in every land makes a joyful noise to herald your coming, O 

God. We give thanks for poets, musicians, and hymnwriters who give 

voice to our praise, and for all who lead the church’s worship. God of 

grace, 
hear our prayer. 
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This day dawns with new hope for all living things, and from ocean 

depths to mountain peaks the earth rejoices. Inspire in us an urgent zeal 

to protect the planet and renew its resources. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

 

Bring heavenly peace to this world and an end to armed conflict 

especially in Ukraine, Afghanistan, Syria, and Gaza. Raise up leaders in 

every nation who will honor human rights and establish equal justice for 

all people. Give courage to all who speak out against oppression and 

advocate for the powerless. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

 

Guard the lives of any in danger, especially those who work to protect 

others. Lead any who are in desperate circumstances to sanctuary, 

help, and safety. Grant rest to the weary and soothe those who are 

troubled. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

 

Bless all who gather to worship on this holy day. Be present at our tables 

and celebrations, and watch over those who travel. Sustain charities, 

outreach ministries, and food pantries that give generously to people in 

need. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

In Christ we have beheld your glory, full of grace and truth. We give 

thanks for those in every generation who reflect the light of Christ 

especially Stephen, John, and the Holy Innocents. May their witness 

shine forth in our time. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

 

Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we 

commend all for whom we pray to the mercy of God. 
Amen. 

 
PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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MEAL 

Thank you for your continued generosity to St. Luke  

and the mission of God we share.   

An offering plate is located near the front entrance to receive your gifts. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 
 

God of abundance, 
receive and bless these gifts we have offered. 

Join our hearts with the song of the angels, 

and gather us at your table of celebration. 

Strengthen us to share with all the world 

the abundance of your grace upon grace, 

poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 

Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

DIALOGUE    

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

through whom you will also make all things new 

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



 11 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
All are welcome to the table.  If you will be coming to the altar for communion, please 

follow the ushers' instructions.  Those who are choosing to stay in the pew, using the 

prefilled cups, and those who need to have the pastor bring the elements to them 

should wait for instructions from the pastor.  Children are most welcome to accompany 

their parents to the altar for a blessing. 

 

Glory to God in the highest! 

Come to the table of peace. 
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COMMUNION SONG 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen 

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in God’s grace. 
Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

 

God our redeemer, 
you have fed us at this table 

with gifts of grace, truth, and life. 

As you have gathered us in joy, 

send us forth as messengers of your peace. 

Make us shine with the good news of your glory, 

born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

Please rise in body and spirit. 

 

BLESSING 

Church, receive this blessing. 
 

God bless you and keep you, 

☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth, 

and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts, 

now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG       While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks          ACS 913 

DISMISSAL 

Christ is near, go in peace  
Knowing, sharing and celebrating Christ. 

 

POSTLUDE    
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Lectionary for December 26-31 

Monday – Psalm 148; Wisdom 4:7-15; Acts 7:59—8:8 

Tuesday – Psalm 148; Proverbs 8:22-31; 1 John 5:1-12 

Wednesday – Psalm 148; Isaiah 49:13-23; Matthew 18:1-14 

Thursday – Psalm 20; Jeremiah 31:15-22; Luke 19:41-44 

Friday – Psalm 20; Isaiah 26:1-9; 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 

Saturday - Psalm 20; 1 Kings 3:5-14; John 8:12-19 
  

Today’s Worship Leaders: 

Worship Minister:  The Rev. Dr. Susan Folks 

Director of Music:  Lincoln Noecker 

Lector:  Ron Ball 

Ushers:  Ron Hukari, Dave Janzow 
 

Sponsors: 

The flowers are sponsored in honor of Dorothy & Ron Girton’s 67th 

wedding anniversary. 
 

PRAYERS FOR Health and Healing: 

· Rob Hahsman, hospitalized for infection,  

(Dennis O’Connell’s relative) 

· Maribeth Huber, knee surgery 
 

PRAYERS FOR those in grief: 

· Family & friends of Dorothy Jones, (Sharon Smith’s mother) 
 

PRAYERS FOR those Needing Continued Prayers:  

 Bob Arobone   Tom Bucks   Kristopher Yoder  

 Jalen Gray   Larry Kuser  Sharon Smith  

 Bonnie Ritter    
 

PRAYERS FOR those at home: 

 Charles & Gloria Christman Jean & Bill Christy    

 Marie Geiger   Paul McFarland    

 Ruth Nice    Helen Penketh    

 Clayton & Ann Rhoads  Cookie Stasik    

 Betty Shenk  
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IN OUR PRAYERS:  This morning in our prayers we remember the saints 

whose commemorations fall during this week:  
 

December 26 - STEPHEN, DEACON AND MARTYR 

        2Chronicles 24;17-22; Psalm 17:1-9, 15; Acts 6:8-7a;2, 51-         

        60. Matthew 23:34-39 

December 27 - JOHN, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST 

         Genesis 1:1-5, 26-31; Psalm 116:12-19; 1 John 1:1-2:2;               

        John 26:20-25 

December 28 - THE HOLY INNOCENTS, MARTYRS 

        Jeremiah 31:15-17; Psalm 124; 1 Peter 4:12-19;  

        Matthew 2:13-18 

 
                                  Items Needed for Salvation Army 
 

Leslie Romasco’s Thrivent Action Team is collecting new or used towels 

(bath, hand, washcloths, and kitchen), twin sheets and blankets, new 

pillows, plus hygiene products for the Pottstown Salvation Army Family  

Shelter.  When a family leaves the shelter they take their towels to their 

new home.  A box is in the narthex for donations.   
 

                                          2023 Offering Envelopes 

Offering envelopes for 2023 are available in the Narthex.  If you cannot 

get to the church to pick them up, please call Marsha in the church 

office for other arrangements. 
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Date Week of Dec. 25-31 Location 

Sunday, December 25 

Nativity of Our Lord: 

Christmas Day 

9:30 am Worship 

  

Nave 

 

Tuesday, December 27 
6:30 pm Cherub Choir 

7:00 pm Boy Scouts 

Choir Room 

Memorial Hall  

Wednesday, December 28 

1:00-4:00 pm CCR  

Shopping 

7:00 pm Handbells 

CCR 

 

Sanctuary 

Friday, December 30 8:30 pm AA Meeting Class Room Downstairs 

Worship Leaders Sunday, January 1 Sunday, January 8 

Lector Mike Romasco Dave Janzow 

Ushers Dave Girton, Ron Hukari Larry Billger, Terry Conrad 

Office Volunteers Cindy Bealer (Dec. 29) Pat Hallman (Jan. 5) 

100th Anniversary Campaign 

Pledges received year to date:  $96,430 

Actual monies received to date:  $121,904 

            Worship and Stewardship  

Our November Commitment             Our Generosity  Overage/Shortfall 

          Budget                 $12,502             $8,184              -$4,318 

          Mission Support         $624                 $ 468                          -$   156                                                                 


