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     HOLY WEEK AT SALEM      
 

PALM SUNDAY, MARCH 25   8:30am + 10:30am 
  

  Quilts made during Lent for Lutheran World Relief (LWR) will be on the pews  

  and dedicated as a sign of God's blessing and love for the receivers of them.  
   

  Quilts may be purchased for $50 after the 8:30am and 10:30am service.  Money  

  from this sale will be used for shipping ($2.25 per quilt) and materials for next  

  year's quilts. 

+ 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY, March 29 
 

12 noon & 7:30pm + Service of Holy Communion 
 

Youth receiving their First Communion at 7:30pm are Lily Gregerson,  

Emma Kobernusz, Nyles Meierhoff, Eli Ringwald, Gavin Weber, Lucas Weber 
 

+ 
 

GOOD FRIDAY, March 30 
 

ELCA Community Good Friday Services at  

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 4310 Cty Rd 137, St. Cloud 
 

11:00am Family/Children’s Service; 12:30pm Good Friday Service 

 

7:30pm  -  Salem Tenebrae Service 
 

      The Tenebrae Service is a powerful experience as we gather around  

       the cross to hear the seven last words of Christ.  
 

+ 
 

EASTER SUNDAY, April 1 
 

Christ is risen!!  He is risen INDEED!! 
 

  Festival Services of Holy Communion 

6:30am - Sunrise Service 

8:30am Traditional +  10:30am  Contemporary 

              

Easter Breakfast 7:30am – 10:30am in the Great Hall 
Pancakes, Eggs, Sausage, Mini Danish, Milk, Coffee, Juice  

$6 person, $4/under 10, $24/max per family - proceeds to Salem Youth.

Our Mission  

Is  

Making 

Jesus 

Known! 
 

 

 
 

 
  Marks of  

  Discipleship 
 

  I will strive  

  to… 
  

  Read   

  scripture 

  daily 
 

  Pray daily 
 

  Worship        

  weekly 
 

  Serve in  

  ministry at  

  Salem 
 

  Serve in  

  outreach 

  beyond  

  Salem 
 

  Tithe (10%)  

  of my   

  financial 

  resources 
 

  Lead others  

  To Jesus  

 Making 
 Jesus 
 Known 



 

A Word from the Pastor:  Easter and the living of it. 
 

As the early Christian church began to put together their lives after Easter morning, they did not confess “he 

was risen” but “he is risen.”  We confess in another place “he was crucified, died, and buried” but here after 

Easter we say “He is risen!  He is risen indeed!”  He is the living, risen one.  He is Jesus our Lord, who rose 

from the dead.   
 

In Luke’s gospel, the men who appeared to the women at the open tomb tell them "Why do you look for the 

living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. 
6
Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 

7
that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again." 

8
Then 

they remembered his words, 
9
and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. 

(Luke 24) 
 

It is the living, resurrected Jesus who appears to the disciples and says, “Greetings.”  He is the same one who 

said to them “When the Holy Spirit comes, you will be my witnesses in Judea, Samaria, and the world.” 

The church really does confess, “After Easter, everything is changed!”  Every year, with every person we 

continue to try to figure out what his resurrection means for us and for the world.  We listen; we see; and we 

proclaim, “God is doing something new!”  To live with the resurrection is to recognize that all things can be 

made new – even death can be put in a different place.   
 

Holy Week and Easter…life starts here…and continues on until all things are made new!  Please join us as the 

mystery of our faith is brought to life for us again.   
 

God bless you church! 

 

Pastor Tim Routh 

Holy Week, 2018 

 

 
 

Dr. Ben Durheim, Salem Pastoral Intern – Day on the Hill 
 

Tuesday, March 13 marked the 2018 Day on the Hill at the Minnesota state capitol, organized by the Joint 

Religious Legislative Coalition.  The JRLC is an interfaith organization that advocates for legislative action for 

justice, making specific policy recommendations and lobbying Minnesota legislators on behalf of Protestant, 

Catholic, Jewish, and Muslim faith communities.  This year we had about 400 participants in the Day on the 

Hill, where the JRLC organizes conversations between Minnesotans of faith and the elected officials who 

represent them.   
 

