Bethany Road
B e t h a ny P r e s by t e r i a n C h u r c h

From the Desk of Pastor Peter
“Happy Resurrection Day!” I prefer this greeting to the commonly used “Happy Easter!” that most people exchange at this season. The word “Easter” is a word that originally
described the season “Spring”; it was associated with the pagan goddess of Spring, Eostre.
Over time the Christian church began to use it to describe the celebration of Christ’s resurrection from the dead.
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Committee Meetings:
 Property April 3 at
6:30 p.m.
 Deacons April 4 at
6:30 p.m.

Sadly, our culture now more closely associates Easter with chocolate bunnies, dyed
eggs, and Peeps. Just as at Christmas time, the world and Satan would lead people away
from the Real Reason we celebrate.

 Christian Ed. April 5
at 6:30 p.m.

On Resurrection Day, Christ’s dead, earthly body was transformed into an immortal,
glorified heavenly body. Because of this, we too can celebrate our own transformation on
this day. Where Christ’s followers once lived a life destined for sin and spiritual death, we
now live lives as those who are “born again,” new creations who are spiritually alive (2 Corinthians 5:17). Easter bunnies and chocolate candy are paltry distractions to this amazing
truth!

 Worship & Memorials April 10 at 7 p.m.

Don’t ever doubt the power of this transformation in your life, and in the lives of other disciples. C.S. Lewis, well known apologist and author, whimsically pretends to observe
this phenomenon of transformation in the life of a follower of Jesus from the eyes of an outsider:
“Some, as I have admitted, are still hardly recognizable: but others
can be recognized. Every now and then one meets them. Their very voices
and faces are different from ours: stronger, quieter, happier, more radiant.
They began where most of us leave off. They are, I say, recognizable; but
you must know what to look for. They will not be like the idea of ‘religious
people’ which you have formed from your general reading. They do not
draw attention to themselves. You tend to think that they are being kind to
themselves when they are really being kind to you. They love you more
than other men do, but they need you less. (We must get over wanting to
be needed: in some goodish people…that is the hardest of all temptations
to resist). They will usually seem to have a lot of time: you will wonder
where it comes from. When you have recognized one of them, you will recognize the next one much more easily. And I strongly suspect (but how
should I know?) that they recognize one another immediately and infallibly,
across every barrier of color, sex, class, age, and even of creeds. In that
way, to become holy is rather like joining a secret society. To put it at the
very lowest, it must be great fun.” (Mere Christianity)
Transformation is at the heart of the resurrection. We have become citizens of a
kingdom in which Christ is King and Lord. This transformation is real, it is recognizable and
“it must be great fun.” As spring approaches yet again, enjoy the Son!
Happy Resurrection Day
2 Cor 5:16-17
So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded
Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! NIV

 Member Involvement April 10 at 7:00
p.m.
 Outreach April 19 at
6:30 p.m.
 SESSION April 26 at
7 p.m.

Inside this issue:
Ladies Night Out;
Thank You; West Virginia

2

Bethany Women

3

Christian Education

4

Christian Education

5

Christian Education

6

April Calendar

7

Page 2

Volume 15, Issue 4

Ladies Night Out: Andy Heckathorn will be the Chef! Ken Metrick will be our entertainment again! Our price
will be $5 per person or $10 per family. Sunday, April 15th, at 6 p.m.
Thank You: We are so graciously blessed by our Bethany family in all the ways you love and care for us. Your
prayers, cards, meals and encouragement bring comfort and strength in each new day. Many Thanks, with love and hugs,
Wayne and Tami.

West Virginia Mission Trip
Who: Any finished 8th grader to 108 year old!
What: To host a Vacation Bible School to the children & teens of WV, perform service projects to the
community, and share God’s love!
Where: In the beautiful mountains of West Virginia in the tiny, rural community of Circleville.
When: June 16-23, 2018
Why: To witness to the WV community in a variety of ways, to grow in your own personal relationship
with God, and to grow closer with your Bethany Church family! This is a wonderful mission trip geared for
teens, adults, individuals, AND families! There are many ways that you can use your gifts and talents on
this trip. Some drive, some teach, some cook, some sing, some give piggy-back rides, and we all witness to
the community…there are so many ways our gifts are used on this trip!
Our “typical” daily schedule:
Yummy breakfast and devotions
Pick up the WV kids in vans for Vacation Bible School
Lead VBS and eat lunch with the WV kids
Take children home on vans
Afternoon team activities could include playing in the creek, sight-seeing, or a work project
Hot (delicious!) dinner
Campfire, music, & an evening talk from the Bible
Sleeping Arrangements: We stay at the local campground in a tent or camper that you brought from
home. Bethany Church also has sturdy, Cabela’s tents available for our team to use, too. We have had
adults stay at the manse in the past and hope to have that or a similar option available to us again this year.
Registration forms can be found in the Welcome Center. Cost is $125 per student. Scholarships
are available. Registration, money & T-shirt size needs to be submitted by Sunday, April 29th.
Contact Dan Cameron 724-854-3052 or Nate Childers 724-974-9250 with any questions.

