Bethany Presbyterian Church
100 W. Venango St.
Mercer, Pa 16137

Bethany Road
From the Desk of Pastor Peter
We will have a Community Worship, Fellowship and lunch on September 2 at Brandy Spring Park at 11 AM. It is a great opportunity for Bethany to
unite with other churches of Mercer to experience God’s presence and pleasure.
In the Gospel of John, Jesus as he was sharing his last will and testament to his disciples told them of his prayer and desire for them as he was
preparing them for his arrest, trial, death and resurrection. The prayer for them
was his directive for them to be united as one body working together bringing
the Good News of Jesus Christ into the world. Jesus knew the difficulty of his
disciples working together with their different personalities, temperaments and
priorities. With the gift and empowering of the Holy Spirit in their lives, we have
witnessed their unity as the church grew throughout history.
My hope for Bethany as we join with other churches on September 2, is
that the community of Mercer will be blessed by our unity and our desire to
serve our community.
I’m looking forward to being a part of the Worship Service and to witness different churches worshiping God together focusing on the incarnate
Christ. I can’t wait to fellowship with Christian leaders and the food that will be
served after the Worship Service. It is always a pleasure to meet new brothers
and sisters of Christ’s from other churches.
Please prayerfully consider joining us for that special day. We will provide more and helpful information throughout the month of August.

John 17:20-21
"My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me
through their message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are
in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe
that you have sent me.
NIV
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Committee Meetings:
 Property Tuesday, August 7 at 6:30 p.m.
 Christian Ed TBA
 Outreach Monday, August 13 at 6:30 p.m.
 Member Involvement
Tuesday, August 14 at
7:00 p.m.
 Worship & Memorials
Tuesday, August 14 at
7:00 p.m.
 SESSION
Thursday, August 23 at
7:00 p.m.

Email Prayer Chain: If you would like to place someone on the email prayer chain, please
email Gloria Podlaski at gloriaj@zoominternet.net or sueallen@bethany-presbyterian.org

Annual Golf Outing
Bethany’s annual golf outing is
scheduled for Sunday, September
9, at Green Meadows Golf Course,
Volant, PA (Route 19 south). All are
welcome. A sign-up sheet is at the
Welcome Center. The first tee time
will be 1:04 p.m. Fee of $28.00 per
person includes green fees and riding cart. Picnic to follow.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Wayne & I would like to express our deepest gratitude for
all the ways our Bethany Family has cared for us the past
two years. From the virus hitting his heart, his heart attack, artificial heart & the transplant. You have helped in
so many ways by "Carrying each other's burdens" (Gal.
6:2).
Your endless loving prayers, cards, meals, visits, fundraisers & support have humbled, amazed & comforted us. We thought the transplant would
be the easiest part of the journey, & it has been the hardest. He is now at a 45# weight
loss, primarily due to the side affects of the antirejection meds. They leave a moldy, musty
taste in his mouth & also causes the shakiness, the frustrations, depression, & difficulty
with his kidneys. It has been a hard & trying three months we didn't anticipate, nor did
they prepare us for. We thought recovery, healing, a new young heart and back on his
feet. It has been very discouraging; but through it all our Bethany Family has lifted us up
& been by our side every step of the way. We give thanks & our Love to each & every one
of you.
Wayne & Tami Iman
"We give Thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will..." 1 Ths. 5:9
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Bethany Women
MY LADIES. . .OUR SUMMER MEETINGS CONTINUE
We will be meeting for our final summer My Ladies (can it be?) on Monday, August 27 at 11:30 a.m. in the Lindsey Room. This meeting will be
a time of fellowship, a short devotional, a light lunch (provided for you),
and a time to make final plans for our fall/winter/spring sessions. This
Bible Study is open to all widows (they do not need to attend Bethany).
For the summer there is to “official Bible lesson.” Why not join us?

LOOKING HIGH AND LOW. . .
When you are cleaning (smile) if anyone finds in her adventure a usable ice
bucket, would you be willing to donate it to Bethany Women? We are going to
step up in style and stop putting our ice cubes for our beverages in a vegetable
serving dish! Please do not go out and buy us one, for if we don’t have any donations, we will buy one ourselves. We just thought there might be some ice
buckets lurking in your home. If you have one, please leave it with Lois in the
office. We guarantee it will have a good home.

REALLY LOOKING AHEAD. . .MY BLESSED LIFE. . .
Save the date! Our Bethany Presbyterian’s Fall Brunch will be held in the
Social Hall of the Church on Saturday October 20 (yes, October) from
10:00 a.m. until noon. As usual, we will have our ever popular baskets
(start assembling or getting your idea in mind now), a game or two, time to
chat and a lunch provided for you. Everyone is invited to attend. There is
no cost but we will be announcing our fall/winter collections in the September newsletter. We do know one collection will be hats, scarves, mittens, gloves and socks for men, women and children in the local community. This year they will be divided between several service organizations.
Our theme is, “My Blessed Life.” If you do not think your life has been blessed, you really
need to join us.
Reservations can be made any time by calling the church office and letting us know how
many will be attending.
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Ladies’ Calendar Tea
Monday, September 10th at 6:30 p.m.
Speaker: Rebecca Gensler
Topic: Considerate Pure Joy (James 1:2)
The Calendar Tea is where you have twelve tables set up with each table representing each
month. The “Hostess” of each table will decorate her own table according to the theme that
is associated with that month (Example: January – Snowmen, February – Valentine’s Day,
etc.) The “Hostess” of each table will bring her own tea set, place setting, provide a snack,
and small favor for each lady at her table.

