
                                       The Salem Window 
                                

         February/March 2023                                                   Vol. 355 
           

 
Ash Wednesday Services,  February 22,  12 noon & 7:00pm  

 

Voluntary Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion 

---------------- 
 

Lenten Midweek Wednesday March 1 – March 29  
Worship 12 noon & 7:00pm  

 

This Lent come reflect on the final words of Jesus: 

 

KNOW + TRUTH + HERE + FORSAKEN + THIRSTY + FINISHED + COMMEND 
 

This will be a multigenerational worship experience, with hands-on ways to connect with God.  
 

A meal will follow the 12 noon worship beginning on Ash Wednesday and continue with the next 

five Wednesdays.  The menu will include soup, bread/crackers, and dessert for $3.  Also on 

Wednesday, there will be a soup supper from 5:15pm-6:45pm.  

---------------- 
 

Passion/Palm Sunday, April 2, 8:30am and 10:30am Worship 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 6, 7:00pm  Service of Holy Communion 

 

Good Friday Service, April 7, 7:00pm 
 

Easter Sunday, April 9 8:30 and 10:30am  Festive Communion Worship 
9:30am Easter Egg Hunt 

---------------- 
 

Local World Day of Prayer Service February 24 
 

All are invited to this year’s local World Day of Prayer service Friday, 

February 24, 1:00pm at First United Methodist Church (1107 Pine Cone 

Rd S, Sartell). 
 

The World Day of Prayer celebration has a long history in the 

St. Cloud area with numerous local churches participating in this 

community event over the years. Begun in 1927, World Day of Prayer is a 

worldwide ecumenical movement of Christian women who come together 

to observe a common day of prayer each year. This year's celebration is 

written by the women of Taiwan. The theme of the worship service  

“I Have Heard About Your Faith” is based on the letter to the Ephesians.  

 

 



 

Pastor Kirsten Pastoral Report 
 

You may be familiar with the 5 stages of grief: denial, anger, bargaining, depression, and acceptance. But did 

you know there is a 6th stage? David Kessler, who co-authored the book On Grief and Grieving with Elizabeth 

Kulber-Ross, has shared his research and life wisdom with the world in a “new” discovery that Christians, 

along with anyone who mourns, have known forever.  Grief is not over when acceptance comes.  The life of 

grief continues when you have lost a person you have loved deeply.  And it continues with finding meaning.  

This is the “6th stage: as Kessler defines it. Finding meaning in the here and now, when your relationship is 

still alive, but the person may be gone.   
 

As we move into 2023, I am struck by the power of this model for the church today. Over the last 20 years, it 

has become apparent that our country and our world has changed.  Going to church does not have the same 

significance in people’s weekly lives that it once did. Being part of a church community is now an unusual act, 

especially for Generation X, Millennials, Gen Z and younger. Each and every youth and child that is in church 

is part of a family who has found the commitment to do something counter-cultural, as many of you can attest, 

as you look at your friends or listen to your own children and grandchildren step away from the church and our 

life together. 
 

Now, Pastor Kirsten, why are you saying all of this in your annual report?  Because, my Christian friends, we 

are grieving.  Our church is not what it once was.  Our congregation has not escaped the trends of our culture or 

society. The ways we organize ourselves into community seems to be shifting away from churches, and 

towards something else.  Or maybe nothing at all, which is incredibly sad.  
 

I want to tell you that I am grieving this.  I was ordained over 10 years ago and have served the church for over 

20 years as an adult.  In those last 20 years, I too have denied, gotten angry, bargained, been depressed and 

finally accepted that the church I knew in my childhood, the church I thought I was called to pastor, does not 

exist anymore.  That church is gone. 
 

And while I won’t patronize you, or myself, by telling you that something better is in its place, I will repeat the 

promise that God has given us in the cross.  Hope springs eternal. There is new life after death, whether that 

death is someone we love who has found themselves in God’s perpetual light, or if that death is an image of 

what we once knew, or wished to be true. Our hope for tomorrow is found in Jesus Christ, the resurrection and 

the life. Our hope for today is found there too.  And so we have a great gift with which to live, to breathe, to 

have our being, together as community: the gift of the real presence of God in our world. 
 

