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There are a lot of things going on in the life and ministry of Bethany 

Church !!! It is exciting to see the work of the vision team as they continue to 

seek the Lord for where we are called to serve. It is also fascinating to me to 

see the work of our church committees taking on a new energy and vision 

for what the Lord is leading them to do. As I watch all of this happen I have 

a very strong sense that the Lord is about to do something special at     

Bethany. From considering staff, to the work of our teams, to the cleaning 

and use of the manse, and so many other ways I see the hand of God at 

work. I don't know where He is leading us but it is compelling to observe 

that while each separate team is working that there are a lot of common 

themes that are beginning to come together. The session has a lot of things 

to consider as they join collectively to hear the voice of the Lord. And there 

is clear evidence of spiritual attack as Satan tries to fight back against all that 

the Lord is doing. 

 

And with that in mind, I ask you to pray. Pray for the session as they make    

crucial decisions in the life of the church. Pray for the vision team as they     

continue to be in the neighborhood and talk with community members.     

Continue to pray as we consider potential ministry staff that will lead us to 

see people in Mercer and around the world come to Jesus. Pray for the work 

of the Holy Spirit to fill us and the church with His glory. Pray for the teams 

of the church as they do their work. And pray for the other things that the 

Lord would lead you to pray. God is on the move at Bethany and may we as 

His people be attentive to His voice. 
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Committee Meetings 

 Deacons 

September 2 at 6:00 p.m. 

 Vision Team 

August 31 at 6:30 p.m. 

 Personnel 

September 1 at 9:00 a.m. 

 Property 

September 1 at 6:30 p.m. 

 Christian Education 

September 1 at 7:00 p.m. 

 Outreach/Member 

Involvement 

September 8 at 7:00 p.m. 

 Worship & Memorials 

September 8 at 7:00 p.m. 

 Finance 

September 17 at 7:00 p.m. 

 Session 

September 24at 7:00 p.m. 
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Thank you for your        on-

going prayers and    support 

for us as we     continuously 

pray and seek after God for 

His will for fulfilling our vi-

sion:     Bethany - Blessed to 

be a Blessing. 

    We are in the process of 

having a "Blessing Box" 

built that will be placed on 

the north side of the 

church's garage. The bless-

ing box will be a place 

where we can place cur-

rent and nonperish-able 

food items for    people 

who find themselves in 

need of food for their fam-

ily. We hope that you will 

utilize this blessing box by 

dropping off food items, 

praying for those who find 

themselves in need of 

some basic food items to 

carry them over, and that 

many would know that 

God is blessing their lives 

through the kindness and 

love of others.  

    We continue to prayer 

walk our community      of-

fering love and prayer to 

those we come in contact 

with and have meetings with 

leaders in various parts of 

town to see if that area may 

be where God is     calling us 

to serve. We   recently visited 

our EPC's church plant in 

Idora, Ohio called, Hope for 

Renewal, to see what hap-

pens when people are called 

by God to a certain area 

within their community. It 

was truly a blessing to see 

that through their faithful     

service in the same area 

week after week has led to 

very meaningful             rela-

tionships which has have led 

many to faith in Jesus Christ! 

    God is amazing! As a vi-

sion team we firmly believe 

that God has  already gone 

ahead of Bethany to prepare 

our place of service in our 

community and when the 

time is right for us, He will 

make all things come to-

gether for the glory of His 

name.  

    We also believe God is 

doing amazing things in 

preparation for our "called 

place" because of the 

faithfulness of prayer. We 

deeply appreciate each of 

you and look  forward to 

serving God together with 

you. 

 

With grace and peace, 

Sue Allen on behalf of the 

Vision Team 

Vision Team Update 

THANK YOU! 

The outpouring of 

love and support has 

been tremendous by 

you, “Our Church 

Family,” while we 

mourn the loss of 

my beloved        

husband, Dale. 

Thank you for your 

prayers, cards, visits, 

phone calls, flowers, 

food and gifts.   

Your acts of kind-

ness are very much 

appreciated during 

this time. God’s 

blessing on            

all of you!           

Fran Bish and family 

 

Thanks to everyone 

in our Bethany   

family for all your 

support.  We have 

received many lovely 

cards. Bob is finally 

at peace from his 

pain.  He is now 

walking with the 

Lord.  God bless  

you all!   

The Huston Family 

Hope for Renewal 

Idora, Ohio 
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Vision Team Members 

Nancy Thompson 

Joni Knechtel Mike Piddington 

Mark Hayes John Inman Steve Amsler 

Crystal Ruhlman Laurie Ruhlman 

Bob Stauffer 
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Help our EPC Presbytery   

support EduNations in Sierra 

Leone by golfing on          

September 21, 2020 at the 

nearby Avalon Golf and  

Country Club. Click here for 

more information on how to 

sign up. 

