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Hymn of the Day 

ELW 723 

Canticle of the Turning 
Text: Rory Cooney, b. 1952, based on the Magnificat, Text ©1990 GIA  

Publications, Inc., All rights reserved.  Used by permission.  

Music: Irish traditional, Arrangement ©1990 GIA Publications, Inc., All rights  

reserved.  Used by permission. OneLicense #A-729465. 

 

 

Sending Song 

ELW 267 

Joy to the World 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748; Music: English melody, 18th cent.;  

arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872, Public Domain.  

Welcome to 9:30 am Worship 

ST. LUKE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
PRELUDE  

 

WELCOME  
Please rise in body or spirit.  

CALL TO WORSHIP 

All earth is hopeful, the Savior comes at last! 

Furrows lie open for God's creative task: 
this, the labor of people who struggle to see 

how God's truth and justice set everybody free. 

 

People of Israel, you heard the prophet tell: 

"A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel”; 
she conceived him, "God with us,"  

our brother, whose birth 

restores hope and courage to children of this earth. 

 

Mountains and valleys will have to be prepared; 

new highways opened, new protocols declared. 
Almost here! God is nearing, in beauty and grace! 

All clear every gateway, in haste, come out in haste! 

 

We first saw Jesus a baby in a crib. 
This same Lord Jesus today has come to live in our world;  

he is present, in neighbors we see 

our Jesus is with us, and ever sets us free. 

 
Litany:   ELW 266 All Earth is Hopeful  (text only) Text: Alberto Taulé, b. 1932; tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall, b. 1946, tr. ©1995 

Centro de Pastoral Litúrgica, admin. OCP Publications, All rights reserved.  Used by permission. OneLicense #A-729465. 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.  
With your abundant grace and might,  

free us from the sin that binds us,  

that we may receive you in joy  

and serve you always, for you live and reign  

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
The assembly is seated. 

 

Fourth Week of Advent 

Blessed are you, God of hosts, for you promised to send a son, 

Emmanuel, who brought your presence among us; and you promise 

through your Son Jesus to save us from our sin. 

 

As we light these candles, turn again to us in mercy; strengthen our faith 

in the word spoken by your prophets; restore us and give us life that we 

may be saved. 

 

O house of David, come, 
let us rejoice, for the Son of God, Emmanuel, 

comes to be with us. Amen. 

 
The Advent Wreath 

One of the best-known customs for the season is the Advent wreath. The wreath and 

winter candle-lighting in the midst of growing darkness strengthen some of the Advent 

images found in the Bible. The unbroken circle of greens is clearly an image of 

everlasting life, a victory wreath, the crown of Christ, or the wheel of time itself. 

Christians use the wreath as a sign that Christ reaches into our time to lead us to the 

light of everlasting life. The four candles mark the progress of the four weeks of Advent 

and the growth of light. Sometimes the wreath is embellished with natural dried flowers 

or fruit. Its evergreen branches lead the household and the congregation to the 

evergreen Christmas tree. In many homes, the family gathers for prayers around the 

wreath. 
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING:        Lector 

A reading from Micah 5:2-5a.  

     

  2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 

  who are one of the little clans of Judah, 

 from you shall come forth for me 

  one who is to rule in Israel, 

 whose origin is from of old, 

  from ancient days. 

 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 

 then the rest of his kindred shall return 

  to the people of Israel. 

 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 

  in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 

  to the ends of the earth; 

 5aand he shall be the one of peace.  

 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: LUKE 1:46B-55      Lector 

 
46bMy soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

  47my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

 48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. 

  From this day all generations will call me blessed: 

 49you, the Almighty, have done great things for me 

  and holy is your name. 

 50You have mercy on those who fear you, 

  from generation to generation.  

 51You have shown strength with your arm 
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  and scattered the proud in their conceit, 

 52casting down the mighty from their thrones 

  and lifting up the lowly. 

