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Sunday Morning is New and Noteworthy 

By Steve Amsler 

 

On the last Sunday in January Pat and I were fortunate and had two of our grand-

daughters from West Virginia staying at our house for a few days. Megyn is   

eleven and Kate is six. They always know when they stay over with us we will be 

coming to Bethany on Sunday morning. Pat and I have been enjoying Valerian's 

Sunday School class and up until lately that would have been a problem because 

there would not have been classes for the girls. But, as most of you know by now, 

we have completely new programs for kids on Sunday mornings. We told the 

girls about it and they were looking forward to coming. 

 

So, on Sunday morning we arrived in time for Sunday School. Pat went to        

Valerian's class, Megyn went to Jon's teen class, and Kate went to the children's 

class with Martin Bright. I was on Safety Team duty so I didn't go to class. 

 

About a half hour after we got here I was taking a walk through the church like 

we do on Safety Team duty. I walked past the Nursery and there were at least five 

toddlers and infants with two ladies watching closely after them. I walked back to 

Martin's class and there were half a dozen children listening intently to his lesson. 

I walked up the hall by Carson Chapel and Lisa Wishart was teaching a class of 

rather boisterous adults on biblical finances. Next I walked past Jon's office and 

he had a small group of teens engaged in a RightNow Media Bible study on the 

book of James. I also knew Valerian was teaching his adult class on Revelation in 

the basement. 

 

Worship followed as usual and we were blessed to have Christylee Roose from 

the Willow Women's Center as our guest speaker. Christylee had a great message 

of hope for women with unplanned pregnancies. It was a great worship service. 

 

On the way home we talked to the girls about the morning. Both were very    

positive about the morning. Kate loved her time in Martin's class and the        

Children's Church. Megyn wants to come back to Jon's class and the Game Night 

that the youth are planning. Unfortunately (because of the distance) that      

probably won't be possible, but I said to Pat, what a nice way to spend a Sunday 

morning. 
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Committee Meetings 

 Personnel 

      March 2 at 10:30 a.m. 

 Property 

      March  2 at 6:30 p.m. 

      Safety Team at 7:30 p.m. 

 Christian Education 

      March 2 at 7:00 p.m. 

 Deacons 

      March 3 at 6:00 p.m. 

 Outreach 

      March 9 at 7:00 p.m. 

 Worship & Memorials 

      March 9  at 7:00 p.m. 

 Finance 

      March 18 at 7:00 p.m. 

 Session 

      March 25 at 7:00 p.m. 
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Thank you from the  

Evangelical  

Presbyterian Church   

in Sierra Leone. 

 

Dear brethren at Bethany EPC, 

It gives me great joy to bring these 

updates to you on behalf of the 

Evangelical Presbyterian Church in 

Sierra Leone. Since 2013 the      

combined support of Rev. Dr. Dean 

Weaver, Rev. Betsy Rumer and Rev 

Scott Graham who had become 

members of the Board of       

EduNations, provided much needed 

wisdom, courage, and prayers for 

me to navigate through the many 

tumultuous challenges we have 

faced. This support which resulted 

in many physical trips to Sierra    

Leone by these leaders helped to 

reshape the mission and vision of 

the EPC SL which included its formal     

registration in Sierra Leone, the   

recruitment and transplanting of 

indigenous leaders to lead the 

churches, the mobilization of      

resources to support not only the 

new pastors and their families but 

the churches as a whole and the 

provision of teaching and training 

resources to help the new churches 

have the similitude of the         

Evangelical Presbyterian Church in 

America. 