God is here. God is moving in the world. And even if it doesn’t look just as we wish.  Even if I will never 

pastor the kind of church I thought I was stepping into, and we will have to let go of our image of what we 

thought the church was, that was never the hope we held to in the cross in the first place. Our hope is far 

stronger than “bums in the pews” or graph charts.  

 

My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 

 no merit of my own I claim, but wholly lean on Jesus' name. 

 On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand, 

 all other ground is sinking sand. 

 

It is in this spirit that I thank you for the opportunity to serve alongside you, Salem, for these past two years, 

and continuing in the transition in which we find ourselves.  I am grateful that together we have listened to each 

other and to the wider community this past year, and that listening will continue, especially through the Faithful 

Innovations Team and now the transition process.  

 

I want to be clear, my door is always open for listening and sharing dreams and hopes for God’s work here and 

our partnership together in ministry. And my role will be to listen, and also to give space for you all to discern 

together Salem’s next steps when it comes to the right model of pastors, staff and mission moving forward.  



I will not participate in those decisions or process, of course.  Rather, my focus is on being your pastor as God 

calls me to do so at this moment, in finding meaning in our ministry together here and now.  

 

We will continue to move forward with the strategic plans that have already been set in motion by your 

leadership in the transition.  We will find meaning in the connections with each other and our neighborhood, as 

we have already articulated.  Even as you pause to reflect and consider what your future will look like in terms 

of pastoral staff, God’s presence is still here, making every interaction and connection meaningful.   

 

May we find meaning together, Pastor and People, here in this church called Salem in 2023. 

Peace,  Pastor Kirsten 

The Rev. Kirsten Nelson Roenfeldt 

pastorkirsten@salemstcloud.org  320-200-9295 (text or call) 

 

A Few 2022 Spirit Connections to Celebrate! 

• The Neighborhood TLC team supported a neighborhood meeting about the St. Germain corridor on 

Nov 29th in partnership with St. Augs. 

• The Children & Family team coordinated us giving a ton of hygiene products to Lincoln Elementary 

and brought back Milestone ministry as a way to engage families in the changing pandemic. 

• The Marketing & Publicity team proposed a new logo and tagline used now to help Salem be 

recognized in our wider community and greatly increased our dynamic presence online. 

• The Livestream team and worship volunteers all worked to transition to a new camera and sound 

system.  

• We showed up in our community for interfaith conversations and events in support of the LGBTQIA 

community, putting our feet into action for connection and welcome. 

• Youth ministry team cared for our youth with their safety policies and suicide prevention training and 

collaborated with youth to create the conversations and events for the year. 

• Innovated in worship with the placement of a Prayground and the Lenten Mountain Vespers on 

Wednesdays. 

• Began to build bridges between congregations for youth, children and family ministry with Living 

Waters, Atonement and Bethlehem, especially for events and Vacation Bible Camp with Luther Crest. 

• Partnered with LuMin to create ilLuMinate, an interactive, reflective, short worship on Sunday 

afternoons for the college communities and everyone else. 

• Partnered with LuMin and Grace UMC to offer Pub Theology monthly. 

• Began the Faithful Innovation initiative through the Southwestern MN Synod, in order to put lay folks 

in charge of innovations in our midst! 

 

 
Church Staff 
 

Pastor Kirsten Nelson Roenfeldt     

                                             pastorkirsten@salemstcloud.org 

Deb Anderson Caring Ministry Coordinator  

                                                          deb@salemstcloud.org 

Viv Kloskin Admin Assistant           viv@salemstcloud.org 

Stephanie Anderson-Smith Admin Assistant  

             Faith Formation         stephanie@salemstcloud.org 

Kris Shover Finance Clerk        finance@salemstcloud.org 

 

 

Dr. Charles Echols Principal Organist 

Mark Froland Organist 

Lori Potter Handbell Choirs    

Patty Jensen Accompanist  

Josh Smith Choir Director              josh@salemstcloud.org 
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Council President Report – David Leitzman 
 

Greetings to Salem’s Members and Friends: My report of our Council’s activities for the past year will not take the 

form of such reports as offered by previous Salem presidents.  Two factors compel change.  First, we are on the verge of 

celebrating our 140 years of service to the community of Saint Cloud.  The second reason for a new approach is that we 

are, once again, in a state of change with respect to pastoral guidance and related church planning. While the Covid virus 

is still with us, perhaps even growing in its infectious power through continuing mutation, the departure of Pastor Tim 

after only five years of service finds us examining our responses to uncertainties in our future as a worship community. 
 

