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From our Salem Family 

We are thankful…We are grateful... 

 

 

 

 

We are grateful for so much 

that brings us comfort and 

hope--the promise of Easter, 

our family and friends, spring, 

flowers, music and more. 

 

 I am thankful for sunshine, 

health, cooking food at home 

together, cheap gas, long 

drives, Sunday breakfast, 

outdoor walks, and virtual 

meet-ups with friends. 

 

We are thankful for being able 

to take long walks in beautiful 

places where we can appreciate 

the rebirth of God’s creation! 

 

I'm thankful to be getting along 

with the person I'm stuck with!  

 

We are so thankful to be living 

in Gov. Walz's state with his 

studied and humane leadership. 

 

We are thankful for a beautiful 

healthy new granddaughter and 

the beautiful weather of late. 

And the little bunnies eating 

our grass and songs of the 

returning birds.  

 

We are thankful for family 

members who have recovered 

from the virus. 

 

We are thankful for all those 

health care workers. 

 

I am grateful my son is here 

and that I am healing well.  

 

 

 

 

 

We are thankful for the power 

of prayer and God’s Love in 

answering prayers 

 

I am thankful for the daffodils, 

tulips and all the other green 

growing things in my flower 

gardens.  Some days it seems 

like they are the only thing that 

is going as expected. 
 

I am thankful that none of my 

family is sick and there are 

woods within walking distance 

that I get to explore over and 

over again. 

 

I am thankful that Zoom 

classes are almost over for the 

semester, and WE are thankful 

for each other, and beautiful 

spring weather to get out and 

enjoy.  Plus we have made 

some great meals together. 

 

We are thankful for those 

involved in providing a weekly 

worship service on the radio 

and other worship related 

material on the Salem website. 

 

We are thankful for all the 

people who are stepping 

forward to help others; 

especially medical care staff. 

 

I am thankful for warm 

weather, spring growth, good 

health of self and many others, 

church services online and on 

radio, and the leadership of 

Governor Walz. 

 

 

Seeing blooming flowers is a 

positive thing to see every 

time I get word that one more 

thing has been cancelled.   

 

I am thankful that God is with 

us and he hears our prayers. 

 

I am grateful how the Lord 

provides strength and courage 

to the medical workers and 

others to help the victims of 

Covid 19.  On March 25, 

2020, my devotion was Isaiah 

26:20 - the verse was so 

current with the events that 

day. Amazing. 

 

During this stay at home time, 

we are thankful to have a new 

tv to watch (the other one was 

from the ‘80s). 

 

I am thankful for the 

opportunity to get work done 

around the house.   

 

I am thankful that it is finally 

spring and that the winter was 

mild. 

 

I am thankful for all the caring 

I see people show to each 

other, and the unselfishness 

you see.  

 

I am thankful for the spring 

weather and the beautiful signs 

of spring. 

 

I am thankful for the love and 

support of friends & family.    

 

 

Our Mission  

Is  

Making 

Jesus 

Known! 

 

 
 

 

  Marks of  

  Discipleship 
 

  I will strive  

  to… 
  

  Read   

  scripture 

  daily 
 

  Pray daily 
 

  Worship        

  weekly 
 

  Serve in  

  ministry at  

  Salem 
 

  Serve in  

  outreach 

  beyond  

  Salem 
 

  Tithe (10%)  

  of my   

  financial 

  resources 
 

  Lead others  

  To Jesus  



 

 
 

A Word from the Pastor:   

Easter blessings in a strange time. 
 

Happy Easter everyone! 

 

I wanted to give you some scripture texts and 

prayers for reference as we go through this 

pandemic together.  This prayer I have been using 

since Holy Week: “Lord Christ, you came into the 

world as one of us, and suffered as we do. As we go 

through the trials of life, help us to realize that you 

are with us at all times and in all things; that we 

have no secrets from you; and that your loving 

grace enfolds us for eternity. In the security of your 

embrace we pray.  Amen.”   