We would love to have you join the West Virginia Mission Trip!
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My Ladies To Resume This Month
My Ladies Bible Study, open to all widows, will resume this month. Please watch for the exact day
in the weekly bulletins and the post card reminders. We will be working on a modified schedule
for a while. We will begin a new lesson entitled, The Seven Last Statements of Jesus. Although Easter will officially be over, it is still important to hear what His final words were. Our first lesson
will be entitled, Father, Forgive Them.

Fun and Fellowship We are Getting Ready
FUN AND FELLOWSHIP—APRIL STYLE. . .MONDAY, APRIL 16
Our Fun and Fellowship group will be meeting on Monday, April 16 at 7:00 p.m. in the Lindsey
Room. This month’s meeting will be a busy one since we will making final plans for the Spring
Brunch. Our major project will be the creation of our favors, but there still will be plenty of
time to chat, laugh, and enjoy each other’s company All women are invited and you can come as
often as you wish. Why not join us?

BETHANY PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN CORDIALLY INVITE YOU TO ATTEND
ITS SPRING BRUNCH ON SATURDAY, APRIL 28 AT 10:00 A.M.
IN THE SOCIAL HALL
“Butterflies, Blue Skies and Beautiful Bouquets”
On Saturday morning, April 28 in the Social Hall of the Church, the Bethany Presbyterian Women’s group will be sponsoring
its Spring Brunch with the theme, “Butterflies, Blue Skies and Beautiful Bouquets.” If you have felt blessed by God, this is
the place you should be. We promise you a great time of fellowship, relaxation, a few fun
games, really good food and the opportunity to win one of our always popular gift baskets
(which everyone has a chance to win).
Our menu will include a sandwich, pasta salad, and a variety of delicious cupcakes. How
much does this cost—there really is such a thing as a free lunch! Since there won’t even be
any collections until fall we are asking everyone to bring a dollar and no that is not a price of
admission! An explanation of the dollar will be explained at the Brunch.
If you would like to donate a basket for our giveaway, please call the church office, Nancy Ollinger-Thiess at 724 662-3986,
bring it to the office anytime, or bring it on that Saturday morning. It can be any theme you chose. . .large or small. . .we love
them all.
This fun-filled Brunch is open to all members and friends of Bethany and is a community outreach. Invite a friend. . .invite a
neighbor. . .invite a co-worker. . .invite someone who has been visiting Bethany. We do need to know how many will be in
attendance, so please call the church office (724 662-4340) and let us know the number attending. We feel you will be truly
blessed by these two hours together.
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From the Desk of Mr. Nate
Session last week approved a revised job description and a new title for me.
What are the changes? Simply they are the title (Family Life Director) and
the addition, officially, of adult ministries and Member Involvement as a
direct committee.
I will continue to oversee children, youth, and adult ministries within our Bethany family with the oversight of
session and with some wonderful volunteer partners. This is not just a biological family, but also a spiritual family.
Since I came to Bethany almost four years ago, I have officially overseen children and youth ministries in the
areas of community, discipleship, and outreach. Although my title was Christian Education Director, my responsibility was more. I also worked unofficially with Christian Education, Member Involvement, and Outreach
with adult ministries.
One of our goals this year is to offer regular small groups during the school year as well as to have elders lead
care groups to follow up with members and attenders throughout the year.
On Friday, April 20, I will be appearing before the Allegheny Presbytery at Portersville EPC for an introductory examination to come “under care.” This is the
process to be ordained within our denomination in about a year or so. Bethany’s
Session endorsed me in their February meeting and in March I appeared before the ministerial committee of
the presbytery for an introductory examination.
This next year I will be preparing for three written exams, an oral committee exam, and a final exam on the floor
of the presbytery. I graduated from seminary with my M.Div. ten years ago this May so there is plenty to review.
I hope to use some of my preparation in teaching an Adult Sunday School on topics like a New Testament Survey and Overview, Ancient & Medieval Church History (& Heresies), Reformation & Modern Church History,
etc.
Look here next month for more updates on my preparation.

