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Invite a mom to attend Mom 2 Mom a ministry started at Bethany
in 2016.

Bethany Road
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This is a once a month, morning meeting for moms that includes
conversation and encouragement from each other and Mentor
Moms.
The group currently consists of about 25 attenders, of which only
half attend any church. The group is open to all moms of children
elementary aged and younger. Childcare is available for 0-5 year
olds.
This year’s study is from the lives of different women of the Bible
and how they needed God’s grace just as we do.
The first meeting is October 9th from 9:15-11:30 am. Our topic for
the meeting will be “Easy Fix-Ahead Meal Prep.” Childcare will be
available starting at 9 am.
Without volunteers who give one morning a month, this ministry
would not be able to continue. Could you help with childcare on
a team of volunteers? Would you be willing to serve once a month
or even as a substitute? Please contact Teri Childers at 330-8839085 for more information.
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My Ladies Bible Study . .Continues in October
Our next meeting will be on Monday, October 22 at 10:30 a.m. in the rear of Carson Chapel. We
will continue our study with the emphasis on what we call The Three Women of Christmas. Each
of these women had hearts belonging to God. We will be studying this session, Mary who is betrothed in marriage yet is willing to bear God’s Son. We will follow in each of these women’s
footsteps so we too can prepare for the Savior to enter our hearts as he prepared the hearts of Elizabeth, Mary and Anna.
This Bible Study is open to all widows. Please invite a friend to attend even if it is just for this
one meeting. We will conclude by 11:30 a.m.

My Blessed Life. . .Theme of Fall Brunch
This is a very special personal invitation to all women to come and join in
the Fall Women’s Brunch, sponsored by the Bethany Presbyterian Women,
on Saturday, October 20 from 10:00 until noon in the Social Hall.
This morning will find us enjoying each other’s company, taking time to
thoughtfully consider how blessed our lives really have been, play a game or
two, participate in our raffle basket (which everyone has a chance to win),
and enjoy lunch, which will consist of a chicken salad croissant, fruit cup
and a variety of homemade cupcakes.
What is the cost? There is no cost. We just want to provide you with a wonderful morning of relaxation and enjoy the company of others. If you would
like to contribute to one of our current collections, that would be great.
We are currently collecting the following: hats, gloves, mittens, scarves and socks for men, women and children. They
will be distributed on December 15 to several local organizations so those in need can be provided with warm accessories for all winter long. Wouldn’t you like to think that someone was warm and cozy because you cared?
If you wish to attend, put on your favorite fall attire, and call the church office at 724 662-4340 and let Lois know how
many will be coming. We would appreciate reservations by Friday, October 19.
We are also accepting raffle baskets (any size; any theme). You can either bring yours in the week of the Brunch, the
day of the Brunch or call Nancy Ollinger-Thiess at 724 662-3986 and let her know you are providing one.
The Bethany Presbyterian Women considers each of you important to us, so bring a guest, or come alone (we promise
you you won’t be lonely). So invite a friend, neighbor, co-worker, or someone you hardly know!
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Fun and Fellowship. . .Plans Continue for Fall Brunch
Why not join us on Monday, October 15 at 7:00 p.m. in the Lindsey Room to
make final plans for the Fall Brunch (to be held on Saturday, October 20) and to
complete the favors for that Brunch. This is a wonderful opportunity to sit and
chat, to enjoy each other’s company in an informal setting, and to taste a delicious light refreshment. All women are cordially invited to attend this one or as
many of our meetings as you would like.

Why not Join us. . .2018 Thankoffering Sunday?
On Sunday, November 18, the Bethany Presbyterian Women will again be celebrating its Annual
Thankoffering worship service at 10:15 a.m. This is a wonderful way to give thanks for all the many blessings God has provided not only to Bethany Church, but to each of us as Christians. The message, will be
presented by the Moderator of the Presbyterian Women, Nancy Ollinger-Thiess. The message is entitled,
“Shut It Off!”
The special collection, over and above your normal tithes and offerings, will be used to make Christmas
happier for many in our local community. One half of the collection will be again used to purchase gifts of
books, puzzles, toys and needed clothing for children referred to us by the Mercer County Children’s Aid
Society—last year it was for 39 children. One quarter will be used for personally purchased gifts for those
men and women in Mercer area nursing homes that might not receive even one gift for Christmas—last year
it was 15 for our older residents. The final one quarter will be used for two different projects sponsored by
Mercer County’s AWARE. They will be to supply needed household items for the Brandi Montgomery
house and for necessary supplies for its PAWS program which makes it possible for those leaving abusive
relationships to bring their domesticated pets to the Greenville setting. If you have a pet, why not honor it
by placing a dollar or two in the Thankoffering collection on November 18? We are sure your pet has a
great home and lots of delicious food. Why not provide for a pet that is not so blessed?
The goal, through this Thankoffering Sunday, is to touch the lives of as many men, women, children and
yes, even pets as possible. Won’t you make this dream come true?

