
What is a Jesse 
Tree? 

 

If you are like me you may not have 

heard of a Jesse tree before. Sure 

I’ve heard of an advent calendar and 

in my searching to find an advent 

printable suitable for our church 

family I stumbled across this! 

 

The Jesse tree is a sort of advent tradition, based on the scripture in Isaiah 11:1 “Out of a stump 

of David’s family will grow a shoot.” It starts with “In the beginning” – the story of how Jesus is 

connected from creation to cradle. It points to scripture every day of the month, to take your 

family on a journey of centering your hearts and homes on the meaning of the season. This is 

the family tree of Jesus – with stories tracing back to His great-great-great grandfather, all the 

way back to the beginning! I love what Ann Voskamp writes “And when you’re tracing that 

family tree of Jesus, guess what you find? People who were big cheaters, bad liars, weaselly 

sneakers, battling brothers, fighting families and all the beaten up and brokenhearted.” Some 

families feel like stumps instead of family trees, but God makes the impossible possible and out 

of that stump came new hope, new life and new freedom for everyone- Jesus! No one was 

expecting that! 

 

As you use this devotional and hang your ornaments as a family I encourage you to read, 

discuss and pray together. Carve out time to put each new ornament up each day. 

 

I pray your family will be strengthened and blessed as you spend time looking into the bible for 

the greatest gift ever given to us – Jesus! 

 

Prayers and Christmas Blessings to you and your family, 

 

Pastor Rachel 

 



December 1 – Redemption Plan - Isaiah 11:1-2, 10 

 
 

Jesus is the branch that grows from the lifeless stump of a 

world, sent by God to redeem what has been lost. 

Ask: Who in your life needs to know God loves them? 

Do: Make a prayer list for those less fortunate and pray for 

them this season 

December 2 – Creation - Genesis 1:1-5, 26-27 

 
 

Jesus was a part of the godhead from the beginning. It was 

always God’s plan to send His Son. We have been learning that 

we are created on purpose. 

Ask: What was special about the way God created humans? 

Do: Create something! Make a card for someone to show God 

loves them! 

December 3 – The Fall - Genesis 3:6-9 

 
 

God sought out Adam and Eve after they sinned. Today He is 

still seeking the lost. 

 

Ask: When you feel far from God, or like you’ve messed up, 

what does God do? 

Do: Bake some cookies or a treat and give them to someone 

you have fought with. 

 

December 4 – The Flood - Genesis 6:5-8, 9:11-13 

 
 

The waters that covered the earth cleansed it from its sin, but 

it was only temporary. Jesus’ blood washed away our sins – 

once and for all. 

Ask: Have you ever felt like you were in a flood? How has God 

held you up? 

Do: Make a donation to the food bank 



December 5 – The Promise Land - Genesis 12:1-7 

 
 

Through Abraham’s obedience God’s redemption plan begins 

to take place. The greatest blessing was born under the 

brightest star! 

Ask: What are things you are thankful for? 

Do: Go outside and make snow angels as you look up at the 

stars. Thank God for blessing you 

 

December 6 – A gift of Laughter - Genesis 21:1-7 

 

God keeps his promises no matter how far fetched they may 

seem. The God who gave a son to a 90-year-old woman is the 

same God who gave His Son for us. 

Ask: When was the last time you had a big fizzy laugh? How 

did that feel? 

Do: Watch a funny Christmas Movie together 

December 7 – The Ram - Genesis 22:1-2, 6, 9-14 

 
 

Just like God provided a substitute for Isaac, He has 

provided a for us – the very Lamb of God who takes away 

the sin of the world. 

Ask: What would it look like to trust God with your whole 

heart today? 

Do: Donate some of your old items you no longer use 

December 8 – The Ladder - Genesis 28:10-16 

 
 

The ladder Jacob saw in his dream connected heaven and 

earth. Thousands of years later a wooden cross did the 

same. 

Ask: What does it mean that Jesus is a ladder for you? 

Do: Shovel someone’s driveway, sharing the good news 

that Jesus brings us up when we’ve fallen! 



December 9 – Joseph - Genesis 37:3-4, 50:15-20 

 
 

Joseph’s brothers sought to harm him – but God used it for 

good. The cross is the ultimate example of God creating good 

out of the evil plans of man. 

Ask: Share about a time God turned something bad into 

something good! 

Do: Make a colorful ornament or wrap a gift in colourful 

paper! 

December 10 – The Love Laws - Deuteronomy 5 

 
 

The commandments were given to us directly by God to show 

us just how much we need a Savior. 

Ask: Why do you think God gave us the 10 commandments? 

Do: Play Christmas Carols and dance! 

December 11 – Red Rope - Joshua 2:1, 8-9, 12- 18 

 
 

Through Rahab, God showed that he can use anyone in His 

redemption story. No one is beyond the reach of His saving 

arms. 

Ask: Have you ever seen God turn someone’s life completely 

around? 

Do: Find a way to decorate with red to remind you that Jesus 

is like a lifeline – a rope you can hold onto no matter what. 

December 12 – Ruth - Ruth 1:6-9, 16 

 
 

Boaz was the kinsman redeemer of two destitute and lost 

women. God is still in the business of redeeming the lost and 

doing miracles every day. 

Ask: What little miracles has God been doing around you 

that you may not have noticed? 