There were four particular recommendations the JRLC advocated for this year: 

  -  $140 million bonding for affordable housing 

  -  Affordable childcare and childcare support for families experiencing homelessness 

  -  Greater discretion for local judges in waiving fees and fines for minor traffic violations, and ceasing the 

      practice of revoking driver’s licenses because of inability to pay fines or fees 

-  Just tax policies that do not put disproportionate strain on the poor 

 

Our local contingent (from legislative districts 13 and 14) was able to meet with Senator Fischbach to discuss 

these recommendations, and left messages and literature with the representatives of the districts.  The day began 

with a prayer service and keynote address by Rabbi David Locketz, and concluded with prayer and a short 

program of speeches in the capitol rotunda.  It was a wonderful day of faith in action! 

 



 

Salem Members Attend 2018 Equipping Congregations Day 

 

 “Everyday Reformers” was the theme for this year’s 

Equipping Congregations Day, February 10 at Vinje 

and Bethel Lutheran churches in Willmar.  More than 

800 people from congregations throughout the 

Southwest Minnesota Synod of the ELCA attended.   

Opening remarks by our synod’s bishop, Jon 

Anderson, recalled that “vital congregations” are 

welcoming to all, driven by a sense of mission and 

related purpose, and emphasize the need to “listen to 

God, to our communities, and to each other.”  As they 

do so, vital congregations strive to call, prepare, and 

commission servant leaders who can form and sustain 

the faith of their communities.   

The conference concluded with a televised 

presentation from the Pastor Elizabeth Eaton, 

Presiding Bishop of the ELCA.  She reminded us that 

“we, together, are the church. We are church, we are 

Lutheran, we are church together, and we are church 

for the sake of the world."  We are “everyday 

reformers” within our congregations, our synods, and 

our national and world-wide church, focused on 

continuing the work of the reformation.  “Wherever 

there is pain and suffering, that’s where the cross is 

planted.”   

Salem members offered the following comments on 

the presentations they attended.   

 

Dave Leitzman: 1) November 2017 Draft Social 

Statement on Women and Justice by Pastor Bruce 

Berg, a member of the ELCA Task Force on Women 

and Justice.  Begun in 2009 and now in its final year 

of study and review, the task force will present the 

statement for consideration by those attending the 

2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly.  The seven “core 

convictions” of this draft statement conclude with the 

belief that “redeemed and made new, the Church is 

called to live as the Body of Christ in the world even 

as we struggle with the realities of patriarchy and 

sexism.  As Lutherans, we recognize that acting justly 

within the home, the church, society, and civic life for 

the good of all is one of the vocations to which God 

calls all people.  Complete social statement:  

http://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Current-

Social-Writing-Projects/Women-and-Justice/Draft.  

Copies have been mailed to ELCA congregation to 

encourage review and discussion prior to the summer 

Churchwide Assembly. 

 

 

2) “Top Ten Conversations Every 21st Century Church 

Must Have.” Pastor Chad Peterson of Bethlehem 

Lutheran in St. Cloud observed that every faith 

community, whether “urban, rural, small, or large,” is 

discovering that “the 21st Century Church is 

different.” Faced with changes that will shape their 

communities in years to come, “few know what to do 

about it.  Some will want to do nothing.  Others know 

that “nothing” is not an option, but also have no idea 

what that “something” else is. Discovering a path into 

a changing future begins with intentional 

conversations that “lead us to change how we do 

things for the sake for God’s mission, passion, and 

love for the world in the 21st century.  Among these 

ten intentional conversations, perhaps the first begins 

with discovering, refining, and affirming a faith 

community’s mission by asking and responding to a 

series of related questions; “Why do we exist?” or 

“What’s at stake if we fade away?”  Further, “Why do 

people find time to be part of this faith community?” 

and “What is our white-hot purpose?”   

Related conversations, supported by emerging 

consensus on mission, might be focused on 

technology (How do we bring church to new people in 

new ways?), describing our niche in the community 

(What are we known for by others in our community?  

What do other people say about us?), and looking 

outward into our community (How do those outside of 

our church perceive us?  Are we part of communities 

outside of our church?).  Are we balancing teaching 

with preaching (head with heart)?  Are we living our 

faith through work in our community?  What 

assumptions guide our actions?  (Are they accurate, 

widely held, and consistent with our mission?). 

