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• SESSION 

     June 25 at 7:00 p.m. 
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Update on the Church Health Process 

 As most of you know, I have been calling some randomly  

selected folks from Bethany Church to ask them about the 

strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats of the church as 

part of our self-assessment process. First, thank you for those 78 of 

you who took the time and energy to respond to my calls.  I will be 

sharing the results of those calls with the elders next week. After 

that I will share some of the highlights of that process with the    

congregation 

 As we talked about in the “Ask the Pastor” segment a couple 

of weeks ago, this process continues with the selection of a vision 

team that will take those results and form a strategic plan to present 

to the session. This plan will then be used to move Bethany forward 

with the plan that the Lord has given us. 

 I am pleased to announce those who will serve on the vision 

team.  These folks were selected by the session based on my          

interview, feedback from a number of people, and their sense of 

calling to be on this team.  The team is as follows:  

 Joni Knechtel, Crystal Ruhlman, Mark Hayes, John Inman, 

 Steve Amsler, Nancy Thompson, Mike Piddington, 

 Sue Allen, and Laurie Ruhlman 

 This team will begin its work immediately and we will keep 

you informed as to the work that they are doing,  Please pray         

diligently for them as they seek to discern God’s will for the future of 

Bethany Church and for their protection as they serve in this           

capacity. 

 As always, if you have any questions don’t hesitate to give 

me a call and thank you for your prayers. 

 

Rev. Bob Stauffer 
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Bethany Session News  

Dear Members and Friends of Bethany,  

This letter is to update the Bethany congregation on the current situation with our staff.  There have been quite a few changes 
since the beginning of the year for a variety of reasons. 
 

Financial Secretary 

In April Tonya Heckathorn informed us that she would be resigning effective May 15.  She told us she really enjoyed working at 
Bethany but with the virus her personal situation has changed and she believed it was best to resign from this position.  We have 
been actively seeking the best solution to fit our needs in this area and the search is ongoing.   Valerian Moeller has agreed to fill 
the position on a volunteer basis temporarily until a permanent solution can be found.  Valerian is very qualified and we are very 
thankful he has stepped forward to help. 
 

Treasurer 

Beverly Gallagher will be continuing as our Treasurer, but on a voluntary basis.  She enjoys serving in this way and we are very  
fortunate to have her in this position. 
 

Assistant Treasurer 

Ginny Grabigel will continue as the assistant treasurer.  She does a great job filling in when Beverly is away. 
 

Receptionist / Office Assistant 

There are no changes for Lois Metelsky’s position.  Lois has been extremely helpful during these unsettling times. 
 

Custodian 

Dayle Wilkins’ position has been reduced to 12 hours per week.  Unfortunately we have realized that a full time custodian cannot 
be justified with the reduced activity at the church. 
 

Music Coordinator/Organist 

Gerri Fidanza is currently laid-off but is assisting with music coordination on a voluntary basis.  We appreciate her help. 
 

Sound Technician 

Dave Ruhlman is laid-off but has also been helping with some things on a voluntary basis and we appreciate all his help. 
 

Nursery Supervisors 

Crystal and Laurie Ruhlman share these duties and are laid-off.  We appreciate how they care for our children. 
 

Summer Intern 

Unfortunately we don’t believe we will have enough work and activities to keep an intern busy so we will not be hiring one this 
summer. 
 

We did apply for the Payroll Protection Program from the Federal government but after reading updated rules we did not believe 
we qualified for the loan forgiveness and we discontinued our request for it.  We do not know when we will be getting people back 
into the church for normal activities and much of our future staffing needs will be determined by that. Our staffing will also be  
determined by the direction that the church chooses to follow in the future.  In other words; what staff will we need to support 
Bethany’s vision?  You will be hearing much more about our vision during the coming months. 

  

In Christ’s Service, 

Bethany Session 



To Our Bethany Family, 

 

Tami and I have news to share and we apologize for the delay in following up with everyone. 

 

My last trip to Presbyterian Hospital did not end with encouraging news.  We were told the new heart 

is continuing to fail and my kidneys are worsening.  The options presented were a double transplant 

of heart and kidneys, involving a tremendously harder road than the initial transplant was—if I could 

even be approved for it.  The second option is - Quality of Life - not words we were expecting to hear. 