 

I try to combine my prayers and scripture reading so 

as a reference Psalm 13:   

How long, O LORD? Will you forget me forever? 

 How long will you hide your face from me? 

 
2
How long must I bear pain in my soul, 

 and have sorrow in my heart all day long?  
5
But I trusted in your steadfast love; 

 my heart shall rejoice in your salvation. 

 
6
I will sing to the LORD, 

 because he has dealt bountifully with me. 

 

How long will this go on?  How long must we bear 

with this disaster?  Human cries are heard from so 

many as we remind ourselves of God’s steadfast 

love.  Scripture reminds us to remember what God 

has done in the past and what God is doing in Jesus.   

 

Another scripture text from 1 Peter 5:6-10: 

“Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty 

hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due 

time. 
7
Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares 

for you. 
8
Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a 

roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, 

looking for someone to devour. 
9
Resist him, 

steadfast in your faith, for you know that your  

brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing 

the same kinds of suffering. 
10

And after you have 

suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who 

has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will 

himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish 

you.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There has been some humbling during this time.  

We cannot fix all of this on our own.  There has 

been anxiety and questions.   

 

We hear in this passage that others, our brothers and 

sisters, are going through similar trials.  And that 

God “will restore, support, strengthen, and establish 

you.”  Amen to that!   

 

I close with this prayer from Thomas à Kempis:  
 

“Write your blessed name, O Lord, upon my heart, 

there to remain so indelibly graven that no 

prosperity, no adversity, shall ever move me from 

your love. Be to me a strong tower of defense, a 

comforter in tribulation, a deliverer in distress, a 

very present help in trouble, and a guide to heaven 

through the many temptations and dangers of this 

life.  Amen.” 

 

God be with you! 

 

Pastor Timothy Routh 

4
th

 Week of Easter 

 
PS:  Please join me in sending cards to our Property 

Manager Earl Kothman as he begins his retirement 

at the end of May.   

 
PSS:  I am actively working on plans for the 

congregation to receive the Lord’s Supper.  Expect 

an email. Website, and Facebook post with more 

details.   

 
**  Thank you for all the spiritual, emotional, and 

financial support you have given during this time.  

It has made a tremendous difference!  

 

If you are in need,  please let Deb A., Viv, or me 

know.  PT 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chris Ann Johnson and Michael Zellgert 

provided music for our radio broadcast.  

 

You are invited to join us for Sunday worship at 

8:30am on radio station WMIN 1010 AM or 

101.1 FM. ** Live streaming at 

www.uptown1010.com 

 

 

 

Palm Sunday

From Pete Erickson, Interim Youth Director 

 

SLC Lunch Bunch - Every Wednesday at Noon: 
 

All Salem Youth are invited to observe a "sabbath" 

in the middle of the day to engage with their 

friends, play some games, and have devotional time. 

This happens via Zoom. Pete will continue to send 

Zoom links to families via email.  

 
Virtual Confirmation (7th-8th Grade)  

Continues Until May 13:  
 

Confirmation small group and large group will 

continue to happen via Zoom for 7th and 8th 

graders through May 13. Pete will communicate 

directly with families and leaders for links and 

information. 

 
Virtual Youth Events: 

 

The plan at this point is to schedule at least one 

event each month virtually and additional 

Wednesday night "Youth Group" Opportunities. 

Stay tuned for direct email from Pete with details. 

 
Examen Prayer Practice – 

Every Wednesday at 5:30pm: 
 

The Prayer of Examen is a regular practice that has 

5 steps: prayers for God to open us up to examine 

the grace in our day, prayers of thanks as we 

examine the day, looking back on the day and 

naming where we saw God, looking back on the day 

and naming where we fell short in our relationships 

with the world, our vocation and family, examining 

the day to coming - what are our hopes for 

tomorrow.  

 

This will be a 30 minute exercise each week. 

Depending on how many participate, we might put 

you in virtual small groups. THE WHOLE 

CONGREGATION IS INVITED TO 

PARTICIPATE IN THE PRAYER OF EXAMEN.  

