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Beautiful Fragrance 

April 7, 2019 
 

Welcome to worship at St. Luke.  We are glad you are here. 

We welcome you with joy as together we receive forgiveness, hear the Word,  

and are welcomed to the feast that makes us one. 

You are invited to worship fully and completely in this place.  

All are welcome here.  

-The Rev. Mary Ann Siefke 
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Acolyte 
Handbell Prelude   Where You There When They Crucified My Lord?                Wagner
                      

 
Introduction 

The Lord our God makes all things new. In the first reading God promises it. In the gospel 

Mary anticipates it, anointing Jesus’ feet with costly perfume in preparation for the day 

of his burial. In the second reading we recall the transformation of Saul, the persecutor, 

into Paul, the apostle. In baptism, God’s new person (you!) rises daily from the deadly 

mire of trespasses and sins. 

 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Please rise in body and spirit. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness                                     Pastor 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who gathers us in the wilderness to redeem us, 

anoint us, 

and make us new. 
Amen. 

 

In these forty days, let us be honest, confess our sin, 

and receive God’s promise of mercy. 

 

God at the margins, 
We have wandered far from your home; 

again and again, we lose our way. 

We turn inward, afraid of the world around us. 

We forget that you have saved your people before 

and promise to do so again. 

Do not remember the deeds of our past, 

but turn our faces toward the future, 

where your forgiveness is sure, 

your welcome is clear, 

and your love overflows. 

Amen. 

 

Like a hen who gathers her chicks, 

God embraces you in tender care. 

Like manna in the desert, 

God feeds you with surprising mercy. 

Like a loving parent, 

God runs to meet you again this day, 

forgiving your sins for the sake of ☩ Christ, 

leading you from death into life. 
Amen. 
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Gathering Song           Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty                  ELW 533 

 

Greeting                                               Pastor 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
The assembly may be seated.  

 

Song of Healing                           There Is A Balm in Gilead                                          ELW 614

   

   Cantor sings verses.  Congregation sings refrain.                                                                        
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Prayer of the Day                                                Assisting Minister 

Let us pray.   

Creator God,  you prepare a new way in the wilderness,  
and your grace waters our desert.  

Open our hearts to be transformed by the new thing you are doing,  

that our lives may proclaim the extravagance of your love given to all  

through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
Time With Children                                                         Pastor 

After the Time with Children, children grades Pre-K-5  

are invited to Jesus and Me (J.A.M.) to explore the Bible in various ways.   

Children will return to receive a blessing and/or Holy Communion. 

 

Isaiah 43:16-21                                                                   Lector 

A reading from Isaiah.  
  

    16Thus says the Lord, 

  who makes a way in the sea, 

  a path in the mighty waters, 

 17who brings out chariot and horse, 

  army and warrior; 

 they lie down, they cannot rise, 

  they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: 

 18Do not remember the former things, 

  or consider the things of old. 

 19I am about to do a new thing; 

  now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 

 I will make a way in the wilderness 

  and rivers in the desert. 

 20The wild animals will honor me, 

  the jackals and the ostriches; 

 for I give water in the wilderness, 

  rivers in the desert, 

 to give drink to my chosen people, 

  21the people whom I formed for myself 

 so that they might declare my praise. 
  
Word of God.  Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God.  
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Scripture Song         Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters        ELW 445 

Philippians 3:4b-14                  Lector 

A reading from Philippians.  
 

4bIf anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more:  
5circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 

Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor 

of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 

  7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 
8More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing 

Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them 

as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a 

righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in 

Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 10I want to know Christ and the 

power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his 

death, 11if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 

  12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press 

on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Beloved, I do not 

consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind 

and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the prize of the 

heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 
 

Word of God.  Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God.  
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Scripture Song       Take My Life, That I May Be          ELW 685 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

John 12:1-8    

A reading from John. 
 

1Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he 

had raised from the dead. 2There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and 

Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. 3Mary took a pound of costly perfume 

made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was 

filled with the fragrance of the perfume.  
 

4But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, 
5“Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the 

poor?” 6(He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; 

he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) 7Jesus said, “Leave 

her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. 8You always 

have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.” 
 

Word of God.  Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God.  

 

Handbell Choir      What Wondrous Love Is This?                   Wagner 

 

Hymn Sing     

Lenten Hymns can be found:  ELW 319-359.  

 
Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

Peace                                                                 Pastor 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

The assembly is seated. 
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Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Offering 

Your generosity and stewardship is a blessing to the  

mission and ministry of Jesus Christ through the church.  

 
 

Choir Anthem                                      Out of the Depths                              Frost 

 
Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

 

Offertory Response       All to Jesus I Surrender                                   TFF 235 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Offering Prayer              Assisting Minister 

Generous God, 
you feed us with the harvest of the land,  

and you provide for our every need. 

Receive our gifts of money, imagination, and labor,  

and transform them into a feast that welcomes all,  

in Jesus Christ, our host and our guest. 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession                                                            Assisting Minister 

Seeking the grace, mercy, and love of almighty God, we offer our prayers for the 

church, for people in need, and for all of creation. 
 

