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From the Desk of Pastor Bob Stauffer 

As the world begins to get back to normal, the church has also started to   

return to some sort of normalcy. And it has been good to see the Lord at 

work in so many ways in the life of Bethany Church.  We have much to be 

thankful for. 

 

I am sure that many of you are wondering “what’s next” for Bethany and 

where are we going? So glad you asked. There are a few very significant 

things that are directly in front of us that I want to speak to very briefly. 

 

1. We are looking forward to running a full summer VBS this year and we 

need your help.  As you are aware this takes a lot of work and a lot of 

people to organize and run. So when Ashley or Pat ask you to help can 

you please step up and contribute in some way to the effort. 

2. Over the next months we will be in the process of nominating and training 

our new officers.  Our hope is to select a group of potential elders and 

deacons and take them through a training program to prepare them for 

those callings. And then in the fall we will have a core group of trained 

people who can then be nominated for those offices. So please pray that 

the Lord will lead those who are called and for the nominating committee 

as they do their work. 

3. Also know that the Implementation Team, lead by John Inman, has been 

working very hard to identify the best ways for Bethany to reach out to 

Pine Grove and possibly a few other parts of the community as well. It is 

not an easy task and they have been working, and reading, and praying, 

about how Bethany can do this well with the Lord’s leading.  And not only 

how to do that well but how it fits into a broader picture of discipleship 

for the whole church.  So please pray for them as they continue their work 

and there should be much more news to announce shortly. 

4. And finally the work of the Pastoral Search Team.  At its March meeting 

the session voted for Valerian Moeller to be the chair of the PST so we are 

very grateful for his willingness to serve in this way.  At this month’s     

session meeting we hope to have session select the search team with the 

goal of beginning their work in early summer.  It will be a large undertak-

ing so again we ask you to pray for Valerian, the session, and those who 
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Committee Meetings 

• Personnel 

      May TBD at 10:30 a.m. 

• Safety Team  

     May 3 at 6:30 p.m. 

• Property 

      May 3 at 7:30 p.m. 

• Christian Education 

      May 4 at 7:00 p.m. 

• Deacons 

      May 5 at 6:00 p.m. 

• Outreach 

      May 11 at 7:00 p.m. 

• Worship & Memorials 

      May 11 at 7:00 p.m. 

• Finance 

      May 20 at 7:00 p.m. 

• Session 

      May 27 at 7:00 p.m. 

(continued on page 3) 



  

VBS is on! It is scheduled for June 7-11th  2021. 

We are ready for a fantastic adventure while we 

learn how Jesus’ power can pull us through!  

We still need volunteers to be crew leaders and 

we need cookie bakers. If you don’t want to be 

at VBS in close proximity to other people, we 

need some volunteers for set up before and 

clean up after the event. If you would like to 

sign up to play a role in VBS, please talk to   

Ashley D’Angelo at (330) 853-9093 or           

adangelo@bethany-presbyterian.org or you can  

 talk to Pat Amsler.  If you would like to sign up to make cookies, please sign up  

 here: https://signup.com/go/dszNOgk or call the church office at 724-662-4340. 
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New Sound Board 

Bethany recently received delivery of a 

new digital soundboard.  For quite some 

time our soundboard has been            

failing.  The Property and Worship    

Committees worked with Josiah to select 

this new board and the Bethany Tech 

Team will be training on it for a few 

weeks before it is ready to be installed in 

the sanctuary.  This is the first of several 

tech upgrades that will make our live 

worship and our livestream a much bet-

ter experience. 

Seneca Hills Summer 

Preparation Work Day 

May 1st 

Seneca Hills is our Presbytery's summer and youth 

camp.  Located in Polk, PA, it is a beautiful camp and 

the director is Lindon Fowler who has preached at 

Bethany numerous times in the past few 

years.     Below is a request from him for help during 

their Spring Work Day.   

 

“Come join us for a beautiful day at camp to prepare 

Seneca Hills for the summer! Spend some or all of 

the day with us as we get ready for our 86th      

summer. We start the day in the dining hall at 9 am. 