Do: Make a gingerbread house to remind you of the miracles 

that happen in your house. 

 



December 13 - David - 1 Sam 16:6-12; 2 Sam 5:1-5 

 

 

Once a shepherd, but now a King, David is the one God 

promises will have a descendent on the throne forever. Jesus 

Is that shepherd-king. 

Ask: Would you rather get a beautifully wrapped empty box 

or a wonderful gift in shabby wrapping? How is that like how 

we should see other people? 

Do:  Go caroling with your family and friends 

December 14 – A Light in the dark – Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 

 
 

Daniel prayed to the one true God, even though he knew it 

would mean punishment. God’s angels rescued Daniel 

Ask: What kind of bravery and trust in God do you think it 

takes to stand up for your faith? 

Do: Pray for someone out loud even if it makes you feel 

nervous. 

 

December 15 – Altar Fire - 1 Kings 18:18-24 

 
 

God is mighty and powerful. Someday all will bow down to 

the Son of God, just like the worshippers of Baal. 

Ask: How can you tell if something is a false god in your life? 

What are some Baals that have captured your heart? 

Do: Write your idols on slips of paper and crumple them into 

a fireplace (or garbage). 

December 16 – Jonah - Jonah 1:1-3, 17; 2:10; 3:13 

 

 

There is no sin that God can’t forgive. God is the God of 

second chances. 

 

Ask: How would you describe a miracle? Do you think 

miracles still happen today? 

Do: Have a family game night and make hot cocoa. 



 

December 17 – Bethlehem – Micah 5:2-5 

 
 

The insignificant town of Bethlehem becomes the birthplace 

of the King of Kings. God loves taking something small and 

making it great. 

Ask:  Why do you think Jesus was born in a small, 

insignificant town? 

Do: Make a snowman on your lawn or make something 

special for someone. 

December 18 – Esther - Esther 4:10-16 

 
 

Mordecai knew that deliverance for his people was sure. 

Esther helped deliver them for a time, but Jesus delivers us 

for all eternity. 

Ask: Do you think Esther was brave? Why or why not? 

Do: Bake Christmas cookies and deliver them to someone. 

Share God loves that God loves them – be brave like Esther! 

December 19 - Prophets – Habakkuk 2:1; 3:17-19 

 
 

Even in the hard times we can rejoice and sing praises to 

God. Habakkuk was a prophet 

Ask: What helps you get through sad times? 

Do:  Make a “grateful jar.” Write down things you are 

thankful for and put them in the jar to remind you of the 

good things you have. 

December 20 – Silent- Luke 1:6-8, 11-17 

 
 

After 400 years of silence, God is ready to speak – even if 

Zechariah cannot. The name Zechariah means “God 

remembers,” but I’m sure he sometimes felt God had 

forgotten him. 

Ask: Have you ever felt like God has forgotten you? 

Do: Sing a carol or song that reminds you of the miracle of 

Christmas. 



December 21 – John the Baptist – Matthew 3:1-3 

 
 

John would prepare the hearts of the people to follow Jesus. 

It was almost time for His arrival on the scene, the story of 

redemption had started! 

Ask: How do you act when you are excited about 

something? 

Do: Go sledding with your family! 

 

December 22 – An Angel Appears - Luke 1:26-38 

 
 

The angel announces that our redeemer is finally coming! 

Mary opened her hands and her heart and said yes to 

whatever God wanted to give her. 

Ask: What do you need to say yes to God about? 

Do: Take time to have family devotions in the busy season 

December 23 - A Chosen Name - Matthew 1:20-23 

 
 

An unexpected visit from an angel to inform Joseph that the 

baby was fully God and fully man, not to have a name of any of 

the others that had come before, but to have a name that 

means “The Lord saves.” 

Ask: Why do you think Jesus’ name has that meaning? 

Do: Make an ornament with your family’s names on it and look 

up each name meaning. 

December 24: Manger - Luke 2:1-7 

 
 

Jesus didn’t enter the world in a royal palace but in a stinky, dirty 

pile of straw. Jesus comes to meet us in the stinky mess of our sin 

too. Jesus always wants to be with you. 

Ask: Have you ever struggled with accepting God’s love? 

Do: Write a special thank you note to Jesus. 

 



December 25 – The King is Born - Luke 2:6-21 

 

Our Redeemer is Born! The greatest gift ever given was given 

for you! As you share gifts with your family and friends take 

time to read together the story of Jesus’ birth. 

Ask: What do you think it means that Jesus is the greatest gift? 

How can you unwrap more of Him this coming year? 

Do: Sing carols and share the warmth and love of Jesus with 

your family and friends this joyful Christmas day! 

All material was adapted from www.rca.org and Ann Voskamp’s book “The Jesse Tree.” 

 

We hope we see you at our December 22 

Celebration Sunday! 

 

Wear an Ugly (or not-so-ugly) Christmas Sweater 

Get a family picture at our photobooth 

Bring in a PLATED and NUT FREE treat to share 

Enjoy an interactive and fun service! 

Want to be involved? 

We are looking to involve our young people on Dec 22. Would you like to greet at 

the door? Collect the offering? Be on the stage with the worship team? Use the 

flags in worship? Don’t hesitate to sign up for some of the great things we have 

happening at the church (open to all ages). 

http://www.rca.org/

