
 

 

 

 

 

December 2020 eBlast 

 The First Decorated Tree? 

Reportedly, we can thank Martin Luther for 

the Christmas Tree.  Luther was so moved by 

the beauty of the stars shining between the 

branches of a fir tree that he brought home an  

evergreen tree and decorated it with candles to 

share the image with his children. 

1. What is the best-selling Christmas movie of all 

time? 

2. What object does George promise to give Mary 

in It’s a Wonderful Life? 

A Message from our Pastor 

The Advent and Christmas Seasons are a delight 

to the senses. 

Decorations both inside and out bring joy to the 

eyes as well as the heart. 

Comfy sweaters and blankets, fuzzy socks and  

mittens comfort the body and the soul.  

Hot chocolate, cookies, fudge, peppermint and 

gingerbread are the treats and flavors we crave.  

The smell of pine and the aroma of cinnamon 

transport us to memories of seasons past with 

those we love and miss.   

The sounds of the season: carols, choirs, giggles, 

and jingles.  This may be the only sense I truly 

need this season.  It is the one I will miss the most 

this year…  

 

The link below is a Christmas Carol for the senses. 

The haunting melody and text describe how chil-

dren around the world “see” baby Jesus.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=ifgnXSB4M60&list=RDifgnXSB4M60&start_radio=1

&t=206 

 

Peace to you  

this Advent & Christmas Season. 

Pastor Mary Ann  

                                Calendar 

CCR Closed until further notice 

Dec. 13  Congregational Meeting to elect new 

     council members 

Dec. 13  Annual reports due to church admin. 

Dec. 13  Catechism Class 1:00 to 3:00 at  

   New Hanover Picnic Grove (TBD) 

Dec. 15  Women’s Bible Study 7:00 pm virtual 

Dec. 21  Service of Hope 7:15 pm virtual 

Dec. 24  Office Closed 

Dec. 24  3:00 pm Virtual Worship 

               7:00 pm worship outside (TBD) 

Dec. 26 to Jan. 5  Pastor on vacation 

Dec. 28  Winter Winged Ox to be distributed 

Dec. 30  Office Closed 

Dec. 31  Office Closed 

Jan. 15   Annual Report to be available via mail/    

    website 

Jan. 24   Annual Meeting 
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A Message from Director of Music 

     With Christmas nearly here, there is so much holi-

day music and many trivial jingles.   But inside the St. 

Luke choir files is a unique Christmas anthem without 

any of the usual words or symbols as part of the text.  

There are no glorias, no stables, no shepherds - not 

even a baby.   

     But this special anthem, Christ the Appletree, 

brings back many fond memories because apple 

trees are part of my earliest childhood years. My 

grandfather's homestead in upstate Pennsylvania 

where I lived for several years with my parents was 

surrounded by his two dozen or so apple trees.  

From blossom until harvest time, Pappy worked hard 

to produce the best apples and the tastiest cider in 

town.  His apple trees were his life.  I remember  

sitting on the tailgate of his old Ford pickup, rolling 

slowly door to door, selling apples by the bushel.  

Have you ever gone into a root cellar filled with a 

mountain of apples?  What a heavenly aroma!      

     The text of Christ the Appletree comes from 18th 

century England.   Just like edible apple trees 

brought from England, that text took root in colonial 

New Hampshire where Joshua Smith's adaptation 

became popular.  Life was difficult then.  Apple 

trees were dependable and life-saving.  Could this 

be why the apple tree is used to symbolize Christ?  

In this time - and for our lives, Jesus Christ, the apple 

tree, is our tree of life; its leaves meant for the  

healing of the nations.  Here are those profound 

words of a different kind of carol which capture 

both the beauty and wonder of Christmas. 

 

 The tree of life my soul hath seen 

 Laden with fruit and always green 

 The trees of nature fruitless be 

 Compared with Christ the appletree. 

 

 His beauty doth all things excel 

 By faith I know but ne'er can tell 

 The glory which I now can see 

 In Jesus Christ the appletree. 

   

 

 For happiness I long have sought 

 And pleasure dearly I have bought 

 I missed of all but now I see 

 'Tis found in Christ the appletree. 
   

 This fruit does make my soul to thrive 

 It keeps my dying faith alive 

 Which makes my soul in haste to be 

 With Jesus Christ the appletree. 

 I'm wearied with my former toil,  

 Here I will sit and rest awhile, 

 Under the shadow I will be, 

 Of Jesus Christ the appletree. 

    Several wonderful settings are available.  A choral 

version of Christ the Appletree (the St. Luke anthem) 

can be found here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8q6bbdeMKFk 
 

     A history of apples in Boyertown can be found 

here: 

https://freconfarms.com/cider/cider-education/ 
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2. What object does George promise to give Mary 

in It’s a Wonderful Life? 

Young Linc doing quality control 



 

 

3. In Frosty  the Snowman, what is the name of 

the magician? 

