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 A Message from Rev. Bob Stauffer 
 Well it has been quite a year hasn’t it? There have been a lot of cultural 

shifts, a pandemic, a rather unusual presidential election, and so much more. 

 And at Bethany we had a lot struggles at the beginning of the year and 

then some crazy guy form Sharpsville began to visit and before you know it he 

had invaded your universe and made a mess of everything. 

 It’s kind of like the Christmas story.  Mary and Joseph lived in a messed 

up world with Rome’s domination of the Jewish people and they were really 

struggling. But in the middle of the mess a very unexpected event took place. 

God showed up in a very difficult period in Jewish life and everything changed.  In 

the middle of a very difficult time God did some of His best work. 

 And while this year has presented a lot of challenges for all churches,   

including Bethany, God has still been clearly at work. 

 The Vision Team was appointed and did an amazing job in discerning 

where God has called us to minister in our community.  They helped us form a 

new purpose statement and started the church thinking about outreach in a 

whole new way.  The session has been studying and praying and has begun to 

think about how to organize the church in a way that can allow more ministry to 

happen.  The outreach team has identified five areas of ministry focus for our 

missional giving and are preparing us to know and support these ministries well.  

We had three amazing outreach events including the TTT event in the park at 

Brandy Springs, the egg giveaway at Pine Grove, and the Thanksgiving dinner 

which distributed 131 dinners to those in the community. We also hired four new 

excellent young staff in Jon & Ashley D’Angelo and Josiah & Emily Forton.  They 

are doing a great job in a difficult work environment. We have had a number of 

amazing preachers (especially Dave Valentine) and others who have given of their 

gifts.  And we have now formed the Implementation Team to help us take the 

next steps in reaching out to the places that God has called us to go. 

 And finally, God has blessed us through your giving, to a great year     

financially that will set us up well for ministry for years to come. 

 In the middle of the mess God has truly shown up to bless Bethany and 

we should all be very grateful.  We have been “Blessed to be a Blessing’ and we 

have much to rejoice about in this Christmas season.  So have a blessed and  

Merry Christmas! 
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Committee Meetings 

• Personnel 

      January 5 at 10:30 a.m. 

• Property 

      January 5 at 6:30 p.m. 

      Safety Team at 7:30 p.m. 

• Christian Education 

      January  5 at 7:00 p.m. 

• Deacons 

      January 6 at 6:00 p.m. 

• Outreach/Member 

Involvement 

      January 12 at 7:00 p.m. 

• Worship & Memorials 

      January 12  at 7:00 p.m. 

• Finance 

      January 21 at 7:00 p.m. 

• Session 

      January  28 at 7:00 p.m. 
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Willow Women’s Center 

THANK YOU! 

Dear Bethany     

Members,  

Thank you for all 

your cards,    

prayers and calls 

to help me 

through this        

holiday season. 

Sincerely, 

Fran Bish 

 

 

 

On Sunday January 31st Christylee Roose from Willow Women’s Center, Transfer, 

PA, will be here to share what they do at Willow and the importance of their 

ministry. They offer quality medical services and resources at no-cost to women 

who are or might be unexpectedly pregnant. 

Willow Women’s Center is one of the ministries that we support, financially and 

through prayer. 

Please come and here how vital this ministry is to God’s plan and work.  

Thank you,  The Outreach Committee 

Safety Reminder 

As a reminder we are asking everyone entering 

the church to wear a mask until they reach their 

seat in the sanctuary.  For the Christmas Eve    

service please wear it throughout the service. 

Thank you! 

Session Updates from November 

Finance - William Finney and Sam Smith were approved as money counters. 

 

Christian Education - It was approved to hold Children's Sunday School in the 

Lindsey Room. 

 

Personnel - It was approved to extend Steve Amsler's position as               

Volunteer Church Administrator for 6 additional months (January - June 

2021). Ginney Grabigel has resigned as Assistant Treasurer. All staff reviews 

have been completed. It was approved to hold Holy Communion on a 

monthly basis. 



