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From the Desk of Pastor Peter
One of my first experiences with Belgium culture was awkward and embarrassing. The way Belgians greet each other is, it is important to know the sequence, to touch
with the right cheek to right cheek and give a kiss but not on the cheeks. It has to be an
air kiss. They do this greeting with every age group. One thing they don’t do is hug each
other. You only hug family.
The first dozen times that I tried to greet with cheek to cheek and with an air
kiss were comical. They would try to come up to me to greet me with their way of greeting but I would forget and extend the hand and then realized the mistake I finished with
the correct greeting cheek to cheek.
The embarrassing situation is when we got to the Young Life camp in France.
After a 12 hour bus trip I went to greet Sergio, who I have not seen yet, and instead of
giving him an air kiss I gave him a big kiss on his cheek. I pulled away embarrassed and
couldn’t believe what I just did but Sergio was okay with it.
Last year Sergio and Rosalie visited us here at Mercer as they were on a tour to
visit all those who support them as directors of the Young Life ministry in Belgium. Cynthia and I have been supporting them for the last 30 years. As they were staying with us
they invited me to speak at the winter camp in February. I said that was nice, thanked
them and told them I would pray about it but I was not really expecting to go all the way
to Belgium and France for Young Life camp. But God had different plans and before you
know it I’m on my way to the winter camp.
It was an amazing blessing to see God working in the hearts of those 51 youth.
No matter what country or culture we live in youth struggle with the same brokenness as
all youth in this world do. They are struggling with broken families, broken cultures and
sinful lives. God used my awkward attempts to communicate the Good News of Jesus
Christ. God blessed my attempts and many of the youth rededicated their lives to Christ
and are committing to be Disciples of Christ. There were a couple of youth who became
a disciple of Christ for the first time in which I greeted them for the very first time as
brothers and sisters in Christ. Much biblical seeds were planted in their hearts.
My point of this article is that God is always giving us opportunities to share the
Good News of Jesus Christ. God is trying to enlarge his family and is trying to enlarge
your story. God has and will continue to provide places, locations and opportunities that
we didn’t plan. God wants us to be ready to respond to his call for us to share the Good
News of Jesus. I believe as with Philip in the book of Acts is say “yes” to God’s leading
of the Holy Spirit and go where he wants us to go. You’re going to have amazing opportunities and lifelong memories.
There are so many people who are broken who would love to hear the story of
God’s deep love for them. Let God help you to be that person.
Acts 8:26-29,26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Go south to the road —
the desert road — that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." 27 So he started out,
and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the
treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. This man had gone to Jerusalem to
worship, 28 and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the book of Isaiah
the prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, "Go to that chariot and stay near it." NIV
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Holy Week March 25th to April 1st

Palm Sunday
The Children’s Hand Chime
Choir will be playing at the
10:15 a.m. service on March
25th. We look forward to hearing them sing and wave palm
branches on this great day of
celebration.

Maundy Thursday
There will be a Maundy
Thursday Service of
Communion here at Bethany on March 29,
at 7:00 p.m.

Easter Brunch
Bethany's Easter Brunch
will be at 9:00 a.m. during
the Sunday School
Hour. Come and celebrate
the resurrection of our
Lord! Please bring a breakfast casserole or baked
items to share. Juice and
coffee will be provided.

We all look forward to a joyous
Easter Sunday Worship at 10:15 a.m.
Our Holiday Choir will be singing. Pastor Peter will be preaching.
All are invited.

Bethany Road

Page 3

Dessert Auction

Sunday, March 25th
Whose cake, pie, or other dessert will receive the highest bid?
Sunday, March 25th is Palm Sunday and our last Lenten Lunch.
We will also be having a “Dessert Auction” to raise funds for the
2018 Senior Class Mission Trip to Corozal, Belize.

