
   

 

PRELUDE 

Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme, BWV 645       
setting, J.S.Bach 

 

GATHERING HYMN: 

ELW 242     Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn 
Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950; Music: Marty Haugen; Text and music ©1983 GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: 

ELW 266     All Earth Is Hopeful 
Text: Alberto Taulé, b.1932; tr.Madeleine Forell Marshall, b.1946; Music: Alberto Taulé; ©1993 admin. OCP Publications. 

 

COMMUNION 

There Is a Balm in Gilead  
setting, Anthony Giamanco ©2018, Lorenz Publishing Co. 

 

SENDING SONG: 

ELW 264     Prepare the Royal Highway 
Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847, tr.©1978 Augsburg Fortress; Music: Swedish folk tune, 17th cent. 

 
All Rights Reserved. Used by permission. Sundays and Seasons.com ©2022 Augsburg Fortress. Printed and Streamed with 

permission Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006561 and OneLicense #A-729465; otherwise, Public Domain.  
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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit Calls us together as the people of God. 
 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, 

Father, ☩Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Who alone does wondrous things. 

Blessed be God’s name forever. 
 

Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. 

Let us confront our sins, 

and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God of new beginnings, 
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 

We have strayed from your paths. 

We prepare for war instead of peace. 

We dishonor one another and your creation. 

Purify us with your refining fire 

and set us again on your way of love, 

that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 

and welcome your coming among us.  Amen. 

 

St. Luke Lutheran Church is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the 

Lenapehoking people and we give thanks for their presence here since time 

immemorial.  We also wish to recognize and honor all our Indigenous siblings who 

have and continue to call this land their home. 
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People of God, 

a new thing is growing in our midst, 

a tender branch, 

a living sign. 

By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 

You have put on ☩ Christ, 

and your sins have been washed away. 

Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 
Amen. 
   

GATHERING HYMN     Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn    ELW 242 
 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you 

 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God,  
and strengthen our faith in your coming,  

that, transformed by grace,  

we may walk in your way;  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. 

Your prophets spoke of a day when the desert would blossom 

and waters would break forth in the wilderness. 

Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath. 

Strengthen our hearts 

as we prepare for the coming of the Lord. 

May he give water to all who thirst, 

for he is our light and our salvation. 

Blessed be God forever.  Amen. 
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

FIRST READING:                     

A reading from Isaiah 35:1-10 

 
1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 

  the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

 like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, 

  and rejoice with joy and singing. 

 The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

  the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

 They shall see the glory of the LORD, 

  the majesty of our God. 

 

 3Strengthen the weak hands, 

  and make firm the feeble knees. 

 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

  “Be strong, do not fear! 

 Here is your God. 

  He will come with vengeance, 

 with terrible recompense. 

  He will come and save you.” 

 

 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 

  and streams in the desert; 

 7the burning sand shall become a pool, 

  and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

 the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 

  the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

 8A highway shall be there, 

  and it shall be called the Holy Way; 
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 the unclean shall not travel on it, 

  but it shall be for God’s people; 

  no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 

 9No lion shall be there, 

  nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

 they shall not be found there, 

  but the redeemed shall walk there. 

 10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, 

  and come to Zion with singing; 

 everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

  they shall obtain joy and gladness, 

  and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALMODY  Luke 1:46b-55                                                       

    
 46bMy soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

  47my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

 48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. 

  From this day all generations will call me blessed: 

 49you, the Almighty, have done great things for me 

  and holy is your name. 

 50You have mercy on those who fear you, 

  from generation to generation.  

 51You have shown strength with your arm 

  and scattered the proud in their conceit, 

 52casting down the mighty from their thrones 

  and lifting up the lowly. 

 53You have filled the hungry with good things 

  and sent the rich away empty. 

 54You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, 

  to remember the promise of mercy, 

 55the promise made to our forebears, 

  to Abraham and his children forever.  
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SECOND READING:              

A reading from James 5:7-10 
 

7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer 

waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it 

receives the early and the late rains. 8You also must be patient. 

Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9Beloved, do 

not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, 

the Judge is standing at the doors! 10As an example of suffering and 

patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the  

Lord. 

 

Word of God, Word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Please rise in body or spirit 
 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

GOSPEL:    

The holy gospel according to Matthew 11:2-11 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word 

by his disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are 

we to wait for another?” 4Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what 

you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers 

are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have  
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good news brought to them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes no 

offense at me.” 

 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: 

“What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by 

the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft 

robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9What then 

did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 

prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is written, 

 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

  who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater 

than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 

than he.”  