 53You have filled the hungry with good things 

  and sent the rich away empty. 

 54You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, 

  to remember the promise of mercy, 

 55the promise made to our forebears, 

  to Abraham and his children forever.  

 

SECOND READING:      Lector 

A reading from Hebrews 10:5-10. 

 
5Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, 

 “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 

  but a body you have prepared for me; 

 6in burnt offerings and sin offerings 

  you have taken no pleasure. 

 7Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ 

  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 
8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in 

sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are 

offered according to the law), 9then he added, “See, I have come to do 

your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 10And it is 

by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the 

body of Jesus Christ once for all.   

 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Please rise in body or spirit.  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      

 

GOSPEL: 

The holy gospel according to Luke 1:39-55. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the 

hill country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 

Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in 

her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed 

with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit 

of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of 

my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your 

greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who 

believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by 

the Lord.”  

  46And Mary said, 

 “My soul magnifies the Lord, 

  47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

  Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

  and holy is his name. 

 50His mercy is for those who fear him 

  from generation to generation. 

 51He has shown strength with his arm; 

  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
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 52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

  and lifted up the lowly; 

 53he has filled the hungry with good things, 

  and sent the rich away empty. 

 54He has helped his servant Israel, 

  in remembrance of his mercy, 

 55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

  to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”  

 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
The assembly is seated. 

Sermon          Ruth Nice 
 

Please rise in body or spirit.  
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HYMN OF THE DAY             CANTICAL OF THE TURNING              ELW 723 
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CREED 

Together, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostle’s Creed.  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
The assembly is seated. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and 

places that yearn for God’s presence. 

 

Nurturing God, you give us life and care for our every need. Use the 

church’s gifts and ministries for your service, bringing your word to all who 

seek your transforming grace.  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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Creator God, you proclaim your boundless love for all that you have 

made. Renew barren lands, polluted waters, and melting ice caps. Make 

us servants of your creation that brings forth abundant life.  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 

Righteous God, you bring down the mighty and lift up the lowly. 

Strengthen those who seek justice. Bless the work of community 

organizers, activists, journalists, and all who call our attention to 

imbalances of power.  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 

Compassionate God, you proclaim your love and mercy. Show your 

lovingkindness to teen parents and those who are pregnant. Comfort 

any struggling with infertility and those who await test results, are in 

treatment and hospice care, and others in need.  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 

Gracious God, you fill the hungry with good things. Bless the feeding 

ministries of this congregation and community. Guide us to share your 

bounty with those who hunger or live in poverty.  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 

Faithful God, you stir up the hearts of those who love you. We give you 

thanks for those who, like Mary, were courageous in their witness. Give us 

such courage until that day when you fulfill all things. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 

God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. 

Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
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PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray.  

 

God of our waiting and watching, 
we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 

to the service of all your people. 

Prepare the way before us 

as we meet you this Advent season, 

through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 

Amen. 

 
Please rise in body or spirit.  

 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

 

Holy God, 

the Beginning and the Ending, our Hope as we wait, 

we praise you for joining us to your people of old. 

We bless you for your prophets who call us to righteousness 

and promise a new earth with peace for all. 

For the Word of your covenant, we thank you, O God. 
We thank you, O God. 

  

We praise you for the coming of Jesus our Lord, 

who lifts up the lowly, heals the suffering world, 

and proclaims your way of mercy and truth. 

For your Word who is Christ, we magnify you, O God. 
We magnify you, O God. 

  

Send your Spirit on all who receive your Word. 

Nurture our faith with your grace, 



 12 

accompany us with your might, 

and empower our zeal for your justice and joy. 

For your Word through the church, we praise you, O God. 
We praise you, O God. 

  

All praise to you, holy God, 

today, tomorrow, and forever. 
Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

  
The assembly is seated. 
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SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS       Kathy Billger 
 

Please rise in body or spirit.  

 

BLESSING 

Church, receive this blessing.  
 