What is YOUR HOMEMADE specialty? Cake, pie, cookies,
candy, bread, or other dessert? Please consider submitting
your favorite homemade item for the auction!
We want to bid on your yummy donation!
If you plan to participate, please sign up at the Welcome Center or on your Attendance Card. Same day submissions will also be accepted!
Auction starts at Noon
Senior Class Members travelling to Belize include: Josh Wamboldt, Gabe Dembroski, Kelly Somora, Hannah
Schmid, Jessie Cameron, Kim Le, and Carlene Murray.

th

West Virginia Mission Trip

Who: Any finished 8 grader to 108 year old!
What: To host a Vacation Bible School to the children & teens of WV, perform service projects to the
community, and share God’s love!
Where: In the beautiful mountains of West Virginia in the tiny, rural community of Circleville.
When: June 16-23, 2018
Why: To witness to the WV community in a variety of ways, to grow in your own personal relationship
with God, and to grow closer with your Bethany Church family! This is a wonderful mission trip geared
for teens, adults, individuals, AND families! There are many ways that you can use your gifts and talents
on this trip. Some drive, some teach, some cook, some sing, some give piggy-back rides, and we all witness to the community…there are so many ways our gifts are used on this trip!
Our “typical” daily schedule:
Yummy breakfast and devotions
Pick up the WV kids in vans for Vacation Bible School
Lead VBS and eat lunch with the WV kids
Take children home on vans
Afternoon team activities could include playing in the creek, sight-seeing, or a work project
Hot (delicious!) Dinner
Campfire, Music, & an evening talk from the Bible
Sleeping Arrangements: We stay at the local campground in a tent or camper that you brought
from home. Bethany Church also has sturdy, Cabela’s tents available for our team to use, too. We have
had adults stay at the manse in the past and hope to have that or a similar option available to us again this
year.
Registration forms can be found in the Welcome Center. Cost is $125 per student. Scholarships are available. Registration, money & T-shirt size needs to be submitted by Sunday, April 29th.
Contact Dan Cameron 724-854-3052 or Nate Childers 724-974-9250 with any questions.

We would love to have you join the West Virginia Mission Trip!
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Spring Brunch. . .Butterflies, Blue Skies and Beautiful Bouquets. . .
Bethany Presbyterian Women’s Semi-Annual Brunch with a theme of “Butterflies, Blue
Skies and Beautiful Bouquets” will be held in the Social Hall of the Church on Saturday,
April 28 at 10:00 a.m.
Our almost two hours together will feature some fun activities, our basket give a ways, an
opportunity to chat and share a time of fellowship and lunch!
Because we are providing you with a special lunch, we do need to know how many are
coming so we will have plenty of food for everyone. Please call the Church Office by Wednesday, April 25
(724 662-4340) and let us know how many will be attending. Why not invite a member of your family, a
neighbor, or a coworker?
How much is the cost of admission to this fun event? You may not believe this, but it is absolutely free; but if
you are willing, please bring a dollar and we will explain that morning what it is to be used for. There will be
no collections until fall. (see announcement below)
If you would be willing to donate a basket (you select your theme) please call Lois at the church office at 724
662-4340 or Nancy Ollinger-Thiess at 724 662-3986. Any basket—large or small; any theme will be welcomed.
This Brunch is open to all members and friends of Bethany and the community at large. This is the Bethany
Presbyterian Women’s personal invitation for you. We will miss you if you are not there.

My Ladies. . . .Resume in April
It is really time to get back together again and we will in April. By then I will be hopping right along and the
weather will be beautiful. Our next series of lessons will be entitled, “Final Words from the Cross,” with our
first lesson being—“Father Forgive Them.” Forgiveness is hard especially today and we will discuss not only
that quote from Jesus while on the cross, but how we as Christians can forgive others—not always an easy
task. All widows are invited to attend. Please watch the April Bethany Road, bulletin announcements, and
your reminders as to the exact date.

Join Us for Fun and Fellowship. . .On April 16
We will come together for a busy evening of our April Fun and Fellowship meeting which
will be held on Monday, April 16 at 7:00 p.m. in the Lindsey Room. We will be making
final plans for our Brunch, filling our favors with candy (the leftover candy is for those who
come and help!), and enjoy light refreshments. All ladies are invited to attend.