Recipe from SLLC Cookbook 

Holiday Fudge by Shirley Moyer 

1-2/3 c. granulated sugar  

 2 Tbs. butter 

1/2 tsp. salt 

2/3 c. Undiluted evaporated milk 

1/2 c. semi-sweet choc. Bits 

2 c. miniature marshmallows 

1/14 tsp. vanilla 

3/4 c. chopped nuts (opt.) 
 

In saucepan combine sugar, butter, salt and 

milk.  Bring to a low boil, stirring constantly.  

After boiling starts, cook for 6 minutes.  Turn 

control to off position leaving pan on burner.  

Add chocolate, marshmallows, vanilla and 

nuts, if desired.  Stir until marshmallows melt 

and are well blended.  Pour at once into well 

buttered 9 x 9 inch pan.  Cool.  Cut into 

squares.  May be frozen. 
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St. Luke Knitters 

   We have more yarn!!!  Celeste Ball wrote a Thrivent 

Grant for two boxes of assorted colors.  The yarn is  

available in the Memorial Hall classroom across from the 

office.  Baby hats, adult hats for cancer patients and pray-

er shawls are needed.  The last batch of hats went to West 

Chester Hospital.  Select your favorite colors for the winter 

knitting months.  Don’t forget to pick up a free Thrivent tee 

shirt too. 
 

Food Collection Time 

   Both the Salvation Army and Boyertown Multi Service 

have had an increase in people needing food.  It is time 

for our church to collect food for both organizations.  To 

kick start this project, Dave Janzow wrote a grant for  

Multi Service and Pete Huber wrote one for the Salvation 

Army.  That means $500.00 of products will start this  

collection.  Unfortunately, the need is great.  The bins are 

in the Memorial Hall classroom across from the offices.  All 

food items are needed.  Call the church office for a time 

to safely bring in your donations.  If you want to donate 

but are not physically shopping because of the pandemic 

Pam Ferrero is accepting donations and will shop for you.  

You can call Pam at (484) 415-0766. 

 
 

Gilbertsville Fire Company Meal 

   Remember a few years ago when a group of us went to 

the fire company with food and well wishes for the  

volunteer fire fighters?  Dale Shaner’s Action Team 

 project again honored those volunteers at their Thursday 

night meeting.  Unfortunately, with COVID concerns, this 

time the food was just dropped off.  Weis kindly put the 

hoagies, desserts, potato and macaroni salads in  

separate containers.  Pastor Mary Ann wrote individual 

thank you notes for everyone.  Part two was an ice cream 

party the following week.  They appreciated both events.   

tel:(484)%20415-0766


 

May you have the spirit of Christmas which is 

Peace, the gladness of Christmas which is Hope, 

and the Heart of Christmas which is Love. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas from the St. Luke Staff, 

Rev. Mary Ann Siefke, Linc Noecker, Val Schlegel 

& Marsha Staub 

 

Answer to Christmas Movie Trivia: 

1.  The Grinch (2018) 

2.  The Moon 

3.  Professor Hinkle 

4.  Todd & Margo Chester 

4. What are the names of the neighbors in Christmas 

Vacation? 

                    Christmas Pickles 

 

If there’s a pickle among your snowman,  

angel and reindeer ornaments, you’re likely taking part 

in the  American tradition of hiding the green orna-

ment on the tree, so that the first child to find it wins a 

gift, or gets to open the first present  

Christmas morning.  The practice’s origins are a bit 

murky, but it’s like it grew from a Woolworths marketing 

gimmick from the 1800s, when the retailer received  

imported German ornaments shaped like a pickle and 

needed a sales pitch. 
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Advent is a time of Joy! 

   From the Latin word for “coming”, Advent is a 

time of preparation and anticipation for the  

coming of Christ both in the past in His incarnation 

as the baby Jesus, but also in the future with his 

promised second coming as Christ Triumphant.  

Furthermore, Advent is a time to focus on His  

present coming to us in the Word and Sacraments.  

In the Lutheran church there have been many 

traditions observed during Advent that help  

Christians to both prepare for and anticipate His 

coming at this time. 

Advent Wreath 

 

   The Advent wreath first appeared in 

Germany in 1839. A Lutheran minister 

working at a mission for children created 

a wreath out of the wheel of a cart. He 

placed twenty small red candles and four 

large white candles inside the ring. The 

red candles were lit on weekdays and the 

four white candles were lit on Sundays. 

 

   Eventually, the Advent wreath was created out of  

evergreens, symbolizing everlasting life in the midst of 

winter and death. The circle reminds us of God’s  

unending love and the eternal life He makes possible. 

Advent candles are often nestled in the evergreen 

wreath. Additional decorations, like holly and berries, 

are sometimes added. Their red color points ahead to 

Jesus’ sacrifice and death. Pinecones can symbolize 

the new life that Jesus brings through His resurrection. 

Families begin lighting a candle on the fourth Sunday 

before Christmas, and they light another candle each 

subsequent Sunday. 


