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PALM SUNDAY, March 28, 8:30am + 10:30am 
 

  This week, the center of the church’s year, is one of striking contrasts: Jesus rides into   

  Jerusalem surrounded by shouts of glory, only to be left alone to die on the cross, abandoned  

  by even his closest friends. We enter this holy week thirsty for the completion of God’s  

  astonishing work.  

 

From Thursday night to Sunday morning, we gather with Christians around the  

world to celebrate the Triduum (Holy “Three Days”) of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY, April 1, 6:30pm Service  
 

  This evening we remember Christ’s last meal with his disciples, but the central focus is his   

  commandment that we live out the promise embodied in this meal. We are transformed by the  

  mercy we have received and carry it into the world. Departing worship in solemn silence, we  

  anticipate the coming days. 

 
GOOD FRIDAY, April 2, 6:30pm Service “The Way of the Cross” 

 

  On the second day of the Triduum life and death stand side by side. We gather in solemn  

  devotion at the foot of the cross, but always with the promise that the tree around which we  

  assemble is indeed a tree of life.  

 
HOLY SATURDAY, April 3, 10:00am Service of Mourning & Hope 

 

  To lament and mourn is giving public expression to our grief and the grieving process as a  

  community. As a nation we have lost over 500,000 friends, neighbors and loved-ones from 

  COVID-19. Millions have been affected in various other ways related to health, family, and  

  work. One year after the shutdowns started and on this Holy Saturday where Christ our Lord  

  was truly dead and buried, we offer this lamentation to God in honest grief and in hope of the  

  resurrection which Christ proclaimed to us before he died.  Join us to mourn and hope.  

 
EASTER SUNDAY, April 4, Christ is risen!! He is risen INDEED!! 

8:30am Classical + 10:30am Praise 
 

  Christ is risen! Jesus is alive, and God has swallowed up death forever. We gather: to  

  proclaim, witness, praise, and affirm the liberating reality of Christ’s death and resurrection.  

  In word and feast, we celebrate God’s unending love, and depart to share this good news with  

  all the world. Alleluia!
 

 

Our Mission  

Is  

Making 

Jesus 

Known! 
 

 
 

    Marks of  

  Discipleship 
 

  I will strive  

  to… 
  

  Read   

  scripture 

  daily 
 

  Pray daily 
 

  Worship        

  weekly 
 

  Serve in  

  ministry at  

  Salem 
 

  Serve in  

  outreach 

  beyond  

  Salem 
 

  Tithe (10%)  

  of my   

  financial 

  resources 
 

  Lead others  

  To Jesus  



 

Easter Season 2021 Theme: UNFINISHED. 
 

A Season of Mourning & Hope 
 

Dear Salem Siblings in Christ, 

 

In recent history, the origami crane has become a symbol of healing and hope.  In the 50 days of Easter, Salem 

will borrow this symbol from our Japanese siblings and make as many folded paper cranes as we are able.  

Could we make 1,000? As we fold, we will multiply hope and pray for healing.  Healing from this pandemic in 

all the ways we need: physically, socially, emotionally, communally, economically.  So much has been broken 

in this unforgiving year, let us walk into the hope of Christ this Easter season.   

 

In the gospel of Mark...the women walked into the garden of Jesus’ tomb mourning and ran out holding a hope 

they never could have imagined. Mark’s telling of the story leaves us wondering what happened next. So much 

so that historically, scribes have added two different endings to the original abrupt one, seemingly 

uncomfortable with the inevitable conclusion of the abrupt ending: that the running women didn’t tell anyone, 

so we must. We find ourselves holding mourning in one hand and hope in the other.  

 

As we begin to emerge from our year-long winter, the green shoots are just visible above last year’s grass.  We 

are simultaneously grateful for the privilege of so many vulnerable folks in our community who have received 

the vaccination, while holding, still, to the reality that so many of us under 65 are still unvaccinated and will 

need more outreach now than we may have ever done before.  

 

Along with the obvious prayers for COVID suffering, during this season where Asian-Americans are suffering 

from a 150% increase in hate crimes, let our crane-making be an act of solidarity with them and healing and 

hope for them as well.   

