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B e t h a ny P r e s by t e r i a n C h u r c h

From the Desk of Pastor Peter
Imagine that you are invited to a forum of people representing world
religions. You are there representing Christianity. It sounds like a daunting
task doesn’t it? But as you begin to discuss your beliefs, you are surprised
to find many interesting similarities. You find that you can pray together for
world peace. You agree on many issues of morality. But when you break
out the bread and wine, you and your companions find that this is something
for which they have no point of comparison. You discover that it is the sacrifice that Jesus made, a sacrifice which made possible a new covenant, a
new relationship between God and people that separates you from the other
delegates.
Can you remember a great TV show called, “Touched By An Angel”?
It was a drama series that premiered on CBS on September 21, 1994 and
ran for 211 episodes and nine seasons until its conclusion on April 27, 2003.
The series stars Roma Downey, as an angel named Monica, and Della
Reese, as her supervisor Tess. Throughout the series, Monica is tasked with
bringing guidance and messages from God to various people who are at a
crossroads in their lives.
There was one particular episode in which a stranger moves into a
town and suddenly bad and evil things were inflicted on the town and its residents. Eventually you discovered that this stranger was a male human anthropomorphic of the devil. If you remembered the episode, you may have
been as surprised as I was to see that the devil was defeated as a group of
people gathered together and broke bread! I believe this was a direct (if not
slightly veiled) reference to the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross where
He crushed Satan and the power of death. This is not the typical network
fare. Yet it was exciting to me to see this show which has focused on a very
non-specific, “safe” image of God suddenly take a very bold step and focus
that image to the God who revealed himself in Jesus Christ.
"'Where, O death, is your victory?
Where, O death, is your sting?'
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.
But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ."
I Corinthians 15:55-57
Christ’s sacrifice on our behalf is what defines us as Christians. It is
the reason we truly have cause to celebrate at this wonderful Easter season.
Happy Resurrection Day!
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HOLY WEEK WORSHIP ~ April 9 -16

Palm Sunday
The Choir will be doing a Cantata and Bethany children will
be singing at the 10:15 a.m.
service on April 9th. We look
forward to hearing them sing
and wave palm branches on this
great day of celebration.

Maundy Thursday
There will be a Maundy
Thursday Service of Communion here at Bethany on
April 13,
at 7:00 p.m.

Easter Brunch
Bethany's Easter Brunch will
be at 9:00 a.m. during the Sunday School Hour. Come and
celebrate the resurrection of
our Lord! Please bring a
breakfast casserole or baked
items to share. Juice and coffee
will be provided.

We all look forward to a joyous
Easter Sunday Worship at 10:15 a.m.
Our Choir will be singing. Pastor Peter will
be preaching. All are invited.
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Developing Our Relationship with God
“I rise before dawn and cry out for help; I put my hope in Your word. Psalm 119:147
As God’s children, through our faith in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, we can communicate with God all day long.
However, as His children we need much more than our short and random requests that we put before Him throughout
the day.
I believe that God desires for us to have a deep and abiding relationship with Him; one that can only be sustained
through ongoing and regular quiet times with Him.
Selwyn Hughes writes, “Those who say they can live in a state of prayer without stated times for prayer will probably
find themselves without both. Just as we cannot live in a state of physical nourishment without stated times for nourishment we can’t sustain our relationship with God without a set time of communicating with Him. The Good Shepherd
seeks daily to lead us, His sheep, to the “still waters” of His Word.”
“The quiet time creates an island of quiet with us, and that becomes the atmosphere of the day.”
I have found this to be true in my life. Since my recovery and surgery procedures from cancer, I have to drink over 60
ounces of water a day and when I don’t drink enough, every part of my body is dry and I don’t feel well. That is exactly
what happens to me when I don’t have regular quiet times with God, I feel dry and I don’t feel well spiritually, emotionally or physically. When God and I meet together on a regular basis, our relationship develops; it is not a religious ritual
but a place of calm and rest, where trust has been built, where thanksgiving is offered- all because of His faithfulness to
love and lead me.
May God help us to come to our quiet times with expectancy – expectancy that our weaknesses shall become our
strength, our doubts become faith, our fears become courage and our sins become redemption.
Praying with you,
Sue

BETHANY MEN SHOOTING EVENT
Join us for some fun and fellowship with some friendly competition on
Saturday April 29 10:00 am to 2:00 pm at Frank Carolas’ Camp (376 Parker Road, Columbus, PA)
There will be stations for clay targets, 22 rifle shooting, and cross bow. No experience necessary - we will
give hands on instruction for any beginners. Guns, shells and lunch will be provided. A pond will also be
available for fishing for those that want to wet a line after the event.
Cost is $10 per person to cover shells, targets, and lunch. Please bring your own hearing protection, camp
chairs and safety glasses if you have them. If, not we will have some to share. Also bring boots as it may get
a little muddy.
This is approximately 90 minutes from Mercer, so carpooling is encouraged. Mark your attendance card or
sign-up at the Welcome Center to help with planning. If you have any questions, please contact Frank Carolas at 412 443 4355.