     Over the years, and as the work 

stabilized and began to bear     

abiding fruits, Dean, Betsy and 

Scott made a strong recommenda-

tion to the World Outreach Com-

mittee of the EPC for Sierra Leone 

to be     accepted as part of the 

Engage 2025 project, a project that 

seeks to support missions in 100 

percent  unreached Muslim     

communities aligned with the  

findings of the 10/40 missiological 

window to disciple indigenous   

believers and help them become 

leaders of an effective church 

planting mission. In Sierra Leone, 

the EPC has been able to continue 

with the work in Mayatta and 

Mapainda in Gbendembu Ngow-

ahum chiefdom (Bombali district) 

both of which have thriving      

congregations and outreach     

programs and has also effectively 

engaged the  traditionally Muslim 

Temne tribesmen in  Masimra 

chiefdom (Port Loko    district) and 

Kholifa Rowala in Tonkolili district. 

In the last six years the EPC has 

also engaged the Kuranko Muslim 

tribesmen of Gbenekoro, Mormori-

maria and Sonkabalia in Sengbeh 

chiefdom (Koinadugu district) and 

remains the only known mission 

that has engaged the most        

unreached Susu Muslim group in 

Tambaka chiefdom (Karena        

district). The work is geographically 

far and wide across the country 

and often very challenging but the 

reported gains in terms of the   

effective relationships being estab-

lished with Muslim families, the 

regular baptisms of Muslim      

converts, the ongoing discipleship 

programs for new believers        

including the families of the 

EduNations’ teachers serving in the 

schools, the fact that there is an 

ongoing witness to the death,   

burial, resurrection and imminent 

return of Jesus Christ in communi-

ties hitherto unreached with this 

gospel and the fact that these 

churches now have ordained 

teaching and ruling elders and 

have put in place thriving church 

sessions are the continued acts of 

God related to the historicity of this 

mission in Sierra Leone. As always, 

it is all of God and none of us. 

      Please praise God with us for 

this ongoing work and for the         

continued leadership, financial and 

moral support from the Presbytery 

of the Alleghenies. 

     Please pray for the new         

believers to grow in their faith, for 

the commissioned elders to serve 

and lead the churches and for the 

churches to continue to penetrate 

to the unreached Muslim people 

around us.  

     Two years ago, Rev Hassan 

Koroma and I had the privilege of 

meeting some of the wonderful 

saints at Bethany and do give them 

my sincere love and greetings: Ste-

ve and his wife, Chuck and his wife 

and granddaughter, Sue Allen and 

her granddaughter and Ray Baker. 

We love and miss each of them.  

Kind regards, 

Samuel Sesay 

 

 During the month of March the 

Bethany mission focus will be on 

EduNations and the outreach to 

Sierra Leone.  Kathleen Daley is the 

Outreach Committee's liaison with 

EduNations. 
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Jon’s Thoughts on the New Members Class 

THANK 

YOU! 

Thank you for 

thinking of us 

and praying so 

hard. Thank you 

for helping me 

through this 

rocky road I 

walk with my 

two daughters, 

Kelly and Tina 

and Tina’s hus-

band Jim. Thank 

you and God 

bless all of you. 

Please continue 

to pray for  Kelly 

& Tina. Thank 

You, 

Susan Shawgo 

What is the EPC?  Who/What is our ministry network? What do we really believe 

on a fundamental level as a church?  What would I be part of as a member of 

this church?  Have you ever asked these questions, or ones like them?  I have 

and I am so thankful for the new members class because all of those questions I 

had were answered.  The information obtained from this class has given me a 

detailed understanding of who Bethany is as a church and that we are part of a 

bigger picture in the EPC.  You get information straight from one of the       

foundational members of the EPC who also helped write the resources used for 

EPC churches nationwide (Pastor Bob Stauffer).  You also get to hear from some 

committee chairs on the inner workings of Bethany. This class will benefit every 

single person who chooses to partake in it and I, without hesitation, recommend 

it for everyone.  The resources you learn about and have access to are game 

changers for ministry and will only continue to push the church forward.  I pray 

everyone takes the opportunity to join this class. 

 God Bless, Jon D’Angelo 

New Members Class 

We are very excited to present to you the members of the current New Members 

Class. The class has been meeting in the Lindsey Room after church for the last six 

weeks. Sunday they met 

after church with the  

elders to give their testi-

monies. Left to right are: 

Earl and Lynn Runcan. 