 

During this time when cancer diagnoses just seem to pour in, let this be our prayer for them.  When we are 

beginning to see the gimmer of economic recovery that will bring back jobs and financial stability to so many, 

let our prayers for healing be expansive. The world is in need of healing and hope. 

 

As we see Christ, the green blade, rise from death, we are seeing our community rise from a death of our own.  

The death of people we know and love, the death of so many familiar ways of doing things, the death of many 

months when we could not gather or connect in ways we wished.   

 

We see the green blades, we see the buds sprouting on the tips of the branches, we see the world becoming new 

again, for resurrection is here. 

 

Let us be resurrection people.  Those who mourn our losses honestly and embrace the hope that loss is the 

beginning of something new.  Ministry will look different this year; we are different than we were, death 

changes us.  And resurrection has the last word.  

 

Escape from the grave will embody itself in the cranes we make and display around the church. Make cranes at 

home and drop them off, or use one of the stations we will have set up at church before and after worship.   

 

There will also be different opportunities for you to reflect on what you mourn and what gives you hope.  

 

 

 



 

We start with the Holy Saturday Worship Service of Mourning & Hope at 10:00am April 3rd.  We mourn and 

hope in death the day before we give ourselves fully to the celebration of the Resurrection.  Our theme will be: 

Unfinished.  We are an unfinished people in an unfinished world, mourning even as we live in the hope of the 

resurrection.  

 

In the famous story about a child with cancer making 1,000 cranes, she died with only 641 made.  But what 

happened next was the punchline.  Cranes poured in from every corner of the world and were sent to her family 

as a show of solidarity, a gift of hope for healing for them.  Like the senbazuru of the little girl, we too are 

Unfinished.  But as it turns out, even in this reality, God’s love pours out through and to the neighbor. We may 

be unfinished, our congregation may be unfinished, but in the resurrection, God makes us complete.  Join us in 

worship to share the ways you are mourning and are given hope, in visualizing hope with cranes, and in all the 

ways we are re-emerging out of the tomb this season.  

 

God bless you in your mourning with healing and hope.  

 

Pastor Kirsten & Pastor Tim 

 

You Tube Video about Cranes in Japan: 

From a Lutheran Pastor from Japan working in Twin Cities 

Paper Cranes Inspire At Twin Cities Hospital - YouTube 

 

Folding directions:  

https://www.thesprucecrafts.com/easy-origami-crane-instructions-4082282 

 

Creative Commons Image from https://www.flickr.com/photos/dklein/75421804  

 

 

 
Church Staff 
 

Pastor Tim Routh    pastortim@salemstcloud.org 
 

Pastor  Kirsten Nelson Roenfeldt   pastorkirsten@salemstcloud.org 
 

Viv Kloskin Admin Assistant   viv@salemstcloud.org 
 

Deb Anderson  Caring Ministry Coordinator  deb@salemstcloud.org 
 

Jodi Johnson Children’s Ministry Coordinator  Jodi@salemstcloud.org  
 

Tom Speckhard  Director Music & Worship   tomspeck@salemstcloud.org      
 

Lori Potter Handbell Choirs                 
 

Kris Shover Finance Clerk  finance@salemstcloud.org 
 

Warren Cotch  Property Manager  warren@salemstcloud.org  
 

Eddy Setterholm  Custodian 
 

Dr. Charles Echols Principal Organist 
 

Mark Froland Organist 
 

Patty Jensen  Accompanist 

Sunday Worship Services 

 

The Sunday 8:30am and 10:30am 

services are in person.  They are also 

livestreamed. Please note there is a lag 

in start time on the live stream service 

when you view it.  

 

Connect through Salem’s website 

www.salemstcloud.org, Salem’s 

Facebook page, on our YouTube page.   

 

You can also listen to the 8:30 worship 

on the radio at 1010AM or 101.1FM 

and also through their website 

Uptown1010.com

.   
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Greetings from the Salem Council President, 

 

During this Lenten Season, I have reflected on the many sacrifices we have all made in the past year. Limited 

time with friends and family, not being able to attend church regularly and the differences in how we worship. 

