
   

 

Prelude 

Prelude on "In Babilone"   (ELW 522) 
setting, Michael Burkhardt 

©1994 MorningStar Music Publishers, All rights reserved. Used by permission, OneLicense #A-729465.  
 

Gathering Hymn: 

ELW 522 

As We Gather at Your Table 
Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944, ©1989 Hope Publishing Company, All rights reserved. Used by permission. OneLicense #A-

729465;  Music: 1710; arr. Julius Röntgen, 1855–1932; Public Domain.    

 

Hymn of the Day: 

ELW 638 

Blessed Assurance 
Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915;  Music: Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908; Public Domain.    

 

Sending Song: 

ELW 856 

How Great Thou Art   
Text: Carl G. Boberg, 1859-1940; tr.Stuart K. Hine, 1899-1989; Music: Swedish folk tune; adapt. Stuart K. Hine; ©1949, 1953 admin. 

Hope Publishing Company, All rights reserved. Used by permission. OneLicense #A-729465. 

35 Wilson Ave, PO Box 338; Gilbertsville, PA 19525 

610-367-9738   www.stlukegilbertsville.org 
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Welcome to 9:30 am Worship 
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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit Calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, 

Father, ☩Son and Holy Spirit, 

whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not followed your path 

but have chosen our own way. 

Instead of putting others before ourselves, 

we long to take the best seats at the table. 

When met by those in need, 

we have too often passed by on the other side. 

Set us again on the path of life. 

Save us from ourselves 

and free us to love our neighbors. 

Amen. 

 

Hear the good news! 

God does not deal with us according to our sins 

but delights in granting pardon and mercy. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

You are free to love as God loves. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN           AS WE GATHER AT YOUR TABLE             ELW 522 

  

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you 

 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God,  
you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church.  

Open our hearts to the riches of your grace,  

that we may be ready to receive you wherever you appear,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING:                     

A reading from Genesis 15:1-6 
 

1After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do 

not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very 

great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I 

continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of 

Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so 

a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4But the word of 

the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your 

very own issue shall be your heir.” 5He brought him outside and said, 

“Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count 

them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6And he 

believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 33:12-22                                                           
 
12Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD! 

  Happy the people chosen to be God’s heritage! 

 13The LORD looks down from heaven, 

  and sees all humankind. 

 14God sits firmly enthroned and watches 

  all who dwell on the earth. 

 15God fashions all their hearts 

  and observes all their deeds.  

 16A king is not saved by the size of the army, 

  nor are warriors rescued by their great strength. 

 17The horse gives vain hope for victory; 

  despite its great strength it cannot save. 

 18Truly, your eye is upon those who fear you, O LORD, 

  upon those who wait for your steadfast love, 

 19to deliver their lives from death, 

  and to keep them alive in time of famine.  

 20Our innermost being waits for you, O LORD, 

  our helper and our shield. 

 21Surely, our heart rejoices in you, 

  for in your holy name we put our trust. 

 22Let your lovingkindness, O LORD, be upon us, 

  even as we place our hope in you.  
 

SECOND READING:              

A reading from Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

 
1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things 

not seen. 2Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 3By faith we 

understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that 

what is seen was made from things that are not visible. 

 8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place 

that he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing 

where he was going. 9By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had 

been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and 
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Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10For he looked 

forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is 

God. 11By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was 

too old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him 

faithful who had promised. 12Therefore from one person, and this one as 

good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven 

and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.” 

 13All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but 

from a distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they 

were strangers and foreigners on the earth, 14for people who speak in 

this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15If they had 

been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have 

had opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they desire a better country, that 

is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their 

God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them. 

 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

Please rise in body or spirit 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

GOSPEL:    

The holy gospel according to Luke 12:32-40 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good 

pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give alms. 

Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in 

heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34For where 

your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

 35“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like those who 

are waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that 

they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and 

knocks. 37Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he 

comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to 

eat, and he will come and serve them. 38If he comes during the middle 

of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 

 39“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the 

thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40You 

also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected 

hour.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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                                             The assembly is seated. 

 

SERMON                     The Rev. Dr. Susan Folks 
 

Please rise in body or spirit. 

      

  HYMN OF THE DAY             BLESSED ASSURANCE                  ELW 638 

 

CREED 

Together, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles Creed.  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
The assembly is seated. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in 

prayer. 

A brief silence. 

Let your lovingkindness be upon your church. Fill all who proclaim the 

gospel with your Spirit. Equip your flock to speak your word of promise 

and hope in the midst of fear and uncertainty. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Let your lovingkindness be upon your creation. Dwell among us and 

sustain our earthly home. In places of famine, provide nourishment. In 

places of plenty, fashion us to be good stewards of your bounty. 

Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Let your lovingkindness be upon your world. Be our helper and our 

shield in places torn by strife and violence, especially Gaza, Ukraine, 

Syria and Afghanistan. Raise up courageous leaders to govern with 

compassion and justice. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Let your lovingkindness be upon your children. Look upon all who wait 

for your steadfast love. Console those who grieve and embrace those 

who cry out to you. Help us to trust your promise and not be afraid. 

Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Let your lovingkindness be upon this community. Fashion our hearts to 

strive for the way of peace. Strengthen the outreach ministries of this 

congregation and all who care for those in need. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

With thanksgiving we remember all who have died in faith and now rest 

in you. As they placed their hope in you, so strengthen us to trust in your 

promise of new life. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever 

in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 
Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

 

MEAL 

Thank you for your continued generosity to St. Luke  

and the mission of God we share.   

An offering plate is located near the front entrance to receive your gifts. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

 

God of abundance: 
you have set before us a plentiful harvest. 

As we feast on your goodness, 

strengthen us to labor in your field, 

and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, 

in the name of Jesus. 

Amen.  

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

DIALOGUE    

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

through whom you will also make all things new 

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY   
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. 

Come to the banquet. 
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COMMUNION SONG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen 

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in God’s grace. 
Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 
 

Life-giving God, 
through this meal you have bandaged our wounds 

and fed us with your mercy. 

Now send us forth to live for others, 

both friend and stranger, 

that all may come to know your love. 

This we pray in the name of Jesus.  Amen. 
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SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS                    Kathy Billger
  
 

Please rise in body and spirit. 
 

BLESSING 

Church, receive this blessing. 
 

The God of peace, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you, comfort you, 

and show you the path of life 

this day and always. 
Amen.  

   

SENDING SONG           HOW GREAT THOU ART            ELW 856 

                

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE    

From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright ©2021 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved 

 

 

 

Daily Lectionary for August 8 to 13: 
 

Monday – Psalm 89:1-18; 2 Chronicles 33:1-17; Hebrews 11:1-7 

Tuesday – Psalm 89:1-18; 2 Chronicles 34:22-33; Hebrews 11:17-28 

Wednesday – Psalm 89:1-18; Jeremiah 33:14-26; Luke 12:41-48 

Thursday – Psalm 82; Joshua 7:1, 10-26; Hebrews 10:26-31 

Friday – Psalm 82; 1Samuel 5:1-12; Hebrews 10:32-39 

Saturday – Psalm 82; 1Samuel 6:1-16; Matthew 24:15-27 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS                                        August 7,  2022 
 

PRAYERS FOR Health and Healing: 

· James Gray, car accident (Hilda Cooney’s granddaughter, 

Christy’s nephew) 

· Sharon Smith, knee surgery 

· Bonnie Ritter, preparing for stem cell transplant in September 

· People of Bohodukhiv, Ukraine, Boyertown’s sister city as they 

endure pain and tragedy from the Russian attacks 

· Kim Slonaker, cancer treatment (friend of Connie Hukari) 

· Dorothy Jones (mother of Sharon Smith) 

· Rita Guenther, breast cancer (Mike Ferraro’s sister) 
 

PRAYERS FOR those in grief: 

· Family & friends of Barbara Jaques (sister of Connie Hukari) 
 

PRAYERS FOR those Needing Continued Prayers:  

 Bob Arobone   Scott Bradfield,  

 Tom Bucks    Jalen Gray  

 Larry Kuser   Kristopher Yoder 
 

PRAYERS FOR those at home: 

 Charles & Gloria Christman Jean & Bill Christy    

 Marie Geiger   Paul McFarland    

 Ruth Nice    Helen Penketh  

 Clayton & Ann Rhoads  Cookie Stasik    

 Betty Shenk   
 

Today’s Worship Leaders: 

Worship Minister:  The Rev. Dr. Susan Folks 

Lector:  Ron Ball 

Ushers:  Gary Fronheiser and Ron Hukari  
 

Sponsors: 

The rose & flowers on the altar joyfully announces the birth of Asher 

William Casas.  Asher is the son of Kaitlyn and Andrew Casas, grandson 

of David and Karen Girton, and great grandson of Ron and Dorothy 

Girton. 
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    Tech Help Needed 

St. Luke is in need of an additional person for the TECH team.  If 

interested, see Mike Ferraro (training provided). 
 

Video and Picture Request for 100th Anniversary 

Joe Vendetti is producing a St. Luke 100th Anniversary video as part of 

our celebration. The video will include two pieces. One piece will be the 

history of St. Luke. Another piece will be brief videos of St. Luke members 

talking about St. Luke. He will need members’ help in two ways.  

First, if you have any photos from the past of St. Luke that could be 

included in the video, those would be a great help. Those could include 

weddings, baptisms, bible school, celebrations, etc. The photos can be 

in printed form or digital form.  

 

Second, if you’d be willing to create your own short video or be willing 

to have Joe videotape you sharing your thoughts about St. Luke, that 

would be fantastic. You could share memorable experiences that you 

had at St. Luke. You could share your favorite memories of St. Luke or 

talk about how it used to be. You could also share your feelings about 

St. Luke. You could even just wish St. Luke a “Happy 100th Anniversary.” 

 The videos should be around 30 seconds long (a little shorter or longer 

would be fine). You can videotape your own on your phone, or Joe can 

videotape you after church some Sunday. It won’t take long. It doesn’t 

have to be perfect, and it can be paused and restarted if needed. You 

don’t need to be a professional. The important thing is that you be you. 