Salem’s Past:  During her research of church records and related sources, author Meredith Medler wrote in Built on a 

Rock: A Centennial History of Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church, that on the 6th of February, 1883, “twenty-three 

people signed their names as members of the new congregation in Salem’s Protocol Book.”  Combining worship with a 

business meeting, these new members opened their service with Martin Luther’s “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” sung in 

Swedish. The area circuit rider, Pastor Nelsenius, then preached on a text from the tenth chapter of John. “I have other 

sheep that are not of this fold; I must bring them also and they will heed my voice (verses 10-16).”   
                                                                                            

Despite having services on but one Sunday a month guided by a traveling pastor or ministerial student and the threat of 

continuing financial collapse, Salem completed a small wood church in 1884.  That church served skilled Scandinavian 

stone workers migrating to East Saint Cloud to work in new quarries that would provide granite for most of Saint Cloud’s 

finest buildings. Yet despite waves of arriving Swedes  joining Salem, the little wooden church continued to face money 

problems related to low weekly attendance. Salem’s third pastor, J. A. Johansson, frequently urged parents to bring their 

children to church for their religious education.  He also encouraged a more positive attitude towards their religion, 

calling all adults to resist “aloof and indifferent, even antagonistic views toward the work of the Church. (p. 15).  

Johansson condemned “evidence of disunity within Salem in 1899, 1902, and 1903. Church minutes take note of 

“distressing evidence of the world’s seduction during the past year as well as…a shortage of tolerant, forbearing, and 

loving minds. If you do not forgive each other, than neither shall the the Father in Heaven forgive you.  Considering 

mutual harmony and peace, considerably more is to be desired.” (p. 16).   
 

Salem’s Future:  Salem’s membership exceeds the 200 that Medler found recorded for our church’s tenth year (1894; 

p.12), but attendance at our Sunday services, hindered by Covid, approximates attendance records kept during those first 

ten years of Salem’s ministry. Salem’s second called pastor, John Carlstrom, noted that on most Sundays “many empty 

pews could be seen” (p.12).  Salem’s financial and physical resources are greater today, but is our active church 

attendance similar to its past?  
 

Do we have members with the time and talent to help Salem invest in its mission, vision, and values in order to unify 

our congregation’s purpose and communicate this to our neighborhood? Can we call them to do so?  Carey Nieuwhof, a 

futurist and church planter, has noted that many “churches that love their “model” (how they do their work) more than 

their “mission” (what they do to achieve their mission) will die.”  Nieuwhof also observes in a brief article highlighting 

his Ten Predictions about the Future Church that “consumer Christianity (What can I get from God? What is in it for 

me?) will die as it is replaced by an emerging, “authentic, selfless church that will be driven by the Gospel rather than 

one focused on one’s self and personal viewpoints.”  
 

Peter Donohue’s column in the 18 December edition of the Saint Cloud Times, reminds us that “Jesus did not found an 

institution, his followers did years later. Jesus did not tear down the institutions of his time; he cleansed the temple of 

profiteers defiling his Father’s house.  Jesus spoke to the downtrodden, the broken and shunned members of society; to 

lepers with open sores. His message was clear: “Follow me,” not build me a church. Jesus was about action and 

relationship, not the accumulation of wealth and not adherence to rules and regulations. He had but two rules both based 

on love. His way was the communal way where property and possessions were shared. Among his followers there was no 

poverty; there was respect and dignity.” 
 

Do we have the will, the knowledge, and the talent to encourage Salem’s continuing growth into a future that can achieve 

God’s vision of a church which supports its neighbors with what they need?  Let us pray and hope that we do.  Dare we 

ask less of ourselves? 