 
Jane Leitzman: 1) “Fandom” might be a viable 

model for the future form and function of church by 

Pastor Courtney Young,  Lutheran Campus Ministry, 

St. Cloud State University.  “Perhaps online 

communities formed by those who enjoy exploring 

and reliving Star Trek or Lord of the Rings can help us 

learn how our church can “learn about gathering 

together and being shaped by our story.”   Fan groups 

form around a story or cannon---Star Trek, Harry 

Potter, or the Gospel for Christians.  We talked about 

Jesus Christ, Super Star and God Spell as part of the 

cannon that brings people together as “church” finds 

its way into the new millennium.  We have a close 

neighbor in Hutchinson to learn from.  

http://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Current-Social-Writing-Projects/Women-and-Justice/Draft
http://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Current-Social-Writing-Projects/Women-and-Justice/Draft


 

Salem Members Attend 2018 Equipping Congregations Day (continued) 

 

After a cataclysmic split when a majority of two 

Lutheran congregations in that town elected to leave 

the ELCA, former members choosing to remain 

within the ELCA had to leave their churches behind. 

People who had been at home in one church were now 

members of a new mission congregation.   But unlike 

some fledging congregations that have been recreated 

in a similar manner, they elected not to build another 

sanctuary---they have an office downtown.  Among 

their endeavors is sponsoring “Beer and Hymns” at a 

local gathering place---a most creative solution to a 

negative situation.   

 

2) Pastor Larry Strenge, who works within our synod 

as Director for Evangelical Mission, described ways 

in which congregations might work toward 

establishing a “culture of generosity.”  Ms. Amy 

Bigot, the ELCA gift planner for our region, joined 

Pastor Larry in describing how a congregation’s 

“ministry funding plan” might reinforce that culture 

by first clarifying relationships among donors to God, 

faith leaders to donors, and donors to their 

congregation within a wider world.  

 

Such relationships emerge from a shared personal and 

congregational vision that is anchored in mission, 

goals, and plans for the future. Trust is also a key 

element in sustaining a culture of generosity, as 

donors must have confidence in the congregation’s 

stewardship of their time, talents, and money.  

Emphasis on faith formation influences and sustains a 

culture of generosity by nurturing the faith of disciples 

who understand how the use of money and 

possessions can be a spiritual practice.     

 
Carolyn Tobiassen:  “Love Thy Neighbor” led by 

Pastor Mandy France of Our Savior’s Lutheran 

Church in Bird Island. Pastor Mandy’s story began 

when a medical doctor who is Muslim worked in 

Dawson, MN.   

 

People in Dawson liked the good doctor but were 

afraid he would try to promote his Muslim faith. 

France shared her experiences of shedding light on 

Islamaphobia and xenophobia.   

 

She believes, as we do, that all are beloved children of 

God. We are encouraged to love Muslims and not to 

judge them.  Prior to the 2016 election people with 

prejudice were quiet.  After the 2016 election the  

 

 

prejudice became open and hurtful.  There were even 

death threats to both Pastor Mandy and the doctor.  

It is unfortunate that we live in a time and place where 

preaching about loving our neighbors has become 

controversial and even scary at times. 

 
Lloyd Tobiassen: “Funeral Services Family Planning 

Guide.”  The speaker shared how he and the church 

council over a period of one to two years produced 

their congregational policy on funerals.   

 

The reason for the policy was that today there are so 

many more cremations performed.  Some families 

seem to not want to employ a funeral home with the 

expenses. This puts a burden on pastors who are not 

able to perform normal services which a funeral home 

does – and hence the creation of a congregational 

funeral policy. 

 
Joyce Pohl:  “Death and Dying: Ministry at the End 

of Life,” presented by Judie Dunlop, who worked at 

Rice Hospice for 20 years.  Interestingly, the 

workshop focused on Ira Byok’s book The Four 

Things That Matter Most:  A Book about Living.   

 

The four things are:  Please forgive me, I forgive you, 

thank you, and I love you.  By practicing now, we will 

become adept before it’s time to add #5: Goodbye. 

 
Pauline Bratt:: “Spirituality and the Old Testament,” 

presenter: Professor Cameron B.R. Howard, Assistant 

Professor of Old Testament, Luther Seminary,  

St. Paul. 