Last month I shared an excerpt from the book Parenting: 14 Gospel Principles That Can Radically Change
Your Family by Paul David Tripp would be shared at the Mercer Easter Egg Hunt with over
500 families. Our church also offered to any family who drops by their own free copy of the
book to engage them in the gospel.
If anyone is interested in reading more, there are copies of the book in our Book Stall.
Last month, I mentioned that the introduction discussed about being ambassadors versus owners when it comes to our children and also to our church. Tripp’s first actual Principle #1 is on
CALLING and say “Nothing is more important in your life being one of God’s tools to form a
human soul.”
Our job as parents, and as volunteers, is one of the hardest, but also most rewarding roles to take up. God has
designed us to “…be a principal, consistent, and faithful tool in his hands for the purpose of creating Godconsciousness and God-submission in your children.” However, we are not called to this position because we
are qualified or equipped, but because we know we are not and we know the Lord God is.
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Small groups are on a roll for 5th-12th grade from April 8th- May 6th. Students and
parents, plan ahead and check out times and locations below for every Sunday
evening.
5th & 6th Grade Guys & Girls meet weekly at the Chapel from 6:00-7:30 pm with Dave & Cindy
Robinson and DJ Carl.
7th & 8th Grade Guys & Girls meet from 6:00-7:30 pm at the Bethany
Welcome Center from 6:00-7:30 pm with Nate & Teri Childers and Scott & Wendy
Hinkson. Our study is on Apologetics answering question Why are Christians so Hypocritical? Sunday, April 15th they will be seeing the movie I Can Only Imagine.
9th-12th Grade Guys from 6:00-8:00 pm on Sundays starting at Bethany Manse then head over to Aaron Hart’s
house with Aaron & Enoch Blackburn.
9th-12th Grade Girls from 6:00-8:00 pm at Bethany Manse with Cynthia Dembroski, Amanda Carl, and Allie
Smith. They are going through the series Christian by Andy Stanley.
April 8 @ 6 pm

Gutter Sundae- Fun, informational meeting for youth on trip.

April 29 @ 5 pm

First Team Meeting Registration forms, deposit, T-shirt sizes due.

THANK YOU to everyone who baked and bid on desserts last Sunday. We set
a new Dessert Auction record of $2,700. Our team members are: Jessie Cameron, Gabe Dembroski, Kim Lee, Carlene Murray, Hannah Schmid, Kelly Somora, Josh Wamboldt, Cynthia Dembroski, and Nate Childers.
Please bring in your M&M containers by next Sunday. To date we have raised over
$1,000 for the Belize team.

CLEAN-UP DAYS
The Belize team will be offering their muscles and strong back for those who would like an extra hand with their
Spring Cleaning. The teens and adults can help with yard work, picking up sticks, painting, mulching, or whatever you may need help with at your home. Any monetary donations received will go towards the Belize Mission
Trip in July.
Available dates (weather permitting): Saturday, April 21
Saturday, May 5
Please call the church office or see Nate Childers which of these two dates you would like the
team to help at your home and the type of project you’d like help with so that we may bring
any necessary tools.
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If you would like to attend the Young Life Banquet on Thursday, April 19 at the Grove
City Airport, please call the church office or e-mail nate@bethanymercer.org if you are
planning to go.
Our annual Pirates Game is Sunday, May 20th. Please turn in your money by Thursday, April
5 if you are planning on attending. Make checks out to “Bethany Church.” Transportation is
provided by a Watson Bus. We will leave right after the morning service at 11:30 am. Bring a
lunch or buy one at the ball park. Cost is $25 per ticket for any adult, student, or child with
adult. Call the church office or e-mail nate@bethanymercer.org if you are planning to go.

Work Week-at Wesley Woods is April 29-May 5.
We are organizing a group to go up at the beginning (Monday, April 30) and also the end (Saturday, May
5)of the week. Free overnight accommodations are also available and meals included. Please call the church
office or e-mail/call Nate if you are interested in attending.

Spring Cleaning “Week” & Yard Sale-May 14-19
Vacation Bible School- June 4-8
WV Trip- June 16-23
Summer Camp- July 15-20
Annual Planning Meeting- August 18
Church Picnic- August 26
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Prayer Chain: gloriaj@zoominternet.net
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to Equip, to
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