2021 GIVING ENVELOPES 
 

Giving envelopes for 2021 are available for pick up at the Welcome 

Center.  Please stop by after the morning service or at a convenient 

time for you to pickup your boxes. The box of envelopes is for the 

entire year.  Envelopes will not be mailed.  The boxes are              

alphabetical by last name and marked with your giving number.    

 

If you are not able to pick up your envelopes please call the office 

(724-662-4340) and they will be delivered to you. 

 

Thank you for you faithfulness in supporting Bethany, especially 

through this very different time. 

Bethany Office 

Closings 

The church office                 

will be closed 

• Christmas Eve (afternoon)  

• Christmas Day 

•  December 28 

• December 31(afternoon) 

Attendance cards can be found on the tables when you enter the 

sanctuary along with the weekly bulletin. If you forget to pickup a 

card, you can find one at the end of each pew. Thank you for filling 

these cards out because we rely on them to keep track of           

attendance. Prayer requests will either be put on the prayer chain if           

requested, or it will be prayed for at Thursday morning prayer. 

Thankoffering...Peace, Love & Thanks 
As promised, the Bethany Women are reporting to you the total amount of gifts you contributed to the 

2020 Thankoffering.  A total of $2,843 was received.  Of that amount the funds were divided in the      

following way:  $2,000 to the Mercer County Children’s Aid Society for its Christmas Referral for children, 

$400 for items on the wish list for Joshua’s Haven, $400 for AWARE to those who have special needs this 

Christmas and winter season, $20 for the Mercer Service Unit of the Salvation Army and $23 for Loaves 

and Fishes Food Pantry.  Our promise—fulfilled—was to keep all your gifts in the Mercer community.  

We think we did it a positive manner.  Again, our sincere thanks and may your New Year be blessed    

because you helped those around you. 

 Attendance/Prayer Cards 
Bethany’s 2020                    

Financial Statement      

through November 

 Income            $403,138 

 Expenses          $301,718 

 Net Income      $101,420 
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Congregational Meeting 

Please join us for the yearly Congregational 

Meeting on January 17th, immediately after 

the worship service in the Sanctuary.  The 

meeting will start promptly at 11:45 

a.m.  There will be no dinner this year. 

The Bethany Implementation Team 
The Bethany Implementation Team held its first meeting on the evening of December 10th.  This kick-off 

meeting started with members introducing themselves and then Sue Allen spoke about the work the   

Vision Team did to identify three locations in Mercer on which to focus – Pine Grove Mobile Home Park, 

the Colonial Inn and Brandy Springs Apartments.  Pastor Bob then described what the Implementation 

team does, which is “putting feet on the Great Commission.”  Bob also shared why the current culture 

does not understand “the church,” but the culture does understand service.  To this end, the                 

Implementation Team is reviewing how the Bethany congregation can best serve in these three identified 

Mercer locations in order to build relationships with residents.  Building relationships will then provide 

opportunities to share the Gospel.  

Implementation Team members include Pastor Bob Stauffer, Jon D'Angelo, Frank Carolas, Sue Allen, Debi 

Creasy, Earl Runcan, Mark Hayes, John Inman, Gary McElfresh and Martin Bright.  Please keep these   

Bethany members in your prayers as this team continues its work.  The Team’s next meeting will be on 

the evening of January 4th.   

 Thank you, John Inman 

New Members Class 
Beginning on January 10th, we will be starting a new 

members class.  The class is also open to anyone 

considering joining our congregation, however it is 

also open to anyone who would like to know more 

about our church and denomination. The class will 

start at noon, right after worship and refreshments 

will be served.  Hope to see you there!  Please call 

the church office and let Lois know how many will be 

attending. 