 

Professor Howard introduced the Hebrew word, 

“ruach” meaning spirit, wind, breath, temperament, 

and personality. She noted that the Old Testament 

refers to ruach 387 times.  There are 52 references to 

spirit in Ezekiel; 51 times in Isaiah; 39 times in the 

Psalms and 31 times in Job.  

 

We can encounter spirituality in prayer, in the temple, 

in relationship and in the law (commandments). She 

noted that there are more than 10 commandments, but 

there are actually 613 commandments in the Torah.  

The Old Testament reminds us of the deep sense of 

living in community. She also noted that God seeks us 

out. In the Old Testament, God encounters with a 

surprise, for example, Moses and the burning bush 

and Elijah in the sound of silence. 



 

gb   LWR Quilts - would appreciate help in 

packing quilts for transport to the warehouse, which 

will begin shortly before 12 noon on Palm Sunday, 

March 25.  Questions - Joan..253-9620. 

 
Giving Update 

The Council has reviewed our giving to date and 

has noted that we are about $13,000 behind in 

anticipated giving towards this year’s goals.  Please 

consider participating with us to keep our budget on 

track in 2018 as we Make Jesus Known together. 

 
Reminder that on Wednesday evenings we only 

have Door B unlocked as a part of our safety and 

security plan so we are able to be aware of everyone 

in the building.  We recognize that this isn't always 

the most convenient, and we thank you for helping 

us to value our children and youth and for helping 

us keep Salem safe for them! 

 
In March Salem member Ken Panger is again 

serving the poor in the mountains of NW Guatemala 

March 16-28 and assisting the dentists on a large 

medical team of over 100 doctors and nurses.  

Patients walk for miles to the clinic to get help.  In a 

week the team helps more than 2200 people. 

 
Organ Fund Update 
As of March 18 we have received $47,186 towards 

our organ repair and upgrade project.  Thank you to 

everyone who has generously donated!  This brings 

us to 86% of our total cost of $54,681. If you want 

to be a part of this project please put your checks in 

the offering and mark them “Organ Fund” or put 

them in the mail (preferably by the end of March).   

  
Church Staff 

  Senior Pastor                                  Pastor Tim Routh 

  Pastoral Intern                                 Dr. Ben Durheim     

  Administrative Assistant                          Viv Kloskin 

  Youth Ministry/Administrator                   Eric Blake  

  Youth Assistant                                    Allyssa Foster     

  Children’s Ministry   Coordinator           Jodi Burling  

  Music Coordinator                             Scott Campbell 

  Sanctuary Choir &10:30  Worship Music  

                                                            Tom Speckhard                                                            
  Handbell Choirs                                        Lori Potter 

  Property Manager                                Earl Kothman 

  Custodian                                        Eddy Setterholm 

An ELCA Mission Opportunity 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nick (Lundholm) and Naomi Sveholm were 

commissioned here at Salem last July for  

year-long ELCA Mission teaching positions in the 

small mountain town of Tisovec, Slovakia, at the 

Evanjelicke Gymnazium, a five-year bilingual high 

school. Nick has been teaching philosophy, history, 

social studies, and geography. Naomi has been 

teaching several English classes.  
 

This school was begun in 1992, shortly after the 

communist regime fell. At that time the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church of the Augsburg Confession of 

Slovakia started once again actively working in the 

realm of education with the foresight to plan a 

bilingual school to equip students to move in the 

larger world. Several Lutheran organizations from 

the US and Canada were instrumental in providing 

volunteers and funds to work with the people of 

Slovakia to renovate large, older buildings to 

accommodate the school. The book commemorating 

its 25th Anniversary dubs it a “Miracle School” 

because of the various aspects of faith, culture, 

vision, and know-how all coming together under 

God’s guidance.  
 

The ELCA and the LCMS have both continued to 

supply some teachers over the years. These are 

considered semi-volunteer positions with housing 

and teaching stipend provided, and the mission 

teachers providing their own transportation and 

relocation cost each way through support from 

individuals or congregations. Nick and Naomi with 

family are now planning their travel back to the US. 

Should anyone care to help with travel and 

relocation funds for that purpose a check can be 

made out to Salem Lutheran Church with “Sveholm 

ELCA Missions” in the memo line.  Thank you.  



 

Fare For All Food Distribution at Salem will be
 

Monday, April 9, 3:30pm – 5:30pm.   
 

