
Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost                         8:30am                                  September 13, 2020 
 

(P=Pastor/Presider   C=Congregation   * Congregation Stands   ELW= Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnal 
OT=Old Testament   NT= New Testament)  CCLI #791387 
 

 

PRELUDE                   “To God Be the Glory, O Sing to the Lord”                      Jason Krug 
                                               Hallelujah Handbells Ensemble  
  
LITANY FOR FORGIVING OTHERS  
 

God, it is our nature to keep record of wrongs.  It is your nature to forgive.  
We tend to let wounds fester.  You offer light, air, and healing.  
We tend to get stuck in bitterness and pain.  You embody freedom.  
 

Come now, into the places where our hearts have been wounded,  
Where we have been betrayed or abandoned, Or disrespected,  Or overlooked,  
Or kicked while we’re down, Or stolen from,  Or slandered,  Or misunderstood.  
 

Come now, into the dark parts of us that want revenge, That want to grind axes,  
That want our enemies to suffer, That want to keep a list of grievances,  
That want to prove how strong we are, That want to defend ourselves.  
Replace our pride and bitterness With superhuman love.  
 

This is hard work for us: Becoming like you, Turning the other cheek,  
Making ourselves vulnerable. It’s why we need you so much. 
 

We need you to move mountains for us: Mountains of pain and resentment.  
 

Strength, wholeness, and redemption, Life, peace, and resurrection  
Are in forgiveness; And in forgiving, we are forgiven. Amen  
 

        (Pratt, Fran. Call and Response: Litanies for Congregational Prayer (p. 29). Kindle Edition.) 
 
GATHERING SONG ELW # 867  “In Thee Is Gladness”  vs 1,2 
GREETING   
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.   C: And also with you. 
 
KYRIE  
P:   In peace, let us pray to the Lord.    C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 
      for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.    C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray 
      to the Lord.    C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:   Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  C:  Amen. 
 
* CANTICLE OF PRAISE   
P:  Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
 

C:  Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you 
for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of 
the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone 
are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in 
the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
* PRAYER OF THE DAY  (in unison)  
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone 
with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  Amen. 
 
ANTHEM                                         “Sonata No. 3: "Adagio"                            G. F. Handel  
                                                               Laura Dahl, violin 
 



FIRST LESSON   Genesis 50:15-21 
 
PSALM 103:[1-7] 8-13  (read responsively) 
 

1Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name. 
 2Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all God’s benefits— 
 
3who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases; 
 4who redeems your life| from the grave and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy 
 
5who satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s. 
 6O LORD, you provide vindication and justice for all who are oppressed. 
 

7You made known your ways to Moses and your works to the children of Israel. 
  8LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast  
      love;  
 

9you will not always accuse us, nor will you keep your anger forever. 
 10You have not dealt with us according to our sins, nor repaid us according to our  
       iniquities. 
 

11For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is your steadfast love for those who fear 
   you. 
 12As far as the east is from the west, so far have you removed our transgressions from  
       us. 
 

13As a father has compassion for his children, so you have compassion for those who fear you, 
   O LORD.  
 
SECOND LESSON  Romans 14:1-12   
  

        L:  This is the Word of the Lord.    C:  Thanks be to God! 
 

* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 18th chapter.  C: Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
* THE GOSPEL  Matthew 18:21-35 
 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord.    C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                                                                                                   Pastor Tim Routh 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW # 359   “Where Charity and Love Prevail” vs 1,3,4 
 
* APOSTLES’ CREED (in unison)  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   P:  Lord, in your mercy, C:  hear our prayer.  
 
PEACE    P:  The peace of Christ be with you always.  C:  And also with you. 
 
TITHES & OFFERINGS                     “This is My Song”                               Jason Krug 
                                                  Hallelujah Handbells Ensemble  
 
OFFERTORY HYMN ELW # 482  “I Come with Joy” vs 1,4 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole creation. Turn 
our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on 
the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER  (in unison)  

  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will  
 be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
 us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

 glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 



 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
BLESSING  
 
DISMISSAL  Go in peace. Christ is with you.  Thanks be to God. 
 
SENDING SONG ELW # 665   “Rise, Shine, You People” vs 1,3,4 
 

POSTLUDE                          “In Thee is Gladness’                                Johann Sebastian Bach        
 

 

 
Next Sunday’s Lessons:  1st Lesson: Johan 3:10—4:11; 2nd Lesson: Philippians 1:21-30; 

                                       Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32 
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