
 
 
2‐10‐17 
 
Parents! 
 

We have some really neat things coming up that I wanted to make sure to highlight for you.  
First off on Sun Feb 26 at 8:30am in the Youth Room we will be having a time for a conversation 
with parents and youth leaders.  There are several reasons we want to have this conversation, and 
we very excited about this time!  Last week we had a youth leader appreciation and training day 
and we came away with several good ideas, some that we want to share with you.  We want to take 
some time to hear from you as well, and find more ways that our youth leaders can encourage and 
support you as you raise teenagers!  We have also been hearing some common themes from the 
teenagers at Salem about what they are experiencing and feeling that we want to share with you so 
we brainstorm ways that we can help each other navigate those feelings and experiences well.  We 
think it will be a valuable time for everyone!  And I’ll bring donuts and juice, and I’m sure I can find 
someone to make coffee too ;) 
 

Another neat opportunity for parents is coming up during Lent this year.  After each youth‐
led Lent service, the youth go downstairs to plan the next week and have some time in their small 
groups before leaving at our regular time or 9:00pm.  While they are doing that, Pastor Marlene will 
be leading a discussion time upstairs focusing on the scripture from the service along with 
processing and discussing what was just shared in the sermon.  I am beyond excited for this 
opportunity! 
 
  I hope you can join us on Sunday March 5th for Celebrate Youth Sunday.  Youth will be leading 
worship at both services, and in place of the sermon they will be sharing about what God has been 
doing in their lives.  Between services youth will be serving caramel rolls in the Great Hall as a way 
to say thank you to the congregation for their support! 
 

Lastly, please make sure to read everything in this mailing as there is a TON of info on 
upcoming events, along with information on our summer trips and the upcoming deadlines for 
those.  As always, if you have ANY questions please send me an email, Facebook message, or call 
me. 
 
In Christ, 
 
 
Eric Blake 
Director of Youth Ministries 
eric@salemstcloud.org 

  



Parents please read! 
 

Did you know that summer camps and retreats are listed as the most influential times in a youth’s faith 
development according to numerous studies?  Youth who make commitments for Christ by their 9th 
grade year are 80% more likely to stay active in their faith and church for life.  These opportunities are 
VITAL.  We work hard to make memories that last a lifetime, to build lasting, meaningful relationships 
and friendships, to focus on growing closer to Christ in their lives, while of course having non-stop 
fun!  Please seriously consider sending your youth with us this summer and don’t let cost hold you 
back as scholarships (partial and full) and FUNdraisers are available. Friends are ALWAYS welcome, so 
also consider having your teen invite someone else to come with them!  Check out all of our summer 
trip information on this sheet, and let me know if you have ANY questions!  
 

FUNdraisers and Scholarships 
Scholarships (partial or full) are available to every  youth in need (regardless of if they are a 
member of Salem or not), all you need to do is talk with Eric. If you need one you’ll be asked to 
help out at a few FUNdraisers.  We will serve Easter Breakfast at church on Easter morning 
(April 16), and put on a spring Rummage Sale Sat April 29 (shifts will be April 27-29).  Please 
pay attention to the announcements as more information becomes available. 
 

Jr High Twelvestone Camp July 23-28 
 

Jr High Camp at its BEST!  This is our own Jr High Camp that we co-lead with a 
church from Maple Grove, and is unlike anything else we have seen.  This year we 
are at Lake Beauty Bible Camp near Long Prairie, MN.  This camp is a HUGE 
upgrade over our past years, and we expect camp to at least triple in size this 
summer.  Lake Beauty has quality food, a TON of optional activities (including a low 
and high ropes course, zip line, horseback riding, tubing on the lake, mud dodgeball 
pit, climbing wall, disc & foot golf courses, a mountain biking trail, and MUCH 
MUCH more)!   We’ll have fun all day long, get messy, play some CRAZY games, eat 
EXCELLENT food, worship God, grow deeper in your faith in Christ, and build 
awesome friendships! Cost is $275 with a non-refundable deposit of $75 due by Wed 
Mar 29th.  Late registrations are an extra $50 and are possible only as long as spots 
remain at the camp, so get your deposit in!  There will be a packet of forms sent out 
in early June for you to fill out and return. We’re SO excited for this summer and 
hope that you join us for a week of fun and growth! 

 
 



 

 Sr High Road Trip June 24-July 2 
This trip is a true adventure, you won’t know day to day where you 
are going or what you will be doing, just that you’ll serve others, have 
some fun, and share Christ’s love with others!  This trip will be life-
changing, you’ll travel across the country, experience new things, and 
the friendships you develop can last a lifetime!  Total cost this year is 
$275 with a $75 deposit due by Wed March 29th.  Spots are limited 
and available on a 1st come 1st serve basis.  We’ll be taking a coach 
bus which is quite expensive. There will be a planning meeting in 
early summer for youth and a parent meeting at the same time where 
we will share our itinerary and have you fill out forms. 
 

Sr High Leadership Quest 1&2 June 11-17 
This camp is open to Sr High Youth who have 
completed their sophomore year, who are 
passionate about Jesus, who have a desire for 
more leadership at church and in their lives, 
and who are willing to be stretched.  We work 
hard, play hard, and learn skills that you will draw on throughout your entire life.  If you are 
interested you need to talk with Eric NO LATER than Wed Feb 22nd to set up a meeting to discuss 
going and get more information on the camp.  Deposit of $75 due Wed Mar 1, total cost $300.  
LQ2 is also available to past campers (see Eric). 

ALSO WATCH FOR: 
      
     

Wed Feb 22nd.  
We leave EARLY at 6:30 

and return about 9:00. This 
year the BLOB is Identity 
Theft, We are bringing in 
former Minnesota Vikings 

player, Anthony Bass! 
BLOBs are all-city youth 

where several area churches 
get together as a larger 

body of Christ. Each one is 
different. Waywalkers are 

expected to attend! 

BLOB!! 
Lent services start on Wed 
Mar 1 with a traditional 
Ash Wednesday service. 

The following 5 weeks will 
be led entirely by our 

youth, including the sermon 
around this year’s theme 
“Give it Up!”. NEW this 
year Pastor Marlene will 

meet with parents and other 
adults after the service until 
9:00 to discuss the text for 

the night. 

Join us Sun, Feb 26th at 
8:30am in the Youth Room. 

This will be a time of 
encouragement and learning 
how the youth leaders and 

parents can partner together 
more effectively to meet the 
needs of our teens. We will 

also talk a bit about our 
summer trips. Donuts and 

juice will be served! 

LENT PARENT & 
YOUTH LEADER 
CONVERSATION 