Rummage Sale Youth Fundraiser 

Saturday, April 21 - 7:30am – 1:30pm 
Please start saving your household items, furniture, 

toys, dishes, clothing, etc. for this big sale.  Please 

no beds, computers, televisions, exercise equipment 

or appliances (microwaves, etc.), or car seats. 

Furniture brought in needs to be in good condition. 

 

 

Salem Foundation Education Scholarships 

application deadline March 31.  Materials at 

http://www.salemstcloud.org/#/about-us/salem-

foundation or the church office. Awarded annually 

to outstanding individuals who are members and/or 

active participants of Salem Lutheran Church 

Ramona Mohs $500 Scholarship awarded to an 

individual with a professed interest and intention of 

pursuing or continuing a professional career in the 

broad field of health care.   

Ruth Betts Scholarship Application - awards up 

to $1000 are made available to high school students 

in their first year of post-high school training.    

 

Salem’s Book Club meets the 2
nd

 Tuesday of the 

month at 12 noon in the conference room and 

provides readers an hour-long opportunity to 

discuss books with other readers.  Upcoming book:  

April 10 – The Staggerford Flood by Jon Hassler. 

 
Salem Calendar 

Sunday:  8:30am & 10:30am worship; 9:30am 

Learning Hour; 2
nd

 & 4
th

 Sundays 12 noon 

community meal; 6:00pm Sunday Nights at Salem 

Monday: Fare for All Food 1
st
 Monday of the 

month 3:30-5:30pm (except for holidays) 

Tuesday: 11:00am Prayer Keepers; 12 noon Book 

Club 2
nd

 Tuesday; 1:00pm Hannah Circle 3rd 

Tuesday 

Wednesday:  9:30am Lydia Circle 3
rd

 Wednesday;    

5:00pm Rockin’ Ringers, 5:45pm Heavenly Metal; 

6:00pm Meal; 6:15pm Sanctuary Choir; 6:30pm 

Hallelujah Handbells; 7:30pm Confirmation; Sr Hi 

Youth Group; 7:45pm Praise Team Practice 

Thursday:  1:00pm Prayer Shawl Ministry; 6:30pm 

Executive Committee 2
nd

 Thursday; 7:00pm Church 

Council 3
rd

 Thursday; 6:30pm ACA; 7:00pm NA   

Saturday:  11:00am Spenders Anonymous 

Preparing bandages for Global Health Ministries 

Bandage material 

needed for ELCA  

Global Health 

Ministries 

project:  

cotton or cotton 

blend sheets – 

WHITE only – are 

needed for making 

bandages. Please 

bring to the church 

office.  The 

bandages will be 

delivered to Global 

Health Ministries in Minneapolis. 

 
       Thank you      u     
 

On behalf of Shanon Wolfe, we would like to thank 

everyone for all the love and support for Shanon.  

The benefit was a huge success.  Words can never 

say what is in my heart, how you made her final 

wishes come true.  We never realized how many 

people really cared for her.  There are so many 

people to thank.  When I told her how much was 

raised and showed her pictures she was just so 

overwhelmed.  We are so blessed to have found so 

many new and caring friends.  I know I’ll never be 

able to repay you for how happy you made Shanon.  

And now she can rest in peace.  A special thank you 

to Pastor Tim and Susie Seldeen.  I will always be 

in your debt.   

--  Thank you and God Bless, Darlene Loeffler

http://www.salemstcloud.org/#/about-us/salem-foundation
http://www.salemstcloud.org/#/about-us/salem-foundation


 

Hooks and Needles Prayer Shawl Ministry 

                                

Karen, Kathy, Bonnie, Darlene, Linda, Barb 
  

Our ministry was started a little over 3 years ago on 

March 12, 2015. It was our hope, on that first day 

together, to share God's love and make Jesus known 

through our prayer shawls.  To date over 106 shawls 

have been given out. That's over 105,000 yards of yarn.  

A shawl can take a couple of weeks to a couple of 

months to complete.  Some of the shawls were given to 

bring comfort, others to show care and concern or to 

honor someone on a special occasion and others were 

given to help heal a broken spirit.  
  