Some of you have lost family or friends to COVID, some have been quite ill from COVID or experienced 

sadness, loneliness and grief. People’s jobs have been furloughed or ended or changed to remote work from 

home. It has been a challenge for many.  

 

Looking for positives during this year may seem hard, however, I see and hear of families spending more time 

together, household projects are being accomplished, some employers are finding more efficient ways of doing 

work, Salem has increased use of technology and provided more options for people to participate in worship.  

 

People are finding ways to support one another from health care providers to neighbors, friends and family . 

There are surely rainbows to remind us things will be better. Our rainbow of beautiful art made by Salem’s 

members is a great reminder of the beauty and meaning of hope for the future and our part in that. 

 

I was able to get my first COVID shot a week ago and get a second in early April. For me it gives me the 

opportunity to spend more time with family and friends with less risk. I will feel more comfortable being with 

groups at church. As more people are vaccinated and the Department of Health provides more direction, I look 

forward to being able to work with staff and the Council to update our COVID safety plan. It is our hope that 

more people will feel comfortable being in person, be it in small groups or in worship with continued safety 

protocols as needed. If you are wondering if you are eligible for a shot, call the Public Health Department in 

your County, or the MN Department of Health, even your own physician or clinic may have information for 

you. We respect that getting vaccinated is a personal choice. We look forward to being together again.  

 

The Council had a retreat on Saturday. The focus being communication. We worked on a Communication 

Covenant. We assessed how we feel Salem is doing with communication and found some variation to discuss 

further. We also worked further on some goals to improve communication internally and externally. These 

goals are continuing to be refined and some staff have already put in action. Shelby Next our Data base has 

many great options that will be helpful to groups and pastors and staff in reaching people, knowing their 

interests and having consistent ways to express what Salem is about. We are considering the approaches to 

know how to use this system as effectively as we can.  

 

You hopefully have received an email with a link to the church announcements. This is one of the methods to 

communicate and update information weekly. We discussed signage possibilities- the need to review how our 

building or grounds tells neighbors who we are. We have utilized post cards to neighbors for special events and 

those kinds of things should continue. More to come as we put some things into action over time. 

 

I love all of the church seasons, but really appreciate the lessons of Lent and Easter. This year’s sermons and 

youth messages centered on Covenants have been amazing. 

 

Have a Blessed Easter. I hope to see you soon. 

 

Kathy St Martin, Council President 

kmstmart@charter.net 
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Children and Family Ministry Update – March 2021 

 

In preparation for Jodi Johnson stepping down from her 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator position at the end of this 

school year, a Children’s Ministry Planning meeting was 

held on March 14th. In attendance were Jodi, our pastors, 

and 6 additional households of current parents and 

volunteers.  

 

Jodi shared what her position has looked like over the past 

years at Salem and what trends are happening in 

children’s ministry in other churches. Some trends shared 

included the idea of a children's church where all grades 

would worship and learn together, keeping the current format that is flexible in combining grades as needed and 

shifting the focus to more family worship opportunities.  

 

The pastors shared their vision of having the role begin to focus more on children and family ministry while 

continuing to keep our focus on intergenerational connections.  

 

To best help the transition and to keep the momentum going in children’s ministry the idea of creating a 

children and family team was discussed. The group all agreed to meet again soon to explore this idea and next 

steps further. Having a team in place to begin advising and guiding children and family ministry at Salem made 

everyone feel the meeting was successful.  

 

A pressing item at this time is VBS and if Salem will be able to hold this program this summer. In order to plan 

for and prepare adequately for a successful VBS a director or director team would need to be in place by  

April 1st. If this is something that you are interested in, please contact Jodi Johnson or Pastor Kirsten as soon as 

possible.    

 

The Children and Family Ministry team welcomes all Salem members to join us in future meetings to share 

your voice and ideas! Contact Pastor Kirsten: pastorkirsten@salemstcloud.org or 320-200-9295. 

 

"Do you love kids?  Want them to learn the faith this summer?" 
 

