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was a specific verse that I truly felt the Spirit was leading me to, not
just for myself, but also for Bethany Church and where we are going.

“Filled with wonder, awestruck wonder
At the mention of your name
Jesus your name is power, breath, and living water”
We have hit the end of the road for the vision team, not because
progress is stopping, in fact quite the opposite, it’s time to hit the
ground running. The plan has been put in place and now the
question is ‘will we answer the call?’ Each of us has been divinely
given gifts and abilities that were intended to be used for the
blessing of other people and to glorify His kingdom. This is where
fear and doubt start to creep in though, which is why the lyrics I
mentioned are so powerful. Jesus’ name is POWER, BREATH, and
LIVING WATER and the communities around us are in desperate need
of His name to flood their homes. The season that is going to be
upon Bethany is one that will require ready and willing hearts
because Jesus is going to be calling each of us out of our comfort
zone to where miracles happen in His name. It is time to show
exactly what “Blessed to be a blessing” is all about!
We can do this together,

Jon
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EPC GOLF OUTING
The golf outing helped our EPC
Presbytery support EduNations
in Sierra Leone, Africa. Members
of the presbytery golfed on

THANK YOU!

September 21, 2020 at the

Dear Bethany

Club and there was also an

Family,
Thank you for the
prayers, cards,

nearby Avalon Golf and Country
online

auction

to

raise

funds. Thank you to all who
participated.

phone calls for my

Pictured at left are Rick

own health and the

Wamboldt, Karl Christy

death of my brother.

and Bruce Wamboldt.

He is no longer in
pain. God Bless all
of you.
Sincerely,
Edythe Wise

The Annual Community
Thanksgiving Dinner
The dinner will be held at Bethany Church in the social room on
Thursday, November 26th 2020 at 12:00 noon.

All are welcome to attend

(church members or community). Turkey, dressing, potatoes, gravy, rolls &
beverage will be provided. Please bring a vegetable and/or dessert (if you are
able). Call the church office at 724-662-4340 by Tuesday, November 24 to
make a reservation and let us know if you will need a ride. If you are willing to
help prepare, decorate, cook, serve, or clean up please let us know by filling out
the form on the back page.

YOU MUST WEAR A MASK, AND COVID-19

PRECAUTIONS WILL BE FOLLOWED.
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Operation
Christmas Child
Dedication Sunday – November 22, 2020
We are given the privilege and opportunity to share the Good News of love and saving grace
of Jesus Christ through a simple shoebox! NOW, maybe more than ever, children and families all
around the world are needing to experience the hope that comes only through a personal relationship
with Jesus! We can be used by God to share that Good News!
Please begin shopping, packing, and PRAYING for the child/ children who will receive your
shoebox(es). During these unprecedented times of Covid-19, if you are uncomfortable going out
shopping no need to be concerned. You can build a shoebox online for only $25. Search “build-ashoebox online” or search “Operation Christmas Child” to begin building your shoebox(es). You may
choose either “start building” to create your own box OR “build it for me” to have it created for you.
We are creating (through Samaritan’s Purse) an online Goal Page for Bethany titled “Bethany builds
Boxes” and more information will be available soon. Our goal is 220 shoeboxes for 2020 in the next 60
days! Please take part so this goal can become a reality!
After the children receive their shoebox gifts with Gospel booklets printed in their native
language, the opportunity for discipleship begins! “The Greatest Journey” is a 12-lesson discipleship
program to help these children dig deeper into God’s Word and grow in their faith. Millions of
children have enrolled in The Greatest Journey and accepted Jesus as their Savior through this
program since 2010! God is also using these children to share the love of Jesus with their families and
communities. Lives are being changed! If you are interested in donating toward this program, please
make your check out to “Samaritan’s Purse” with “The Greatest Journey” or # 13943 on the memo line.
On November 22nd you will have an opportunity to bring any checks forward for dedication in
addition to the shoeboxes.
Just a reminder… pre-printed red/green cardboard OCC shoeboxes will be available. OCC
plastic boxes (made from a special plastic that can hold up under heat and handling for international
delivery) are available online, Hobby Lobby and a few other locations. PLEASE NO other plastic boxes.
They are brittle and crack/break. NO large shoeboxes (example: boot size).