God of resurrection and new life, inspire your church to reconsider what makes us holy. 

When we focus on our own piety or others’ sin, show us Christ’s faithfulness.  
 

Wherever destruction by flood, famine, or fire has devastated land and lives, cause 

green shoots to spring up, giving hope and vision for your promised future.  

Jesus, remember us.                            ELW 616 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where nations are embroiled in chaos and unrest, cut a clear path for your people to 

follow. Lead us in ways of reconciliation, and foretell the new things you prepare.  
 

Wipe away the tears of those who weep under the burdens of hard labor and despair 

especially Brian, Jodi, Josephine, Duane, Helen, James and Kevin. Restore them, and 

bring them into the joy of your presence.  

Jesus, remember us.  
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Permeate this world with the sweet perfume of Christ’s anointing.  

Fill your people with such gratitude that it spills over into service of those who are poor or 

in any need.  
 

Accompany those for whom death draws near. Bring us with all your saints to receive 

the abundance of heavenly glory through the covenant Christ sealed in his death and 

resurrection especially Alex, Nancy, Laura and Gloria.  Jesus, remember us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reveal your will as you receive our prayers, and conform our ways to your ways;  

through the saving work of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Words of Institution                               Pastor 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Lord’s Prayer                                                                                                          Assisting Minister 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever.  

Amen. 

 
Invitation to Communion                                              Pastor 

Christ has prepared the feast. 

Come to the table where all are welcomed home. 

 
The assembly may be seated. 

 

Communion Song               Lamb of God                                                ELW 336 

 

Communion 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say, 

“The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.”  

and each person may respond, “Amen.” 

The ministers commune before others commune. 

 

Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

Prayer after Communion                                        Assisting Minister 

Let us pray.  

Tender and merciful one, 
at your feast, you fed us who brought nothing, 

turning our emptiness into joy. 

Filled with your abundant grace, 

send us now to be ministers of reconciliation, 

mending broken hearts, working for justice, 

and striving for peace among all people, 

in the name of Jesus Christ.   

Amen. 
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Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

Song of Blessing          God Be With You Till We Meet Again                             ELW 536                                                                     

Pastor sings verses, congregation join on refrain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sending Song           On A Hill Far Away             TFF 77 
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Dismissal                                                    Assisting Minister 

Go in peace.  Remember the Poor. 
Thanks be to God! 

 

Postlude    Though Deepning Trials     Careless/Schreiner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another,  

as God in Christ has forgiven you. 

Ephesians 4:32 
Verse of the Year 
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Today 
 

Service Project 

The community project today is for Meals on Wheels.  Plan to stay after worship to assemble a bag 

with a puzzle book, pen and other goodies.  These will go to Meals on Wheels recipients.   

Come get your gray “Live Generously” t-shirt! 

 
Youth Sunday Planning 

Today following worship, the youth will be meeting in the Memorial Hall classroom  

to plan youth Sunday worship.   

 
Women’s Bible Study 

The Bible Study will be in Memorial Hall. 
 

Easter Flowers 

The deadline to order is today! 

We are selling Easter flower’s (from Levengood’s) to adorn the chancel Resurrection Sunday.    

Order forms are located online at stlukegilbertsville.org and on the table in the library.   

Please make the check payable to  

St. Luke Lutheran Church and place in the Office Administrator’s mailbox.   

Please contact Megan Ingram with any questions. 
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Announcements                                April 7, 2019 

 

 

St. Luke Softball Team 

Spring is almost here! The season starts April 14 at 3:30 with practice at Douglass Park.   

The first game will be April 28.   

There is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board in the narthex for all those interested in playing 

on the 2019 St. Luke Softball team.      

No experience necessary, youth ages 15 and older are welcome to join.   

Please contact Dave Durante 610-613-2216 with any questions.   

 
Newsletter Deadline 

The deadline for Winged Ox articles will be Monday, April 8, 2019.   

Please contact Megan Ingram in the church office with any questions. 

 
Graduates & Retirees 

The church office is collecting information from all high school and college graduates as 

well as retirees for the next Winged Ox.  Please email or call the church office by  

Monday, April 15 with your information.  

stluke19525@outlook.com or 610-367-9738. 

 
Miller-Keystone Blood Drive 

The next blood drive will be held Tuesday, April 16, 2019 at St. Luke.   

There are 32 appointment slots available beginning at 2:15 pm.   

There is an emergency appeal for all blood types!   

Please contact Megan Ingram in the church office to schedule your appointment,  

or go to giveapint.org to register online.  
 

Easter Breakfast 

The Easter Breakfast will be held Resurrection Sunday following the 7:30am worship.   

A Thrivent Action Team was utilized to fund the breakfast this year so all proceeds collected 

will go towards new shirts for the softball team.   

A reservation sign up sheet is located in the church library.   

Contact Dave Durante with any questions. 

 
Mowers Needed 

The grass is growing fast!  The mowing team at St. Luke is looking for volunteers to mow the 

church grounds this summer.  Please contact Tom Undercuffler if you are interested in 

donating your time to help maintain the property. 

