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 A Message from Rev. Bob Stauffer 
Always Growing: One of the most significant signs of a healthy church and a 

growing church is that it is a church that reads.  The church, and especially its 

leadership are reading all kinds of books that keep us thinking and reflecting 

on how to be even more effective in doing ministry.  To that  end, many of our 

leaders have been reading a number of books.  

 

The vision team read “Simple Church” and “With” to reflect on how to           

restructure the church to be effective in both spiritual renewal and strategic 

thinking as we move into the future. 

 

The session has been reading both of those books in addition to a new study  

of “The Leadership Ladder.”  It is a challenge for leaders to realize that there are 

“rungs” that help us to think missionally as we look at how Bethany can        

organize itself to have impact both inside and outside its walls. 

 

The Implementation Team is reading two books beyond these others.  The first 

is called “When Helping Hurts” which causes us to rethink how we best help 

those in need of resources.  We often believe that just giving money to folks in 

need helps them.  But we are learning that this can often be the thing that 

hurts them the most in the long run.  In addition the small group leaders, the 

Implementation team, and the Session are reading a book entitled “Turning 

Everyday Conversations Into Gospels Conversations.”  It is a book that gives a 

very simple way to share the Gospel Story with non-Christians.  It even comes 

with a phone app that puts everything on your phone as a resource when you 

are talking to someone about a relationship with Jesus.  Many of us can share 

our personal testimony but can’t really share the Gospel story.  

 

Finally the new members class is reading a book entitled “I Am A Church  

Member” which is helping them reflect on what that commitment really means. 

 

Hopefully we are learning as a church that growing Christians are reading 

Christians. If you are interested in any of these books we will have a copy of 

each available in the library.  So read along with us as we look forward to all 

that God is doing in helping us to grow as a church. 
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Committee Meetings 

• Personnel 

      February 2 at 10:30 a.m. 

• Property 

      February 2 at 6:30 p.m. 

      Safety Team at 7:30 p.m. 

• Christian Education 

      February 2 at 7:00 p.m. 

• Deacons 

      February 3 at 6:00 p.m. 

• Outreach/Member 

    Involvement 

      February 9 at 7:00 p.m. 

• Worship & Memorials 

      February 9  at 7:00 p.m. 

• Finance 

      February 18 at 7:00 p.m. 

• Session 

      February 25 at 7:00 p.m. 
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Hope for Renewal  
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the 

new creation has come: The old has 

gone, the new is here!   All this is 

from God, who reconciled us to 

himself through Christ and gave us 

the ministry of reconciliation.                                                   

II Corinthians 5:16-18 

 

     During the month of February 

Hope for Renewal will be our mission 

focus.  Hope for Renewal is one of 

our five major mission partners.  

They are located on Glenwood     

Avenue in Youngstown and are   

dedicated to bringing the Gospel to 

inner city Youngstown.  Below is a 

letter to Bethany from their pastor, 

Rev. Gary Koerth. 

    Lately I have noticed that there 

are many people who say they 

are so glad that 2020 is over and 

the new year has arrived.         

Although the past year has been 

very difficult in many ways I have 

to say that 2020 was also a year 

of blessing for Hope For Renewal.          

      I will never forget the      

blessings of this past year that we   

witnessed in our new church 

community.   In June, after the 

Covid 19 restrictions lifted, we 

started to worship in our front 

yard under canopies and then 

have a lunch in the front yard.  I 

have always heard it stated that 

the church should make itself  

visible to the community but I 

never really took that statement 

literally.  One Sunday a young 

family was walking by while I was 

preaching and I heard the mother 

say, “They’re having church!”   It 

felt so right for the world, our 

community, to see the church in 

worship. Then one Sunday during 

our lunch a man named Alvin, 

who we met at the playground, 

came walking down the street 

with his dog towards our house.  

When he came close enough we 

greeted him and asked if he 

wanted to join us and he said yes.  

This happened three Sundays in a 

row.  We invited him to church 

but he would never make it for 

worship but would show up in 

time for lunch.  Then one Sunday 

night at 10:45 p.m. our doorbell 

sounded and it was Alvin.  He 

told me he was just served a    

restraining order and he was 

made to leave his house.  He said 

he was walking in the neighbor-

hood for a while and didn’t know 

where to go.  He saw our lights 

on and took the chance to come 

to our door.  We offered him to 

stay at our house but he didn’t 

feel comfortable.  We put him up 

in a hotel and the next morning 

when I picked him up we started 

the process to help put his life 

back together.  Things got worse 

before they got better.  But for 

the next three months we 

watched his life transformed by 

God’s grace and power. His    

marriage has been reconciled and 

he has a new job and he is   

growing in his walk with Jesus 

and with others.  And I might add 

that Alvin has never missed a 

Sunday service with us since that 

day.  I wish I had more time to 

share many other stories like our 

precious young couple who were 

homeless, the drop in coffee 

times in our kitchen during the 

week, the frank and bold        

conversations in the car taking 

people home and how God    

continues to bring the broken-

hearted to our door and into our 

worshipping community so that 

we might be instruments of the 

ministry of reconciliation that II 

Corinthians 5 speaks of.               