Salem is looking for its next VBS director, or maybe directors! This could definitely be a one or multiple person 

project. The VBS Kit is already purchased and the director guide is easy to follow to put together a great VBS, 

whatever that might look like this year.   

 

We would like to find our person (or people) interested in organizing VBS as soon as possible so Jodi can 

mentor as needed before last day at the end of May.  

 

If you’re interested in helping make VBS continue to happen for Salem’s Kids, please reach out to Jodi Johnson 

at jodi@salemstcloud.org or Pastor Kirsten at pastorkirsten@salemstcloud.org.  
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Adult Forum: Vaccinated yet?  April 11, 9:30am  
 

Join us on Zoom for an adult forum with Wendy 

Berghorst from the MN Dept. of Health.  Zoom link 

will be found in an email from the church office.  

Email Viv to get on the weekly email list to receive 

the link. 

 
Weekly Emails  
 

Salem will be sending a weekly email to members 

with a link for the announcements and happenings.  

If you do not receive it, we need your email address 

updated!  Contact Viv in the office with updates: 

viv@salemstcloud.org. 

 
Salem Foundation Education Scholarships 

Available - Application deadline March 31 
 

Scholarships will be awarded to outstanding 

individuals who are members and/or active 

participants of Salem Lutheran Church.    

 

Application materials in the church office  or on-

line at http://www.salemstcloud.org/#/about-

us/salem-foundation. Application deadline is 

March 31. 

 

Ramona Mohs Scholarship:   

The Salem Foundation annually awards one $500 

scholarship to an individual with a professed 

interest and  intention of pursuing or continuing a 

professional career in the broad field of health care.  

This scholarship is open to all ages. 

 

Ruth Betts Scholarship:  

The Salem Foundation awards Ruth Betts 

Scholarships to high school seniors with awards up 

to $1000 made available to students in their first 

year of post-high school training.  

 
2021 Sunday Sponsorship sign-up sheets for 

radio, bulletins, communion elements, altar 

flowers in remembrance or honor of loved ones 

are on the bulletin board by the church office.  

Costs are:  8:30am radio broadcast (WMIN 1010am 

or 106.5FM) $45 partial sponsorship or $90 for total 

sponsorship; bulletins or communion elements-$15 

each; altar flowers – $30. 

 

Eco-Palms for Palm Sunday  

 

Salem, in partnership with Lutheran World Relief, 

purchased Eco-Palms for Palm Sunday. When your 

congregation purchases Eco-Palms, the harvesters 

are paid fairly and you help protect important 

forests and sustainable livelihoods in the harvesting 

communities.  LWR started the Eco-Palms program 

to ensure profits from Palm Sunday sales in the U.S. 

reaches the palm harvesters and their communities 

in Guatemala and Mexico where the palms are 

harvested. To learn about Eco-Palms visit 

lwr.org/palms. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salem’s Tuesday Noon Book Club   
 

When it becomes safe for those with our check list 

of age/health concerns to meet again, we will do so.  

In the meantime, we will continue to read.  

Upcoming books: March Giver of Stars by Jojo 

Moyes; April This Tender Land by William Kent 

Krueger; May Mustard Seed by Laila Ibrahim. 

 

 

Dear Salem, 
 

Thank you for your healing prayers for our 

grandson Sammy. He is recovering amazingly well 

from his accident in Feb. and we know your prayers 

for God's healing have made a difference. We are so 

grateful his little body continues to mend and heal.  
 

Thank you for your care and prayers,  

Deb & Wayne Anderson 

http://www.salemstcloud.org/#/about-us/salem-foundation
http://www.salemstcloud.org/#/about-us/salem-foundation


 

Our Salem Library  
 

We welcome you back to Salem and to our library!  

Books for children are available in both fiction and 

non-fiction. 
 

Adult books are available to check out or to just 

browse while sitting on our comfortable chairs or 

sofa-and you can social distance too!  We have 

Bible study helps and several Bible translations.  

We have books on marriage and family, books 

about Salem and the Lutheran church.  There are 

also many adult fiction books in our library. 
 

On our cart in front of our desk are books about 

animals.  There are many animal books for children 

and some for adults too. 
 

In an area labeled “Easter” are books for children.  