The next Bethany Road
deadline
will be Thursday,
October 25.
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Christian Education Happenings
From the Desk of Mr. Nate
Fall is here and a new season of ministry is upon us. Read below
and in the rest of this newsletter and our weekly bulletin about
opportunities to engage and grow together.
Remember to thank one of our many volunteers, some who give up time each week to serve in
youth groups, nursery, Sunday School, etc.

Last week I attended presbytery at Memorial Park EPC where I observed two churches officially joining the presbytery and five pastors
examined as either transfers or for a first time call to churches.
Did you know that the Presbytery of the Alleghenies now includes 74
churches from Buffalo, NY to Columbus, OH? Did you also know that only 12 of those
churches (including Bethany) have memberships over 200? We have much to be grateful for as
a church and presbytery!
Ordination Exam Update- By the end of this month, my paperwork should be complete as I will
be sending my transcripts from college and seminary and completing both a medical and psych
exam. I am hoping to take my four written exams (Bible Content, Theology, Polity, and Exegesis) in two or three months. Most take one exam a week.
Don’t forget that this fall I am teaching on the Ten Commandments in the Journey’s Adult Sunday School class. If you are looking for a Sunday School class to join, stop by the Lindsey Room
(#104) on Sundays at 9 am.

It is vital that you believe and admit that you have no power whatsoever to change
your child. This is the main idea in the next chapter in Parenting from Paul David
Tripp. Once again this is not only helpful as parent, but also as a person. Last
time we were reminded that rules and boundaries are important and necessary but
cannot do what only the grace of God can accomplish.
In this chapter on inability, Tripp writes, “If any human being possessed the power
to create change in any other human being, again, Jesus would not have had to
come!”
Just like in our salvation as parents, as grandparents, and as volunteers of children, when we confess to God our inability, places us where and doing what we are supposed to do as parents.

Our Bethany Afterschool Program, Totally Terrific Tuesdays, begins Tuesday, Oct. 2 with 1st & 2nd grade, and will continue to Nov. 13. Please volunteer (men and women), bake cookies, and pray. - Oct. 2, 9, 16, 30, Nov. 6,
13.

Small Groups will start to meet the week of Oct. 1st.
All groups are located in the Mercer area.
Every Thursday evening at the Denny & Nancy Thompson’s House with Ron Beil leading.
Every other Saturday evening at the Schmid’s House with
Nate Childers leading. Childcare available.
Every other Sunday evening at the Gallagher’s House with Frank Carolas & Tom Parmelee co-leading.
Any questions or if you are interested in a small group at another time,
please see Nate Childers or call 724-974-9250 or e-mail at nate@bethanymercer.org.

Middle School and High School Sunday school classes are in rooms #111 and
#115 respectively. Pastor Peter will be teaching middle school (Shorter Catechism) and Bubba MacLean will be teaching the high school (Genesis) on Sundays at 9 am.

56 Group meets Sunday nights from 6:00-7:30 pm at the Chapel for 5th & 6th grade.
Topics are centered around “Everyday Temptations” and leaders are David & Cindy
Robinson, Marcie Miller, and Austin Hall.

Join us on Sundays from 6-8 pm for youth groups for 7th-12th grade. We will be
starting at the Manse with some 9 Square, Gaga Ball, great food, awesome
games, talks centered around relationships with small groups to follow.
Bigger & Better in October and an All-Nighter in November are in the works!

SAVE THE DATE:
Junior Retreat- Nov. 16-18
3rd-6th Grade
Register at www.castleretreat.net

Bethany Ladies Retreat

Kimberly McCormick will share how she had to make a choice which road to take – F.R.O.G.
Lane (Fully Rely On God) or S.N.A.K.E. Highway (Satan’s Noose Around Kim’s Ego).
Proverbs 3:5-6 – "Trust the Lord your God with all your heart
and lean not upon your own understanding. In all your ways, acknowledge Him and He will
make your paths straight."
Speaker:

Kimberly McCormick

Location:

Villa Maria Education & Spiritually Center
2067 Evergreen Road
Villa Maria, PA 16155

Date:

October 26 & 27, 2018

Time:

6 p.m. Friday to 4 p.m. Saturday

Costs:

Circle one:
$20/person – Saturday Only
$44/person – with roommate _____________________
$70/person – no roommate
Checks Payable to: Bethany EPC

Shuttle:

For Saturday only – the shuttle will leave the church parking lot at 7:45 am

Registration:
https://tinyurl.com/BethanyRetreat2018
Name: _____________________________ Phone #: ________________
Items to bring: Bible, Snack to share, toiletries, swimsuit & towel. Linens, blankets, pillow
and towels will be provided.
Deadline to Register is October 14th.
Contact Debbie Latsko at 724-974-1623 for more information.
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The Nursery has new Supervisors!
Bethany Church Nursery serves our youngest Bethany family
members, age 0 to 36 months by providing a safe and nurturing
environment during the Sunday School hour and the Sunday
morning Worship Service. Our new Co-Supervisors are Marcy
Dadich and Laurie Ruhlman. We are looking for volunteers to help
us out each week. If you are interested in helping out once every
two months or so, please see Laurie or Marcy. We look forward to sharing in the life milestones of
each precious child that enters our doors!
Psalm 127:3 “CHILDREN ARE A GIFT FROM THE
LORD”