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The assembly is seated. 

SERMON                                    The Rev. Dr. Susan Folks 
 

Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                 All Earth is Hopeful                          ELW 266 

     

CREED 

Together, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles Creed.  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 
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On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

The assembly is seated. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a 

world that yearns for new hope. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Gracious God, we rejoice in the gifts of your Spirit. Equip the global 

church to magnify your love and peace in every land. We pray for the 

work of the Lutheran World Federation and ELCA Global Mission. God, 

in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

Abundant God, we rejoice in your creation. Revive lands we have 

squandered and depleted. Make gardens flourish in cities and 

neighborhoods. Cleanse polluted air and water so living things may 

breathe, drink, and praise you. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

Righteous God, we rejoice in your justice. End racism and oppression. 

Deliver all who are unjustly imprisoned or persecuted. Reconcile nations 

and peoples in conflict especially in Ukraine, Afghanistan, Syria, and 

Gaza. Help us pray for our enemies. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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Healing God, we rejoice in your compassion. Comfort any in distress 

because of worry, illness, or loss. Strengthen and protect health care 

workers, rescue teams, crisis counselors, and all who risk themselves to 

keep others safe. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

Abiding God, we rejoice in your company. Give us calm and patient 

hearts as we gather with family and friends. Keep us mindful of those for 

whom this season is not happy. Console the grieving and surround them 

with loving support. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

Faithful God, we rejoice with Mary, Mother of our Lord, and with all the 

saints, that your mercy endures for all generations. Look with favor on 

those who have died especially Lucy and John, and lead us to joyfully 

sing of your everlasting promises. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather 

our prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ 

name we pray. 
Amen. 

 
PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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MEAL 

Thank you for your continued generosity to St. Luke  

and the mission of God we share.   

An offering plate is located near the front entrance to receive your gifts. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 
 

Eternal God, 
you make the desert bloom 

and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 

Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, 

and make us messengers of your mercy and love 

for all in need of your healing and justice. 

We ask this through Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

DIALOGUE    

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

through whom you will also make all things new 

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 



 12 

 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
All are welcome to the table.  If you will be coming to the altar for communion, please 

follow the ushers' instructions.  Those who are choosing to stay in the pew, using the 

prefilled cups, and those who need to have the pastor bring the elements to them 

should wait for instructions from the pastor.  Children are most welcome to accompany 

their parents to the altar for a blessing. 

 

Be strong, do not fear! 

Here is your God, who has come to save you. 
 

COMMUNION SONG 
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COMMUNION 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen 

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in God’s grace. 
Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

 

Faithful God, 
in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 

bringing heaven to earth  

in the body and blood of Christ. 

As we wait for the day  

when all your promises will be fulfilled, 

sustain us and strengthen us  

by this holy mystery. 

Guide us toward your promised future, 

coming to birth in Jesus Christ  

our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

Please rise in body and spirit. 

 

BLESSING 

Church, receive this blessing. 
 

God the eternal Word, 

who dwells with us in Jesus, 

and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG             Prepare the Royal Highway                ELW 264 

   

DISMISSAL 

Christ is near, go in peace  
Knowing, sharing and celebrating Christ. 

 

POSTLUDE    

Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme     
setting, Gilbert M. Martin ©2012, Lorenz Publishing Co  

From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright ©2021 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved                        
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Lectionary for December 12-17 
 

Monday – Psalm 42;  Isaiah 29:17-24; Acts 5:12-16 

Tuesday – Psalm 42; Ezekiel 47:1-12; ;Jude17-25 

Wednesday – Psalm 42; Zechariah 8:1-17; Matthew 8:14-17, 28-34 

Thursday – Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; 2 Samuel 7:1-17; Galatians 3:23-29 

Friday – Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; 2 Samuel 7:18-22; Galatians 4:1-7 

Saturday – Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; 2 Samuel 7:23-29; John 3:31-36     
 

Today’s Worship Leaders: 

Worship Minister:  The Rev. Dr. Susan Folks 

Organist:  Matt Harris 

Lector:  Connie Hukari 

Ushers:  Larry Billger, Terry Conrad 
 

Sponsors: 

The flowers are sponsored in memory of the Rev. Don Nice by the Nice 

family. 
 

The Communion Elements and Sanctuary Lamp are sponsored by Dale 

and Ruth Anne Shaner in honor of their 63rd wedding anniversary on 

December 12. 
 

