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Bethany’s Outreach: Near and Far 

By John Inman 

 

Bethany Church has a wonderful history of service in our local community, in 

our denomination and around the world.  The present is no different, as  

Bethany continues to move forward with outreach activities that embody   

Jesus’ commandment to “go into all the world.” 

 

As you may know, the Outreach Committee has refocused its mission support 

to the following five primary organizations: 

 

EPC Engage 2025 Project: Sierra Leone – The Presbytery of the Alleghenies, of 

which Bethany Church is a member, has adopted two villages in the northern 

region of Sierra Leone – Fintonia and Rokassa. 

Hope for Renewal - EPC church plant in Youngstown, Ohio, led by Gary and 

Cindy Koerth. 

PennWest Young Life – Christian youth program for students in Grove City, 

Mercer, Hickory, Sharon, Slippery Rock, West Middlesex, Sharpsville and    

Wilmington high schools. 

Prince of Peace – Support of Pastor Juan who is leading a church located in 

the Corozal District of Belize, which has been visited by Bethany mission 

teams in the past. 

Willow Women’s Center – A non-profit organization that offers quality     

medical services and resources at no-cost to women who are or might be  

unexpectedly pregnant. 

 

Each Outreach Committee member is a liaison to one of these five groups.  

Liaisons work to engage and enrich the relationship between these ministry 

organizations and Bethany Church by coordinating focus months throughout 

the year; organizing speakers; creating bulletin boards; and providing news-

letter information, work parties and support. 

 

In January, Willow Women’s Center gave a wonderful presentation during our 
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Committee Meetings 

 Personnel 

      April TBD at 10:30 a.m. 

 Property 

      April 6 at 6:30 p.m. 

      Safety Team at 7:30 p.m. 

 Christian Education 

      April 6 at 7:00 p.m. 

 Deacons 

      April 7 at 6:00 p.m. 

 Outreach 

      April 13 at 7:00 p.m. 

 Worship & Memorials 

      April 15 at 7:00 p.m. 

 Finance 

      April 15 at 7:00 p.m. 

 Session 

      April 22 at 7:00 p.m. 
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Founded in 1941, Young Life 

is a world-class organization 

for adolescents. Staff and 

volunteers enter the world of 

kids, focusing on what    

matters to them — fun,    

adventure, friendship and a 

sense of significance. In    

doing so, they earn the   

privilege of talking to them 

about something that we 

believe matters most of all—

the truth about God and His 

love for them. Young Life has 

over 8,500 ministries in over 

100 countries. Over 260,000 

kids attend a Young Life 

weekend or summer camp 

each year.  81,000 volunteers 

and 5,678 staff serve around 

the world. (2019 stats from 

YL website) 

Mission:                          

Introducing adolescents to 

Jesus Christ and helping 

them grow in their faith. 

Locally, Penn West Young Life is based out of Grove City and       

currently consists of 85 volunteer college student leaders who invest 

in the lives of students at eight local high schools (Young Life), four 

local middle schools (Wyldlife) and two local groups for students 

with disabilities (Capernaum.) Alex Eckerd is the full-time Area     

Director with the help of Kevin Meiners, full-time Staff Associate and 

Missy Crombie, part-time Area Administrator. An additional female 

staff associate will be starting in August 2021. Fourteen adults also 

makeup the Penn West Young Life Committee that helps guide the 

local area.  

Penn West Young Life was started in 1971 at Grove City College. The 

majority of Young Life leaders are from Grove City College with a 

few from Westminster College. Leaders are trained for one semester 

before being placed on a high school or middle school team       

anywhere from Sharon to Wilmington. Leaders spend between 10-

15+ hours per week planning for and spending time with middle/

high school kids to get to know them and share the Gospel.  

Leaders spend time at kids’ school events, acting as volunteer 

coaches for sports or just hanging out with kids to get to know 

them and then invite them to Club, often referred to as “a party with 

a purpose.” It’s a time of fun and games along with a short message 

about Jesus. Campaigners is a Bible study style group for kids who 

are ready to dive deeper into the Word. Young Life Camp (“the best 

week of your life”) is a time of great adventure, when kids get to be 

real and learn that God loves them more than they imagined. Young 

Life has 30 resort-quality camps globally.  

Bruce Wamboldt is the Outreach Committee liaison for Young Life. 



Safety Reminder 

As a reminder we are asking 

everyone entering the church to 

wear a mask until they reach 

their seat in the sanctuary.   

P A G E  3  

Sierra Leone Child Sponsorship  

If you have sponsored a child in Sierra Leone now is a great time 

to communicate with your child.  Scott Graham from our 

Presbytery will be traveling to Sierra Leone from April 18- 26 and 

will hand carry letters to your children.  This is a really great way 

to connect with the children.  They love information about their 

sponsors including photos, etc.  Please have your letters to Pastor 

Bob by Sunday April 11th. 