SHARE THE JOY OF SINGING GOD’S PRAISES
By attending the 7th Annual Old-Fashioned Hymn
Sing at Trinity Presbyterian Church on Sunday, May
7th at 3:00 p.m. Make this celebration special by
coming and bringing a friend or family member. Mercer Music Club invites you to join with others in the
Mercer area to raise our voices in praise and joy while
singing hymns old and new.
Rejoice and sing with us on this special evening. Save the date of May 7.
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My Ladies...Fallen Angels
We will be continuing our Bible Study which will be meeting on Tuesday, April 4 and April 18. We will be meeting in the rear of Carson Chapel at 10:00 with our studying concluding by 11:15 A.M. We will be studying the
fallen angels as depicted in the Old and New Testaments. This Bible Study is open to all widow.

SHOWERS OF BLESSINGS. . .BETHANY PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S
SPRING BRUNCH
On Saturday morning, April 22 in the Social Hall of the Church, the Bethany Presbyterian Women’s group will be sponsoring
its Spring Brunch with the theme, “Showers of Blessings.” If you have felt blessed by God, this is the place you should be.
We promise you a great time of fellowship, relaxation, a few fun games, really good food and the opportunity to win one of
our always popular gift baskets (which everyone has a chance to win).
Our menu will include a hot sandwich, assorted jello salads, and a variety of delicious cupcakes. How much does this cost—
there really is such a thing as a free lunch! There won’t even be any collections.
If you would like to donate a basket for our giveaway, please call the church office, Nancy Ollinger-Thiess at 724 662-3986,
bring it to the office anytime, or bring it on that Saturday morning. It can be any theme you chose. . .large or small. . .we love
them all.
This fun-filled Brunch is open to all members and friends of Bethany and is a community outreach. Invite a friend. . .invite a
neighbor. . .invite a co-worker. . .invite someone who has been visiting Bethany. We do need to know how many will be in
attendance, so please call the church office (724 662-4340) and let us know the number attending. We feel you will be truly
blessed by these two hours together.

Fun and Fellowship We are Getting Ready
Our Fun and Fellowship group will be meeting on Monday, April 17 at 7:00 p.m. in the Lindsey Room. This month’s meeting will be a busy one since we will making final plans for the Spring Brunch. Our major project will be the creation of our
favors, but there still will be plenty of time to chat, laugh, enjoy each other’s company and enjoy refreshments provided by
Rita Thompson. All women are invited and you can come as often as you wish. Why not join us?

Enjoy Dinner Out
The Mercer Chamber of Commerce (of which Bethany Church is a member) is sponsoring its annual spring
event, “A Taste of Mercer County,” to be held on Thursday, April 27 from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m. at the Mercer County Career Center. This event offers you a variety of delicious foods and desserts provided by local businesses.
You can graze from serving table to serving table, get your samples and then sit and enjoy your selections (and see
which ones you want to have seconds). Best of all you can go back and get more seconds or even thirds of those
samples you really like. You can enjoy the leisurely evening of eating and seeing people you haven’t seen for the
longest time.
Although tickets are available at the Chamber office on North Diamond Street or at the door the evening of the
event, discounted tickets ($10—yes, that’s right) are available from Nancy Ollinger-Thiess. If you want tickets,
please contact Nancy at 724 662-3986. This tickets entitles you to all the samples you can eat on the premises and
non-alcoholic beverages. There will be a Chinese Auction for those who wish to participate, but there is no obligation to do so. Excellent, well-lit parking is available at the rear. This is a wonderful way to support the local
community, have a delicious dinner out, and network with others from the Mercer area.
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From the Desk of Mr. Nate,
Sunday, April 9 will be our last week of youth small groups and we are celebrating by going
to the Slippery Rock Rec. Center from 4:00-8:30 pm for pizza, rock climbing, swimming and
open gym. Cost is $10. While we eat pizza, guest speaker Andrew Stauffer, campus director
of CCO in YSU, will be sharing with us about following Christ after high school.

