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      A Word from Pastor Tim:  Drawn to the Cross. 
 

   Two years ago during Lent we first started learning about  

   the seriousness of the pandemic among us. It was my hope  

   that we would take a small break for safety and then be  

   worshipping again by Easter morning in-person.  

 

   Our hope of that return was a little off...but love remains.  

   God’s love continues to bind us together even through  

   hardship and challenge. Praise God! 

 

   This year I invite you to join me again in worship and  

   devotion. We will be providing our Salem community with  

   a booklet inspired by Henri J.M. Nouwen’s writings. Our  

   Sunday worship will include a litany drawn from the themes  

   of the booklet “Drawn to the Cross.”   

 

   The themes are:   

 

   Week 1)  God’s plans and purpose for our life. “I know the 

    plans I have for you, says the LORD, ... to give you a future 

    with hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)   

 

   Week 2)  Christian discipleship. “He died for all, so that those who live might live no longer  

    for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them.”  (2 Corinthians 5:15) 

 

   Week 3)  Faithful God. “Be strong and courageous, do not be frightened or dismayed, for  

    the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.”  (Joshua 1:9) 

 

   Week 4)  Transformed toward glory. “All of us, ... seeing the glory of the LORD as though  

    reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to  

    another.” (2 Corinthians 3:18) 

 

    Week 5)  Our Comforter. “When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her  

     also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved.”  (John 11:33) 

 

    Week 6)  Palm Sunday Parade. “The great crowd ... took branches of palm trees and went  

     out to meet him, shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is ... the King of Israel.” (John 12:12-13) 

 

     Please pick up your booklet around the start of Lent, the 2nd of March at the church office  

     and the Welcome Center in our Gathering Area. Let the office know if you need one sent to  

     you.  

     

    God be with you! -- Pastor Tim 

   

 

Our Mission  

Is  

Making 

Jesus 

Known! 
 

 
 

    Marks of  

  Discipleship 
 

  I will strive  

  to… 
  

  Read   

  scripture 

  daily 
 

  Pray daily 
 

  Worship        

  weekly 
 

  Serve in  

  ministry at  

  Salem 
 

  Serve in  

  outreach 

  beyond  

  Salem 
 

  Tithe (10%)  

  of my   

  financial 

  resources 
 

  Lead others  

  To Jesus  



 

 

 

Pastor Kirsten’s Thoughts on Lent… 

 

Drawn to the Cross …by a call                 March 9th 

               …as a living sacrifice           March 16th 

               …as the One who is faithful    March 23rd 

               …as witnesses to The Light     March 30th 

               …through grief to glory          April 6th 

 

This year I have been blessed with people in this congregation asking some great questions about Lent: 

Why do we worship on Wednesdays this season? Why do we add devotions? Is this a time of mourning 

or just reflection? What are we trying to do here? I am so grateful for curious people!  

 

The season of Lent starts with Ash Wednesday, a day to remember that we are dust, mortal, fallible 

and most importantly, dependent upon God. And reflection on God as faithful, trustworthy, and worthy 

of our worship. Turning to God is the act of repentance, and this season of fasting is intended to focus 

us upon God, rather than our bodily needs.  

 

This season was probably first developed in preparation for Easter Vigil baptisms, preparing new 

Christians to make their conversion complete, often the night before Easter, entering Jesus' tomb and 

being raised again with him. Through the centuries, Christians began fasting in preparation for Easter, 

fasting from food or some other pleasure, that would be a spiritual discipline of self-sacrifice.  

 

I would argue that it is most helpful to us today to see this fasting not suffering for the sake of 

suffering, but rather learning to control one’s own impulses for the sake of being able to better love 

one’s neighbor.  

 

Lenten Wednesday night worship is a practice that has developed in our modern context from various 

ancient church practices of more frequent worship, prayer, and reflection to get them through this 

period of fasting. At Salem this year, we are inviting you to worship on Wednesdays, and hoping all 

generations will join us.  

 

Wednesday night worship at Salem has been led and created by youth in the past. This year, with the 

ongoing shifts happening in our ministry, we are excited to try something new. Worship will be 

designed as reflective and approachable for all generations. 