      In November we went back 

inside our house for worship.  By 

late December our church had 

grown to 20 in attendance.  We 

had our first Christmas Eve     

Candle lighting service.  For many 

it was their first one ever.    I can’t 

describe the sense of closeness 

and family that we are              

experiencing. God is good!    

      Another blessing of 2020 is to 

witness the transformation of the 

Hope For Renewal Ministry    

Center.  It has been a long      

process and many hours of labor 

and funds spent to make a    

gathering place, a lighthouse, 

where people in our community 

will feel welcome and will         

experience the love of Christ in 

many ways.   By January 28th the 

kitchen and bathrooms will be 

completed.  We will then focus on 

the main meeting room/café to 

go through the last part of the 

rehab process for the 1st floor 

ministry space.  After that the 

next step is to move worship to 

the Hope For Renewal Ministry 

Center.  The target date for our 

worship launch in the new center 

is March of 2021. 

      In closing, we wanted to take 

a moment to thank Bethany E.P. 

Church for the support and      

encouragement that you have 

poured out on us.  Thank you for 

partnering with Hope For         

Renewal! 

     Blessings, 

     Gary and Cindy Koerth 
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Prayer Request 

THANK YOU! 

Dear Bethany     

Friends,  

Thank you for 

your prayers, 

cards, and well-

wishes, I send my 

“heartfelt” thanks. 

I am grateful to 

God for healing 

and for your   

support. Every 

day is better!  

 

Sue Stevenson 

 

On December 30th, one of our friends from our West Virginia ministry 

passed away after being sick with Covid.  Patsy Lambert was the mother 

of Sudie Cross who was always a big help during the week of Bible 

School.  Her sisters Maggie and Linda were also helpers. Cards can be 

sent to Sudie Cross, 177 Bullfrog Lane, Riverton, WV 26814. 

Safety Reminder 
As a reminder we are asking everyone entering the church to wear a 

mask until they reach their seat in the sanctuary.   

Session Updates From December 

Finance - Session voted to give all Bethany employees (that had not had their 

salary adjusted previously in 2020) a 1.5% cost of living raise for 2021. 

 

Property - The Property Committee continues to negotiate with Verizon on 

the contract for the antenna in our steeple.  Although we currently have a 25 

year contract with them, they have the authority to renegotiate the contract 

when they believe necessary.  Our goal is to achieve the best outcome for 

Bethany Church. 

 

Bethany Recommended Reading 
Here's a great little book that all church members should 

read.  The best part is, it's very small and easy to read.  It 

comes highly recommended from such folks as Rick Warren 

and Franklin Graham.  It's a great book about how every 

church member can make church a better experience for 

everyone.  There are several copies available in the church 

library.  

Bethany’s 2020                    

Financial Statement      

through December 

 Income            $453,893 

 Expenses          $324,993 

 Net Income      $128,900 



Bethany Friends to Remember... 

Throughout the year, please remember our members and 

friends who are homebound or in nursing homes. Please let 

the church office know if we are missing anyone from the list. 
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Fran Bish 

680 N. Stone Base Road 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Esther Burns 

1440 Carrie Way Apt. 5 

Grove City, PA 16127 

 

Joyce Cuyar 

660 Latonka Drive 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Bertha English 

Quality Life Services 

8221 Lamor Road Room 17 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Wayne & Tami Iman 

8265 Lamor Road 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Helen Lamberton 

Quality Life Services 

8221 Lamor Road 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Eleanor Masters 

Avalon Springs 

745 Greenville Road 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

 

 

 

 

Dorothy Maxwell 

231 S. Otter Street 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Virginia Miller 

1341 Mercer New Wilmington Road 

New Wilmington, PA 16142 

 

Dorothy Nan 

792 Sarsi Trail 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Becky Pears 

148 Courtney Road 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Lee Ramsey 

133 Center Church Road 

Grove City, PA 16127 

 

Bernice Shaffer 

614 Greenville Road 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Bruce Shannon 

38 Shannon Drive 

New Wilmington, PA 16142 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Susan Shawgo 

301 S. Broad Street Apt 601 

Grove City, PA 16127 

 

Elizabeth Shillito 

Whispering Oakes Room 325 

260 Buhl Farm Drive 

Hermitage, PA 16148 

 

Donna Smith 

238 W. Market Street 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Mary Thompson 

202 N. Otter Street 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Janice Vinroe 

Quality Life Services 

8221 Lamor Road 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Dorothy Wester 

3107 James Buchanan Blvd 

Elizabethtown, PA 17022 
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Bethany Presbyterian Church 

100 West Venango Street 

Mercer PA  16137 

 

Regular Office Hours 

Mon. - Fri. 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

(724) 662-4340 

Fax: 724-662-1080 

Prayer Chain: bethanyprays@yahoo.com 

Web: www.bethany-presbyterian.org 

TO: Or Current Resident 

 