Collections. . .None Until Fall. . .
Because you have been so generous over the last years, we are going to give you a break from collections until
late summer or early fall. At that time, we will have a new list of suggestions. If you want an early start for
one of them, you can pick up women’s and children’s winter items—hats, gloves and scarves since they are on
sale now. Put them in a “safe keeping,” place and you will have them ready for fall/winter. We will announce
additional items late in the summer.

Bethany Road

Page 5

From the Desk of Mr. Nate
This week I started reading book by Paul David Trip called “Parenting: 14 Gospel Principles That Can Radically
Change Your Family.” Let me share with you an excerpt from this book that I will boldy say is not just about
about parenting and grand parenting, but also about the ministry of the church (ie spiritual parenting).
Tripp in the introduction of his book, ask parents do they live as an “owner” or an
“ambassador” of their children. He writes:
The only thing an ambassador does, if he’s interested in keeping his job, is to faithfully represent the message, methods, and character of the leader who sent him. He is
not free to think, speak, or act independently. Everything he does, every decision he
makes, and every interaction he has must be shaped by this one question: “What is
the will and plan who sent me?”
How true that we are all ambassadors and God himself is the owner of our kids, our church,
and our self. This month at the Mercer Easter Egg Hunt a short excerpt of Tripp’s book
will be shared to over a thousand parents. Parents, look for it in your giveaway bag and call
attention to it with other parents around. If anyone is interested in reading more, there are a couple of copies of
the book in our Book Stall.
Small groups are on a roll for 5th-12th grade in March! Students and parents, plan ahead and
check out times and locations below for every Sunday evening.
5th & 6th Grade Guys & Girls meet weekly at the Chapel from 6:00-7:30 pm with Dave & Cindy
Robinson and DJ Carl. They are grappling each week this month with CHOICES that leads
to the questions: Who should I listen to? How do I know God’s voice? What if it doesn’t feel
wrong? What if I mess up?
7th & 8th Grade Guys & Girls meet from 6:00-7:30 pm at the Bethany Welcome
Center from 6:00-7:30 pm with Nate & Teri Childers and Scott & Wendy Hinkson. Our study is on Apologetics answering questions like Does Science Disprove
God? Is Jesus the Only Way? Why are Christians so Hypocritical?
9th-12th Grade Guys from 6:00-8:00 pm on Sundays starting at Bethany Manse then head over to Aaron Hart’s
house with Aaron & Enoch Blackburn. They are doing a Right Now Media Series with Francis Chan on the
book of Acts and the Church.
9th-12th Grade Girls from 6:00-8:00 pm at Bethany Manse with Cynthia Dembroski, Amanda Carl, and Allie
Smith. They are working through the study Keys to Freedom from Mercy Multiplied.

Wesley Woods Work Week- April 29-May5
Pirates Game- May 20
VBS- June 4-8
WV Trip- June 16-23
Summer Camp- July 15-20

Friday-Saturday, March 9-10
At Life Ministries’ “Castle”
6 pm Friday to 5 pm Saturday
Friday Night Movie over the Stone Fireplace
Pancake Breakfast & Hearty Lunch
Sporting Clays (weather permitting)
Service Project to benefit The Castle
Music led by Ron Beil
Special speaker Justin Amsler.
Cost is $30. Please make payment to BEPC & place in dropbox. Bring a snack to share for
Friday night, work clothes and boots, shotgun shells, bedding (sleeping bag or sheets), Bible,
etc.
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We’re here
to Exalt,
to Encourage,
to Equip, to

TO:

Current Resident

Easter Flowers
Tulips, lilies & hyacinths available for
$12.00 each.
Fill out the order form below, and return it to the
Church office with your payment
by Wednesday, March 14th.
Your Name:______________________________________
_____Lily _____Hyacinth _____Tulip
_____In Honor of:__________________________________
_____In Memory of:________________________________
_____In Celebration of the Risen Jesus