 

 We hope people of all ages will find a space to enter the stillness (but not always quiet) where we can 

hear God. In an effort to support your Lenten season of discipline, Salem is offering a daily devotional 

booklet (See Pastor Tim’s newsletter article) and on Wednesdays we will host a book study 

conversation and gather for a meal.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Here is the Wednesday Lenten schedule: 

 

12 noon Worship Service  

 

5:00-6:00 pm Book Study will be discussing Henri Nouwen’s writing, Following Jesus: Finding Our 

Way Home in an age of anxiety.  We began a slow roll out Feb 16 & 23rd and will begin in earnest on 

March 9th.  Please join our circle of warmth and curiosity about how we might listen to God in our 

crazy world. If you would like to join us on Zoom, please reach out and I will make that happen.  

 

5:30-6:30pm Soup Suppers will be offered as a simple way to gather together across the congregation. 

Be fed with both physical and relational nourishment.  

 

7:00-7:45pm Mountain Vespers worship will be held in the sanctuary as a time of reflection and 

connection to God and each other. This service has an element of folksy fun, but is still relaxed and 

gentle on the soul. Please plan to worship together each Wednesday in Lent as a community in the 

wide embrace of God’s love. 

 

The Sunday and Wednesday themes this year will be connected as we are Drawn to the Cross in so 

many different ways. As you read your home devotional, study Following Jesus and worship on 

Sundays and Wednesdays, we hope you will grab hold of Lent as an opportunity to grow in faith, 

gratitude for all God has given us, and that we will be knit together in one communion more and more.  

 

-- In the Peace of the Cross,  Pastor Kirsten 

 

PS Families with Littles – The Children & Family Ministry Team will be delivering a home devotional 

to you, encouraging you to pray together. We hope to touch base with you in person on Sunday 

afternoon March 27th - try to be home if you can! *Save the Date* for Palm Sunday Palm Procession 

(April 10) and an Easter Egg Hunt on Easter Sunday (April 17).  

 

PS2: Share this information from the Salem website: https://www.salemstcloud.org/worship/lent-2022.  

 

PS3: Additional Resources on the “Why’s” of Lent: a great primer on Lent, explained from Vox; and 

for the history buffs among us, The Early History of Lent from Baylor University.  

 

 

 

 

Ash Wednesday Services,  March  2,   12 noon & 7:00pm  

Voluntary Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion 
 

Lenten Midweek Wednesday Worship 12 noon & 7:00pm  
 

Wednesday Lenten meals at 5:30-6:30pm: variety of soups, bread, and dessert. 

     

     Wednesday meal following the 12 noon worship starting March 9th. 

https://www.amazon.com/Following-Jesus-Finding-Direction-Uncertain/dp/1101906391
https://www.amazon.com/Following-Jesus-Finding-Direction-Uncertain/dp/1101906391
https://www.salemstcloud.org/worship/lent-2022
https://www.vox.com/identities/22287343/lent-fast-ash-wednesday-easter-2021-dates
https://www.baylor.edu/content/services/document.php/193181.pdf


FACT Youth Service Project  
 

In January, the Youth of Salem went to the 

FACT(Feeding Area Children Together) 

facility here in St. Cloud in order to help pack 

some of the 440 food bags that FACT packs in 

just one week. In Central MN, 1 in 5 students 

do not know where their next meal will come 

from.  
 

FACT helps bridge the gap when kids are not 

in school with backpacks filled with food before 

weekends and school breaks. These packs provide 

full meals and high quality snacks.  
 

Great News! The ELCA has granted $30,000 to 

FACT, through Salem's partnership. This grant will 

provide a key portion of the funds needed to feed our 

area children. What a faithful way to share our 

resources as church together! Double the impact of 

this grant by contributing to FACT or to the ELCA 

Hunger Grants program that we might continue to 

show Christ's love with all that God has entrusted to 

us.  
 

     

Parents Night Out 

On Saturday, March 19, the Salem Youth will host the fundraiser “Parents Night Out.”  Parents can 

drop their kids off at Salem between 5:00-8:00pm and enjoy a night of fun. Our youth  and adults will 

feed and entertain the little ones. Caretakers are background checked and a CPR certified caretaker will 

be present. A free will offering is appreciated. Register at salemstcloud.org but drop-offs are welcome. 

All proceeds will go towards Salem’s Summer Service Trip. 

