
Bethany Road 
 A Message from Pastor Bob 
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One of the things we don’t often do well in the life of the church is           

celebrate. Once something is done we quickly move on to the next thing. 

But I would like us to pause a moment to celebrate the new staff that we 

have brought on to do ministry here at Bethany. 

A number of months ago we took on the hard task of looking at the     

structure of our staff and quickly realized that we needed more folks directly 

leading our ministries.  And in particular, leading youth ministry, children’s 

ministry and worship.  So difficult decisions were made by the session and 

the result of those decisions have allowed us to hire very competent people 

in those positions. 

We welcome Jon and Ashley D’Angelo as our youth and children's ministry 

directors respectively.  We are very excited about their energy and passion 

and giftedness as they take on those very important callings.  As our SWOT 

analysis showed these positions are very important to the members of   

Bethany and God brought just the right people to fill them. 

In addition, Josiah Forton will be joining our staff to give direction to our 

worship and also add very valuable technical knowledge as we look to make 

our worship experience one that fully glorifies God and does it with          

excellence. 

So let’s take a deep breath for a moment and celebrate all that God has 

done as He prepares Bethany for a very exciting future in ministry in the  

community of Mercer and around the world. 
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Committee Meetings 

 Vision Team 

September 28 at 6:30 p.m. 

 Personnel 

October 6 at 10:30 a.m. 

 Property 

October  6 at 6:30 p.m. 

 Christian Education 

October 6 at 7:00 p.m. 

 Deacons 

October 7 at 6:00 p.m. 

 Outreach/Member 

Involvement 

October 13 at 7:00 p.m. 

 Worship & Memorials 

October 13 at 7:00 p.m. 

 Finance 

October 15 at 7:00 p.m. 

 Session 

October 22 at 7:00 p.m. 
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   We are very excited and 

thankful that the         

Community Blessing Box is 

up and running!   

   The Vision Team has 

passed out an informative 

flyer throughout Mercer 

inviting people who have a 

need for food to stop by 

the Community Blessing 

Box to pick up food items 

to help them through the 

difficulties they may be 

facing.  

   Please feel free to place 

non-perishable food items 

in the Blessing Box and 

you can place produce on 

the bench beside the box. 

However, if there is a good 

supply of food in the box, 

please leave your food 

items at the welcome    

center during normal 

church hours. 

   The Vision Team         

continues to pray about the 

area of Mercer that God is 

calling Bethany to 

serve.  While we are waiting 

for God's timing to reveal 

who that may be, please 

join with us as we ask God 

to prepare the hearts of all 

of us at Bethany for what 

He has in store for us.  We 

are excited about all the 

new possibilities of serving, 

loving, and sharing the 

hope we have in Jesus with 

our community! 

   Please feel free to contact 

any one of us on the Vision 

Team with questions or 

thoughts you may have. 

 

Serving God with you, 

Sue Allen on behalf of 

the Vision Team 

 

Vision Team Members 

Sue Allen, Steve Amsler, 

Mark Hayes, John Inman, 

Joni Knechtel, Mike     

Piddington,  Crystal 

Ruhlman, Laurie 

Ruhlman, Nancy   

Thompson, and Bob 

Stauffer  

Vision Team Update 

THANK YOU! 

Dear Bethany Family, 

Thank you for your 

outpouring of love, 

acts of kindness, and 

support with prayers, 

food and cards in 

our sudden loss of 

Linda.  Jesus will 

carry us through this 

valley for He is our 

rock and blessed 

redeemer.  Our 

hearts will ache and 

our time on earth 

will no longer be the 

same, but we rejoice 

in God’s wonderful 

promise of salvation.  

We are truly blessed 

to have a wonderful 

church family      

reflecting Jesus in 

word and deed.  

 

The Family of Linda 

Ruth Wiggins:    

Gary, Kaitlin & Carol 

Wiggins: Kelsey, 

Matt, Willow & 

Alaina Little 

 

 

 

Manse Renovation and Yard Sale 

If you come by the church you may notice a lot of work being done in our Manse.  We 

are making a lot of upgrades in anticipation of the D'Angelo family moving in October 

15th.  The inside will be getting new paint and carpet.  The outside will be getting new 

windows and gutters.  And a few other things as well. 
 

Because we have been cleaning out, both in the Manse and the church, we have some 

items we just don't need.  So, this Friday and Saturday (9/25 & 26), we will be having a 

yard sale in the yard by Erie Street.  It starts at 8:00 a.m. each morning.  Bethany  

members are invited to a pre-sale viewing of the merchandise all day Thursday.  Just 

stop by the office and Lois will tell you where it is located.  You are also invited to 

bring your own tables and merchandise and set up with us.  (Just be sure and take the 

leftovers home with you.)   And we would appreciate a donation from your proceeds, 

which will go toward the Manse renovation.   
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                Dedication Sunday – November 22, 2020 

 

 We are given the privilege and opportunity to share the Good News of love and saving grace 

of Jesus Christ through a simple shoebox!  NOW, maybe more than ever, children and families all 

around the world are needing to experience the hope that comes only through a personal relationship 

with Jesus!  We can be used by God to share that Good News! 

 Please begin shopping, packing, and PRAYING for the child/ children who will receive your 

shoebox(es).  During these unprecedented times of Covid-19, if you are uncomfortable going out  

shopping no need to be concerned.  You can build a shoebox online for only $25.  Search “build-a-

shoebox online” or search “Operation Christmas Child” to begin building your shoebox(es).  You may 

choose either “start building” to create your own box OR “build it for me” to have it created for you.  