 

After many tears, praying for God’s strength and guidance and talking through everything we feel 

God’s peace in choosing Quality of Life.  The doctors have said one to two years; but only God knows.  

My future is in His Hands. He continues to give us the strength needed to withstand life’s challenges.  

We walk not alone, but with Him carrying us, in His way, in His will, in His timing, not ours. 

 

We will never forget the outpouring of your loving kindness and everything that has been done for us 

these last four years.  Our gratitude and appreciation is immeasurable.  We want to treasure the gift 

of time God has given us by making new memories, fulfilling some of our dreams, seeking joy in each 

day and living life as normal as possible. 

 

We are so thankful for the many blessings God has given through the years. We ask for your           

continued prayers as we walk this last journey. 

 

With Loving Thanks, 

Wayne and Tami 
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Mother’s Day Outreach Event 
 
On Thursday, May 7th Bethany Church held a Mother’s Day Outreach  
Event. We organized food bags, crafts, and snacks for the children of 
the community of Mercer. We also created 100 “blessing bags” for the 
mothers and women of the community filled with a hand-written note, 
a devotional, a bookmark, a handmade cloth mask, and scriptural 
coloring pages. The women and mothers also received a violet  carnation 
flower. From 11-1 p.m. on May 7th, cars were directed to drive through 
the covered entrance at the back of the church to receive their 
“blessing bags.” We had approximately 70 cars, and we handed out all 
100 of our mother/women bags and 165 bags for children! 
 
    Once they received their bags, a member of our church prayed with each 
    carload. This was quite a successful way to reach the community to show 
    God’s love to the women and children of Mercer. (More pictures on pg. 3) 
 
    In continuing on with this successful event, we will be having a Father’s 
    Day Outreach Event on Thursday, June 18th from 11-1 p.m. where  
    “blessing bags” will be provided for all of the fathers and men of the 
    community and food and craft bags will be handed out to the children. 
    All Bethany men, men from the community, and families with 
    children are invited and encouraged to drive through on June 18th. We 
    hope to see you then! Laurie Ruhlman 724-699-4030. 
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EduNations is the organization that connects us to our mission work in Sierra Leone, Africa.  There are exciting things 

happening there with the children.  Check this website for the exciting news:  EduNations.org/ConnectfortheKids.   

 

Worship Services – Starting June 14 we will be changing our worship services from a pre-recorded  service, to a live 

service in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings at our regular time of 10:15 a.m.  The service will be live-streamed on 

Facebook and a recording will be available there for viewing .  More information will be forthcoming about when the 

congregation  can  return to worship.  

 

Vitality Seminar – In April we had planned to hold a Church Vitality Seminar to kick off Bethany’s transition. We had 

to cancel that due to the pandemic.  But, we have rescheduled the seminar for May 30.  We would like everyone who 

feels comfortable doing so to join us.  There is a large space in the social room that we can maintain social distancing, 

even for a good number of people.  If you are interested in attending please call Lois so we can get a count to order 

materials and lunch.  The seminar will run from 9:00 to 3:00 p.m.  Even if you would like to participate but are           

concerned about being close to others, give us a call.  We may be able to stream the event to one of the other rooms 

of the church where even greater spacing is available. 

 

Reading List – Please add these books to your reading list:  Simple Church, Thom S. Rainer and Eric Geiger and With, 

Skye Jethani.  These are books the Elders and members of the Vision Team will be reading in preparation for the work 

of charting Bethany’s next chapter.  Reading these books, praying for the process, and communicating with the Elders 

and members of the Vision Team are a great ways for everyone to participate. 

 

Summer Camp – Unfortunately, the summer camp leadership has made the decision to cancel the Bethany led camp 

at Wesley Woods this year July 12-19.  After communicating with the camp management, they determined that camp 

as we usually do it could not be done and the changes would significantly alter the value of the experience.   

There are several camps accepting campers for their programs and if any of our youth wish to attend, funding will be 

available to help them from the Bethany Memorials Fund.  Wesley Woods and Seneca Hills are both accepting     

campers for their programs. Please contact the church office or Gary Wiggins. 