With the congregation’s help on our holiday "Mitten 

Tree", we have donated 7 pairs of socks, 68 scarves and 

headbands, 111 pairs of mittens and gloves and 198 hats 

to the Salvation Army and Place of Hope.  
  

We want to say "Thank You Salem" for all your support 

and encouragement. If you have taken a prayer shawl or 

prayer square to someone, thank you.  We also want to 

thank the Salem Foundation for this year’s grant which 

will help us purchase more yarn and supplies.  
  

If you crochet or knit we invite you to join us on 

Thursday afternoons from 1:00 - 3:00pm. Yarn, crochet 

hooks and knitting needles are available for you to use or 

you may use your own. Our time together is a wonderful 

time of fellowship and ends each week with prayer.  
  

If you know of someone who is going through an illness 

or tough time we hope that you will consider taking one 

of the shawls to them.  A shawl is also a nice way of 

celebrating a milestone event.  The shawls and prayer 

squares are in bins in the church office copy room. Gift 

bags and tissue paper are available for you to use.  
  

Blessings to you all 

Books & Needles Prayer Shawl Ministry 

 

Library News  
 

On Sunday, Feb. 18, Pastor Larry Strenge presented 

a well-attended workshop titled “Luther and 

Prayer.” He recommended a book titled: By Heart-

Conversations with Martin Luther’s Small 

Catechism.  Because both Pastor Strenge and Pastor 

Tim have recommended this book, we are adding it 

to our Salem Library.  It presents a fresh 

understanding of how Luther’s thought is revealed 

in the Small Catechism.  One of the chapters is 

titled: “Daily Prayer and the Household Chart.” It 

says that Martin Luther began his mornings and 

evenings with a short prayer.  In the morning as 

soon as he got out bed he made the sign of the cross 

and prayed: “God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

watch over me.  Amen.”   
 

This little prayer tells us that whether we are 

waking up, getting ready for sleep or somewhere in 

between, we can call on God all day for all our 

needs.  God watches over me, you, us, them, 

everyone and everything.  After this little prayer 

Luther suggests that we say the Apostle’s Creed and 

the Lord’s Prayer.  Then we are to begin our day 

joyfully knowing our entire life takes place under 

God’s loving care. 

 
Salem LWR Personal Care Kits 
 

Most needed:   2 4-5 oz .or 3- 3 oz. bars of soap in 

original wrapping, one sturdy comb, and one metal 

nail clippers. Also need light/medium weight bath 

size towel (approximately 52”x 27”) dark color 

recommended.  Your contributions may be put in 

the collection box in the office.   The kits will be 

sent by LWR to people arriving in refugee camps or 

other places of safety after natural disasters and 

political flare ups.   

 
Personal Care Kit Packing Day April 4 
 

Sign up in the black Welcome Book to help pack 

Personal Care Kits beginning at 10:00am on 

Wednesday, April 4 in the Great Hall. Also sign up 

if you are willing to transport the items to the LRW 

Warehouse in South St. Paul if needed. We will 

continue to collect items in the office through 

Sunday, April 1.   Thank you for all of your support.    

Please check the graph in the church office window 

to see what is still needed.   

 



