
   

 

St. Luke Lutheran Church 

35 Wilson Ave, PO Box 338; Gilbertsville, PA 19525  

Welcome to 9:30 am Worship 

PRELUDE  

Reflection on "Lord, Revive Us" (ELW 588) 
setting, David Paxton; ©1991 Lorenz Publishing Co. 

 

GATHERING HYMN: 

ELW 641  All Are Welcome 
Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950; Music: Marty Haugen, Text/Music ©1994 GIA Publications, Inc. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY: 

ELW 588  There's a Wideness in God's Mercy 
Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814–1863, alt.; Music: North American, 19th cent., Arr. ©1969 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

SENDING HYMN: 

ELW 759  My Faith Looks Up to Thee 
Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-1887; Music: Lowell Mason, 1792-1872 
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St. Luke Lutheran Church is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Lenapehoking people and we 

give thanks for their presence here since time immemorial.  We also wish to recognize and honor all our Indigenous 

siblings who have and continue to call this land their home. 
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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit Calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE    
During the prelude, please use this time to quietly allow God to open your heart to his 
blessed presence. 

                   

WELCOME  
 

Please rise in body or spirit. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

who greets us in this and every season, 

whose word never fails, 

whose promise is sure. 
Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 

and of our neighbors. 

 

Merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned. 

We have hurt our community. 

We have squandered your blessings. 

We have hoarded your bounty. 

In the name of Jesus, 

forgive us and grant us your mercy. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Righteous God, 
we confess that we have sinned. 

We have failed to be honest. 

We have lacked the courage to speak. 

We have spoken falsely. 

In the name of Jesus, 

forgive us and grant us your mercy. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
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God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. 

God offers boundless grace when we fail. 

Claim the gift of God’s mercy: 

you are freed and forgiven 

in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN                All Are Welcome                              ELW 641 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

God of all peoples,  
your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you.  

Teach us as disciples of your Son  

to love the world with compassion and constancy,  

that your name may be known throughout the earth,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

FIRST READING:                     

A reading from Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 

 
1Thus says the LORD: 

  Maintain justice, and do what is right, 

 for soon my salvation will come, 

  and my deliverance be revealed. 

 

 6And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 

  to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, 

  and to be his servants, 

 all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, 

  and hold fast my covenant— 

 7these I will bring to my holy mountain, 

  and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 

 their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 

  will be accepted on my altar; 

 for my house shall be called a house of prayer 

  for all peoples. 

 8Thus says the Lord GOD, 

  who gathers the outcasts of Israel, 
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 I will gather others to them 

  besides those already gathered. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 67 
      1May God be merciful to us and bless us; 

  may the light of God’s face shine upon us. 

 2Let your way be known upon earth, 
  your saving health among all nations. 

 3Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

  let all the peoples praise you. 

 4Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
  for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on 

earth.  

 5Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

  let all the peoples praise you. 

 6The earth has brought forth its increase; 
  God, our own God, has blessed us. 

 7May God give us blessing, 

  and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.  
 

SECOND READING: 

A reading from Romans 11: 1-2a, 29-32 

 

 [Paul writes:] 1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I 

myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the 

tribe of Benjamin. 2aGod has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. 

 

 29For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just as you 

were once disobedient to God but have now received mercy because 

of their disobedience, 31so they have now been disobedient in order 

that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. 32For 
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God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to 

all. 

Word of God, Word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Please rise in body or spirit 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL:    

The holy gospel according to Matthew 15: [10-20] 32-28 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[10[Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and 

understand:11it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but 

it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” 12Then the disciples 

approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took 

offense when they heard what you said?” 13He answered, “Every plant 

that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14Let them 

alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides 

another, both will fall into a pit.” 15But Peter said to him, “Explain this 

parable to us.” 16Then he said, “Are you also still without 

understanding? 17Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth 

enters the stomach, and goes out into the sewer? 18But what comes out 
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of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19For out 

of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, 

false witness, slander. 20These are what defile a person, but to eat with 

unwashed hands does not defile.”] 

 21Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and 

Sidon. 22Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and 

started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is 

tormented by a demon.” 23But he did not answer her at all. And his 

disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps 

shouting after us.” 24He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of 

the house of Israel.” 25But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, 

help me.” 26He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and 

throw it to the dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the 

crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28Then Jesus answered her, 

“Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her 

daughter was healed instantly. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

The assembly is seated. 

 

MESSAGE        Sharon Smith 

                   

 
Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY    There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy             ELW 588 

 

CREED 

Together, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
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born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

The assembly is seated. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our 

prayers for the church, those in need, and all of creation. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

O God, your Spirit gathers the church. Shepherd those who are newly 

baptized and newly ordained in the proclamation of the gospel, 

breathe life into ecumenical and inter-religious endeavors, and support 

missionaries throughout the globe. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 

You created the earth and all its inhabitants and declared it good. 

Clean polluted skies, seas, and soil, provide nourishment to plants and 

animals, and make us aware of our impact on the environment. Hear 

us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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You call leaders to bridge differences and practice generosity. Inspire all 

in authority to protect people in harm’s way, deliver those in bondage, 

support fair elections, provide care for military personnel and veterans, 

and show mercy to those for whom they have responsibility. Hear us, O 

God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 

You provide for those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. Embrace 

people who have been rejected because of difference, heal trauma 

caused by racism or prejudice, shield any who are persecuted, console 

the dying, and heal the sick. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 

O God, you journey with us in all of life’s transitions. Guide those 

preparing for baptism, marriage, and retirement. Guide our church 

council and committees in their visioning and ministry. Safeguard those 

who travel. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 

We give you thanks for those who now rest from their labors, especially 

Bernard of Clairvaux, whom the church commemorates today. 