These are not cost

effective for overseas shipping and they may show partiality towards one child. In addition, NO used
items and NO toothpaste, candy, lotions and liquids, breakable items or war-related items. Thank you.
If you have questions, feel free to contact Diana Baker at 724-475-2607 or text 724-372-3486 OR Steve
Amsler at the church. Thank YOU for impacting the world for Jesus Christ!
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Thankoffering Sunday ~ Nov. 29th 2020
Why not join us in person or online in worship on Sunday, November 29th at 10:30 a.m. for our annual
Thankoffering service? This is a decades old tradition provided by the Bethany Presbyterian Women.
The message provided by Bethany Presbyterian Women’s Moderator, Nancy Ollinger-Thiess, is entitled,
“Developing an Attitude of Gratitude.” This is an especially important topic considering how our lives
have changed since March of this year. A special collection will be taken over and above our usual tithes
and offerings. This special gift can be placed in the special envelopes that will be provided or placed in
an

envelope marked, “Thankoffering,” or write Thankoffering on your check memo or deliver to the

Church Office.

You will receive giving credit. The names of the organizations receiving your gifts will

be announced shortly. A report will be printed in the January 2021 Bethany Road.

Humility
I’m a pretty dandelion
My blooms are yellow bright.
When I grow old, and go to seed
My head turns snowy white.
To be accepted, as a flower

The Bethany Military Prayer Group would like to encourage you to

Is really what I need.

be praying for our men and women who have served and are

You’ll never know humility
Until your called a weed.

Joe Burns Sr.
Sept. 20, 1921~Oct.18, 2020

currently serving in the military. During the month of November
please stop by the welcome center and pick up a toy soldier as well
as information on how to pray for those serving our country. If you
are interested in joining the military prayer group, please contact
the church office at 724-662-4340.

Attendance/Prayer Cards
Attendance cards can be found on the tables when you enter the
sanctuary along with the weekly bulletin. If you forget to pickup a

Bethany’s 2020
Financial Statement
through September
Income

$323,072

these cards out because we rely on them to keep track of

Expenses

$245,558

attendance. Prayer requests will either be put on the prayer chain if

Net Income

card, you can find one at the end of each pew. Thank you for filling

requested, or it will be prayed for at Thursday morning prayer.

$77,514
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The Totally Terrific Tuesday Family Fall Fun
event was a big success. It was held on
October 20th at Brandy Springs Park in the
lower pavilions.
All who attended enjoyed dinner (walking
tacos!), games, crafts, a Bible story and a
dog show!
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100 West Venango Street
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Thank YOU on behalf of those being served!

Non-Profit Organization

loismetelsky@bethany-presbyterian.org.

place in the offering plate or email the church office at

Please check where you can help and return to the Church Office,

[ ] Chicken Broth, [ ] Stuffing Mixes

Regular Office Hours

[ ] Butter, [ ] Milk

Mercer PA 16137

Needed Items:

[ ] Drivers for Attendees

[ ] Deliver Meals

TO:

[ ] Help Clean up After Dinner – 12 noon – 2:00 pm

[ ] Help Serve Dinner – 11 am – 12:30 am

Fax: 724-662-1080

[ ] Help Cook Day of Dinner – 9 am – 11 am Thursday

(724) 662-4340

[ ] Help Peel Potatoes Wednesday

[ ] Help Decorate Tables – Wednesday Evening

[ ] Help Set Tables – Wednesday

[ ] Bake [ ] Pies or [ ] Cake

Acts of Kindness:

Please Help Make This Community Outreach One of the Best Ever

Name:

At Noon on Thursday, November 26, 2020

Thanksgiving Community Dinner

Bethany Presbyterian Church’s Annual

Bethany Presbyterian Church

Mercer, PA 16137

PERMIT No. 39

Mon. - Fri. 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Or Current Resident

Prayer Chain: bethanyprays@yahoo.com

Web: www.bethany-presbyterian.org