 

Please send Pete Erickson (pete@salemstcloud.org) 

an email if you would like a link to the Zoom 

event.  

 

Hope to see you this coming Wednesday! 

 

 

http://www.uptown1010.com/
mailto:pete@salemstcloud.org


 

Salem Council Greeting 

 

As we all go through this “Stay at Home” period of time, I 

find myself much more thankful for technology (despite 

not being very good at it!).  It is integral in my work that I 

do at home and also important in keeping up with family 

and friends.   

 

I am grateful that I have been able to experience Lent 

services, messages from Pastor, and beautiful special 

music on Facebook.   

 

I miss being at Salem for Sunday Services, but am glad 

that the service on the Radio Broadcast comes through 

clear on AM 1010 or FM 101.1. I find that keeping that 

part of my routine for the week is good for me and my 

faith.   

 

Pastor Tim and Tom Speckhard have done a great job of 

leading the services each week.  Jodi Burling has provided 

Salem's Kids Worship opportunities throughFacebook that 

are great as well. If you have not visited the Salem Website 

there is a lot of information on programs available, forms 

and news letters and bulletins. I encourage you to check it 

out. 

 

Salem's Church Council has met through Zoom.  

It was not that long ago that we did not have such 

programs.   I am thankful for technology during this time. 

 

The Council has voted on a Call Committee to continue 

the process of finding staff to fill a role in Faith Formation 

Across All Ages.  Micah Stoeckel, Karla Meyers, Becky 

Williams, Mike LaFountaine, Joel Ampe, and Anna Lehto 

will be working on this process.  Thanks to all of them for 

their gifts and willingness to participate in this way. 

 

The Council is continuing work on the East Side Story, 

currently reviewing options for a Coffee Bar and Welcome 

Center we hope to enjoy sometime in the future.  We look 

forward to spending time with Salem neighbors through 

sharing our talents when our community is safe to do so 

 

Our finances look good right now.  It is a blessing that our 

mortgage was paid off.   There are many churches who 

have struggled with how to pay staff and pay their 

mortgages.  

Our finances look good right now.  It is a blessing that our 

mortgage was paid off.   There are many churches who 

have struggled with how to pay staff and pay their 

mortgages.  Thank you for the continued gifts you are 

giving to Salem.   

 

You may have received a call from a Council member or 

you will in the next month or so.  The call is meant to 

reach out and see how you are doing, and say hello to our 

Salem friends.  We all look forward to seeing you in 

person. 

 

I hope at this time you are well. Take care of yourself and 

remember God is with us all through this time.   

 

Remember to practice Social Distancing, wear a mask 

when you are out, wash your hands frequently and keep 

your hands away from your face.   

 

God's Blessings to you all.  Prayers for you and for all 

around the world.  If you have any questions for the 

council my email is kmstmart@charter.net 
 

Kathy St. Martin, Salem Church Council President 

 

 
With the COVID 19 situation we are uncertain how 

our on-going LWR Health Kits and our usual summer 

and fall LWR School kits collections will unfold.  We 

will update you as we know more.  Also, check the new 

LWR project on their website.  They are asking for masks 

for COVID 19 to be sent out around the world.   

 --  Pam Lundholm, Jackie Lutterman, Joyce Wilson 

 

 

Church Staff 

Senior Pastor                                      Pastor Tim Routh 

Interim Youth & Family Ministry             Pete Erickson 

Administrative Assistant                               Viv Kloskin 

Caring Ministry Coordinator                    Deb Anderson    

Children’s Ministry Coordinator                  Jodi Burling  

Director of Music & Worship                Tom Speckhard                                                            

Handbell Choirs                                             Lori Potter 

Finance Clerk                                           Tammy Sturm   

Property Manager                                     Earl Kothman 

Custodian                                             Eddy Setterholm 



 

 

From Tom Speckhard,  

Director of Music & Worship 

 

Hello Salem family.  First and foremost I must say that I 

miss all of you very much each and every Sunday morning 

and Wednesday evening.  I look forward to the day we can 

rehearse music and worship together.  