If you have your own video or have your photos in digital form, you can 

send them to Joe at jvendetti@comcast.net or put them on a flash drive 

and give them to him. If you have printed photos, Joe can scan them, 

or he can even take a photo of the photo. Those can be given to Joe at 

church (or wherever you might see him). Photos or flash drives can also 

be dropped off at church during office hours. If you have any questions, 

please give Joe a call at 484-363-3370. 
 

Please consider participating in this project. The deadline to do this will 

be August 30, so there will be enough time for the video to be edited 

and produced. Thank you in advance for your help. 

mailto:jvendetti@comcast.net
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St. Luke Lutheran is Looking for a new Pastor. 

 

 The Transition Team has begun its task to prepare the St. Luke Resume, 

officially the Ministry Site Profile. This information will be made available 

to prospective Pastors. The process begins with Five Focus Points: 

 a) Heritage  

 b) Leadership  

 c) Mission  

 d) Connections  

 e) Future 

 

Starting with a self-study – “Who are we?”, What are we looking for in a 

Pastor?”  We need your feedback. The Transition Team is planning 

several opportunities for you, the members, to shape the profile. The 

announcement in the July 24th bulletin is #1. 

 
Please respond to this Characteristics & Gifts Survey, Paper copies 

available in the Library.  There is a box in the Narthex for filled out 

surveys .  You can also give to an usher or Transition Team member. 
 

 

At any time during this process, you can contact any one of the 

Transition Team members for more information or to provide your input. 

Watch for more info in an EBLAST. 
 

The 2022 St Luke Transition Team Members are: 

Mike Ferraro, mikef29@outlook.com  610 401-8093 

Joy Moyer,  joymoyer9@gmail.com 610 223-9807 

Dave Girton, davidg.girton@gmail.com 610 547-6999 

Donna Biehl, donnab450@hotmail.com 610 451-6276 

Mike Romasco, michaelromasco@gmail.com  

Merrie Gephart, merrie.gephart@gmail.com 484 772-0015  

mailto:mikef29@outlook.com
mailto:joymoyer9@gmail.com
mailto:davidg.girton@gmail.com
mailto:donnab450@hotmail.com
mailto:merrie.gephart@gmail.com
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Date Week of August 7-13 Location 

Sunday, August 7 

9th Sunday after Pentecost  
9:30 am Worship Sanctuary 

Tuesday, August 9 
6:30 pm Boy Scouts 

7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study 

Memorial Hall 

Green Room 

Wednesday, August 10 9:00 am to Noon CCR Shopping CCR 

Thursday, August 11 
6:45 pm Council Meeting 

6:00-8:00 pm CCR Shopping 

Memorial Hall 

CCR 

Worship Leaders Sunday, August 14 Sunday, August 21 

Lector Dave Janzow Connie Hukari 

Ushers Dave Girton, Ron Hukari Larry Billger, Terry Conrad 

Office Volunteers Cindy Bealer (August 11) Pat Hallman (August 18) 

100th Anniversary Campaign 

Pledges received year to date:  $96,430 

Actual monies received to date:  $113,694 

            Worship and Stewardship  

Our July Commitment             Our Generosity  Overage/Shortfall 

   Budget           $15,628                      $TBD               -$TBD 

   Mission Support          $778                        $TBD                            -$TBD 

 

Parking Lot Loan 

Remaining balance  $14,338.33 
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               St. Luke’s 100th Anniversary Celebration 
 

The following special events are scheduled as part of our year-long celebration of  St. 

Luke’s 100 Anniversary.  Mark your calendars and come and join in the festivities! 

 

Pastor Christopher Weidner Visit    Sunday, September 4th - 9:30am 

Join us for worship followed by a Lemonade Reception in the pavilion and visit with 

retired Pastor Christopher Weidner who will preach at the worship service.  

 

Pig Roast and Square Dance   Saturday, October 8th - 4:00pm 

Celebrate our 100th Anniversary with dinner and dancing in the pavilion. Bring photos 

and stories to share during this evening of fellowship and fun! 

 

Pastor Wayne Dreyman Visit Reformation Sunday, October 30th - 9:30am  

Join us for worship followed by a reception and visit with retired Pastor Wayne Dreyman 

who will preach at the worship service.  

 

We are fine-tuning plans for fun events in November (pot-luck pie party?) and during 

the Advent season (an old-fashioned festival of caroling and cookies?) so stay tuned!   

 

100th Anniversary Video - We need your help! 

As a special bonus this year, Joe Vendetti has agreed to create a special anniversary 

video for the congregation. Please record a short video (no longer than 45 seconds) in 

which you share a special memory or personal highlight about St. Luke to include in the 

video. Do not be shy, we want everyone’s contributions.  This does not need to be a 

professional quality video as Joe will take care of that!  If you need assistance 

recording your video, please reach out to Joe and he will offer guidance or refer you 

to someone who can help with the recording.   Please email your video to Joe Vendetti 

at jvendetti@comcast.net and try to email your submission to Joe by July 31, 2022 so 

that we have time to prepare the video.   

mailto:jvendetti@comcast.net