 

 

  



Sanctuary Paschal Candle  

 

Paschal means “Passover,” 

literally the celebration of 

God saving God’s people 

in Egypt. For us as 

Christians, Jesus is our 

passover (paschal) lamb; 

he died to save us.  This 

candle is lit to celebrate 

Jesus’ death and 

resurrection - what we call 

Easter. We light this 

candle when we are 

celebrating a little Easter or the Easter season.  A 

little Easter is celebrated every time we baptize 

someone. We light it on those Sundays that we 

have a baptism, and The Baptism of Our Lord 

(early January) as well as all seven Sundays of 

Easter (starting Easter Sunday). After we Celebrate 

Pentecost (Red), we stop lighting the candle for 

worship because we are now celebrating the Spirit 

that is loose in the world, rather than the 

resurrection itself.   After the Easter Season, and 

because we are resurrected in baptism, the candle is 

placed close to the baptismal font throughout the 

rest of the year. It is a symbol that reminds us of 

death and resurrection even when it is not lit 

(because we are not specifically celebrating that 

theme). The candle also gets lit for funerals, placed 

near the casket or urn, as a reminder of the same 

promise of resurrection for us all.  
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository

/How_do_we_use_a_Paschal_Candle.pdf 
 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
  

Hooray! The Salem Prayer Shawl Ministry is back 

in action. We may be a small group but we are 

strong in spirit and determination to spread the love 

of God through our ministry to those around us. 

We have a large supply of Prayer Shawls and 

Prayer Squares ready to go. If you know of 

someone who is going through a difficult time or 

someone who is celebrating a milestone or other 

occasion, we invite you to take a Prayer Shawl or 

Prayer Square to let them know that the thoughts, 

prayers and best wishes of our Salem family are 

with them every step of the way.  
 

The Shawls and Squares are in the cabinet by the 

printer in the church office. We ask that you record 

your shawl gift in the books that is provided so we 

can keep track of the items that have gone out.  

This will also help us plan for future need.  
 

If you are not familiar with the work that our 

ministry does, a few of the Prayer Shawls and 

Prayer Squares are on display in the church office 

window as well as in the display window by the 

Fellowship Hall for you to see. 
 

Our next get together to work on shawls is Monday, 

March 6 at 1:00pm and we gather in the church 

library. If you have been knitting or crocheting for 

a long time or are newer to this craft, we would 

love to have you join us.  Thank you for your 

support and encouragement of our ministry. 

-- Barb, Bonnie, Darlene, Karen & Kathy 

 

Farewell to Rollie & Michael & Thank You to Pastor Tim 
 

A heartfelt Thank You to Rollie for his service 

as Property Manager for the last 1 ½ years  at 

Salem.  
 

Thank you, Michael Zellgert, for serving as 

Music Coordinator over the past 1 ½ year.   
 

And again, a Thank You to Pastor Tim for your 

service to the Salem congregation beginning 

November 2017.  We are praying for you in 

your new call to Faith Lutheran Church in Spicer, MN. 

Michael Zellgert 
Rollie LaPlante 

Pastor Tim 

https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/How_do_we_use_a_Paschal_Candle.pdf
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/How_do_we_use_a_Paschal_Candle.pdf


Marketing & Publicity Team Report 
 

We all know that Salem has a place for everyone 

and a variety of events that benefit our community. 

The Marketing & Publicity Team is working to 

make sure everyone in our congregation and 

community is invited. It’s a long game to increase 

the number of people we see on Sundays, but we 

are making strides. 
 

One of our 2023 initiatives is hanging signs around 

the church and in the bathroom stalls to help 

promote all the events happening each month. This 

is one way to keep our events visible to the entire 

congregation. Part of being a good neighbor is 

helping others feel welcome at Salem. To help that, 

we are sending postcards to neighbors with 

information about Ash Wednesday, Lent and Easter 

services. This is a time of year when many are 

looking for a church home, and we want to invite 

them to Salem. Social media is another way we 

promote special events happening at our church.  
 

You can help–take pictures of events and send them 

to Stephanie, Like, Share and Comment on posts. 

You play a big part in welcoming others to our 

congregation. Thank you for spreading the word 

about Salem with your own family and friends! 