The Bulletins are sponsored by Hilda Cooney in honor of the birthdays of 

her great granddaughters, Christy, Meghan and Stephanie. 
 

PRAYERS FOR Health and Healing: 

· Percy Derr, back surgery 

· Dennis Byrnes, surgery recovery (friend of the Ferraro’s) 

· Rita Guenther, surgery recovery (sister of Mike Ferraro) 

 
PRAYERS FOR those in grief: 

· Family & friends of Laurie Swinehart (Mark Fitzgerald’s cousin) 

· Family & friends of Michaela Johnson (motorcycle accident, 

girlfriend of Diane Breault’s stepson, Tyler) 

· Family & friends of Dorothy Jones, (Sharon Smith’s mother) 
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PRAYERS FOR those Needing Continued Prayers:  

 Bob Arobone    Tom Bucks     

 Jalen Gray    Larry Kuser    

 Bonnie Ritter   Sharon Smith 

 Kristopher Yoder 

 
PRAYERS FOR those at home: 

 Charles & Gloria Christman Jean & Bill Christy    

 Marie Geiger   Paul McFarland    

 Ruth Nice    Helen Penketh    

 Clayton & Ann Rhoads  Cookie Stasik    

 Betty Shenk  

  

IN OUR PRAYERS:  This morning in our prayers we remember the saints 

whose commemorations fall during this week:  
 

December 13 Lucy, martyr, 304 

December 14 John of the Cross, renewer of the church, 1591 
 

December’s Worship Schedule 
 

Sunday, December 18 

Stay after worship and help us decorate our Chrismon Tree 

 

Saturday, December 24 

Christmas Eve worship services at 2:00 pm and 7:00 pm 

 

Sunday, December 25 

Christmas Morning worship at 9:30 am 

 
 

Welcome Matt Harris 

We welcome back Matt Harris who is sharing his many talents with us 

while Linc Noecker is enjoying a vacation day. 

 

 

 

 



 17 

 

Items Needed for Salvation Army 
 

Leslie Romasco’s Thrivent Action Team is collecting new or used towels 

(bath, hand, washcloths, and kitchen), twin sheets and blankets, new 

pillows, plus hygiene products for the Pottstown Salvation Army Family  

Shelter.  When a family leaves the shelter they take their towels to their 

new home.  A box is in the narthex for donations.   
 

Musical Talent Wanted 

If you have a special musical talent that you would like to share during 

the Christmas Eve worship service (or any other Sunday), please 

contact Linc Noecker by December 15. 

 
Adult Choir Practice 

The Adult Choir will practice next Sunday, December 18 at 9:00 am.  

Please join us. 

 
                                          2023 Offering Envelopes 

Offering envelopes for 2023 are available in the Narthex.  If you 

cannot get to the church to pick them up, please call Marsha in the 

church office for other arrangements. 

 
                                       New Council Members Elected 

New Congregational Council members will be elected on Sunday, 

December 18 after the worship service.  Please plan to attend. 

100th Anniversary Campaign 

Pledges received year to date:  $96,430 

Actual monies received to date:  $121,604 

            Worship and Stewardship  

Our November Commitment             Our Generosity  Overage/Shortfall 

          Budget                 $12,502             $8,184              -$4,318 

          Mission Support         $624                 $ 468                          -$   156                                                                 
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Date Week of Dec. 11-17 Location 

Sunday, December 11 

3rd Sunday of Advent 

9:30 am Worship 

10:30 am Bible Study 

Nave 

Green Room 

Tuesday, December 13 
6:30 pm Cherub Choir 

7:00 pm Boy Scouts 

Choir Room 

Memorial Hall  

Wednesday, December 14 

1:00-4:00 pm CCR  

Shopping 

7:00 pm Handbells 

CCR 

Sanctuary 

Friday, December 16 8:30 pm AA Meeting Class Room Downstairs 

Saturday, December 17 1:00– 4:-00pm Birthday Party Memorial Hall 

Worship Leaders Sunday, December 18 Sunday, December 25 

Lector Joe Vendetti Ron Ball 

Ushers Ron Hukari, Dave Janzow Ron Hukari, Dave Janzow 

Office Volunteers Cindy Bealer (Dec. 15) 
Pat Hollman, Donna Biehl 

(Dec. 22) 

 Worship Leaders Christmas Eve 2:00 pm Christmas Eve 7:00 pm 

Lector  Kathy Billger Pat Hallman 

Ushers Larry Billger, Terry Conrad Dave Girton, Ron Hukari 