The God of hope 

fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that we may abound in hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG                    JOY TO THE WORLD                      ELW 267 

 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 
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Announcements                               December 19, 2021 

PRAYERS FOR Health and Healing: 

• Tom Bucks, recovering from stroke (Pam Ferraro’s brother) 

• Larry Kuser, Receiving chemo for lymphoma 

• Mary Ellen Dougherty, surgery (friend of Ruth Nice) 

• Laurie Sweinhart, chemo (cousin of Mark Fitzgerald) 

• Debbie DeTurk, cancer (sister of Lori DeTurk) 

• Marisue Good, recovering from heart surgery (Friend of Val 

Schlegel) 

• Martyne Moyer, recovering from knee surgery 

• Stacy Albright, surgery 

• Polly Blackwell, cataract surgery 
 

PRAYERS FOR those in grief: 

• Family and friends of Linda Shere (friend of Ruth Nice) 

• Family and friends of Cheryl Kehs (friend of Val Schlegel) 
 

 

PRAYERS FOR those Needing Continued Prayers: 

    Ann Marie, Bob Arobone, Jalen Gray, Sharon Smith,  

              Khristopher Yoder 
    

PRAYERS FOR those at home: 

 Polly Blackwell   Charles & Gloria Christman 

 Jean & Bill Christy   Roy & Marie Geiger 

 Paul McFarland   Ruth Nice    

 Helen Penketh   Michael Quicksell  

 Clayton & Ann Rhoads  Jane Roth    

 Betty Shenk    Cookie Stasik 
 

Today’s Worship Leaders: 

Assisting Minister:  Kathy Billger 

Sermon:  Ruth Nice 

Lector:  Kathy Billger 

Ushers:  Larry Billger, Terry Conrad 
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Sponsors 

The Flowers are sponsored by Ruth Nice in memory of Rev. Don Nice. 

The Bulletins are sponsored by Emily and Sarah Nice in memory of their 

grandfather. 
 

Social Ministry Project 

We are collecting items for the family shelter at Pottstown Salvation Army 

once again.  We need the following gently used or new items listed 

below: (Items can be put in the bin in the Narthex.) 

 

     Bath Towels  Wash Cloths  Twin Sheets 

     Hand Towels           Kitchen towels Blankets 
  

Knitters Needed 

Boyertown’s Multi-Service is in need of hats for children and adults.  If you 

can help, yarn is available for use in the class room next to  

Memorial hall. 

 
Annual Meeting 

An Annual Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 30, 2022.  Chairs of 

the Committees are reminded that reports to be included in the Annual 

Report are due in the office. 
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Date Week of Dec. 19 to 25 Location 

Sunday, Dec. 19 

4th  Sunday of Advent  
9:30 am Worship Sanctuary 

Wednesday, Dec. 22 CCR Closed CCR 

Worship Leaders Sunday, Dec. 26 Sunday, Jan. 2 

Lector  Joe Vendetti  Dave Janzow 

Ushers Dave Girton, Ron Hukari Dave Girton,  

Office Volunteers See Christmas Eve Pat Hallman (Dec. 30) 

100th Anniversary Campaign 

Pledges received year to date:  $96,430 

Actual year to date:  $102,179 

      Worship and Stewardship  

Our November  Commitment             Our Generosity  Overage/Shortfall 

   Budget           $12,020                    $10,825            -$1,195 

   Mission Support         $672                         $510               -$162 

 

                Worship Sponsors, Postage and Pastor’s Discretionary Fund = $350    

Christmas Eve 2:00 pm 7:00 pm 

Lector Pat Hallman Connie Hukari 

Ushers Terry Conrad, David Girton Ron Hukari, Dave Janzow 

Office Volunteers Cindy Bealer, Donna Biehl, Pat Hallman (Dec. 22) 

Parking Lot Loan 

Remaining balance $23,967.28 
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Children’s Page      December 19, 2021 


