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Salem Congregation Potluck BBQ Sunday, July 17, 11:30am 

Bring a dish to share and join our community for food and fun! 

 

Also on that day, the Luther Crest staff will kick off the week with games and  

activities for all the Sunday School kids at 9:30am.   

 

All are welcome whether you are coming to Vacation Bible Day Camp or not. 

 

 

Our Mission  

Is  

Making 

Jesus 

Known! 
 

 
 

    Marks of  

  Discipleship 
 

  I will strive  

  to… 
  

  Read   

  scripture 

  daily 
 

  Pray daily 
 

  Worship        

  weekly 
 

  Serve in  

  ministry at  

  Salem 
 

  Serve in  

  outreach 

  beyond  

  Salem 
 

  Tithe (10%)  

  of my   

  financial 

  resources 
 

  Lead others  

  To Jesus  



 

A Word from the Pastor:  Now is the Summer! 
 

Now is the winter of our discontent 

Made glorious summer by this sun of York. 
 

Shakespeare: King Richard III 

 

 

Blessings to all of you! 

 

There is a lot going on in our world to be commenting upon: war, inflation, the Supreme Court, 

weather, and the like. I hope there is some joy in your lives with family, vacations, and perhaps 

baseball.  

 

King Richard made this comment in light of his positive situation, but he wasn’t one to enjoy it. In 

his speech to himself he already started to complain about his plight. The winter of discontent 

should give way to summer glorious, but the relentless news doesn’t seem to make us calmer. 

 

To encourage your faith and your thinking I quote St. Paul in his letter to the Galatians:  
 

Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. So let us not grow 

weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up. So then, 

whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and especially for those of the 

family of faith. As for those who will follow this rule—peace be upon them, and mercy, and 

upon the Israel of God.  

(Galatians 6:2,9-10,16) 

 

We need each other – our lives – our faith – our encouragement. Too much is going on in our world 

to turn our back on each other. Paul tells the community to 1) bear one another’s burdens;  2) do 

what is right;  3) and work for the good of all. I hope we can do these things in this summer of our 

discontent. 

 

May God’s peace and mercy find you! 

 

Pastor Tim 

 

PS:  In this newsletter you will notice our plan to work on our parking lot this summer. I don’t have 

an exact start date to share with you because we want to do some engineer work to make sure our 

water run-off is improved. More to come! 

 

PSS:  Please join us for our all church picnic on Sunday, July 17,  at 11:30am.  It’s potluck! 

 



A Note from Pastor Kirsten…  

Dear Salem, 

As we swing into a busy summer season, I would like to share with you a new opportunity that has come our 

way: I have been asked to serve as the Coaching Coordinator for the Southwest MN Synod.  So here is a quick 

Q&A to get us all on the same page: 

 

What is a “synod”?  

A synod is a geographic area (for us, the whole southwest quadrant of the state) in which we partner with our 

other ELCA congregations in order to do things we cannot do easily on our own.  For instance, together we 

recruit, educate and discern with potential pastors, respond collectively to disasters, and serve as a network of 

resources and ideas for each other.  One of the ways that our new bishop, Bishop Dee Pederson, would like to 

be synod together is by creating a Coaching Network for the synod.  Our synod website: swmnelca.org  

 

What will Pastor Kirsten be doing for the synod? 

I will be coordinating the network.  This includes helping people through the training and certification 

processes and partnering coaches with congregations who are in need of them.  I will work in close partnership 

with The Rev. Troy Pflibsen, our synod’s Director for Evangelical Mission (DEM). I was asked because I am a 

trained coach, working on my International Coaching Federation (ICF) professional certification. 

 

What is coaching? 

Coaching is the process of a trained individual walking alongside a person or group to help them discern their 

next steps in their work or life.  In this case, in their ministry together.  Whether the coach works with a pastor 

or a team of leaders in a congregation, the goal is to help our church move forward into the 21st century in the 

best ways we can, supporting each other along the way.  

