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Accidental Saints, from 
the beginning, will 
likely not be what you 
usually find in the 
“Christian” genre. 
The chapter titles are 
peppered with swear 
words,    as are the 
chapters themselves.           
But Nadia Bolz-
Weber is real, and the 
honesty with which 
she tells her stories  is 
challenging and 
compelling.

Two chapters in, I was squirming, crying, and eager to 
read more. I’m convinced we’re all accidental saints – in 
desperate need of God’s grace and the forgiveness of 
each other.  

-Jaque Stouffer Book Discussion Guide from the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship

This Study Guide is adapted from: 
Study Guide by Pastor Michael Stadtmueller & Pastor Leta Behrens 

for OSLC Ft. Collins, CO Lent 2016. 
Book Discussion Guide from the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship by 

Jacque Stouffer November 2016.
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May 18 
Chapters 1-4 

Jonah 2:1-9 

June 15 
Chapters 5-8 

John 6:1-15 

July 20 
Chapters 9-13 

Luke 10:25-37 

August 17 
Chapters 14-16 

Genesis 28:10-22 

September 21 
Chapters 17-19 

Mark 8:27-30

ACCIDENTAL SAINTS 
Finding God In All The Wrong People by Nadia Bolz-Weber
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May 18 
Chapter 1: Saint Cookies  
• “On All Saints’ Sunday, I am faced with sticky ambiguities around saints who were bad 

and sinners who were good.” (6) How have you reconciled these types of ambiguities in 
your own relationships and encounters? 

• “What makes us the saints of God is not our ability to be saintly but rather God’s 
ability to work through sinners.” (7) How have the saints you’ve known been 
accidental?  

• (9), Nadia provides a list of moments when her spirituality is most active.    What 
moments would you add? Which of hers can you relate to? 

• Nadia on the image of their All Saints Candle… “We melt into something new, but the 
burned bits remain” (11)

Chapter 2: Absolution for Assholes 
• Do you have someone whom you can confess to?

• How does your ego provide insulation for the secrets you carry? 

• Does letting down that insulation make you feel closer to God or further away?

• Do you look at the cross as a ‘substitutionary atonement’ or a ‘blessed exchange’? 

Chapter 3 My Lowest for His Highest  
• How can ‘confessing our crippling inconsistencies’ help others? 

• “Never once did Jesus scan the room for the best example of holy living and send that 
person out to tell others about him.” (30) Do you, like Nadia, find that confusing? 

Chapter 4: Whale Spit in the Superdome  
• How has God worked through someone to get your attention? 

• When have you been ‘where the math doesn’t add up’ (39) and known you were on 
Holy Ground? 

• Consider for a moment the offensive things about our gospel? What are they? 
What parts do you struggle with? What parts appeal to you?  
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June 15 
Chapter 5: You are Not “The Blessing”  
• Why is it our tendency to feel self- important when we help people? 

• What do you think “outsiders” struggle with most about Christians? 

Chapter 6: A Thief in the Night 
• When someone says, “I’m not so much into church right now,” what could you say to 

leave room for a conversation?

• “When it comes down to it folks can take a few verses from the Bible and run with 
them.” (  )

• How did religion instill fear in you in the past? Does it still? 

Chapter 7: Mary, Mother of Our Lord  
• Are you aware of the church year?  What is your favorite season of the year? 

• What should we do with Mary? 
• Virgin, revolutionary, fairy tale?  In What other ways in Mary seen in our world?

• Is thinking about Mary as an accidental saint a new thought for you? 

Chapter 8: The Slaughter of the Holy Innocents of Sandy Hook 
Elementary  
• Can you think of a time where you really needed to hear something when you entered 

into church because of what was happening in the world?
 
• How does Jesus and the stories of God help us in the world?

• Should we ring a bell for the murderer?  Light a candle for the killer after tragedies?
• How hard is it for us to place Herod in our nativity scenes? Does Nadia’s narrative 

make you want to start trying? 
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July 20
Chapter 9: Frances  
• Is the language of “demons” helpful or not helpful?

• What is your demon, and which of God’s messages does it not want you to hear? 

• How can healing through Jesus equal restoration in community?  How do we pray for 
one another?  How does it help? 

Chapter 10: Panic Attack in Jericho  
• When have you experienced help coming from unexpected places?  What was your 

first reaction? 

• What adjective, when used to describe you, would you consider to be the absolute 
worst – and why? 

Chapter 11: Parlors  
• Have you been to a funeral where the group gathered was different from what you are 

used to?  How did that feel? 

• How has taking the messiness out of life and death filtered away a part of our life?  
What can we do to change that? 

Chapter 12: The Lame 
• When has love that goes through death spoken to you? (Bobby’s Eulogy)

• Are there any facts about yourself that you are now comfortable with that for a long 
time you denied?

• How does social media filter the real you?

• How did you feel after reading this statement: “The uncool parts of us are exactly what 
Jesus invites to sit and eat around his table.”? (125) 

Chapter 13: Dirty Feet  
• Nadia suggests that ‘we aren’t punished for our sins as much as we are punished by our 

sins.” (130) How and when have you found this to be true? 
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August 17 

Chapter 14: The Dogs of Good Friday  
• How do you respond to the world’s violence?

• Where you there when they crucified my Lord?  Consider the parallels to “were you 
there when Myra killed her children?  Is this helpful? How so?  How not?

Chapter 15: Vignettes from and Easter Vigil  
• What images of the Easter Vigil, written about here, speak to you?

• Have you ever attended an Easter Vigil?

• What stories in scripture speak to you the Easter promise?

• “Moldy Alleluias.”  Can you relate?

• Do you agree with Nadia when she says “I wonder if that is what faith is: risking an 
openness to something bigger than ourselves?” (149) When, if ever, have you 
experienced this for yourself? 

Chapter 16: Charcoal Fires and Jail Cells 
• Have you had a personal hero fall from Grace?  How did this make you feel?

• What do you mean when you say ‘Lord, have mercy’? 

• Can you relate to the desire to rewrite the past?  How so?

• Blunt Mercy - “What done cannot be undone… but it can be redeemed!” ( )
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September 21 

Chapter 17: Judas Will Now Take Your Confession 
• What does Christian community mean to you? 

• How does God’s Grace surprise us?  What stops us from believing God’s grace?

• “You are loved.”  Seems so simple… and is so important.  Who has made that most 
clear in your faith?  Do you believe it?

• How hard is it to feel like you have the ‘authority to remind each other of the gospel’ – 
and to act on that authority? 

Chapter 18: The Best Shitty Feeling in the World  
• When have you felt the sting of real grace? 

• Can you relate to “I need the very thing that I will do everything I can to avoid 
needing.”? (180) 

• How does/can God use our brokenness?

Chapter 19: Blessed are They 
• Can you think of an Accidental Saint in your life?

• Has this book changed your view of the word, “Saint?”

• As a church, who do we need to name as “Blessed” in our world today?  Who needs to 
hear it most?
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