 

 

Friendly Visitors 

Do you have a caring spirit and a little extra time? 

Two of our Caring Ministry members have left our 

team in the past year and we would like to have a 

few more caring people join us. We are looking for 

Friendly Visitors to brighten the day of an elderly 

member in need of a visit and to be their connection 

to Salem as well.  If you feel the spirit calling you 

to help in this way, please contact Deb at 

deb@salemstcloud,org, or 320-253-7953 for more 

details. 
 

“Therefore encourage one another and build each 

other up, just as in fact you are doing.” 

1Thessalonians 5:11 
 

Thank you for considering this. I hope you can 

help!  Deb Anderson, Caring Ministry Coordinator 

 

Children & Family Ministry Report 
 

Sunday School takes place upstairs between 

services every week. All kids in kindergarten 

through sixth grade are welcome to join us to learn 

God’s word through stories, sings and activities. 
 

Monthly Milestones are a great way for our 

congregation to celebrate our kids as they grow in 

their faith journey. If you know of any kids who 

would like to celebrate a milestone with us, contact 

the church office for more information and to 

register. 

● In January, we celebrates baptism with all kids up 

through sixth grade. 

● Our preschoolers are learning about the power of 

prayer in February. 

● Fifth and sixth graders will learn the role of 

assisting minister and serve during worship starting 

in March. 

● In April, kids in upper elementary will receive 

their own Bible and learn more about the 

importance of the Bible in their Christian lives. 
 

Other Upcoming Events 

● All kids are invited to an Easter egg hunt after the 

8:30 worship on Easter Sunday. 

● The last family fun night of the year will be May 

17 in the Great Hall. 

● VBS kicks off July 30 in partnership with 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church. We will start the 

week with a potluck for the congregation and 

neighborhood. 

● Several kids and families will attend summer 

camp at Luther Crest in Alexandria. 
 

Lincoln Elementary Service Project: Thank You! 

Thank you to everyone who helped us celebrate the 

Kids and Money milestone by donating hygiene 

supplies to Lincoln Elementary School. We 

collected a full load of products plus over $800 to 

support kids in our neighborhood. 

 

Thank You for Supporting Our Children &amp; 

Family Ministry! 
 

All kids are welcome to join any of our events. 

Thank you for supporting our kids! 



We need your help! 

As Salem adjusts to interim staffing changes and 

we prioritize and shift some duties, the council is 

asking members to volunteer or step up for some 

work previously handled by pastors and staff. 

 

What can you do?  

▪  Say “YES,” when asked to help with task or lead 

a project or program! 

▪ We need volunteers to: coordinate volunteers for 

worship and coffee hour; partner with pastor to 

teach confirmation; serve as adult leadership for the 

Youth Team developing Lenten worship; host 

Adult Forums between services. 

▪We are asking team leaders to independently 

manage team meetings, agendas and projects. 

Please offer your support and help. 

▪ Be open to adjustments in worship as we manage 

with a single-pastor.  

▪Be prepared to make appointments with Pastor 

Kirsten as her workload shifts. 

▪Consider a request’s priority level. Some requests 

may shift as workloads change. 

 

Mental Health - Your emotional, psychological, 

and social well-being 

Mental health affects how we think, feel, and act. It 

also helps determine how we handle stress, relate to 

others, and make healthy choices. One in four 

people will experience a mental illness during some 

point in their lifetime. The other three people will 

know that person as a relative, friend, neighbor, or 

coworker.  (mnmentalhealth.org)   
 

Seek help for yourself or for someone else in need 

by contacting a community resource below:   

 Four County Crisis Response Team: 800-635-

8008 or 320-253-5555 

 https://www.centracare.com/services/suicide-

prevention/resources/    National Alliance on 

Mental Illness: http://www.namistcloud.com/  

 Dial 988 (the 911 for Mental Health crisis): 

Lifeline (988lifeline.org) 

 Veterans Crisis Line: 1-800-273-8255 Press 1 or 

text to 838255   Mental Health Minnesota 

Helpline: free, confidential, anonymous support 

mental health professional.  Call toll free 1-833-

HERE4MN (437-3466)   GriefShare - Grief 

Recovery Support Groups - GriefShare 

(www.griefshare.org)  Anxiety and Depression 

Association of America, ADAA (https://adaa.org/)  