New books are on the shelf behind our desk. 

Come visit our library on Sundays or during the 

week! 
 

 

Dear Salem Siblings, 
 

Thank you for the warm welcome you have given 

me and my family over our first few months at 

Salem.  We are thrilled to be settling in and getting 

to know you.   
 

Axel and Else are enjoying becoming “Pastor’s 

Kids” in a new place.  They feel quite comfortable 

in this new place already and will be interested in 

meeting all the other kids when they are ready to 

come back! 
 

Steven has jumped right into the community, eager 

to see the Fair Trade Coffee Cart in the lobby and 

to enjoy the many gifts of Salem.   
 

I am slowly working my way through reading 

Salem’s published history, but I love to know more 

about You and Your personal history and 

community here. Anytime you would like to meet 

up in person or on Zoom, please reach out! 
 

Peace, 

Pastor Kirsten  

320-200-9295 text or call 

pastorkirsten@salemstcloud.org 

From Salem’s Green Team: 

 

How long it takes for common items to decompose: 
 

Disposable Diapers                       500 years 

Paper Towels                                2-4 weeks 

Cardboard                                     2 months 

Shoes                                            25-40 years 

Paper Waste                                  2-6 weeks 

Latex Gloves                    several months to years 

Hairspray Bottles                          200-500 years 

Aluminum Cans                            80-100 years 

Plastic Bottles                               450 years 

Wet Wipes                                    100 years 

Foam Plastic Cups                        50 years 
From Stacker.com, September 14, 2020, Written by Andrew Lisa 

 

Creation Caring Resolution: 

You can boost your health and reduce your carbon 

footprint by eating more plant-based dishes, and 

less meat.  Going meatless just 1 day a week can 

have a positive effect on your health and on the 

planet. 

 

Fun Fact:  it takes about 1,700 gallons of water 

to produce a single pound of beef--but just 39 

gallons to produce a pound of vegetables.  By 

skipping meat one day a week, Americans could 

save an estimated 100 billion gallons of water 

each year, 70 million gallons of gas, and 3 

million acres of land. It also lowers greenhouse 

gas emissions by the number of animals not 

raised and slaughtered. 
[This information from online Reader's Digest article May 11, 2020.] 

 

Going meatless one day a week, and increasing 

consumption of fruits, veggies, beans and nuts 

increases the overall nutrients, vitamins, minerals, 

fiber, and phytochemicals in the diet. You'll be 

healthier. 

 

Salem’s Green Team 

organized itself April 28, 

2019 in an Adult Forum. It 

is an active adjunct to the 

ELCA Lutherans Restoring 

Creation grassroots 

movement promoting Care 

for Creation. 

 

 
.   



 

When Will We Tie LWR Quilts?? 

 

Previously, Salem members got together on 

Wednesdays during the Lenten season to 

assemble and tie quilts for Lutheran World Relief.  

 

Due to Covid 19, that was not possible this year as 

the work does not lend itself to social distancing.   

 

In visiting with others, the plan at this time is to 

gather to tie quilts again starting sometime in 

September.  We will meet weekly as needed to 

complete the project.  
 

I encourage you to sew tops (60” x 80”) as usual. 

We have a good start, but more are needed to reach 

200.  

 

For anyone who shops at thrift stores and yard 

sales, please be on the lookout for flat sheets which 

are used for quilt backs (colored twin is the size we 

need, but any size can be used). They should be in 

good condition, free of soil or tears, etc. You may 

bring to church, noting they are for quilts. 
 

Hopefully, the quilts will then be displayed in 

November, near Thanksgiving, which may be 

appropriate.  

 

Again, let’s hope and pray that the virus will be 

behind us, so this time frame is permissible. 

 -- Joan West 

 

.

Luther Crest Bible Camp is located in 

Alexandria, on Lake Carlos.  It is a FUN high-

quality faith-formation experience. 

www.luthercrest.org  
 

Salem – St. Cloud – Summer Camp 

Youth Week is August 8-12 
 

Salem will be providing $100 towards any camper's 

cost. Full Scholarships available as needed. Contact 

Pastor Kirsten at pastorkirsten@salemstcloud.org. 

