
   

In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the 

light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that the 

light of the long-promised king will illumine the 

world and bring endless peace and justice. 

Paul reminds us that the grace of God through 

Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. The 

angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good and 

joyful news for everyone, including lowly 

shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our 

lives, we go forth to share the light of Christ 

with the whole world. 

December 24, 2022 

The Nativity of Our Lord: Christmas Eve 

2:00 pm & 7:00 pm  

The Rev. Susan Folks, 

Interim Pastor, 
 

Lincoln Noecker, 

Director of Music 
 

Valerie Schlegel, 

Dir. Handbell & Youth Choir 
 

Marsha Staub, 

Office Manager 
 

Executive Officers: 

Connie Hukari, President 

Leslie Romasco, Vice President 

Pam Reifsnyder, Secretary 

Scott Moyer, Treasurer 
 

Congregational Council: 

John Bealer 

Donna Biehl 

Donna Conrad 

Connie Hukari 

Dave Janzow 

Tim Kenna 

Bonnie Kuser 

Leslie Romasco 

Pam Reifsnyder 
Joe Vendetti 

Welcome to Christmas Eve Worship 

ST. LUKE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 



 2 

Copyright information 

Prelude 

Angels We Have Heard on High      
setting, Timothy Albrecht ©1992 Augsburg Fortress 

 

Aria on "Greensleeves"      
setting, James Biery ©2014 Oxford University Press 

 

O Little Town of Bethlehem     
setting, Christopher Uehlein ©2001 Augsburg Fortress 
 

Handbell Choir 

Hark, the Glad Sound! setting, Mallory; Joy to the World setting, Edwards 
©2019 Ring Out Press 

 

O Come All Ye Faithful     

setting, David Cherwien ©2002 Lorenz Publishing Co. 
 

Special Music 

WOV 636  Before the Marvel of This Night 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919-2008, ©1981 CPH Publishing; Music: Carl Schalk, 1929-2021, ©1979 GIA Publications, Inc.; Arr. 

©1982 Augsburg Fortress. 

 

ACS 909   Where Shepherds Lately Knelt      
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008, ©1986 Concordia Publishing House; Music: Carl F. Schalk, 1929–2021, ©1986 GIA Publi-

cations, Inc. 

 

Hymns  

ELW 283  O Come, All Ye Faithful 
Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; Music: attr. John Francis Wade. 

 

ELW 270  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788; Music: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings. 

 

ELW 290  Go, Tell It on the Mountain 
Text and Music: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas. 

 

ELW 279  O Little Town of Bethlehem  
Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893; Music: Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908. 

 

ELW 289  Angels We Have Heard on High 
Text: French carol; tr. H.F. Hemy, 1864; Music: French carol; arr. Edward S. Barnes, 1887-1958. 

 

ELW 296  What Child is This 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898; Music: English, 16th cent. 

 

ELW 281  Silent Night 
Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885; Music: Franz Gruber, 1787-1863. 

 

ELW 267  Joy to the World 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748; Music: English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason. 
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 St. Luke Lutheran Church is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the 

Lenapehoking people and we give thanks for their presence here since time 

immemorial.  We also wish to recognize and honor all our Indigenous siblings who have 

and continue to call this land their home. 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
PRELUDE  

 
WELCOME 

Please rise in body or spirit.  

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who sends the word with angels, 

who is made flesh among all peoples, 

and who breathes peace on all the earth. 
Amen. 

 

In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace. 

 

Holy God, 
we confess our sin before you. 

We replace compassion with competition. 

We seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek. 

We are quick to anger but slow to forgive. 

We have not put on love in harmony with you. 

Wrap us in the grace of your powerful Word. 

Swaddle our hearts with your peace, 

that all we do, in word or deed, 

may reflect your love born among us. 

Amen. 

 

I bring you good news of great joy for all people: 

God has come among us 

in the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord. 
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☩ In Christ your sins are forgiven 

and you are clothed in peace. 
Amen. 