 

I am saddened to be away from you but my heart lifts from 

all the wonderful texts, Facebook messages and emails.  

So many of us are sharing humor, inspirational words, 

music and videos.   

 

God has made us such resilient creatures.  During this time 

of separation, we are working on new ways of 

communicating with one another to share the message of 

God’s love.   

 

I encourage you to keep checking in with Salem on 

Facebook and through our webpage.   At both sites you 

will be able to find copies of full 8:30 service, individual 

sermons, devotion, songs and stories.   

 

I especially wish to thank Dr. Charles Echols, Michael 

Zellgert, Mark Froland, Chris Ann Johnson, Patty Jensen, 

Marc Sanderson and Pete Berg.   We are blessed that these 

wonderful musicians have continued to offer their gifts.   

 

We are working each week to add new material and find 

better ways of organizing the materials we are bringing to 

you.  I am so very grateful for your kind patience as we 

learn in this strange time.  

 

For many of us music plays a large role in our 

experiencing God’s Love.  It is often music and art that 

opens up our stubborn hearts and allows us to experience a 

deeper understanding.   

 

Music can sum up the way that one is feeling in the 

moment or drive you on to new sensations.   It may move 

one to peace of mind or allow you to express agitation.   

All of which helps us to realize our longing to be closer to 

God though his creation.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are blessed at Salem to have so many talented 

musicians and I am looking forward to the day when we 

can all worship together.  For now, I am grateful that I can 

at least work with the small groups of musicians I have 

mentioned to express God’s Love.   

 

Unfortunately, Sanctuary Choir will not have regular 

rehearsals until this coming fall. Thank you for all the 

wonderful music you offered to the church this past year.  

If circumstances allow, in the summer we will have a 

single rehearsal and sing on that following Sunday.  I feel 

this would bring a much needed lift to our social and 

artistic spirits.   

Praise Team will start up again as soon as we have open 

services.   

 

It will be a very happy day when musicians and 

congregation are all able to make beautiful music together.  

I pray that all stay safe until then.   

 

 

 

Thank you from Lutheran Social Service:  On behalf of 

Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota (LSS) and those we 

serve, thank you for your recent gift of $2,333.  Your 

support affirms our vision that all people have the 

opportunity to live and work in community with full and 

abundant lives. 

 
In sympathy to the families of Salem members:  

 

+ John Mezera died April 23.  His funeral will be  

   held at a later date. 

 
+ Long time Salem member Barbara Ryan died in  

   Hutchinson on March 28. Cards can be sent to her  

   daughter, Cindi Lauer, 740 2nd Avenue SW,    

   Hutchinson, MN 55350. 



 

From Loir Potter, Handbell Director 

 

What an unbelievable spring we have had.  So many 

changes.  So many things missed.  And handbells, 

although not essential, is still loved and missed by many.    

 

Even though we have suspended handbell rehearsals and 

playing for worship this spring, there are many in the 

handbell world doing incredible things virtually.  I have 

shared several on Facebook.  Check them out if you can. 

 

The bells will be packed away and music filed for the time 

being, but I look forward to gathering together again, 

whenever that may be, for ringing, making music, but 

mostly for being with friends. 

 

One other thing missed this spring was highlighting our 

seniors.  This year we only have one senior, Andrew 

Theisen.  Like most others young ringers, he started 

ringing when he was in 4
th

 grade and continued on for nine 

years.  I wish you could have seen the last piece we were 

working on called “Milele.”  He and his two sidekicks, 

Brady and Ethan, were tearing up the 20 bass bells with 

their mallets.   

 

Andrew is planning to pursue higher education at the 

University of MN in Duluth.  Good luck to you Andrew.  

We will miss you and your kind spirit. 

 

  

 

Salem's Kids News from Jodi Burling, Children’s 

Ministry Coordinator 
 

Dear Families,  
 

Being apart is not easy! I miss our Sunday mornings, 

hearing about everyone's week, celebrating worship and 

just enjoying time together.  

