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Father’s Day Drive-Through 

The Father’s Day Drive-Through event was held on Thursday, June 

18, 2020. One hundred Blessing Bags were handed out to over 30 

cars and approximately 75 kids. We prayed for each of the indi-

vidual carloads asking them each for prayer needs and      re-

quests. The Fathers/Men received a bag filled with a chocolate 

covered pretzel from Simply Sweets Chocolates, a men’s          de-

votional, a cloth mask, a hand written encouragement note, a 

page of dad jokes, a bungee cord,  a notebook and pen, along 

with snacks. The chil-

dren received a craft 

bag filled with items 

to make and color for 

Father’s Day, a       

children’s devotional, 

snacks, colorful  

markers or colored 

pencils, and a few 

other items. The kids 

also received a food 

bag filled with  

breakfast and lunch 

items as well as 

snacks. This was an 

amazing outreach to 

the Mercer          

community and we 

are blessed to serve 

and show Jesus’ love to our neighbors. Thank you to Bethany 

members who planned and served including Crystal and Laurie 

Ruhlman, Nancy Thompson, Joni Knechtel, Rita Thompson, Debi 

Creasy, Pam Muehlman and Sue Horkey. 

Committee Meetings: 

 Deacons  

    No July Meeting 

 Vision Team 

 July 2  at 6:30 p.m. 

 Personnel  

 July 7 at 9:00 a.m. 

 Property  

 July 7 at 6:30 p.m.  

 Christian Education 

 July 7 at 7:00 p.m. 

 Outreach/Member Involvement 

 July 14 at 7:00 p.m. 

 Worship & Memorials 

  July 14 at 7:00 p.m. 

 Finance 

 No July Meeting 

 SESSION 

 TBD  
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Welcome Back 

Maybe you have left   

Bethany in the past year or 

so, or maybe you know 

someone who has.  We 

would love to see you 

back.  We believe you will 

find many things different 

here, in a good way, than 

in the past.  And, as our 

transition continues, we 

anticipate an exciting      

future.  If you are still a 

member and have not 

been attending for a while, 

we would love to see you 

again.  If you are no longer 

a member but would like 

to rejoin, there is a simple 

process to rejoin.  Please 

call the church and we will 

talk about the rejoining 

process. 

Worship Services  

Our services have resumed live on Sunday      

mornings at 10:15 a.m.  Dave Valentine will be 

preaching through July as Pastor Bob recovers from 

hip surgery.  You can also watch the services live or 

recorded on Facebook.  Even if you are not a     

subscriber to Facebook, you can still log on and 

watch.  Just search for “Bethany Church Mercer PA 

Facebook”, click on the link, and scroll down to find 

the service.  The audio recording of the sermons 

will be available on the church website also.  

 

Vision Team Update 

The Vision Team continues to pray and meet        

together on a regular basis.  We are currently       

interviewing various folks in the community to hear 

ideas on where people think the greatest needs are 

in our community.  Once we complete that work, 

we will continue to pray to hear where God wants 

Bethany to join with Him serving in that particular 

area.  This is a God-size undertaking and we are 

trusting Him to provide all the people and            

recourses that will be needed to reach out in loving 

service to our community.  As we move forward, we 

would truly appreciate your prayers that our service 

will effectively meet needs, bring hope to many, 

and the Gospel of our Lord will be received in 

amazing ways.  If you have any questions, ideas, or 

want to encourage the team please feel free to do 

so. We will keep you posted throughout the coming 

year.   

Bethany Transition Updates 

Vision Team Members 

Sue Allen, Steve Amsler, 

Mark Hayes, John Inman, 

Joni Knechtel, Mike         

Piddington,  Crystal 

Ruhlman, Laurie Ruhlman, 

Nancy Thompson, and 

Bob Stauffer  
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JUST TO KEEP YOU POSTED. . . .  

FROM THE HEARTS OF BETHANY WOMEN 
 

As you can see the following Bethany Women activities are cancelled for the month of July.  Stay 

tuned each month for updates and new dates: 
 

My Ladies Bible Study—my hope is that we can resume this fall. 

Fall Brunch—since it is scheduled for October we are still on hold. 

 

“We can’t plan, control, or predict the future, but we know Who does, and He will be right there 

with you every step of the way.” 

 

Every day I receive an e-mail with a devotional or thought for the day from Day Spring.  Just 

when I seem to need it the most, the devotional prepares me for another day.  In May, there was 

one that was especially appropriate entitled, “Five Scriptures to Find Rest During Uncertain 

Times.”  What a blessing these five verses were and continue to be during this time of worldly 

uncertainty.   