Earl and Lynn are from 

Youngstown and have 

been attending Bethany 

for about six months. 

Jon and Ashley D'Ange-

lo. Jon is Bethany's 

Youth Ministry Director 

and Ashley is Bethany's Children's Director. Brianna Dunlap is a freshman at West-

minster College. Josiah and Emily Forton. Josiah is Bethany's Worship Leader. 

Bethany’s 2021                   

Financial Statement      

through January 

 Income            $46,655 

 Expenses          $28,623 

 Net Income      $18,032 



Safety Reminder 

As a reminder we are asking 

everyone entering the church to 

wear a mask until they reach 

their seat in the sanctuary.   
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Totally Terrific Tuesdays is Back! 

 

After missing several sessions due to the pandemic, TTT is back!  It will look a little different 

than in the past, but we are beyond excited to have this incredible ministry back in action.   

 

We will be starting in March and hosting it for four Tuesdays of the month (9, 16, 23, and 

30).   The time is changing to 5:30 - 7:30. Pizza from Pizza Joe's will be provided and Covid  

safety precautions will be followed.  Attendance will be limited so if you or someone you know 

wants children involved make sure and get them signed up at VBSmate.com/

Bethanymercerpa.  If you are interested in volunteering for this ministry please feel free to   

contact Ashley D'Angelo at adangelo@bethany-presbyterian.org or 330-853-9093.    

Session Updates 

From January 
Session and the Property Committee have completed 

their renegotiation of the Verizon contract for the 

use of our steeple as a Verizon antenna.  Although 

we accepted a reduced monthly rent we have a  

guaranteed contract for another five years.   

Bethany Recommended Reading 

When Helping Hurts 

How to Alleviate Poverty without Hurting the Poor... or Yourself 

As Bethany becomes more active in our community we will have increasing 

opportunities to help the materially poor around us.  The question is, what is 

the best way to do that for the long term good of those we are helping.  This 

book draws on the extensive experience of the authors helping others both 

abroad and in this country.  Providing meaningful help to those in need is not 

as easy as you might think.  This book tackles the hard questions through a 

Biblical perspective.  The book can be found in the church library.   



Report from the Implementation Team 

 
The Bethany Implementation Team has continued its work over the past month with additional 

discussion about locations in the Mercer area, such as the Pine Grove Mobile Home Park,        

Colonial Inn and Brandy Springs Apartments, where relationships could be built in order to share 

the gospel. 

 

Additional information is being gathered about these locations, and plans have been discussed 

for possible outside spring events once the weather has improved.  However, as we move out 

into our local community our congregation needs to be ready to meet new people, develop 

friendships, get involved in small groups, attend Sunday School, participate in our worship     

service, and assume leadership roles. 

 

The Implementation Team is working on a timeline for outreach, so are you ready to serve?  

Bethany members are encouraged to read two books, available in the Church’s library, in     

preparation for outreach: 

Simple Church – “A simple church is designed around a straightforward and strategic process 

that moves people through the stages of spiritual growth.” 

Turning Everyday Conversations into Gospel Conversations – “Outlines a reproducible method of 

sharing the gospel through a simple strategy to train new and seasoned believers to join God in 

His reconciliation work.” 

 

Please continue to keep our community, our Church and the Implementation Team members in 

your prayers.  Members include Sue Allen, Martin Bright, Frank Carolas, Debi Creasy, Jon      

D'Angelo, Mark Hayes, John Inman, Gary McElfresh, Earl Runcan and Pastor Bob Stauffer. 

 

The Implementation Team will meet again on Monday, March 1 at 6:30 pm in Carson Chapel. 
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2021 Per Capita 

This is a friendly reminder that 2021 Per Capita can be paid by members anytime after January 1st of the    

current year.  Bethany Church is assessed an annual fee of $35.50 per member to assist the Presbytery in their       

responsibilities.  When paying the Per Capita be sure to mark your envelope or check accordingly. (Part of the 

fee is for Presbytery and part is for the General Assembly.) 