 

Does synod coaching cost anything? 

Yes, a coach has been professionally trained and charges a fee, much like another professional (ie piano teacher 

or voice coach) that you might utilize in your life for official/formal support. Pastors and congregations will 

probably use congregational funds to do this, as it is a professional and ministry expense for the sake of the 

church. 

 

Can I be a coach? 

Maybe! We are recruiting people for coach training right now.  If you want to learn how to use listening skills 

and ask powerful questions to move people forward in their own goals, we’d love to have you! The ELCA has 

a fast track for getting you going. To learn more about the professional standards, check out the website of the 

ICF: coachfederation.org. There will be funding available from the synod as we train coaches to build our 

coaching network.  

 

What does this mean for Salem? 

It means that one of your pastors will be named as a synod staff at times, while still being your full time pastor.  

This is an opportunity for Salem’s name to be heard more frequently throughout the synod and for us to 

continue to provide leadership, as you have for more than a century, in the Lutheran church in this area. My 

work with the synod will be above and beyond what I do for Salem, while still cooperative and connected.  

 

I have more questions. 

Please reach out!  I would be happy to share more about this role and how our synod, including Salem, can be 

church together. 

 

Peace,  Pastor Kirsten

https://swmnelca.org/
https://coachfederation.org/


LWR School Kits 2022 
 

First a big thanks to all of you who have 

participated in this project over many years! It 

has been hugely successful. 
 

A group met in June to organize another year of 

gathering and assembling the school backpacks for 

Lutheran World Relief. Right now, we are planning 

to return to the full participation that was in place 

before Covid.  
 

We have learned some things over the 2-3 years of 

Covid that are beneficial. One is that buying in bulk 

at the very lowest prices available works well. We 

have learned ways of stretching financial 

contributions to the best advantage. For instance, 

one individual donated $50 last summer. We were 

able to purchase 200 rulers with that amount. So, 

anyone who would prefer not to shop and would 

like the amount they might spend put into 

purchasing bulk at the lowest prices we can find, 

please feel free to donate to this project by clearly 

marking the donation for “LWR School Kits.” 
 

We also were able to purchase ahead for this year 

by shopping super clearance prices after school 

began last fall. We already have enough scissors 

and erasers to pack over 500 kits. We have pencils 

for 375 kits, and a few of each of the other items. If 

you wish to shop, check the graph in the window of 

the church workroom for needed items. 
 

The items needed at this time are: 24-pack crayons; 

rulers with metric on one side; pencil sharpeners; 

ballpoint pens with caps; 70-page notebooks; 

pencils.   
 

We also need backpacks, sewn of sturdy material 

according to the LWR pattern (available at Salem 

in the office workroom) or purchased from the 

suppliers indicated on the LWR website: 

https://lwr.org/kits/school-kits/instructions. 
 

Thanks so much for contributing to this fun and 

meaningful project! 
 

-- LWR School Kit Committee

The St. Cloud 

Pub Theology 

group has had 

a wonderful 

turnout and 

therefore 

profound 

conversations 

in the past 

couple of 

months.   

 

If you enjoy engaging with people of varying 

religious perspectives and having a PUBlic 

conversation about God and the issues of the day 

while enjoying your favorite beverage then this is 

the group for you.  Join us every 3rd Tuesday of the 

month from 6-8pm at the Olde Brick House in 

downtown St. Cloud.  Invite a friend and bring your 

questions! 

 

Salem is joining with Grace United Methodist 

(UMC) and LuMin St. Cloud to share this monthly 

event.  Check out our facebook group here.  From 

the Pub Theology website: Welcome! Here is a 

space to dive deeply into topics involving faith, 

meaning, identity, culture, politics and more! Come 

bring your questions, your curiosity, and pull up a 

chair. Be ready to engage with people of varying 

religious traditions, philosophical perspectives, and 

life experiences.   