If you are interested in hosting a table or attending, please call Jen Wamboldt (724813-3795) or write on the back of your attendance card.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

LADIES FALL RETREAT
THE GAME OF LIFE
OCTOBER 26 & 27, 2018
Kim McCormick will be our speaker at the Ladies Fall Retreat on October 26 and 27,
2018. Our retreat this year will be held at Villa Maria. Kim’s message will be on ‘The
Game of Life”. When playing the board game of Life, the goal is to gain as much
wealth and as many material items as you can. Unfortunately, we know that when we
play the real game of life, if we don't keep our eyes fixed upon Jesus, money and materialism can bring us discontentment and disconnection from God.
Kim presents this message in a fun-filled way, asking the listeners to make a choice in
this game of life, to either follow the F.R.O.G. Lane (Fully Relying on God), or take the
S.N.A.K.E. Highway (Satan's Noose Around Kim's Ego). Kim shares her own personal experiences on SNAKE Highway, and how she and her husband learned to become
true FROGS!
At age 13, Kim accepted Jesus Christ as her personal Savior. She is a member of
First Baptist Church. Kim lives in New Castle with her husband, Rod. They have two
grown daughters and two grandchildren. She has taught in the Wilmington Area
School District for the past 30 years and is the Reading Specialist and Kindergarten
music teacher. It was after Kim's battle with ovarian cancer that she felt called to
share her faith journey and go into Women's Ministry.
We hope you will join us for a weekend full of insightful messages, personal reflection
and fellowship. More details will be forth coming. Please contact Debbie Latsko at
724-974-1623 if you have any questions.
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Happy 50th Wedding Anniversary
Suzanne Marmon and Tim Valenta, grandchildren of longtime Bethany member Frances Tait (deceased 2010), would
like to announce the approaching 50th wedding anniversary of their parents, Rebecca (Tait) and William Valenta Jr,
who were married at Bethany Presbyterian Church on August 24, 1968. If you remember the Tait family, feel free to
send congratulatory cards to the Valentas toward the end of August at: 1522 Tieman Drive, Glen Burnie, MD 21061.
Photo: Rebecca Tait and William Valenta, Jr on their wedding day, August 24, 1968.
Photo: Rebecca and William Valenta in 2017 with their 6 year old granddaughter.

Suggestions for Deacons/Elders
The Officer Nominating Committee has begun the process of identifying Bethany
members who will be elected to serve as representatives of the congregation in the roles of
Elder and Deacon.
The Congregation is asked to participate in the process by prayerfully submitting the
names of persons who they feel ought to be considered for election.
Please use the tear-off form to submit a name to the Nominating Committee. Please
include the reason(s) why you feel the person is qualified for elected office.
Questions may be directed to any member of the committee:
Al Heckman
Gary Kleinfelder
Chuck Kite
Denny Horkey
Dale Heckathon
Dottie Seger
Amy Ligo
----------------------------------------------------------------------

I would like to suggest that ______________________________________
be considered for the office of ____Deacon,____Elder
These are the reasons I feel he/she is qualified for elected office:
Signature of person making suggestion: ______________________
Volume 15, Issue 7
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From the Desk of Mr. Nate,

Sign up for a free subscription to
RightNow Media by going to…
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/bethanypres

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
Journeys Class- (Room #104/Lindsey Room) “One of the most important things we can learn from the examples of prayer in the Bible is why we pray. This helps us to see the importance of prayer in our relationship with
God, and in the outworking of his plans.” We will be using the 12 week study, Prayer: An Adventure with
God by David Healey as we focus on prayer. All are welcome to come and join in on this study and discussion.
Berean class (Social Room in basement) is in chapter nine in a study of book of Romans verse by verse.
A survey of the New Testament will be taught for 13 weeks by Nate Childers this summer during Sunday School
in the air conditioned Kappa Chi classroom (Room #200). You are invited to join us if
you are in middle/high school or adult. If you miss a week or two this is a great class to
pick up on when you return.

BETHANY KIDS
Parents, please share with your Sunday School or Children’s Church Teachers (or see Mr. Nate) if there
are any food allergies for each of your kids.
CHILDREN’S CHURCH LOCATIONS:
Pre-School (Come, Lord Jesus)–Pick-up in Room #102.

Elementary- K-5 to 4th grade (Come, Lord Jesus) –Pick-up in Rm. #205.
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Regular Office Hours
Mon. – Fri. 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
(724) 662 – 4340
Fax: 724-662-1080
Web: www.bethany-presbyterian.org
Prayer Chain
gloriaj@zoominternet.net
sueallen@bethany-presbyterian.org

We’re here
to Exalt,

PERMIT No. 39

TO:

Current Resident or

to Encourage,
to Equip, to

Church Picnic
The Church Picnic will be held on
Sunday, August 26th at Camp Nazareth. Save the date.
Please mark your calendar to attend12:30 p.m. A-L bring a salad, side dish,
or vegetable; M-Z bring desserts or gluten
free side dish (please mark). The address
for Camp Nazareth is Route 58 north to
auto sales, turn left, 339 Pew Road, Fredonia. Pool hours are from 2-4. All table
services will be provided. The meats will
be meatloaf and ham.