Attention: High School- Want to go on a road trip to visit Wesley Woods our
new summer camp? On Monday, April 17 (Easter Monday) from 11:30 am-5:00 pm
we are going to have lunch and horseback riding at Wesley Woods. Cost is $20 ($10
off regular price for horses plus free lunch). Wear long pants, closed toe shoes, and
other weather appropriate clothes. Space is limited so see Nate C. if you want to go.

April 13- On Thursday at 6:30 am only will we be having our monthly
Prayer Meeting for Youth. We love to see you out (any age) as we
pray by name for our youth from crib to college.

...continues its eighth year on Tuesdays, April 4 and 11 from about 3-6 pm. If
you are able to volunteer, contact myself or Nancy Thompson. You can also
partner with us with cookies and in prayer for the week.

VBS is June 5-9. Register kids and student volunteers for VBS at
www.bethanyvbs.org!

A Preschool Director/Teacher is needed for Vacation Bible School (June 5-9). You will also have a crew of
adult and student volunteers to help. Craft leaders are also needed for preschool and older elementary.
If you are interested in these positions, please contact me (Nate).

Our 2017 Senior Class Trip (Aug. 5-12) To Jamaica Team includes:
Rachel Bish, Abby Grabigel, Ryan McQuown, Paige Gressly,
Grace Ruhlman, Ryan Peck, Brittany Watson, Alex Denny
(Big Bend UMC), Leah Fuge (Chapel), Nate Childers, Sharon Ketterer, Laurie Ruhlman, and Peter Dembroski.
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Don’t miss out on the fun and the dessert!! Whose cake,
pie, or other baked treat will receive the highest bid?
Sunday, April 9 is Palm Sunday, the choir’s Easter Cantata, and
our last Lenten Lunch.
We will be having a “Dessert Auction” to raise funds for the 2017 Senior Class Mission Trip to Jamaica.
Be thinking of what cake, pie, or other dessert items that you want to submit for auction or whose dessert
you want to win.
If you plan to participate, please sign up at the Welcome Center or on your Attendance
Card.
Spring Service Day(s)—Call Dale McQuown to schedule a time for yard work, spring
cleaning, or moving help.
July 16-21, 2017 is this year’s date for summer camp for youth who
finished 3rd-12th grade. Cost is $325 minus applicable discounts. Register by May 1st to get the $50 early bird discount!
Scholarships are available for those who have financial need.
Online registration is at www.bethanysummercamp.org and health form registration with Wesley Woods is
at www.camphealthform.net. Call us if you need help at 724-662-4340.
Highlights include Capture the Flag, Water Slide, Bear Hunt (formerly “Counselor Hunt’), Bedlam, Skit
Night, Gaga Ball, 9 Square in the Air, Heated Pool, Showers in the cabins, music, speakers, and 6 O’clock
News with college age and older counselors.
Junior Camp (completed 3rd-6th grade) includes the above activities, plus ponies, challenge course, Gaga Ball, and more.
Nikes Camp (middle school) includes the above highlights, plus your own location, Adirondack cabins,
canoeing, Zip line, Survivor, visit Frosty Jack’s, group service project, optional horseback riding (extra
cost), and more.
High School Camp (completed 9th-12th grade) includes the above highlights and discounts up to $150.
High school camp activities include rock climbing, survivor, air soft, high ropes, breakouts, optional
horseback riding and zip line (extra costs).
High school campers have three options for the week: 1) Camp fun and friends, 2) Camp fun and friends
plus volunteer 2-3 times for a five hour morning or evening block with a Junior Camp counselor and campers, 3) Volunteer the whole week with a Junior Camp counselor and campers sleeping in their cabin. Seniority will be given to upperclassmen. Call church office at 724-662-4340 if you are interested in being a high
school counselor for more information and requirements.

Our first team meeting for the 2017 WV Trip for high school
(9th-12th grade) students and adults will be on Sunday, April
23 at 6 pm in the Social Room.
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We’re here

TO:

Current Resident

to Exalt,
to Encourage,
to Equip, to

LOOKING AHEAD….
High School Wesley Woods Trip - April 17 (horseback
riding)
Bethany Women’s Brunch- April 22~ 10 a.m. -12
April 29- Day at Frank Carolas' Camp
Cost $10 for lunch, shells, and clays.
Men, fathers, and sons invited.
Work Week at Wesley Woods- May 1-5
Hymn Sing @ Trinity Church - May 7th
Vacation Bible School- June 5-9
WV Trip- June 17-24 (high school students, adults, families)
Padres vs. Pirates- August 6 **New Date**
Church Picnic at Camp Nazareth- August 27