 

 

LWR Quilt Tying Begins Wednesday, Feb. 22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first LWR quilts were delivered to families in 

Western Europe post-World War ll. The quilt and 

kit ministry is Lutheran World Relief’s oldest 

program. Again this Lenten season, we begin to 

assemble the tops, fill and backs by tying them 

together to complete a quilt. We will begin 

Wednesday, Feb.22, working from 9:00am-12 

noon. The service is at noon, followed by a soup 

lunch prepared by Lori Potter and Kathy St. Martin.  
 

For those interested in tying in the afternoon, we 

will do that from 1-2:30pm. You may help in this 

whenever and for how long you are able. We 

welcome all, newcomers as well as those who have 

helped in the past(old-timers)!! We continue on 

Wednesday throughout Lent with the plan to 

display them on Palm Sunday, at which time they 

are bundled and transported to the warehouse in St. 

Paul. 

“Take my hands and let them move At the impulse 

of thy love”(LBW hymn) 

Questions, concerns, etc. -Joan West 320-253-9620 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us from the comfort of your own home as we 

offer a virtual Lutheran Marriage Encounter 

experience March 3-5. We will provide all the 

materials you will need, plus the stories from 

couples just like you with our marriage ups and 

downs. Deadline to register is Feb. 24. Cost is $75. 

Event starts at 7pm Friday and concludes about 

12:30pm Sunday. For information and to register 

go to the website: Godlovesmarriage.org 

http://www.namistcloud.com/
http://www.griefshare.org/
https://adaa.org/


Salem's Youth 
 

While Salem's confirmation class has been working 

hard on the 10 Commandments this year, the East 

Side Youth Group has had the opportunity to 

experience many wonderful life stories from 

members of our congregation as well as increasing 

their faith knowledge with various devos.   
 

The youth have traveled to Atonement Lutheran 

Church twice since the new year to participate in 

service projects for the local non-profit Homeless 

Helping Homeless.  This has been a great 

opportunity for our youth to serve individuals 

within our community and to engage with others of 

shared faith.  Just like Salem is reaching out to our 

neighbors, Salem's youth and youth team are also 

broadening their connection with other youth at 

various Lutheran churches. In the coming months 

we also hope to join with Living Waters on various 

activities.  Let us all be open to new ideas, be 

courageous in our invitations to others as we 

continue to grow and connect with our neighbors. 

With Lent fast approaching, Salem's Youth has also 

been learning about and preparing for the 

Wednesday night Lenten services.  Please help 

support our youth and join us for these multi-

generational worship services.  Let us prepare to 

evaluate our relationship with Jesus and reflect on 

what it means to be a follower of Christ not only 

individually but collectively. 

 

How Can I Help? 
 

As Salem is going through this transitional time, there 

are many ways to help.  For worship, volunteer to be a 

Greeting, Usher,  Reader,  Communion Server, Assistant 

Minister or join the Live Streaming Team. If interested 

in helping, contact the church office or sign up online 

by going to Salem's website.  Look for the "Worship" 

dropdown menu at the top of your screen and then select 

"Worship Volunteers".  From here you will be able to 

select one of the above volunteer positions for either the 

8:30 or 10:30 worship service.  Now select the date that 

you would like to volunteer for and simply enter in your 

name and email address.  Shortly afterwards, you will 

receive a confirmation email and you are ready to go.  

Bringing your time and talents to Salem's worship 

services has never been easier. 

 

Salem Library News 
 

Books with Dogs:  We have a cart by our library 

desk.  On that cart are several books about dogs – 

some books for children and some for adults.  

These are three of those books: 
 

For Children 
 

Pups of the Spirit illustrated by Deborah Melmon.  

God gave each puppy a gift of its own and Pups of 

the Spirit is how they are known!  These pups show 

us how God wants us to be – each with a special 

trait He likes to see.  Based on Galatians 4:22-23:  

Fruit of the spirit produces love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness and self control. 
 