 
Birthdays  May 1- June 13 
 

Diana Maetzold    5/1 

Brooke Radi     5/1 

Lori Potter      5/2 

Everett Christen    5/3 

Justin Hauer     5/3 

Matthew Doroff    5/4 

AJ Burling      5/5 

Ashley Kobernusz    5/5 

Sharon Skaja     5/5 

Jonathon Dombrovske    5/6 

Kyle Koenig     5/6 

Lisa Edenborg     5/7 

Nicole Koester     5/7 

Ken Panger      5/7 

Ray Midas      5/8 

Scott Ampe      5/9 

Ashley Morford    5/9 

Jane Hennen     5/10 

Chris Ann Johnson   5/10 

Micah Stoeckel     5/10 

Anna Viere      5/11 

Lars Olson      5/12 

Catherine Jenniges    5/13 

Jacob Oehrlein     5/13 

Brandon Koester    5/14 

Robert Oehrlein    5/14 

Jonathan Zellgert    5/14 

Peggy Blake     5/15 

Ann Childs     5/15 

Haidako Wolfer    5/15 

Jan Hallan      5/16 

Karen Radi      5/16 

Lindsey Stoeckel    5/16 

Spencer Behrenbrinker  5/17 

Adam Burling     5/17 

Laura Colon     5/17 

Yvonne Hagberg    5/17 

Michael Smith     5/17 

Nicholas Theisen    5/17 

Suki Zellgert     5/17 

Mary Oehler     5/18 

Ray Pontinen     5/18 

McKenna Russell    5/18 

Jim Wheelock     5/18 

Tory Bauer      5/19 

Patty Jensen      5/19 

Chad Sheetz     5/19 

Fredrick Stenman    5/19 

Lloyd Tobiassen    5/19 

Joyce Wilson     5/19 

Susan Douma     5/20 

Charles Sell      5/20 

Brent Stoeckel    5/21 

Abigail Swanson    5/21 

Lucas Swanson    5/21 

Melanie Blake     5/22 

Hailey Brambrink    5/22 

Jay Kothman     5/22 

Jonas Oehrlein     5/22 

Ray Teders      5/22 

John Mezera     5/23 

Aaron Palmquist    5/23 

Chris Schaefer    5/23 

Jennifer Olson     5/24 

Steve Wallace     5/24 

Tina Ferguson     5/25 

Brenda Goldenstein   5/25 

Molly Ninnemann    5/26 

Breanna Schuft     5/27 

Dolores Davis     5/28 

Steven Schwegman   5/28 

Louann Folkerts    5/29 

Paula Asplund     5/30 

Todd Litzau      5/30 

Charles O'Brien    5/30 

Dean Corrigan    5/31 

Anthony Farag     5/31 

Michele Freeman    5/31 

Zach Kobernusz    5/31 

Carla Gerdes    6/2 

Lauren Palmquist   6/2 

Lorraine Tattle     6/3 

Matthew Farag     6/4 

Mark Ditlevson    6/5 

Linus Meyer     6/5 

Bruce Johnson     6/6 

Samuel Ringwald    6/6 

Richard Vig      6/6 

Susan Weber     6/6 

Helen Sundquist    6/7 

Melanie Guentzel    6/8 

Gerald Nelson     6/8 

Angel Rosa      6/8 

Allan Stowe      6/8 

Michelle Terhaar    6/8 

Kathy Hagemeister   6/9 

Dale Leeb      6/9 

Marvin Pearson    6/9 

Micah Nelson     6/10 

Robin Rau      6/10 

Kevin O'Brien     6/11 

Amanda Yager     6/12 

Arielle Benoit     6/13 

William Jussila     6/13 

Kaylee Olson     6/13 

Janet Tilstra      6/13 

 

 

Women of the ELCA (WELCA) 

Spring Assembly will be at Faith 

Lutheran Church, Becker, Saturday, 

April 7, 8:30am-1:00pm.  
 

Salem will provide morning coffee treats.  

 

Pastor Linda Lagergren will present a 

program on the Underground Railroad. 

Registration fee including lunch is 

$10.00.   

 

All women of the ELCA are welcome.  

Please sign the black Welcome Book if 

you would like to car pool. 
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st
 Southwest Minnesota Synod 

Convention (WELCA)  

Friday-Saturday, June 29-30, 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church,  

St. Cloud  
 

Personal Care Kits for Lutheran World 

Relief (LWR) will be the focus for this 

convention. 

 

Soles 4 Souls:  In addition, participants 

are invited to contribute to “Soles 4 

Souls.” There will be a drop off location 

at the convention for this organization.  

 

In June we will start collecting shoes at 

Salem. Any and all shoes are acceptable. 

Dirty? Holes? Missing a mate? It doesn’t 

matter. Soles 4 Souls can still use them to 

help people.  Look for shoe collection 

boxes at Salem in June. 

 

St. Cloud VA Hospital:  To say thank 

you to our host city St. Cloud, we will 

collect personal care items for the VA 

Hospital. Their greatest needs are new 

white socks for men and ChapStick. We 

will start collecting these items in June as 

well. 



 

Jr High Camp 

    Salem’s Youth Page  www.salemstcloud.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sr High Road Trip 
June 23rd - July  1st  Cost $275   Deposit of $75 due Sun April 8 

This trip is a true adventure, you won’t know day to day where 

you are going or what you will be doing, just that you’ll serve, 

have some fun, and share Christ’s love with others!  This trip will 

be life-changing, you’ll travel across the country, experience 

new things, and the friendships you develop can last a lifetime! 