 
GATHERING SONG         O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL          ELW 283 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
CAROL OF PRAISE       HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING          ELW 270  

  
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

 

Almighty God,  
you made this holy night shine  

with the brightness of the true Light.  

Grant that here on earth  

we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence  

and in the last day  

wake to the brightness of his glory;  

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

 
Special Music: 

 

2:00 pm   Joy to the World, Cherub Choir 

7:00 pm  Before the Marvel of This Night, soloist, Kathy Billger 
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

ISAIAH 9:2-7 

A reading from Isaiah the 9th chapter.  
 

 2 The people who walked in darkness 

 have seen a great light; 

 those who lived in a land of deep darkness — 

 on them light has shined. 

 3You have multiplied the nation, 

 you have increased its joy; 

 they rejoice before you 

 as with joy at the harvest, 

 as people exult when dividing plunder. 

 4For the yoke of their burden, 

 and the bar across their shoulders, 

 the rod of their oppressor, 

 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

 and all the garments rolled in blood 

 shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

 6For a child has been born for us, 

 a son given to us; 

 authority rests upon his shoulders; 

 and he is named 

 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 7His authority shall grow continually, 

 and there shall be endless peace 

 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

 He will establish and uphold it 

 with justice and with righteousness 

 from this time onward and forevermore. 

 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.  
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 96: 

 
1O sing to the LORD a new song; 

 sing to the LORD, all the earth. 

 2Sing to the LORD, bless his name; 

 tell of his salvation from day to day. 

 3Declare his glory among the nations, 

 his marvelous works among all the peoples. 

 4For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; 

 he is to be revered above all gods. 

 5For all the gods of the peoples are idols, 

 but the LORD made the heavens. 

 6Honor and majesty are before him; 

 strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 

 7Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, 

 ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

 8Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 

 bring an offering, and come into his courts. 

 9Worship the LORD in holy splendor; 

 tremble before him, all the earth. 

 10Say among the nations, "The LORD is king! 

 The world is firmly established; it shall never be moved. 

 He will judge the peoples with equity." 

 11Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 

 let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 

 12let the field exult, and everything in it. 

 Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy 

 13before the LORD; for he is coming, 

 for he is coming to judge the earth. 

 He will judge the world with righteousness, 

 and the peoples with his truth.  
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TITUS 2:11-14 

A reading from Titus the 2nd chapter. 

 
11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training 

us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to 

live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for 

the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God 

and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might 

redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who 

are zealous for good deeds.  

 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Please rise in body or spirit.  

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN (REFRAIN)  ELW 290  

  
GOSPEL 

 

The holy gospel according to Luke 2:1-20. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 

world should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken 

while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be 
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registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 

Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be 

registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 

a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her 

child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands 

of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them 

in the inn. 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 

over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, 

and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am 

bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born 

this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This 

will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 

lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 

of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that 

has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." 16So they went 

with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 

manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told 

them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the 

shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 

them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 

for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.  

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

   
The assembly is seated.  

 
SERMON              THE REV. DR. SUSAN FOLKS 

 
Please rise in body or spirit.  
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HYMN OF THE DAY         O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM       ELW 279 

 

CREED 

Together, let us confess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed. 
 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
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We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated.  
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we pray 

for the church, the life of the earth, and the whole human family. 

A brief silence. 

Your infinite love is born to us this night. With choirs of angels the church 

proclaims the good news. Send us out as messengers of the hope that 

has come to all people. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

You are pleased to dwell with your creatures and the whole earth sings 

for joy. Renew the splendor of creation from the smallest cell to the 

widest galaxies. Guide us to be wise stewards of your gifts for the sake of 

generations to come. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Your authority is over the nations. Break the rod of oppression in every 

land and free all people from fear. Bring peace where there is war, 

compassion where there is suffering, and healing where there is disease 

especially in Ukraine, Afghanistan, Syria, and Gaza. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

You cherish those who are most vulnerable. Protect infants and children, 

and bless those who care for them. Watch over women giving birth, 

attend the dying, and relieve any who are in pain. Shelter refugee 

families and those who have no home. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Your loving kindness embraces everyone in need. Help any for whom this 

season is lonely or joyless. Comfort those among us, or known to us, who 

are experiencing distress of body or mind, missing loved ones, or grieving. 