 

I know that this time of distance learning is not always 

easy for your families, I pray you're able to find moments 

of joy in being together and have been able to adjust to 

your new normal. To help us stay connected, I've been 

creating weekly worship and story time videos. These 

bring me such joy, and are such a fun way for me to try 

and still feel connected to everyone! 

 

The videos are made available on Salem's Kids 

facebook page and emailed to families on the Salem's Kids 

list. Our worship video is also posted on the Salem website 

each week! I hope you are enjoying watching these 

together as much as I'm enjoying making them for you! 

 

Empowering Courageous Kids Weekly Worship 
Every Sunday at 9:30 am Bible Story, Activity, God 

Sightings, Celebrations, Prayer 

 

Story Time with Jodi, now on Thursdays at 7pm 
Story time videos will be shared on Salem's Kids 

Facebook page and on our website! 

______ 

 

Vacation Bible School 

 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the numerous events 

being cancelled, and health and safety of our kids and 

volunteers being a concern, our traditional VBS will be on 

hold for this year. However, that does not mean all is 

cancelled. There will continue to be opportunities for 

connections and fun throughout the summer for Salem's 

Kids. Please watch your email and Salem's Kids facebook 

page for up to date information.  
 



 

 

 

From Earl Kothman, Salem Property 

Manager…. 
 

These are difficult times! We can rest in God that He is in 

control and always has been - the same yesterday, today, 

and tomorrow.  I have been blessed in serving Salem 

Lutheran Church in St. Cloud in my retirement years.  

 

I have always enjoyed working in God's house and have 

given 100% the entire time of being your property 

manager here.  Many times this church has sustained me 

and my family.  We are appreciative!! 

 

After 22.5 years at Salem, I have made a personal decision 

to offer my resignation as property manager at this time.  I 

would like this to be effective as of June l, 2020.  My how 

time has flown by and the many changes since I started, 

and things will be different in our future, hopefully 

stronger, in the church and church family. 

 

It is time to enjoy my (2nd) retirement as long as I can! 

 

Thank you, Earl Kothman, Property Manager 

 
** Thank you Earl for your ministry and service at Salem.  

It is much appreciated.  For those who would like to send 

Earl a card, please do so care of Salem:  Earl Kothman % 

Salem Lutheran Church, 90 Riverside Drive SE, St. Cloud, 

MN 56304 

 
 
 



 

 

Birthdays May 9 – July 31  
 

Scott Ampe  5/9 

Jane Hennen   5/10 

Chris Ann Johnson  5/10 

Micah Stoeckel   5/10 

Anna Viere   5/11 

Lars Olson   5/12 

Cathy Jenniges  5/13 

Brandon Koester  5/14 

Jonathan Zellgert  5/14 

Ann Childs   5/15 

Haidako Wolfer  5/15 

Jan Hallan   5/16 

Karen Radi   5/16 

Lindsey Stoeckel  5/16 

Spencer Behrenbrinker  5/17 

Adam Burling   5/17 

Yvonne Hagberg  5/17 

Nicholas Theisen  5/17 

Suki Zellgert   5/17 

Mary Oehler   5/18 

Ray Pontinen   5/18 

McKenna Russell  5/18 

Jim Wheelock   5/18 

Patricia Jensen   5/19 

Chad Sheetz  5/19 

Fredrick Stenman  5/19 

Lloyd Tobiassen  5/19 

Joyce Wilson   5/19 

Susan Douma   5/20 

Charles Sell   5/20 

Brent Stoeckel   5/21 

Abigail Swanson  5/21 

Lucas Swanson   5/21 

Hailey Brambrink  5/22 

Jay Kothman   5/22 

Darlene Nastrom  5/22 

Aaron Palmquist  5/23 

Chris Schaefer   5/23 

Steve Wallace   5/24 

Tina Ferguson   5/25 

Molly Ninnemann  5/26 

Breanna Schuft   5/27 

Dolores Davis   5/28 

Steven Schwegman  5/28 

Louann Folkerts  5/29 

Paula Asplund   5/30 

Todd Litzau   5/30 

Charles O'Brien  5/30 

Dean Corrigan   5/31 

Anthony Farag   5/31 

Michele Freeman  5/31 

Zach Kobernusz  5/31 

Sharon Trisco   5/31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carla Gardner   6/2 