 
 

ABA 55 News  

 

ALOA (Adult Lutherans Organized for Action)  

Lutherhostel on October 3-7, Ironwood Springs 

Ranch, Stewartville, MN. There will be a time of 

learning, reflecting and connecting. Registration 

includes all meals and full program, plus outdoor 

activities in this 200 acre ranch along the Root 

River.  Rev. David Buegler will lead Bible studies, 

and Deaconess Jan and Pastor Frank Janzow will 

lead worship  and music. Registration is $600/per 

person double occupancy. $550/per person for 

camping accommodations with water and sewer. 

More information is available online. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/stcpubtheology


Salem’s Children & Family Ministry Team has 

transitioned to our summer schedule, where we 

continue to work to help our kids and families grow 

in faith together. 

 

Vacation Bible Camp (July 18-21 from 9:00am to 

3:00pm) is one of our biggest events of the 

summer.  We are partnering with Living Waters 

Church. Kids in k-6th grade are invited for a great 

week of games, songs and activities! Sign up at 

https://www.salemstcloud.org/youth-children-

families/kid-sign-ups. 

 

And Vacation Bible Camp isn’t just for kids! We 

will kick off the week with an all-congregation 

potluck BBQ Sunday, July 17, 11:30am. Bring a 

dish to pass and join our community for an 

afternoon of food and fun! 

 

The academic year will start with a God’s Work, 

Our Hands project on Sunday, September  11. 

Everyone in the congregation is invited to join us 

for your choice of service project, as well 

as a celebratory potluck afterwards. Watch for more 

information about the service options this 

summer. 

 

We continue to plan our children’s and family 

programming for the academic year. Regular 

Sunday school will kick off on September 18, and 

communion instruction will take place in 

October. More information and registration for 

these events will be available later this summer. 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Salem Youth Summer Service Trip 

 

Salem’s youth will be serving those in need 

whether it is harvesting and washing food for 

refugees at the Tres Hermanas farm or building 

adobe bricks to rebuild flooded homes for the Santo 

Domingo Pueblo.   Please help support the five 

youth who are flying to New Mexico with the 

Envelope Fundraiser located in the Gathering 

Area.  Pick the size of your donation by taking one 

or more envelopes off the display and putting it in 

the envelope with your name and address. The 

youth want to thank you themselves by sending you 

postcards with up-dates from the actual trip!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Registration for the 2022 Youth Fall Retreat at 

Luther Crest will be open on August 1st.  All are 

invited, including your friends who may not go to 

Salem regularly.  The cost is $100. Scholarships are 

available.



Greetings from Salem’s Marketing & Publicity 

Team. Our goal is to help unify Salem under a 

cohesive image and to spread the word in our 

community. Currently we are auditing our 

communications tools, including emails, newsletter, 

social media and website. We are updating these 

tools to make them as effective as possible given 

the restraints of budget and time.  
 

Over the next few months, you will notice a new 

look to our materials as we brand and evolve them. 

Another goal is to actively spread the word about 

Salem in our community. We will start promoting 

events such as the summer youth service project to 

help give others a positive impression of Salem. 

Thank you for your support of our work. Salem is a 

fantastic congregation, and we are eager to spread 

the word to others. 

 
Salem Lutheran Church Foundation proudly 

presents the 2022 Ruth Betts Scholarship 

recipients. 
 

Karen Fuglie, Salem Foundation President; Scholarship 

Recipients – Andrew Zellgert, Kathryn Stoeckel, Ethan 

Stoeckel; Michelle Terhaar, Scholarship Committee  
 

The Salem Foundation awards Ruth Betts 

Scholarships to high school seniors with awards up 

to $1000 made available to students in their first 

year of post-high school training.  Scholarships are 

awarded to outstanding individuals who are 

members and/or active participants of Salem 

Lutheran Church. 
 

Welcoming People to Salem  
 

Nothing says, "We care about you" and, "We're 

glad you are here", like a warm smile and a friendly 

welcome. We have had visitors at worship each 

week and we want them all to feel welcome at 

Salem. So, if you notice an unfamiliar face, please 

greet them, and welcome them into the fellowship 

of Salem.  
 