The Media Team includes Gary Kleinfelder, Bruce 

& Jen Wamboldt, Pat & Steve Amsler & Laurie 

Ruhlman 

Formed in May, the team is focusing 

on improving all types of church 

communication, including the weekly 

bulletin, Bethany Road, weekly 

emails, Bethany's website, Facebook, 

Instagram and the Sunday morning 

Power Point slides. Please be patient 

with us as you have seen some 

changes already, but it is certainly a 

work in progress. We welcome your 

feedback and ideas. Feel free to  

contact us by email 

at Bethanynews@bethany-

presbyterian.org or in person. 

Bethany’s Media Team 

Bethany’s 2020 Financial Statement through July 31 

Income           $265,742          Expenses        $197,792          Net Income     $67,950 

Following our day of golf, we will be kicking off a week-long online silent auction! Join in the fun to win 

items such as a getaway, signed sports memorabilia, gift baskets and more. If you are interested in donating 

an item to our silent auction, click here to fill out our donation form. All auction items are due to Debbie 

Stauffer by September 8, 2020. If you have any questions, please email golf@edunations.org or call            

412-522-4756.  

https://edunations.org/golf/
https://edunations.org/golf/
https://edunations.org/golf/
https://edunations.org/golf/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScnYjJ9BRuXRaJ_uXMRK099RBZv6CFGgRZqDPdPqIlhoS004g/viewform?usp=send_form
mailto:golf@edunations.org


September Prayer Focus 
Please pray for all those        

involved in the Mercer School 

District.  There are so many  

unknowns about this year.  Pray 

for the administration as they 

make difficult decisions.  Pray 

for the teachers as they attempt 

to adapt to the constant   

changes.  Pray for the students 

who need the structure and  

stability that school usually 

brings.  Pray for the parents 

who need to balance their    

employment, caring for children 

at home, helping their children 

adapt, and so many other   

complications.  Pray for the 

coaches, athletes and band as 

we know how important these 

extracurricular activities are for 

our kids.  Especially pray for our 

TTT kids.  We don't know what 

the future will be for the      

program and we miss the kids 

so much. 

Where is Joe Burns? 

Attendance cards can be found on the tables when you 

enter the sanctuary along with the weekly bulletin. If you 

forget to pick a card up, you can find one at the end of 

each pew. Thank you for filling these cards out for us as 

we rely on them to keep track of attendance. Prayer     

requests will either be put on the prayer chain if           

requested, or it will be prayed for at Thursday morning 

prayer. 
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Mr. Josiah Forton 

Guest Worship Leader 
During the month of August we have been blessed to have 

Mr. Josiah Forton from East Liverpool, Ohio as our guest   

worship leader. 

  

Josiah graduated from Geneva College in 2018 with a Bache-

lor of Arts in Music Business.  Some of his many skills include 

instrument and vocal performance, audio technology and 

hymn composition. 

On Wednesday of last week Joe was 

moved from Grove City Hospital to Grove  

Manor.  The address there is 435 North 

Broad Street, Grove City PA 16127.  As you 

may know, Joe broke a hip while working 

on his front porch.  Last week he had a 

partial hip replacement. Cards are          

especially appreciated because he can 

have no visitors while at Grove Manor.  

Attendance/Prayer Cards 
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Bethany Presbyterian Church 

100 West Venango Street 

Mercer PA  16137 

 

Regular Office Hours 

Mon. - Fri. 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

(724) 662-4340 

Fax: 724-662-1080 

Prayer Chain: bethanyprays@yahoo.com 

Web: www.bethany-presbyterian.org 

TO: Or Current Resident 

Bethany is very blessed to have Janice Inman as our librarian.  We have a 

great library and Janice keeps it neat and up-to-date. Janice says: Bethany 

Church has a library ready for use by adults and children. Located across 

from Carson Chapel, the library holds a variety of Christian books and 

DVDs. Signs will help you find topics including biographies, Christian living, 

prayer, Christian fiction, and reference books. Several copies of “Simple 

Church” and “With,” currently being studied by Bethany’s Vision Team, are 

there to borrow and review as well.  Look to your left when entering the 

library and you will see a whole wall-and-a-half filled with books and DVDs 

for children, teens, and young adults.  Remember to stop in during the 

Easter and Christmas seasons, too, to borrow from the collection of     

Christian holiday-themed offerings.  Blessed and happy reading! 

Starting September 6th our worship 

service will start at 10:30 a.m. 

 