God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
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You welcome those who have died into the joyous light of glory. We give 

thanks for the saints of every time and place who have praised you with 

lives of faith and humility. Inspire us by their example to love you by 

serving others. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we 

commend all for whom we pray to the mercy of God. 
Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

Special Music 

 

2:00 pm  Before the Marvel of This Night, soloist, Kathy Billger 

7:00 pm  Where Shepherds Lately Knelt , Adult Choir 

                            Where Shepherds Lately Knelt 

1 Where shepherds lately knelt and kept the angel's word, 

 I come in half-belief, a pilgrim strangely stirred. 

 But there is room and welcome there for me; 

 but there is room and welcome there for me. 

 

2 In that unlikely place I find him as they said: 

 sweet newborn babe, how frail! and in a manger bed: 

 a still, small voice to cry one day for me; 

 a still, small voice to cry one day for me. 

 

3 How should I not have known Isaiah would be there, 

 his prophecies fulfilled? With pounding heart I stare: 

 a child, a son, the Prince of peace for me; 

 a child, a son, the Prince of peace for me. 

 

4 Can I, will I forget how Love was born, and burned 

 its way into my heart—unasked, unforced, unearned, 

 to die, to live, and not alone for me; 

 to die, to live, and not alone for me? 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray.  

 

God of abundance, 
receive and bless these gifts we have offered. 

Join our hearts with the song of the angels, 

and gather us at your table of celebration. 

Strengthen us to share with all the world 

the abundance of your grace upon grace, 

poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 

Amen.  
Please rise in body or spirit. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

DIALOGUE 

 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 

you have opened the eyes of faith 

to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 

that, beholding the God made visible, 
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we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
COMMUNION SONG      ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH            ELW 289 

                                                            VERSES 1 & 3 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
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With this bread and cup 

we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. 

Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people. 

Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
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For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, 

come, see what God makes known for you. 
 

The assembly may be seated. 

 

COMMUNION SONG  WHAT CHILD IS THIS   ELW 296 

 

COMMUNION 

The body of Christ, given for you. Amen 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

 

God our redeemer, 
you have fed us at this table 

with gifts of grace, truth, and life. 

As you have gathered us in joy, 

send us forth as messengers of your peace. 

Make us shine with the good news of your glory, 

born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

Please rise in body or spirit.  

BLESSING 

The God of hope 

fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that we may abound in hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
Amen. 
 

CANDLE LIGHTING 

At this time we share the light of Christ among us: 

The light that illumines shadows,  

The light that guides our steps,  

The light that gives us hope,  

The light of love. 
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CANDLE LIGHTING:                     SILENT NIGHT                           ELW 281 
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SENDING SONG      JOY TO THE WORLD                 ELW 267 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior. 
Knowing, Sharing, and Celebrating Christ. 
 

POSTLUDE      
From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 
 

Sponsors: 

Flowers sponsored by Dusty Rhoads in loving memory of his wife,  

Darlene. 

 

Ukrainian flowers are sponsored to The glory of God and in thanks for 

our Sister City connection to Bohodukhiv, Ukraine.  Ukrainian Christmas 

decorations have a sheaf of wheat to symbolize a wish for an 

abundance of nature and bountiful harvest."  
 

Today’s Worship Leaders: 

Worship Minister:  The Rev. Dr. Susan Folks 

Director of Music:  Lincoln Noecker 

Dir. Handbell & Youth Choir: Valerie Schlegel 

Lector:  2:00 pm  Kathy Billger 

    7:00 pm  Pat Hallman 

Ushers:  2:00 pm  Larry Billger, Terry Conrad 

    7:00 pm  David Girton, Ron Hukari 
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