We are creating (through Samaritan’s Purse) an online Goal Page for Bethany titled “Bethany builds 

Boxes” and more information will be available soon.  Our goal is 220 shoeboxes for 2020 in the next 60 

days!  Please take part so this goal can become a reality! 

 After the children receive their shoebox gifts with Gospel booklets printed in their native      

language, the opportunity for discipleship begins!  “The Greatest Journey” is a 12-lesson discipleship 

program to help these children dig deeper into God’s Word and grow in their faith.  Millions of       

children have enrolled in The Greatest Journey and accepted Jesus as their Savior through this        

program since 2010! God is also using these children to share the love of Jesus with their families and 

communities.  Lives are being changed! If you are interested in donating toward this program, please 

make your check out to “Samaritan’s Purse” with “The Greatest Journey” or # 13943 on the memo line.  

On November 22nd you will have an opportunity to bring any checks forward for dedication in        

addition to the shoeboxes. 

 Just a reminder… pre-printed red/green cardboard OCC shoeboxes will be available.  OCC  

plastic boxes (made from a special plastic that can hold up under heat and handling for international 

delivery) are available online, Hobby Lobby and a few other locations.  PLEASE NO other plastic boxes.  

They are brittle and crack/break.  NO large shoeboxes (example: boot size).  These are not cost        

effective for overseas shipping and they may show partiality towards one child.  In addition, NO used 

items and NO toothpaste, candy, lotions and liquids, breakable items or war-related items. Thank you.  

If you have questions, feel free to contact Diana Baker at 724-475-2607 or text 724-372-3486 OR Steve 

Amsler at the church.  Thank YOU for impacting the world for Jesus Christ! 

Operation 
Christmas Child 
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Josiah, Emily and Lillian Forton 

live in East Liverpool Ohio.  Josi-

ah is joining Bethany as our Wor-

ship Director and Technical As-

sistant.  Josiah will be working 

part-time and you will see him 

behind the piano or with his gui-

tar on    Sunday Mornings. We 

are so pleased to have Josiah 

leading us in worship. 

New Bethany Staff 

Bethany’s 2020 Financial Statement through August 31 

Income           $297,772         Expenses        $216,846       Net Income     $80,926 

Jon and Ashley D’Angelo will be moving from the Austintown 

Ohio area into the Bethany manse on October 15th and will  start 

their employment with Bethany October 1st.  Jon will be full-time 

as Bethany’s Youth Director and Ministry Assistant and Ashley 

will be part-time as our Children’s Ministry Director.  We are   

super excited to have Jon, Ashley, Tobiah, Ezekiel and Briella 

Jean, join the Bethany ministry team. 

 

 

  Briella was born on Thursday,  

  September 17th at 8 lb.  14 oz. 

  

Welcome Briella! 



Bethany’s 50 Year Members 
Rick & Janet Wamboldt joined 

Bethany Church in June 

1970.  They raised their three 

children (Amy Cameron, Bruce 

Wamboldt, and Marcia Ellis) in 

this community and 

church.  Many of their lifelong 

friendships were created by 

participating in various       

committees, classes, and      

programs of the church.  During 

their retirement years, Rick and 

Janet have enjoyed watching 

and cheering their eight grand-

children as they participate in 

sports and school activities.  In 

his spare time, Rick enjoys 

hunting and golfing.  Janet 

loves to create quilts and bake 

cookies for others.   

Where is Joe Burns? 

Attendance cards can be found on the tables when you 

enter the sanctuary along with the weekly bulletin. If you 

forget to pick a card up, you can find one at the end of 

each pew. Thank you for filling these cards out because 

we rely on them to keep track of attendance. Prayer     

requests will either be put on the prayer chain if           

requested, or it will be prayed for at Thursday morning 

prayer. 
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Check out our bright and newly remodeled restroom in 

the church social room.  It’s such a wonderful upgrade. 

Thank Scott Hinkson for an outstanding job! 

 

Joe is at Grove Manor in Grove City. The 

address there is 435 North Broad Street, 

Grove City PA 16127.  As you may know, 

Joe broke a hip while working on his 

front porch.   Cards are especially       

appreciated because he can have no vis-

itors while at Grove Manor.  

Attendance/Prayer Cards 
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Bethany Presbyterian Church 

100 West Venango Street 

Mercer PA  16137 

 

Regular Office Hours 

Mon. - Fri. 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

(724) 662-4340 

Fax: 724-662-1080 

Prayer Chain: bethanyprays@yahoo.com 

Web: www.bethany-presbyterian.org 

TO: Or Current Resident 

You will find the Blessing Box on the north side of the brick garage.  We have already placed some items  

inside and we have put up flyers around town at various businesses. We would like only non-perishable food 

items donated for inside the box.  We have learned from others with similar boxes that the following are 

most popular items: applesauce, jelly, cereal, rice, sloppy joe mix, canned 

chili, pasta and sauce, mac and cheese, ramen noodles, rice or noodle side 

dishes, instant mashed potatoes, pancake mix, peanut butter, small cereal 

boxes, canned soup and fruit, popcorn, fruit cups for kids, tuna fish packets, 

and drink boxes.  We will also place a bench beside the box for fresh       

produce during the summer and fall. 

You can place items into the box yourself or bring it into the church and we 

will put it out as needed.  Thanks to Kylie, Sue and Dave Allen for building, 

painting and installing the box. 

Worship starts at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings 