And if you care to be an "official Sunday morning 

greeter", I'm looking for a few more people to help 

greet/usher at each worship time for some Sundays 

in July & August.   If you can help with that, please 

call me or leave a message in the church office. 

Thank you for your part in making Salem a 

welcoming church!  Deb Anderson (320-253-7953) 

 

 

 Starting in September and 

going through May, LuMin 

(Lutheran Campus Ministry) 

and Salem Lutheran Church will be partnering up 

to provide a 4:30pm worship service with a meal to 

follow every 3rd Sunday of the month.  This is a 

wonderful opportunity for Salem to spread God’s 

never ending love and to expand our outreach in the 

local community. 

_____ 

 
Church Staff 

Pastor Tim Routh    pastortim@salemstcloud.org 

Pastor Kirsten Nelson Roenfeldt     

                             pastorkirsten@salemstcloud.org 

Deb Anderson Caring Ministry Coordinator  

                             deb@salemstcloud.org 

Viv Kloskin Admin Assistant   viv@salemstcloud.org 

Stephanie Anderson-Smith Admin Assistant Faith 

Formation             stephanie@salemstcloud.org 

Kris Shover Finance Clerk  finance@salemstcloud.org 

Rollie LaPlante Property Manager  

                              rollie@salemstcloud.org 

Michael Zellgert Music Coordinator  

                             michael.zellgert@gmail.com 

Dr. Charles Echols Principal Organist 

Mark Froland Organist 

Lori Potter Handbell Choirs    

Patty Jensen Accompanist  

Josh Smith Choir Director josh@salemstcloud.org 

 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:pastortim@salemstcloud.org
mailto:pastorkirsten@salemstcloud.org
mailto:deb@salemstcloud.org
mailto:viv@salemstcloud.org
mailto:finance@salemstcloud.org
mailto:rollie@salemstcloud.org
mailto:josh@salemstcloud.org


Terebinth Refuge Service Project 
 

The Salem 

Children and 

Family 

Ministry is 

happy to 

share the 

results of the 

service 

project for 

Terebinth 

Refuge. Our goal was to offer a cross generational 

project in service to a local non-profit. Thank you 

to Deb Anderson who supported our efforts and 

applied for and received a Thrivent Action Team 

Grant for $250. Thank you to Linda G. Tenneson, 

Steve Roenfeldt and John Scott Johnson. A big 

thank you to all 

who donated 

items, time and 

talent or money!! 
 

Here is a list of 

what was 

collected and 

accomplished. 

Gardening Project: 38 live flower plants (grown 

by Salem Kids); 14 pine tree seedlings; 8 pair 

garden gloves; $100 gift card to Woods Seed and 

Nursery. Bike Project: 7 refurbished bikes (pd with 

$250 Thrivent grant and donations from Revolution 

Bike and Ski); 4 bike helmets (donated by 

Revolution Bike and Ski; pending donation of a 

couple more bikes. Gifts:1 collapsible cart; 1 yard 

Bean Bag Toss game; 1 

Bocce Ball game; 2 pair 

roller blades; 5 folding 

chairs; 4 light weight 

robes; 11 beach towels; 7 

bottles of sunscreen; 10 

pair flip flops; 10 S’more 

kits;4 roasting forks; 2 

boxes of organic sanitary 

products; $664 cash/check; $50 gift card to Target; 

cards made by the Salem children to express 

encouragement to the Terebinth Refuge clients. 

Other: Terebinth Refuge sold over $300 of health 

and beauty products on May 15 the day of Cece’s 

presentation.

Salem Library 
 

New Book 

Portraits of Peace:  Searching for 

Hope in a Divided America. 

In Minnesota photographer John 

Noltner began interviewing 

people.  He asked each interviewee 

what peace means to them and 

then photographed them.  Those 

stories and pictures became a 

traveling exhibit called “A Peace 

of My Mind,” which is the 

backdrop to this book.   
 