Motivate us by their lives of dedication to the gospel, until that day 

when we join with them in our eternal home. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the 

name of the one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our 

Savior. 
Amen. 

 

 
PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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MEAL 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

LET US PRAY 

 

God of field and forest, sea and sky, 
you are the giver of all good things. 

Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, 

and multiply your graciousness in us, 

that the world may be fed with your love, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

   

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Gathered at the Lord’s table, our congregation remembered with 

thanksgiving that “In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

This is the supper of our Lord Jesus Christ.  This same bread and cup, 

shared in our community of faith, are here given for you. 
 

All are welcome to the table.  If you will be coming to the altar for communion, please follow the 

ushers' instructions.  Those who are choosing to stay in the pew, using the prefilled cups, and those 

who need to have the pastor bring the elements to them should wait for instructions from the 

pastor.  Children are most welcome to accompany their parents to the altar for a blessing. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

COMMUNION SONG 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

All people are called to Christ’s table 

Come, eat what is good. 
 

COMMUNION 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen 

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in God’s grace. 
Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 
 

We thank you, generous God, 
for the refreshment we have received 

at your banquet table. 

Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, 

through the one who is our dearest treasure, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

Please rise in body and spirit. 
 

BLESSING 

Church, receive this blessing. 
 

The God who calls across the cosmos 

and speaks in the smallest seed 

☩ bless, keep, and sustain you 

now and to the end of the age. Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN                My Faith Looks Up to Thee                    ELW 759 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the harvest. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE    

From Sundayandseasons.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS: 

Worship Leader and Message: Sharon Smith 

Director of Music:  Lincoln Noecker 

Lector:  Pat Hoffman 

Audio Video:  Mike Ferraro 

Ushers:  Larry Billger, Terry Conrad 

Sacristan:  Merrie Gephart 

 

 

 



 14 

 

LECTIONARY FOR AUGUST 21—25 

Monday – Psalm 87; 2 Kings 5:1-14; Acts 15:1-21 

Tuesday – Psalm 87; Isaiah 43:8-13; Romans 11:13-29 

Wednesday – Psalm 87; Isaiah 66:18-23; Matthew 8:1-13 

Thursday – Psalm 138; Ezekiel 28:11-19; 1 Corinthians 6:1-11 

Friday – Psalm 138; Ezekiel 31:15-18; 2 Corinthians 10:12-18 

Saturday - Psalm 138; Ezekiel 36:33-38; Matthew 16:5-12 

PRAYERS FOR Health and Healing: 

 Thomas Fleagle, ALS (brother of Marsha Staub) 

 Karen L. Girton, medical testing & future treatments 

 
PRAYERS FOR those in grief: 

 Family & friends of Greg Loney (friend of Ron Hukari) 

 Family & friends of Emily Fager Bradfield (friend of the Ferraros) 

 Family & friends of Hal Baughman (friend of Ruth Nice) 

 
PRAYERS FOR those Needing Continued Prayers:  

 Bob Arobone  Tom Bucks   Kristopher Yoder  

 Jalen Gray   Larry Kuser  Sharon Smith  

 Bonnie Ritter  

 
PRAYERS FOR those at home: 

 Charles & Gloria Christman Jean & Bill Christy    

 Marie Geiger   Paul McFarland    

 Ruth Nice    Helen Penketh    

 Clayton & Ann Rhoads  Cookie Stasik 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS:  This morning in our prayers we remember the saints 

whose commemorations fall during this week:  

August 20  Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux, 1153 

August 24  BARTHOLOMEW, APOSTLE 
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Sponsors: 

The Bulletins are sponsored by Polly Blackwell in loving memory of John’s 

birthday. 

 

The communion elements and sanctuary lamp are sponsored by Dale 

and Ruth Ann Shaner in honor of Taylor & Steve Frech’s new daughter, 

Salem Ruth.  Salem Ruth was born on August 8.  

 
Welcome 

We welcome Sharon Smith and thank her for  leading us in Worship  

this Sunday.  

 
Suitcases Needed 

Are you going on vacation only to discover you need a new 

suitcase?  Please bring your old ones to church.  They will go to Safe 

Berks, the shelter for abused women.  Thank you!  Suite Cases will be 

collected until Today. 

 

 
Message from Council 

   As mentioned last week, supply Pastors are scheduled to the end of  

   the year and into January. 

 

   Thank you Connie Hukari for all your hard work lining up supply Pastors, 

   even when you were on vacation last week at the beach. 

 

   Congregation Council  
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Date Week of August 20-26 Location 

Sunday, August 20 

12th Sunday  

after Pentecost 

9:30 am Worship Nave 

Tuesday, August 22 7:00 pm Boy Scouts Memorial Hall  

Wednesday, August 23 9:00 to Noon CCR Shopping   CCR 

Friday, August 25 8:30 pm AA Meeting Class Room Downstairs 

Worship Leaders Sunday, August 27 Sunday, September 3 

Lector Ron Ball Dave Janzow 

Ushers Ron Hukari, Dave Janzow Gary Fronheiser, Ron Hukari 

Audio Video Ron Ball Ron Hukari 

Office Volunteer Pat Hallman (Aug. 24) Donna Biehl (Aug. 31) 

Sacristan Merrie Gephart Val Schlegel 

            Worship and Stewardship  

Our July Commitment             Our Generosity  Overage/Shortfall 

          Budget                 $16,330             $10,004     -$6,326 

          Mission Support         $680               $553                              -$127                                          



 17 

 

 
 

 



 18 

 