 

Romans 8:18~”Yet what we suffer now is nothing compared to the glory he will reveal to us 

later.”  When any of us goes through the darkest times, we know that this world is not our 

home, that when we think of spending eternity with Jesus we can handle anything.  Most 

of us never suffered like Paul.  We have not been beaten or thrown in jail like Paul was for 

declaring Jesus as his Savior.  I am able to face each day with the promise that I know how 

all of this will end. 

 

 Hebrews 10:36~”Patient endurance is what you need now, so that you will continue to do 

God’s will.  Then you will receive all that he has promised.”  I don’t know about you, but I 

am not a patient person (even though I constantly pray for patience.)  Whether I am in the 

drive-through window at the bank, in what appeared to be the shortest checkout line in 

the grocery store, or waiting for the doctor (whose assistant has just told me—the doctor 

will be in  shortly), I tap my foot, sigh and become very impatient.  If I asked myself, “Why 

are you in such a hurry?” I probably wouldn’t be able to give a valid     answer.  Each of us 

(me included) needs the daily reminder to be patient, to wait for the Lord, that none of 

this is for my glory.  I need to continue to trust Him and the will He has for my life.  I know 

deep in my heart, that God will keep His promises, that His love will never fail, that He will 

never leave or forsake me and that He will always be there when I need Him. 

 

Philippians 4:6-7~”Don’t worry about anything; instead pray about everything.  Tell God what 

you need and thank Him for all he has done.  Then you will experience God’s peace, which 

exceeds anything we can understand.  His peace will guard your and minds as you live in 

Jesus.”  I know this is much easier said than done.  When you think about it, please realize  



 

  

 that when you lay your problems at Jesus feet they are no longer your problems.  (What a 

wonderful thought—no more worrying!)  Just think—our God wants us to come to Him 

with EVERYTHING.  Did you ever worry that you were   bothering your God too often with 

some minor thing—did you think He ever gets tired of you—NO!  He loves you so much 

He wants to spend time with you even over some minor prayer request or concern.  You 

can then feel His perfect peace knowing that He loves you beyond your wildest               

imagination.   

 

Matthew 11:28~”Then Jesus said, ‘Come to me all of you who are weary and carry heavy     

burdens and I will give you rest.’“  When I hear this verse, I always think of a funeral service 

since it is used so often.  But when I really prayed and thought about it, it isn’t saying just 

death.  Are you weary?  Are your burdens heavy?  Since the virus struck, I have felt weary 

and on some days the burdens I feel are heavy but then I say, “Okay, Nancy, quit feeling 

sorry for yourself.  Get busy there is lots of work to do (like housecleaning)  I don’t need to 

carry my burdens alone (are they really burdens or did I just make them burdens?)—many 

people have real burdens.  I can ask Him to relieve me of these “so called weariness and 

burdens” and they will be replaced with rest—real rest.  I know I am blessed by rereading 

this verse. . .hope you are, too. 

 

 I Corinthians 16:13~~”Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be men of 

courage; be strong; Do everything in love.”  In wrapping up this letter, Paul 

inserts a series of five quick commands—yes, there are five in this short 

verse.   Paul's habit of doing this at the end of his letters reminds me of the 

comments that are made when someone we care about is leaving...be  

careful...I love you.   

 

I hope these five verses help you during this month when we all face       

uncertain worldly times. 

 

Let this be each of our prayers for July. . . 

 

Heavenly Father, thank you for Your goodness to me and for instructing me on how to live a  

godly life.  May I stand firm in the faith and act in a way that does not dishonor Your name. May I 

be alert to the evils that surround me and may I never compromise the truth of the glorious    

gospel of grace but be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. May all I say and do be 

done in love - to Your honor and glory in Jesus name I pray, AMEN 

 

Sharing this message, from the hearts of all of the Bethany Presbyterian Women, 

                        Nancy Ollinger-Thiess, Moderator 
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Drive Through Flowers 
 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-2b  “There is a time for        

everything, and a season for every activity under  

heaven. . .a time to plant and a time to          

uproot. . .”  The time to plant was on Thursday, 

June 18 when the drive-through planters at the 

back entrance were planted with beautiful dragon 

wing begonias.  These colorful annuals are a 

“welcome back” to those entering our back doors.  

These plants were donated by Steve Thompson of 

Nelson’s Heirloom Gardens here in Mercer.  Thank 

you Steve for not only brightening our planters, 

but also our days.  P.S. Thank you Lois for seeking 

out the flowers, planting them, and keeping them     

watered—you help to brighten our days. 
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