A New Year is upon us and with the New Year maybe you made some New Year’s resolutions.  Does each 

month end with you wondering how you are going to pay your bills?  If you would like to finally be free of 

debt, then Financial Peace University (or FPU) is the class for you!  FPU 

teaches what scripture says about our finances and how God wants us to 

handle the money he has blessed us with.  The great thing is that this 

course is also online.  So if you can’t make our Sunday morning classes 

January 10th through March 7th, or you miss a week, then you can start 

or catch up from home.  The cost of the class is $129 but the church will 

refund $60 if you complete the course. Don’t wait for another year to 

learn how God wants you to take back control of your finances.  For  

questions please call Lisa Wishart at 724-699-4258.  Sign up today using 

the group link: fpu.com/1124240 or call the church office.  Is FPU For You? 

Is Financial Peace University For You? 
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Bethany Friends to Remember... 

Throughout the year, please remember our members and 

friends who are homebound or in nursing homes. Please let 

the church office know if we are missing anyone from the list. 
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Fran Bish 

680 N. Stone Base Road 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Esther Burns 

1440 Carrie Way Apt. 5 

Grove City, PA 16127 

 

Joyce Cuyar 

660 Latonka Drive 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Bertha English 

Quality Life Services 

8221 Lamor Road Room 17 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Karen Heazlett 

Avalon Springs 

745 Greenville Road 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Wayne & Tami Iman 

8265 Lamor Road 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Helen Lamberton 

Quality Life Services 

8221 Lamor Road 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

 

 

 

 

Eleanor Masters 

Avalon Springs 

745 Greenville Road 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Dorothy Maxwell 

231 S. Otter Street 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Virginia Miller 

1341 Mercer New Wilmington Road 

New Wilmington, PA 16142 

 

Dorothy Nan 

792 Sarsi Trail 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Becky Pears 

148 Courtney Road 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Lee Ramsey 

133 Center Church Road 

Grove City, PA 16127 

 

Bernice Shaffer 

614 Greenville Road 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Mae Shaffer 

61 Steingrabe Road 

New Wilmington, PA 16142 

 

 

 

Bruce Shannon 

38 Shannon Drive 

New Wilmington, PA 16142 

 

Susan Shawgo 

301 S. Broad Street Apt 601 

Grove City, PA 16127 

 

Elizabeth Shillito 

Whispering Oakes Room 325 

260 Buhl Farm Drive 

Hermitage, PA 16148 

 

Donna Smith 

238 W. Market Street 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Mary Thompson 

202 N. Otter Street 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Janice Vinroe 

Quality Life Services 

8221 Lamor Road 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Dorothy Wester 

3107 James Buchanan Blvd 

Elizabethtown, PA 17022 
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Bethany Presbyterian Church 

100 West Venango Street 

Mercer PA  16137 

 

Regular Office Hours 

Mon. - Fri. 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

(724) 662-4340 

Fax: 724-662-1080 

Prayer Chain: bethanyprays@yahoo.com 

Web: www.bethany-presbyterian.org 

TO: Or Current Resident 

Zimbelstern 
We would like to announce that a new stop has been added 

to the Moller pipe organ at Bethany Church.  It is called a 

Zimbelstern,  also known as cymbelstern.   Zimbelstern is the 

German spelling meaning  “cymbal star.”  It is an exotic organ 

stop, not a primary stop like a principle, flute, or even a reed.  

It is meant to be used as an accompaniment stop.  It consists 

of a wheel or a star, metal or wooden, on which a few small 

bells are mounted so when the stop is engaged a continuous 

tinkling sound ensues.  The Zimbelstern became popular in 

northern Europe, especially Germany, beginning in the 16
th

 

century and continued to be part of many organs during the 

17
th

 and 18
th

 centuries.  Many Advent and Christmas organ 

music scores suggest registration of the Zimbelstern to   

manifest  the  presence of heavenly angels.  It can be used as 

a hymn accompaniment also.  It was purchased and given by 

an anonymous donor.  We wish to thank them for their generous gift to the organ to be used for the 

Glory of God. 