We will keep you informed about Summer Camp 2021 and other youth opportunities Bethany will be planning     in-

cluding the Castle experience in December 2020. 

 

Church Renovations- Here are some pictures of the start to our new hallway ceiling and downstairs bathroom. 
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https://edunations.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8b3634c952b8ead17a3e719d7&id=fecc346828&e=198164b475
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Bethany Church Graduates 2020 

We offer our congratulations to the following graduates in the Bethany family: 

Mercer High School 

Emalee Hostetler~     

Will attend The           

University of Pittsburgh 

and major in Russian 

Studies and participate in 

Air Force ROTC 

Isaiah Phillips~  

Will attend Oberlin     

College and major in  

Cinema Studies with a 

Music Minor 

 

Undergraduate Degree 

Nate Cameron~ Northern Vermont          

University with a Bachelor’s Degree in     

Outdoor Education, Leadership and Tourism 

with a Minor in Business Marketing 

 

Matthew Horner – Grove City College with a 

Bachelor’s Degree in Finance and a Minor in 

Management (Matthew is the nephew of John 

& Janice Inman) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           Kyle Wamboldt~ 

           Penn State 

           University with a 

           Bachelor of 

           Science Degree in 

           Electrical 

           Engineering 



JUST TO KEEP YOU POSTED. . . . 

 

As you can see the following Bethany Women activities are cancelled for the month of June.  

Stay tuned each month for updates and new dates: 

 

My Ladies Bible Study 

Spring Brunch...maybe we need to look at Fall Brunch! 

 

FROM THE HEARTS OF BETHANY WOMEN 

 

"Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, as in fact you are 

doing.”  I Thessalonians 5:11 

 

The Bible tells us to “build each other up” (1 Thessalonians 5:11).  We are to 

reassure, or support each other with our words. We want to encourage our friends and our 

brothers and sisters. The word “encourage” means to build up, to inspire, or cheer up some-

one. 

 

Encouraging one another should be natural for us as Christians; it is one of our basic       

emotional needs.  All of us need encouragement at some time in our life—especially now.   

Because of the responsibilities, stress and bad news we must face in this world daily, we 

need the strength of Christian encouragement. God gave us the ability to encourage others 

with words; words that are life giving. There is power in our words. With them we can raise 

someone up or tear them down.    

 

According to this passage from I Thessalonians, Christians should let the prospect of    

spending eternity with Jesus motivate them to encourage and edify one another. Instead of 

being dismayed as world events unfold, we should remind one another that a better day lies 

ahead. We look forward to the day when Jesus arrives to rapture His church. In the meantime 

we should help one another become more like Jesus and better equipped to serve Him. 

 

Paul acknowledges that the Thessalonian believers were doing a good job of encouraging one 

another, and he wants them to continue when he says, "just as you are doing." He simply 

wanted his readers to keep on encouraging one another.  Just as many at Bethany are        

currently doing.  Keep on...keep on encouraging others. 

 

As many times as I have read Ecclesiastes, never did these two verses have such a profound 

meaning:  “Two people are better off than one, for they can help each other succeed. 
 

If one 

person falls, the other can reach out and help. But someone who falls alone is in real        

trouble.”  Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 

 

“Spread love everywhere you go.  Let no one ever come to you without leaving better or    

happier.  Be the living expression of God’s kindness; kindness in your face, kindness in your 

eyes, kindness in your smile.”  -Mother Theresa 

 

Sharing this message, from the hearts of all of the 

Bethany Presbyterian Women, 

 

Nancy Ollinger-Thiess, Moderator 
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Father’s Day Outreach Event 

 

We will be having a Father’s Day Outreach 

Event on Thursday, June 18th from 11-1 p.m. where “blessing 

bags” will be provided for all of the fathers and men of the 

community of Mercer and food and craft bags will be handed 

out to the children. All Bethany men, men from the community, 

and families with children are invited and encouraged to drive through on 

June 18th. We hope to see you then! 

 

Bethany Road - Printed Version - Now that we are emailing a link to the 

newsletter some of you may wish to discontinue receiving the printed  

version in the mail.  If so, please call the church office and we will take 

you off the mailing list. 
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