Grab some coffee and refreshments as you look over 

the jobs for the day. We stop for lunch at noon, then 

work until 3 pm. Bring a group, bring your family, or 

just bring yourself and make new connections. No 

matter your skill or ability, we could use your help!” 

mailto:adangelo@bethany-presbyterian.org
https://signup.com/go/dszNOgk
https://senecahills.org/events/spring-work-day/


2021 Graduates 

If you have a 2021 college or 

high school graduate please call 

the church office and let us know 

at 724-662-4340. We would like 

to honor them on Graduate   

Sunday in June. 

P A G E  3  

Bethany Implementation Team Update 

 The Bethany Implementation Team has continued its discussions on the purposes of the church, which 

are worship, service, outreach, evangelism, fellowship and discipleship and how Bethany members fulfill each 

of these roles. 

 One recent focus of committee discussion has been on how best to develop missional leaders in the 

church.  This is accomplished through a process that establishes a foundation of biblical knowledge and 

biblical character and moves church leaders from the starting line of living missionally to the pinnacle of 

multiplying disciples, leaders, and churches. However, living missionally is the first step for both our church 

leaders and church members if we want to intentionally develop relationships with secular people. 

 The Implementation Team is working to define activities that will promote missional living, and the 

team plans to meet with Session to provide a review of ideas and activities that will help Bethany Church fulfill 

its mission statement – “Bethany Church is blessed to be a blessing, and God is calling us to serve our 

community, build relationships with our neighbors and share the Gospel with all those we meet.” 

 The Implementation Team will continue to meet, and all members truly appreciate the prayers, support 

and encouragement shown by the Bethany congregation! 

 

Session Updates From March 

Pastor Bob Stauffer's contract as Transitional Pastor was re-

newed for an additional year with the provision that when 

Bethany receives a new Called Pastor that Bob's duties will 

be complete.   

Session approved Ruling Elder Valerian Moller as the chair of 

the Pastor Search Team.  The remaining members of the 

committee will be chosen in the near future.   

Bethany Library 

A new EPC Book of Order has been 

added to our Library.  This is the 

latest 2020-2021 edition.  Please 

feel free to check it out if you want 

to know anything about our      

denomination's governing       

documents.  

will serve on this team, for the clear 

leading of the Lord as to who our 

next pastor will be.  Also be praying 

for whoever the Lord brings that 

they will be prepared to lead this 

church well. 

 

There are lots of other great things  

going on but I wanted you to have the 

sense that there is much that lies ahead 

of us that we need to be praying hard 

about.  So please pray with us and may 

the Lord be glorified in all that we do. 

(From the desk...continued from page 1) 



Bethany’s 2021 Financial Statement through March 

      Income       $119,331    Expenses      $92,741    Difference    $26,589 

We are happy to announce that Pastor Bill Woodman will be assisting our 

Elders and Caring Staff with home visits and communion.  Below Bill has 

written a nice note to introduce himself. 

Bio For Pastor Bill Woodman 

Born and raised in Youngstown, OH, I graduated from Boardman High 

School and then studied at Westminster College with a dual degree in 

Elementary Education and Christian Education. I taught sixth grade      

science and social studies for six years at Springfield Local Intermediate School in New Middletown, OH, 

coaching a wide variety of sports for both boys and girls. Answering a call to the ministry, I attended   

Union Theological Seminary in Richmond, VA, serving as a youth pastor throughout my years in seminary. 

Over the course of my 32 years of pastoral ministry, I have pastored churches in New Jersey, Ohio, and 

Pennsylvania, most recently serving as the pastor of Center Church, EPC in Grove City for 12 ½ years. 

Along with my wife Cindy, son Josh, and Miniature Australian Shepherd, Belle, I live in Grove City. I enjoy 

gardening, reading, exercise, music, and drawing. Belle and I compete in disc dog competitions and     

occasionally perform shows for schools or churches. This past fall, we had the privilege of doing a show 

for the Bethany Church after school youth program. My son Josh and I were part of the trip to Israel led 

by Pastor Bob a year ago, right before Covid-19 closed everything down. We had a great time on the trip 

and enjoyed getting to know the folks from Bethany on the tour. I look forward to getting to know more 

of you in the coming months and especially the home churched members as the Ruling Elders and I take 

the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper to them.  