Spots are limited & available on a 1st  come 1st  serve basis. 
 
 

 
July  8-13    Total Cost $275  Deposit of $75 and online registration due Sun April 8 

We are excited to be back at Lake Beauty Bible Camp again this summer! A few changes due to 

unforeseen circumstances has opened up a new opportunity for Salem to partner with Lake Beauty in a 

different way. Salem will be attending Lake Beauty’s summer camp this year as campers and 

counselors!  It’s going to be a GREAT week! See the Youth Board for online registration instructions! 
 

 
  

Prayerfully consider who someone to invite! Scholarships are ALWAYS available to ANYONE in need 
 

 

 

 

 

Apr 1 

Easter Breakfast 
 

Apr 21 

Rummage  Sale 
 

June 14-15 + Aug 22-23 

Sr High Leadership Experience 
 

June 23-July 1 

Sr High Road Trip 
 

July 8-13 

Jr High Camp 
 

Sept 14-16 

Jr & Sr High Fall Retreat 
 

  ! 

 

Youth Room 

OPEN  
every  Wed night right 

after school! 

Join us for fun, video 

games, music, and a place  

to do your homework and 

eat a good meal  for only 

$3. See you there! 

 

 

Rummage Sale 

 

Signup to help with this 

FUNdraiser, all 

proceeds will go towards 

your personal account 

for camps/trips.   The 

signup sheet is on the 

youth board & online at 

Signup Genius. 
 

Text Reminders - 

 

We are excited about a 

new communication 

channel for our youth 

programs. We encourage 

parents and youth to text 

@SalemYth17 to 

81010 so we can subscribe 

you to the appropriate list 

and keep you updated! 

Easter Breakfast 

 

On April 1st we will 

prepare & serve a 

delicious breakfast on 

Easter morning! Sign up 

online or on the youth 

board upstairs. Money 

earned goes into your 

personal account that you 

can use towards youth. 

 

 

http://www.salemstcloud.org/


 

Welcome Salem Pastoral Intern Benjamin Durheim 
 

Benjamin Durheim lives in Avon with his wife of ten years, Tara, and his 3-year old 

daughter, Aria.  A native of Pierz, MN, Ben earned his BA in chemistry and theology 

followed by an MA in Theology at St. John's University, before moving to Boston College 

to complete his PhD in theology.  He currently teaches theology at the College of St. 

Benedict/St. John's University, and ethics at St.  Cloud Technical and Community College.  

Ben has published work on liturgical theology, ethics, and ecumenism, and is a regular 

contributor to the blog Daily Theology (dailytheology.org).  In his free time, Ben enjoys fishing, woodworking, and good 

conversation over freshly made lefse.  His office hours will generally be Tuesdays 12:30-4:30pm and Thursdays 12:30-

4:30pm. 

 
** Sunday Adult Forum Series: Holy Communion and Justice 9:45am-10:15am in the Great Hall with Dr. Ben Durheim. 

Join us for a set of brief discussions about the practice and theologies of the Lord's Supper, and how they connect to issues 

of justice and love in our world.  All are welcome! 

Sunday, April 8: What Are We Actually Doing at the Altar? - Introduction to Lutheran theologies of the Lord's Supper, and 

how they may relate to issues of justice. 

Sunday, April 15:  What Makes Presence "Real?" - we will engage the idea of Christ's real presence in the Lord's Supper 

and in the celebrating congregation and community. 

Sunday, April 22: The Lord's Supper and Economic Justice - we will wrestle with questions of how celebrating the Lord's 

Supper calls Christians to work for economic justice. 

Sunday, April 29:  The Lord's Supper and Racial Justice - we will be introduced to the often difficult history of Christianity 

and racism, as well as how celebrating the Lord's Supper today pushes against racial injustice. 

Sunday, May 6:  The Lord's Supper and Reconciliation - we will engage the issues of forgiveness and reconciliation in 

light of the practice of the Lord's Supper. 

Sunday, May 13:  The Lord's Supper and Work for Peace -  wrap-up discussion, we will work through remaining questions 

and begin to think about how the Lord's Supper informs Christians' approaches to peacemaking in many facets of life.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://dailytheology.org/

