
   

 

Prelude 

Open Now the Gates of Beauty 

setting, Jacob B. Weber 

©2021 Concordia Publishing House, All rights reserved. Used by permission, OneLicense #A-729465.  

 
Gathering Hymn: 

ELW 533 

Open Now the Gates of Beauty   

Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672–1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; Music: Joachim Neander, 1650–1680;  

Public Domain. 

 
Hymn of the Day: 

ELW 796 

HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION 

Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.; Music: Early American; Public Domain.  

 
Sending Song: 

ELW 858 

PRAISE TO THE LORD, THE ALMIGHTY  
Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.; Music: Ernewerten Gesangbuch,  

Part II, Stralsund, 1665; Public Domain.   
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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit Calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, 

Father, ☩Son and Holy Spirit, 

whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not followed your path 

but have chosen our own way. 

Instead of putting others before ourselves, 

we long to take the best seats at the table. 

When met by those in need, 

we have too often passed by on the other side. 

Set us again on the path of life. 

Save us from ourselves 

and free us to love our neighbors. 

Amen. 

 

Hear the good news! 

God does not deal with us according to our sins 

but delights in granting pardon and mercy. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

You are free to love as God loves. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN          OPEN NOW THE GATES OF BEAUTY          ELW 533 

  

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you 

 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, mighty and immortal,  
you know that as fragile creatures surrounded by great dangers,  

we cannot by ourselves stand upright.  

Give us strength of mind and body,  

so that even when we suffer because of human sin,  

we may rise victorious through your Son,  

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING:                     

A reading from Isaiah 58:9b-14 

 
9bIf you remove the yoke from among you, 

  the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 

 10if you offer your food to the hungry 

  and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 

 then your light shall rise in the darkness 

  and your gloom be like the noonday. 

 11The LORD will guide you continually, 

  and satisfy your needs in parched places, 

  and make your bones strong; 

 and you shall be like a watered garden, 

  like a spring of water, 

  whose waters never fail. 
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 12Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 

  you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 

 you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 

  the restorer of streets to live in. 

 

 13If you refrain from trampling the sabbath, 

  from pursuing your own interests on my holy day; 

 if you call the sabbath a delight 

  and the holy day of the LORD honorable; 

 if you honor it, not going your own ways, 

  serving your own interests, or pursuing your own affairs; 

 14then you shall take delight in the LORD, 

  and I will make you ride upon the heights of the earth; 

 I will feed you with the heritage of your ancestor Jacob, 

  for the mouth of the LORD has spoken. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 103:1-8                                                           
 
     1Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

  and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name. 

 2Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

  and forget not all God’s benefits— 

 3who forgives all your sins 

  and heals all your diseases; 

 4who redeems your life from the grave 

  and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;  

 5who satisfies your desires with good things 

  so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s. 

 6O LORD, you provide vindication 

  and justice for all who are oppressed. 

 7You made known your ways to Moses 
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  and your works to the children of Israel. 

 8Lord, you are full of compassion and mercy, 

  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  
 

SECOND READING:              

A reading from Hebrews 12:18-29 

 
18You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, 

and darkness, and gloom, and a tempest, 19and the sound of a trumpet, 

and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that not another word 

be spoken to them. 20(For they could not endure the order that was 

given, “If even an animal touches the mountain, it shall be stoned to 

death.” 21Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I tremble 

with fear.”) 22But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the 

living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal 

gathering, 23and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in 

heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous 

made perfect, 24and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to 

the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 

 25See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking; for if they did not 

escape when they refused the one who warned them on earth, how 

much less will we escape if we reject the one who warns from 

heaven! 26At that time his voice shook the earth; but now he has 

promised, “Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also the 

heaven.” 27This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal of what 

is shaken—that is, created things—so that what cannot be shaken may 

remain. 28Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be 

shaken, let us give thanks, by which we offer to God an acceptable 

worship with reverence and awe; 29for indeed our God is a consuming 

fire. 

 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

Please rise in body or spirit 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

GOSPEL:    

The holy gospel according to Luke 13:10-17 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 10Now [Jesus] was teaching in one of the synagogues on the 

sabbath. 11And just then there appeared a woman with a spirit that had 

crippled her for eighteen years. She was bent over and was quite 

unable to stand up straight. 12When Jesus saw her, he called her over 

and said, “Woman, you are set free from your ailment.” 13When he laid 

his hands on her, immediately she stood up straight and began praising 

God. 14But the leader of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had 

cured on the sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, “There are six days on 

which work ought to be done; come on those days and be cured, and 

not on the sabbath day.” 15But the Lord answered him and said, “You 

hypocrites! Does not each of you on the sabbath untie his ox or his 

donkey from the manger, and lead it away to give it water? 16And 

ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for 

eighteen long years, be set free from this bondage on the sabbath 

day?” 17When he said this, all his opponents were put to shame; and the 

entire crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful things that he was doing. 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

                                             The assembly is seated. 
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SERMON                     The Rev. Dr. Susan Folks 
 

Please rise in body or spirit. 