 

 



14 

 

 

 

 

Worship and Stewardship  

Attendance on March 31, 2019 9:30 a.m.: 56 Lenten: 28  Soup Supper: 20 

Our Weekly Commitment             Our Response Overage/Shortfall 

Current Expenses    $2,920              $3,171                  +$251 

Mission Support                 $166                       $100                          -$66 

Soup Supper $29  Lenten Offering $175 

Bulletins, Sanctuary Lamp & Initial Offering: $23 

 

Sponsors: April 7, 2019 

Communion Elements: In honor of Donna Biehl’s 40th wedding anniversary.   

Bulletins:  To the glory of God and in honor of Melinda Conrad’s and Lindsay White’s 

birthdays, from Mom and Dad.  

Newsletter:  The Winged Ox for March and April is in honor of our granddaughters, Aimee 

Fronheiser and Jenna Albright, by their grandparents, Gary and Linda Fronheiser. 
 

PRAYERS FOR Health and Healing 

 Brian Kelly, complications from a stroke, neighbor of the Durante’s. 

 Jodi Loughlin, ongoing treatment for breast cancer, friend of the Durante’s. 

 Helen Penketh, recovering from a recent hospitalization. 

 James Flowers, recovering from a mini stroke, brother-in-law of Carol Geiger.  

 Kevin Zimmers, recovering at home following kidney surgery. 

PRAYERS FOR Those in Grief 

 Family and Friends of The Rev. Alex Anklan, seminary classmate of Pastor Mary Ann. 

 Family and Friends of Nancy, friend of the Derr’s. 

 Family and Friends of Laura Koons, great aunt of Valerie Schlegel. 

 Family and Friends of Gloria McMullan, mother of The Rev. Christian McMullan. 

PRAYERS FOR Those Needing Continued Prayers 

Bob Arobone, Raymond Billger, George Evans, Roy Geiger, Jalen Gray, Travis Reese, Lexi 

Runyen, Cookie Stasik, Linda Wade, and Khristopher Yoder. 
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 Schedule for the week of  

April 7-14 

Location of Events 

Sunday 

Apr. 7 

 

8:30 Bible Study 

9:30 Worship: Lenten Hymn Festival 

11:00 Youth Choir 

11:00 Service Project 

5:30 Catechism 

Green Room 

Sanctuary 

Choir Room  

Memorial Hall  

St. James Lutheran Church  

Monday 

Apr. 8 

7:00 Den Meeting Memorial Hall 

 

Tuesday 

Apr. 9 

7:00 Scout Troop Committee  Memorial Hall 

Wednesday 

Apr. 10 

1-4pm CCR Open for Shoppers 

6:00 Soup Supper 

6:30 Handbell Choir 

7:30 Worship 

8:15 Adult Choir 

Lower Level Clothing Rack 

Memorial Hall 

Sanctuary 

Sanctuary 

Choir Room 

Thursday 

Apr. 11 

6-8pm CCR Open for Shoppers 

6:45 Congregation Council 

Lower Level Clothing Rack 

Lower Level Classroom 

Friday 

Apr. 12 

8:30 AA 

Scout Spring Service Project 

Lower Level Classroom 

Camp Musser 

Saturday 

Apr. 13 

1:00 Eric Then Eagle Scout 

Ceremony 

Scout Spring Service Project 

Sanctuary 

Camp Musser 

Sunday 

Palm Sunday 

Apr. 14 

 

8:30 Bible Study 

9:30 Worship: Palm Sunday 

11:00 Youth Choir 

11:00 Easter Worship Leaders 

Meeting 

3:30 Softball Practice 

Scout Spring Service Project 

Green Room 

Sanctuary 

Choir Room  

Sanctuary 

Douglass Park  

Camp Musser 

Worship Leaders Sunday, April 7 

 

Sunday, April 14 

 

Assisting Minister Dave Durante Kathy Billger 

Lector Ryan Rhoads Connie Hukari 

Communion Assistants Betty Musser, Michelle Rhoads, Leslie 

Romasco & Ruth Ann Shaner 

Valerie Schlegel 

Acolyte Emily Geiger Aidan/Lorelai Ingram 

Crucifer  Haley Hukari 

Greeters Merrie Gephart Betty & Gene Musser 

J.A.M. Connie Hukari  

Office Volunteer April 5: Nancy Ballantyne April 12: Dorothy Girton 

Ushers Mark Fitzgerald, Gary Fronheiser  

& Scott Moyer 

Ron Huakri, Dave Janzow  

& Gene Levengood 

Counters Kathy Billger, Dave Durante  

& Ross Geiger 

Shalaways, Hilda Cooney  

& Donna Trout 

Sacristans Kathy Billger 

Sandi Quicksell 

Kathy Billger 

Sandi Quicksell 
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Maundy Thursday April 18, 7:30 

Handwashing & Eucharist 

Stripping of the Altar 

 

Good Friday April 19, 7:30 

Tenebrae Worship 

Extinguishing of light 

Readings & Songs 

 

Children’s Easter Egg Hunt 

Saturday April 20, 11:00 

 

Resurrection Sunday April 21 

Worship 7:30 & 10:15 

Breakfast 9:00 