Thank you for you continued faithfulness in supporting our church financially.  It is a wonderful testimony. 



Israel Trip 
 

Have you ever dreamed of traveling 

to Israel?  Now might be the right 

time to make that dream come true. 

The Presbytery of the Alleghenies 

will be sponsoring two trips to Israel 

in 2022. The first is March 17 

through 27, and the second is March 27 through April 6.  Groups will travel together from    

Pittsburgh airport and remain as a group throughout the trip.  Even if you are new to               

international travel, be assured you will be well taken care of on this trip.  You will travel to, and 

walk on the ground of many of the wonderful places described in the Bible.  This photo is of the 

Western Wall of Temple Mount from the 2020 trip. The trips fill quickly.  Please contact Pastor 

Bob for more information. 
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We are very excited to introduce Catie Stanley 

(center) as our new Nursery Supervisor, and Alex 

Berrios (left) and Makayla Guntrum (right) as     

children's ministry helpers for Sunday             

mornings.  Catie and Alex are juniors at Grove City 

College and Makayla is a junior at Westminster College.  The nursery and pre-school open at 9:00 

a.m. on Sunday mornings.  What a great place for kids!   

Bethany's Sunday Morning 

Children's Ministry Has 

Three New Helpers 

Blessing Box 

Although the Blessing Box may look frozen, it is still being used quite frequently.  The 

most popular item for the box is cereal and other breakfast foods such as                   

instant oatmeal and poptarts.  You can put the items in yourself or bring them into the 

church and they will be put out as needed. 



Bethany Friends to Remember... 

Throughout the year, please remember our members and 

friends who are homebound or in nursing homes. Please let 

the church office know if we are missing anyone from the list. 
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Fran Bish 

680 N. Stone Base Road 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Esther Burns 

1440 Carrie Way Apt. 5 

Grove City, PA 16127 

 

Joyce Cuyar 

660 Latonka Drive 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Bertha English 

Quality Life Services 

8221 Lamor Road Room 17 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Wayne & Tami Iman 

8265 Lamor Road 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Helen Lamberton 

Quality Life Services 

8221 Lamor Road 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

 

 

 

 

Eleanor Masters 

Avalon Springs 

745 Greenville Road 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Dorothy Maxwell 

231 S. Otter Street 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Virginia Miller 

1341 Mercer New Wilmington Road 

New Wilmington, PA 16142 

 

Dorothy Nan 

792 Sarsi Trail 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Becky Pears 

148 Courtney Road 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Lee Ramsey 

133 Center Church Road 

Grove City, PA 16127 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bruce Shannon 

38 Shannon Drive 

New Wilmington, PA 16142 

 

Susan Shawgo 

301 S. Broad Street Apt 601 

Grove City, PA 16127 

 

Elizabeth Shillito 

Whispering Oakes Room 325 

260 Buhl Farm Drive 

Hermitage, PA 16148 

 

Donna Smith 

238 W. Market Street 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Mary Thompson 

202 N. Otter Street 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Janice Vinroe 

Quality Life Services 

8221 Lamor Road 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Dorothy Wester 

3107 James Buchanan Blvd 

Elizabethtown, PA 17022 
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Bethany Presbyterian Church 

100 West Venango Street 

Mercer PA  16137 

 

Regular Office Hours 

Mon. - Fri. 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

(724) 662-4340 

Fax: 724-662-1080 

Prayer Chain: bethanyprays@yahoo.com 

Web: www.bethany-presbyterian.org 

TO: Or Current Resident 

Easter Flowers 

Tulips, lilies & hyacinths available for $12.00 each.  

Fill out the order form below, and return it to the Drop Box or Offering Plate  with your 

payment by Thursday, March 18th 

_____Lily     _____Hyacinth      _____Tulip 

 

_____In Honor of:             

 

_____In Memory of:            

 

_____In Celebration of the Risen Jesus 

 

Your Name:             