Fun Fact: I have known Pastor Bob and Debbie since college. Bob was my fraternity father at Phi Kappa 

Tau, and I look forward to serving with him at Bethany, EPC.  
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Lifevac Rescue Devices 

Bethany recently purchased two of the Lifevac rescue devices.  These are to be used in a 

choking situation where the Heimlich maneuver is not effective.  One of the units is kept 

in the nursery and the other is just outside the kitchen above the fire extinguisher.  A 

short YouTube video on how to use them is available online  It could save a life!   



Bethany Friends to Remember... 

Throughout the year, please remember our members and 

friends who are homebound or in nursing homes. Please let 

the church office know if we are missing anyone from the list. 
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Fran Bish 

680 N. Stone Base Road 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Esther Burns 

1440 Carrie Way Apt. 5 

Grove City, PA 16127 

 

Joyce Cuyar c/o Keith Cuyar 

113 Majestic Drive 

Mars, PA 16046 

 

Bertha English 

Quality Life Services 

8221 Lamor Road Room 17 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Kelly Holloway 

167 Pinehurst Drive 

Pittsburgh, PA 15229 

 

Wayne & Tami Iman 

8265 Lamor Road 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Nancy Jenkins 

Quality Life Services 

8221 Lamor Road 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Helen Lamberton 

Quality Life Services 

8221 Lamor Road 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Eleanor Masters 

Avalon Springs 

745 Greenville Road 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Dorothy Maxwell 

231 S. Otter Street 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Virginia Miller 

1341 Mercer New Wilmington Road 

New Wilmington, PA 16142 

 

Dorothy Nan 

792 Sarsi Trail 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Becky Pears 

148 Courtney Road 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Lee Ramsey 

133 Center Church Road 

Grove City, PA 16127 

 

Bruce Shannon 

38 Shannon Drive 

New Wilmington, PA 16142 

 

Susan Shawgo 

301 S. Broad Street Apt 601 

Grove City, PA 16127 

 

Elizabeth Shillito 

Whispering Oakes Room 325 

260 Buhl Farm Drive 

Hermitage, PA 16148 

 

Donna Smith 

238 W. Market Street 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Mary Thompson 

202 N. Otter Street 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Janice Vinroe 

Quality Life Services 

8221 Lamor Road 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Dorothy Wester 

3107 James Buchanan Blvd 

Elizabethtown, PA 17022 

 

Blessing Box The Blessing Box is still being used quite frequently.  The most        

popular item for the box is still cereal and other breakfast foods such as instant oatmeal 

and pop tarts, but we are running low on everything right now.  You can put the items in 

 yourself or bring them into the church and they will be put out as needed. 
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Regular Office Hours 

Mon. - Fri. 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

(724) 662-4340 

Fax: 724-662-1080 

Prayer Chain: bethanyprays@yahoo.com 

Web: www.bethany-presbyterian.org 

TO: Or Current Resident 

We are just months away from a huge summer of      

expectancy!  We are taking steps of faith to get students 

in to places to succeed in growing spiritually and I can’t 

wait for this event!  IMPACT CAMP is taking place from 

July 26-30th at Heartland Conference Retreat Center (just 

North of Columbus).  There is going to be glow foam 

parties, ziplining, mud runs, outdoor games, a giant 

pool, and more but most importantly it will be a week 

filled with hearing the Word of God from incredible 

speakers with tons of time devoted to small groups,  

devotion time, and breakout sessions.  The cost for the camp is $315 per student providing we register by 

June 15th (early bird) and if needed we’d love to talk about scholarships for the camp to ensure that each   

person who wants to go gets the opportunity!  This is a week that you 

DON’T want to miss!  It is for students who will be entering 7th grade 

in the fall through seniors who just graduated.  Joseph Le-Mon will be 

bringing the messages during the night sessions and his speaking is 

nothing short of dynamic and anointed with a MAJOR heart for God 

and the next generation of followers of Christ. 

 

Be on the lookout for announcements coming on our 

PAINT FIGHT NIGHT! (Back to school event to end the 

summer with a bang).   

https://www.impactcamponline.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXSO5is6ZnpxWhpaDttoS6Q