The View from Under the Pew by Diane Winters 

Johnson (for children ages 4-8).  This illustrated 

story book introduces children to the true story of 

Walter, a guide dog, who assists Pastor Diane in her 

daily ministries of the church.  Walter loves his 

view from under the pew where he can listen to the 

choir singe and see the faces of families who 

worship together. 
 

For Adults 
 

The Dog That Whispered by Jim 

Kraus.  From bestselling author 

Jim Kraus, a touching tale about a 

dog who has people convinced he 

can talk – and who causes a stir 

with what he’s “saying”! 

 

 

Sunday Adult Forums at 9:35am in the Great 

Hall presented by CentraCare Outreach Team: 

February 19 - Bounce Back Project has a single 

purpose - to impact the lives of individuals, 

communities, and organizations by promoting 

health through happiness. Numerous studies have 

shown that using simple tools to help us retrain our 

mind to focus on the positive can increase feelings 

of well-being and decrease feelings of depression.  

March 5 - Suicide Prevention Gatekeeper: 

Suicide prevention training teaches you how to 

recognize the warning signs of suicide, how to 

respond, and connect someone to help. 

 

mailto:contact@salemstcloud.org
https://www.salemstcloud.org/


Thank you for your cards and prayers.  

It has meant so much to me.   

                                 --  Audrey Jaeger 

Assisting Ministers are 

coming back to Salem! In 

the next month you will see 

your peers and youth begin 

to help in public worship.   
 

We have several adults and 

5th graders and up who are 

trained to lead the 

congregation in prayer and to serve communion, as 

well as help set up for worship.  If this is a role you 

would like to serve in, please contact Pastor 

Kirsten. Thanks! 

 

 

Pastor Kirsten welcomes 

the chance to spend one-on-

one time with you. If you 

haven’t yet had a chance to 

meet with her, consider 

finding a time in the coming weeks. Call Viv in the 

church office to get on Pastor Kirsten's calendar or 

email PK at pastorkirsten@salemstcloud.org. 

 

 

Handrails have been installed 

in the front of the sanctuary for 

those who desire to use them 

going up and down the chancel 

("stage") area.  Please Thank 

Rollie and the Property Team 

for their work!  

 

 

 

ABA55 March 17th Event 

 

In “Moments to Remember,” Mike – who was a 

radio DJ while in college (1964-1968)- comes to 

Salem to take us back to the birth of rock and roll in 

the mid-1950s.  Mike shares pictures and stories 

about some of the artists and songs, including 

segments on pioneer radio DJs. 

 

On Friday, March 17, the one hour program begins 

at 1:00pm (following a pizza lunch).  

 

 

 

Salem Foundation Education Scholarships are 

available for outstanding individuals who are 

members and/or active participants of Salem 

Lutheran Church.   Application materials on-line at 

http://www.salemstcloud.org under Foundation tab 

or in the Gathering Area. Application deadline is 

April 15. (Application materials have been mailed 

to parents and high school seniors.)   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2022 Scholarship Recipients 

 

Ramona Mohs Scholarship:  The Salem 

Foundation annually awards one $500 scholarship 

to an individual with a professed interest and 

intention of pursuing or continuing a professional 

career in the broad field of health care.  This 

scholarship is open to all ages.  
 

Ruth Betts Scholarship: The Salem Foundation 

awards Ruth Betts Scholarships to high school 

seniors with awards up to $1000 made available to 

students in their first year of post-high school 

training. 
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    90 RIVERSIDE DRIVE SE        
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Phone 320-252-1625 
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Salem 2023 Church Council 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday  
 

Worship 
8:30am 

(radio broadcast 
on WMIN 
1010AM) 

 

10:30am 
 

In Christ’s Name, 
Welcome! 

 

 

 2023 Salem Church Council: (top row L to R):  Tim Backes; Deb Campbell; Emily Fischer; Vice President 

Jan Hallan; Justin Hauer;  Treasurer Jody Illies;   (2nd row L to R); Cathy Jenniges; Nick Johnstone; Rene 

Kaluza; President David Leitzman; Secretary Greg Nastrom; Kathy St. Martin.   

 

 