 

3-6 Grade - "Leapers" 

Leapers will enjoy all that Luther Crest has to offer 

by worshiping, participating in Bible Study, 

swimming in Lake Carlos, doing arts and crafts, 

exploring the Nature Room, meeting new friends, 

playing All Camp Games, team building on the 

Low Lands Challenge Course, and more!  

 

7-9 Grade - "Witnesses"  

Make memories as you worship with friends, zip 

line off of the TreeTops Challenge Course, swim in 

Lake Carlos, study the Bible, sing songs, do arts & 

crafts, cook outside, and grow in faith! Includes a 

special campout experience at Carlos State Park. 

 

9-12 Grade - Servant Leader (No Cost) 

Discover what it means to both lead and serve 

alongside college-age counselors by helping set up 

and lead worships, learning more about God and 

ourselves through Bible study and prayer, assisting 

with camp meals, participating in team building 

activities, and showing God’s love to everyone 

around you.  

 

Family Camp at Luther Crest - July 4-7  

(Sunday-Wednesday) 

Pastor Kirsten and her family plan to attend, join 

us! Scholarships available through a generous 

Salem donation for Family Camp as well! Contact 

Jena Vander Broek at (320)846-2431 or 

jenavb@luthercrest.org for more information or for 

Salem questions. 
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Covid Protocol Updates 
 

Greetings everyone! 

 

We wanted to update you on some of the recent changes the Governor of Minnesota has published and 

to reflect how this affects Salem’s Covid Plan.   

 

1) Music is an integral part of our services, weddings, and funerals. Live music performances are  

       allowed but performers must maintain physical distancing of 6 feet between other performers  

       and 12 feet from the audience.  

 

   Congregational singing, group singing, or chanting by attendees is not recommended in  

   indoor ceremonies or services.  Salem is working through the timing of singing with masks 

   on as we speak.   

 

2) We continue to maintain six feet of social distance between different households or groups.   

 

3) Communion is a critical part of our ritual. We will distribute communion hand-to-hand, not 

hand-to-mouth. Do not share cups.  Maintain the maximum distance possible between the 

communion distributor and the receiver.  Everyone involved must wear face coverings – the 

recipient should only remove the face covering after moving away from the distributer to 

self-administer communion.  We will continue outdoor communion. 

 
4) Indoor gatherings are allowed as we continue to mask, social distance, and have an approved 

plan.  For Salem one of the keys is to plan for meals at special events like funerals that can be 

done safely.  Attendees will be seated.  No more than six persons per table.  Social distance 

between tables.  The meals will be plated and served at the table for attendees.   

 
5) Special services like funerals and weddings Salem will attempt to Live Stream for those who  

        cannot attend.  This of course depends on the availability of staff and volunteers. 

 

6) Indoor fellowship without masking has not been approved.  We will attempt to have 

fellowship events in various other ways that involve coffee and deserts perhaps outside after 

communion and the weather improves.   

 

We are so thankful to have you as part of our Salem family!  Please call the office or email the staff if 

you have any questions about events and Covid protocols.  These items will continue to progress over 

time.  Blessings, Pastor Tim and Pastor Kirsten 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Salem's Kids will have an Easter Egg Hunt for 

ALL kids, PreK-6th Grade on Easter morning 

April 4!  
 

The hunt will begin at 9:40am on the lawn 

outside the Fellowship Hall. 

Salem Easter Garden Flowers 

 

The Sanctuary will be decorated with beautiful 

flowers for the Salem Easter Garden.  If you would 

like to donate $13.00 for a flower, please provide 

the information below, fold it around your 

donation, and mail/or bring to the church office: 

Salem Lutheran Church, 90 Riverside Drive SE,  

St. Cloud, MN 56304.  
 

Information needed: Name; Number of Flowers @ 

$13.00 each; In honor of or In remembrance of (list 

names).  Please make donation by Sunday, March 

28. Forms are also available on the Welcome Desk 

in the Gathering Area.  You may pick up a flower 

after the 10:30am service on Easter Day April 4.   
 

 

 

 

 