Lauren Palmquist 6/2 

Matthew Farag   6/4 

Mark Ditlevson  6/5 

Samuel Ringwald  6/6 

Richard Vig   6/6 

Susan Weber   6/6 

Helen Sundquist  6/7 

Melanie Guentzel  6/8 

Gerald Nelson  6/8 

Angel Rosa   6/8 

Allan Stowe   6/8 

Mick Terhaar   6/8 

Kathy Hagemeister  6/9 

Dale Leeb   6/9 

Marvin Pearson  6/9 

Micah Nelson  6/10 

Robin Rau   6/10 

Kevin O'Brien  6/11 

Amanda Yager   6/12 

William Jussila   6/13 

Janet Tilstra  6/13 

Adam Kawlewski  6/14 

Marcia Thompson  6/14 

Corey Wheelock 6/14 

Whitney Woidyla-Wood   6/14 

Charles Dombrovske 6/15 

Roger Doroff   6/15 

Lauren Hobday   6/15 

Linda Kozak   6/15 

Matt Pierson   6/16 

Mark Maetzold   6/18 

Kevin Johnson   6/20 

Braedyn Leeb   6/20 

Vicki Stoeckel   6/20 

Sara Backes   6/21 

Karen Fuglie   6/22 

Katrina Koenig   6/22 

Dan Weber   6/22 

Mylo Bjorkman  6/23 

Lucas Schuft   6/23 

Calvin Zinken   6/23 

Julia Czech   6/24 

Jane Leitzman   6/24 

Jerry Roering   6/24 

Heather Felderman  6/26 

David Russell   6/26 

Marvin Felderman  6/27 

Amy Gessner   6/27 

Roxanne Stunek  6/27 

Mark Wise   6/27 

Riley Midas   6/28 

Marilyn Lee   6/29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Leitzman  6/29 

Jett Thurston   6/29 

Audrey Anderson 6/30 

John Childs   6/30 

Lillian Epsky   6/30 

Wayne Anderson  7/1 

Noel McClintock  7/5 

Brian Myres   7/5 

Cody Brott   7/6 

Joyce Sukola   7/6 

Kelly Ninnemann  7/7 

Deb Campbell   7/8 

Jennifer Corrigan  7/8 

Juliet Brambrink  7/10 

Jacqueline Johnson  7/10 

Karl Johnson   7/12 

Anna Lehto   7/13 

Troy Gessner   7/14 

Chase Williams  7/14 

Lila Bergh   7/15 

Ethan Swanson   7/15 

Michael Lafountaine  7/16 

Leela Stoeckel   7/16 

Cody Trost   7/17 

Sally Koester   7/18 

Charlie Lindt   7/18 

Andrew Campbell  7/19 

Walter Erickson  7/19 

Russell Gerdes   7/19 

Richard Harjes  7/19 

Grant Sheetz   7/19 

Kayla Stoeckel   7/19 

Nick Brambrink  7/20 

Linda Nelson   7/20 

Deanna Erickson  7/21 

Ashton Gregory  7/21 

Suzanna Johnson  7/21 

Greg Nastrom   7/21 

Hunter Jokinen   7/22 

Travis Dombrovske 7/23 

Virginia Gerdes  7/23 

Sara Magwire   7/23 

Nicholas Sanderson  7/23 

Justin Wheelock  7/23 

Nancy Wallace   7/24 

John Schiel   7/25 

Matthew Corrigan  7/28 

Derek Edwards   7/28 

Judy Ampe   7/29 

Jane Munson   7/31 

Rebecca Rosa   7/31 

Daniel Street   7/31 
 
 
 
 