This is also a great time to consider a child sponsorship in Sierra 

Leone if you haven’t already. Click on the link below for more 

information. 

https://edunations.org/whatwedo/take-action/sponsor-a-child/  

 

Session Updates From February 

Worship Director Josiah Forton presented Session with      

multiple proposals for upgrading the sound and video systems 

in the sanctuary as well as proposals on how to make the 

online presentation easier and better to watch.  Discussion is 

ongoing between the Worship Committee and the Property 

Committee concerning the best solution to some of the   

problems we have been encountering as well as to enhance 

the worship experience both in person and online.  

Caring Coordinator 

Please welcome Marcia Christy 

as Bethany's new Caring         

Coordinator. As a long-time 

Bethany member, a retired 

nurse, and a very caring person, 

Marcia is exceedingly qualified 

for the position.  Marcia will be 

ensuring that all of Bethany's 

members are remembered, 

wherever they may be.   

(Outreach continued from page 1) 

worship service about their operation.  

In February, Hope for Renewal was  

featured, and in March, the EPC Sierra 

Leone project was spotlighted.  April 

will be another exciting month as we 

learn more about Penn West Young 

Life, with this organization presenting 

during our worship service on April 

11th.  In May, we will highlight the   

upcoming Bethany Church summer 

programs, while June will be our focus 

month for Prince of Peace and the work 

of our friend Pastor Juan. 
 

Yes, busy times at Bethany!  However, 

this reminds me of Robert Frost’s     

famous poem "Stopping by Woods on 

a Snowy Evening,” which contains the 

famous stanza, “The woods are lovely, 

dark and deep, But I have promises to 

keep, And miles to go before I sleep, 

And miles to go before I sleep.” 

  

As Christians, we must always look   

forward to what God has planned next 

and be willing to leave the “lovely, dark 

and deep” forest, and the safety of our 

past accomplishments or present work 

to continue forward on our journey  

towards God’s great kingdom. 

https://edunations.org/whatwedo/take-action/sponsor-a-child/


Bethany’s 2021 Financial Statement through February  

      Income       $72,778.00                        Expenses      $60,192.13                        Difference    $12,585.87 

Totally Terrific Tuesday Resumes at Bethany 

 

 

 

 

We are very excited that we were able to start the spring session of Totally Terrific Tuesday.   Ashley 

D’Angelo is the coordinator this session. The youth attendance has been great with 30-35 children (we 

had to limit attendance to 40 due to Covid and space) each week as well as adult helpers.  Grades kinder-

garten through 5th are permitted to attend and the evening runs from 5:30-7:30 p.m. The children eat 

pizza for dinner as well as yummy homemade cookies. Then they listen to a Bible story, do games and 

crafts, and then a closing with music and skits. Bible stories have included David & Goliath, Zacchaeus, 

Noah & the Ark and Easter. There is one remaining session this spring. 
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Bethany Friends to Remember... 

Throughout the year, please remember our members and 

friends who are homebound or in nursing homes. Please let 

the church office know if we are missing anyone from the list. 
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Fran Bish 

680 N. Stone Base Road 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Esther Burns 

1440 Carrie Way Apt. 5 

Grove City, PA 16127 

 

Joyce Cuyar 

660 Latonka Drive 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Bertha English 

Quality Life Services 

8221 Lamor Road Room 17 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Wayne & Tami Iman 

8265 Lamor Road 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Helen Lamberton 

Quality Life Services 

8221 Lamor Road 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

 

 

 

 

Eleanor Masters 

Avalon Springs 

745 Greenville Road 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Dorothy Maxwell 

231 S. Otter Street 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Virginia Miller 

1341 Mercer New Wilmington Road 

New Wilmington, PA 16142 

 

Dorothy Nan 

792 Sarsi Trail 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Becky Pears 

148 Courtney Road 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Lee Ramsey 

133 Center Church Road 

Grove City, PA 16127 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bruce Shannon 

38 Shannon Drive 

New Wilmington, PA 16142 

 

Susan Shawgo 

301 S. Broad Street Apt 601 

Grove City, PA 16127 

 

Elizabeth Shillito 

Whispering Oakes Room 325 

260 Buhl Farm Drive 

Hermitage, PA 16148 

 

Donna Smith 

238 W. Market Street 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Mary Thompson 

202 N. Otter Street 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Janice Vinroe 

Quality Life Services 

8221 Lamor Road 

Mercer, PA 16137 

 

Dorothy Wester 

3107 James Buchanan Blvd 

Elizabethtown, PA 17022 

 

Blessing Box 

The Blessing Box is still being used quite frequently.  The most popular item for the box 

is cereal and other breakfast foods such as instant oatmeal and poptarts.  You can put 

the items in yourself or bring them into the church and they will be put out as needed. 
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Bethany Presbyterian Church 

100 West Venango Street 

Mercer PA  16137 

 

Regular Office Hours 

Mon. - Fri. 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

(724) 662-4340 

Fax: 724-662-1080 

Prayer Chain: bethanyprays@yahoo.com 

Web: www.bethany-presbyterian.org 

TO: Or Current Resident 

Front Doors 

Starting in April, our front doors will 

be locked until 10:00 a.m. on Sunday 

mornings for security purposes.  So, if 

you are coming for Sunday School 

(and we hope you are) please use the 

back entrance before 10:00 

a.m..  Thank you!  