      

  HYMN OF THE DAY         HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION             ELW 796 

 

CREED 

Together, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles Creed.  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
The assembly is seated. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in 

prayer. 

A brief silence. 

You crown your church with steadfast love and mercy. Guide us 

continually in our baptismal covenant to strive for justice and peace in 

all the earth. Use our diverse gifts in service to the whole people of God. 

Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

 

You satisfy the needs of all creatures. Protect the habitats of fish and 

birds. Repair ecosystems damaged by misuse, neglect, or natural 

disaster, that all creation may thrive. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

 

You make your ways known to all people. Inspire the rulers and leaders 

of nations with your compassion and mercy, especially in Afghanistan, 

Syria, Gaza, and Ukraine. Raise up activists and community organizers 

to restore places affected by violence, poverty, and inequality. Merciful 

God, 
receive our prayer. 

 

You provide justice for all who are oppressed and relief to all who are 

afflicted. Heal those who are bent over by addiction, depression, and 

anxiety. Set free all who cry out under the weight of mental, emotional, 

or physical distress. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

 

You call us to delight in the sabbath. Renew our bodies, minds, and 

spirits in this worshiping assembly. Give rest to all who lead our 

congregation in worship, study, and service. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

 

Generations bless your holy name. We give you thanks for the 

communion of saints who have gathered in prayer and praise in this  
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place. Support us in your love until we rest forever in you. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

 

Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever 

in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

 

MEAL 

Thank you for your continued generosity to St. Luke  

and the mission of God we share.   

An offering plate is located near the front entrance to receive your gifts. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

 

God of abundance: 
you have set before us a plentiful harvest. 

As we feast on your goodness, 

strengthen us to labor in your field, 

and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, 

in the name of Jesus. 

Amen.  

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

DIALOGUE    

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

through whom you will also make all things new 

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY   

 

 



 11 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. 

Come to the banquet. 
 

 

 

 



 12 

 

COMMUNION SONG 

COMMUNION 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen 

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in God’s grace. 
Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 
 

Life-giving God, 
through this meal you have bandaged our wounds 

and fed us with your mercy. 

Now send us forth to live for others, 

both friend and stranger, 

that all may come to know your love. 

This we pray in the name of Jesus.  Amen. 
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SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS                    Kathy Billger
  
 

Please rise in body and spirit. 
 

BLESSING 

Church, receive this blessing. 
 

The God of peace, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you, comfort you, 

and show you the path of life 

this day and always. 
Amen.  

 

SENDING SONG         PRAISE TO THE LORD, THE ALMIGHTY        ELW 858 

                

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE    

From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright ©2021 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved 

 

 

 

Daily Lectionary for August 22-27: 
 

Monday – Psalm 109:21-31; Ezekiel 20:1-17; Hebrews 3:7—4:11 

Tuesday – Psalm 109:21-31;Ezekiel 20:18-32; Revelation 3:7-13 

Wednesday – Psalm 109:21-31; Ezekiel 20:33-44; Luke 6:6-11 

Thursday – Psalm 112; Proverbs 15:13-17; 1 Peter 3:8-12 

Friday – Psalm 112; Proverbs 18:6-12; 1 Peter 4:7-11 

Saturday – Psalm 112; Proverbs 21: 1-4, 24-26; Matthew 20:20-28 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS                                      August 21,  2022 
 

PRAYERS FOR Health and Healing: 

· James Gray, car accident (Hilda Cooney’s granddaughter, 

Christy’s nephew) 

· Sharon Smith, knee surgery 

· Bonnie Ritter, preparing for stem cell transplant in September 

· People of Bohodukhiv, Ukraine, Boyertown’s sister city as they 

endure pain and tragedy from the Russian attacks 

· Kim Slonaker, cancer treatment (friend of Connie Hukari) 

· Dorothy Jones (mother of Sharon Smith) 

· Rita Guenther, breast cancer (Mike Ferraro’s sister) 

· Bonnie Reece, hip surgery (family member of the Ferraros) 
 

PRAYERS FOR those in grief: 