Portraits of Peace tells the story of Noltner’s 

journey across America to learn what challenges 

and inspires people.  The stories and photos show 

that even amid our differences, peace can emerge in 

various ways. Question: What does peace mean to 

you? 
 

Adult Fiction Authors 

A number of these authors write 

fiction and have books in a series.  

Popular authors are Irene Hannon, 

Karen Kingsburgy-mystery; Jim 

Kraus-dog and cat stories; 

Alexander McCall Smith – 

Number 1 Ladies Detective 

Agency series; Sharon J. 

Mondragon- mystery- title is The 

Unlikely Yarn of the Dragon Lady. 
 

Middle and High School Students 

Stamped: Racism, Antiracism and 

You by Jason Reynolds and Ibram 

X.  Kendi.  The authors reveal the 

history of racist ideas in America 

and inspire hope for an antiracist 

future.  The authors show why we 

feel, how we feel and why the 

poison of racism lingers.  This 

book comes highly recommended 

for libraries by School Library Journal’s book 

review team. 
 

Books can be checked out from the Salem Library 

Sunday mornings and during the week Monday – 

Friday, 8:00am 4:00pm. 
 



The Red Cross 

Bloodmobile 

 was on site at Salem 

June 2 as a service 

project of ABA 55, 

which was facilitated 

by Nick Johnston. It 

was set up in the 

Great Hall, with 4 

Red Cross workers 

and volunteers from 

Salem.  

 

Of the 28 registered 

whole blood donors, 

only 12 were Salem 

members. Due to no 

shows and those unable 

to give, the Red Cross 

collected 22 units. As 

per Julie Ghere, Red 

Cross Account Manager, 

“The 22 units can save up to 66 lives and 

that is something to celebrate.”  

 

We are discussing 

the possibility of 

making this a 

yearly project for 

Salem with the 

goal of getting a 

greater number of 

our members to 

sign up as donors. 

 
_________ 

 

Join Pastor Tim this Wednesday at 12 noon or 

5:00pm for the Bible Study on Romans. The 

study will meet on Wednesdays throughout the 

summer. All are invited to attend. 
 
 

Projectionist needed for 8:30am service.  

Projecting is easy as pushing a button!  Contact 

church office to help. 
 

 

 

Sewing LWR Quilt Tops 

For anyone who is interested in and able to sew 

quilt tops (60 inches by 80 inches), we have 

received a large amount of fabric suitable for the 

project. Please feel free to access it by either 

contacting me or if you can get into the church 

quilting area, help yourself to what is on table and 

hanging on the holder. Your help is much 

appreciated.  -- Joan West 

 

Actions taken by the Salem Church Council  

June 20 meeting:  

-          Salem is partnering with LuMin Campus 

Ministry to offer a 1x/month Sunday afternoon 

service (4:30 pm) and meal on the 3rd Sunday of the 

month starting in September.  

o   We are looking for people who are eager to 

welcome young adults.  

-          The property committee is finalizing plans 

to resurface the parking lot & exploring camera 

improvements in the sanctuary. 

-          Council had 2 planning retreats (March and 

May) and is in the process of updating the strategic 

plan. 

-          A task force was formed to review 

Wednesday night meal options for the fall. 

-          There will be no July council meeting 

-          You are invited to join the July 17 All 

Church BBQ and Potluck to kick off Vacation 

Bible Camp week. 

o   We will be joined by Living Waters Church and 

Luther Crest staff. 

o   If you can volunteer or have a gas grill you can 

offer, please contact Viv (main office) or Micah 

Stoeckel.  

 

Fare for All Food at Salem Monday, July 11, 

3:30-5:30pm.  Fare For All offers value, variety, 

quality, and nutrition in their food packages. Mega 

Meat Pack $25; Produce Pack $10; Mini Meat Pack 

$11; and Combo Pack $20.  