· Family & friends of Frank Fabiani (Friend of The Rev. Scott &   

Marsha Staub) 
 

PRAYERS FOR those Needing Continued Prayers:  

 Bob Arobone   Scott Bradfield 

 Tom Bucks    Jalen Gray  

 Larry Kuser   Kristopher Yoder 
 

PRAYERS FOR those at home: 

 Charles & Gloria Christman Jean & Bill Christy    

 Marie Geiger   Paul McFarland    

 Ruth Nice    Helen Penketh    

 Clayton & Ann Rhoads  Cookie Stasik    

 Betty Shenk   
 

Today’s Worship Leaders: 

Worship Minister:  The Rev. Dr. Susan Folks 

Lector:  Connie Hukari 

Ushers:  Larry Billger and Terry Conrad  
 

Sponsor: 

Communion Elements are sponsored by Polly Blackwell in memory of 

John’s birthday.  
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                                         Boyertown Salvation Army 

 

The Boyertown Salvation Army pantry is very low.  There are many in our 

area who are struggling to provide food for their family.  Here is a list of 

the most needed items.  Ron Ball’s Action Team funds will purchase 

additional foods. 

 

Applesauce    Granola Bars 

Pasta     Canned chicken, tuna, salmon 

Canned SPAM   Peanut butter 

Canned fruit   Soup 

Chili     Low sodium vegetables 
 

Transition Team Message 

Please fill-out and RETURN your Transition Team Survey Form by  

August 31st. 

There is a BOX near the front door. Or give to any member of the 

Transition Team. 

The Transition Team will hold an event on September 18 after Church 

Service. 

This event will include an Overview of our Transition Plans as well as brief 

small group meetings to review and discuss important Focus Topics.  

• Leadership 

• Mission 

• Connections 
 

We will have future events for you to get information and provide 

feedback. 
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Date Week of August 21-27 Location 

Sunday, August 21 

11th Sunday after Pentecost  
9:30 am Worship Sanctuary 

Tuesday, August 23 6:30 pm Boy Scouts Memorial Hall 

Wednesday, August 24 
9:00 am to Noon CCR 

Shopping 
CCR 

Worship Leaders Sunday, August 28 Sunday, September 4 

Lector Joe Vendetti Kathy Billger 

Ushers Ron Hukari, Dave Janzow Gary Fronheiser, Ron Hukari 

Office Volunteers Donna Biehl (August 25) Cindy Bealer (September 1) 

100th Anniversary Campaign 

Pledges received year to date:  $96,430 

Actual monies received to date:  $117,888 

            Worship and Stewardship  

Our July Commitment             Our Generosity  Overage/Shortfall 

   Budget           $15,628                      $9,877               -$5,751 

   Mission Support          $778                        $   650                            -$  128 

Memorial Fund: $560 

Parking Lot Loan 

Remaining balance  $14,338.33 
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                               St. Luke’s 100th Anniversary Celebration 
 

The following special events are scheduled as part of our year-long celebration of  St. 

Luke’s 100 Anniversary.  Mark your calendars and come and join in the festivities! 

 

Pastor Christopher Weidner Visit    Sunday, September 4th - 9:30am 

Join us for worship followed by a Lemonade Reception in the pavilion and visit with 

retired Pastor Christopher Weidner who will preach at the worship service.  

 

Pig Roast and Square Dance   Saturday, October 8th - 4:00pm 

Celebrate our 100th Anniversary with dinner and dancing in the pavilion. Bring photos 

and stories to share during this evening of fellowship and fun! 

 

Pastor Wayne Dreyman Visit Reformation Sunday, October 30th - 9:30am  

Join us for worship followed by a reception and visit with retired Pastor Wayne Dreyman 

who will preach at the worship service.  

 

We are fine-tuning plans for fun events in November (pot-luck pie party?) and during 

the Advent season (an old-fashioned festival of caroling and cookies?) so stay tuned!   

 

100th Anniversary Video - We need your help! 

As a special bonus this year, Joe Vendetti has agreed to create a special anniversary 

video for the congregation. Please record a short video (no longer than 45 seconds) in 

which you share a special memory or personal highlight about St. Luke to include in the 

video. Do not be shy, we want everyone’s contributions.  This does not need to be a 

professional quality video as Joe will take care of that!  If you need assistance 

recording your video, please reach out to Joe and he will offer guidance or refer you 

to someone who can help with the recording.   Please email your video to Joe Vendetti 

at jvendetti@comcast.net and try to email your submission to Joe by July 31, 2022 so 

that we have time to prepare the video.   

mailto:jvendetti@comcast.net
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