 

There is no need to register in advance. There are 

no income qualifications. Fare for All accepts cash, 

credit, debit, and EBT cards.  Fare for All Food is 

at Salem each month.   

 

 

 

 

 



Sunday, June 26, we welcome new members to 

the Salem Family: 

 
 

Welch family: Courtney 

(Dad), Sarah (Mom), Riley 

(10 year old son), Peyton (8 

year old son), and three dogs 

(Kirby, Rex and Sadie).  Riley 

and Peyton attend Clearview 

Elementary School.  Riley 

enjoys golf, basketball, video 

games, driving RC cars and 

playing outside.  Peyton 

enjoys driving RC cars, 

playing outside, golf and 

soccer.  Courtney is originally from Havre, 

Montana and enjoys spending his free time golfing 

with friends and family.  Sarah is originally from a 

dairy farm outside of Fountain, Minnesota and 

enjoys spending all of her free time with her family 

and dogs.  

 

         

Roger Larsen: Roger is a retired 

over the road truck driver.  He 

was a dedicated home delivered 

meals volunteer for many years. 

He still enjoys bicycling, and 

playing pool and cards with 

friends at the Whitney Senior 

Center. 

 

 

 

 

Chuck and Marilyn 

Elliott:  Marilyn is a former 

Eastside store owner of 

gourmet coffee and premier 

tobacco. She enjoys reading, 

puzzle making and caring 

often for her young 

grandchild.  Chuck is an 

avid golfer, a former math 

teacher and a retired consultant for retired 

educators.  

 

Paul and Jackie Fallon: 

we will celebrate 27 years 

of marriage in August.  We 

are a blended family with 4 

children and seven 

grandchildren whom I 

lovingly refer to as my 

"babygrands" because of 

my love for piano and 

music.  Paul loves anything to do with being 

physically active and being on the lake.  I love 

teaching REFIT, crafting, playing oboe and 

spending time with my family (not necessarily in 

that order).  We especially fell in love with Salem 

after Paul's accident in December because of your 

loving outreach ministry that included messages, 

cards, prayer and visits. 

 

 

Mike and Kathy 

Markman: Kathy and 

Mark started attending 

Salem when their 

older son Matt was 

going to youth group.  

They grew to love 

Salem and the family 

connections they have 

made.   She enjoys 

spending time 

outdoors, being with 

family and friends, and volunteering and serving in 

the community.  Kathy has worked in the kitchen at 

Salem on Wednesday nights for 6-7 years.  Mike 

enjoys hunting, fishing, music and spending time 

with family and friends. They have two sons - Matt 

lives in Salt Lake City, Utah, and Eric lives in 

Chicago, Illinois. 

 

 

 

Corey and Julie Willman, 

Bradly and Grayson: we have 

been married for 13 yrs. Our 

boys are 11 and 7....almost 12 

and 8.  We all enjoy baseball, 

hockey, NASCAR, Harry 

Potter and traveling. This past 

February we took a family 

vacation to Hawaii! 

 



 

ABA 55 (Awesome Beyond 55 years) will host an Ice Cream Social with Pie 

on Tuesday, August 23, beginning at 6:30pm. The Salem family of all ages 

is invited to attend, as well as the EastSide neighborhood.  Invite your 

friends to join us too. The event will be held outdoors on the church lawn. 
 

We are looking for pie donations. A sign-up will be posted soon where you 

can indicate the number of pies you wish to donate.  Welcome! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

90 RIVERSIDE DRIVE SE                                                     

ST CLOUD MN 56304   
        

Phone 320-252-1625 

Fax 320-252-4424 

E mail contact@salemstcloud.org 

www.salemstcloud.org 

 

 

 

 

Prepared especially for… 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 
Worship 

 

8:30am 

(radio broadcast 
on WMIN 
1010AM) 

10:30am 

 

In Christ’s 
Name, 

Welcome! 
 

http://www.salemstcloud.org/