 

Palm Sunday Parade  

Attention all parents of little ones: Your children are invited to participate in Salem’s Palm Parade on 

Palm Sunday, April 10, at the 10:30am worship service. Come to Sunday School at 9:30am to practice 

our parade!.   

 

Easter Breakfast 

Volunteers Needed! The High School Youth Ministry would like to host an Easter Breakfast on April 

17th for the congregation but needs your help. Our current group size is too small to host this on our 

own. Please contact Stephanie if you are interested in helping to bring back this fun tradition and great 

fundraising opportunity for our Summer Service Trip: stephanie@salemstcloud.org.  

 

Easter Egg Hunt 

Join us for our annual Easter Egg Hunt on Easter Sunday, April 17, at 9:30am. Little ones will have 

fun searching the grounds for the hidden easter eggs while the adults can enjoy conversation. Let us 

celebrate this important Holy Day together as a congregation in fellowship.  

https://stcloudfact.org/
https://www.elca.org/domestichungergrants?fbclid=IwAR1Gtso2TcrsFQuFxRYImgB-1O0IQ_8sEiQ0WZ5i88q-HvExF3B7gjjqryE
https://www.elca.org/domestichungergrants?fbclid=IwAR1Gtso2TcrsFQuFxRYImgB-1O0IQ_8sEiQ0WZ5i88q-HvExF3B7gjjqryE
mailto:stephanie@salemstcloud.org


Salem Foundation Scholarships  
 

Scholarships will be awarded to outstanding 

individuals who are members and/or active 

participants of Salem Lutheran Church. Application 

materials will be available the first week of March. 
 

Ramona Mohs Scholarship:   

The Salem Foundation annually awards one $500 

scholarship to an individual with a professed 

interest and intention of pursuing or continuing a 

professional career in the broad field of health care. 

This scholarship is open to all ages. 
 

Ruth Betts Scholarship:  

The Salem Foundation awards Ruth Betts 

Scholarships to high school seniors with awards up 

to $1000 made available to students in their first 

year of post-high school training. 

 

Salem Day Camp 
 

Volunteers 

Needed! Calling 

on retired folk and 

teachers with 

summers off for 

July 18-22.  

We are hoping to 

bring the camp 

experience of 

Luther Crest to 

Salem! A well trained and enthusiastic Luther Crest 

team will bring their energy, along with songs, arts 

& crafts, games, recreational equipment, worship 

ideas and Bible studies to provide a meaningful 

worship experience right here at Salem for kids 

who have completed Grades K-6th. Please contact 

pastorkirsten@salemstcloud.org to help make this 

ministry happen for our neighborhood. 

 
Summer Service Trip 
 

This new trip, riffing on an old Road Trip theme, is 

in the works for the week of July 25 in conjunction 

with Service Learning CampsTM. The trip is for 

youth who have completed 9th grade and up.  

Details of the trip and information about various 

fundraisers will be communicated during the next 

several months. Congregational support and 

participation in these events will be pivotal.  

       

From Nick (Lundholm) and Naomi Sveholm, serving 

in Slovakia with ELCA's Central Europe Teachers 
 

I saw a very faint rainbow in the sky yesterday 

(February 17) as I walked through the giant raindrops of 

a sunshower on my way to pick up my 7-year-old. We 

have had several showers recently, and warm 

afternoons; it may be that an early spring is near. It is 

approaching just as Omicron seems to have passed its 

peak in Slovakia. Omicron brought new cases at higher 

numbers than we have seen at any point during the 

pandemic, though the number of hospitalizations 

thankfully never quite reached the same point as in late 

November when Slovakia had the highest number of 

deaths per capita in the world. The vaccination rate still 

hovers at 51%. 
 

At school we saw messages at least once a day naming 

students who had tested positive and which classes 

would be sent home for a number of days (students in 

core groups all take the same classes together without 

mixing and that makes it easier to identify who should 

be quarantined). Those messages have decreased and I 

am no longer substituting one or two classes each day. 

Despite a lack of ideal equipment, some classes were 

taught in a hybrid manner, including instances where the 

teacher was online with students physically in the 

classroom at school. Life has been differently chaotic 

this calendar year. The chaos makes me appreciative of 

the days I am in school and not home with a sick kid, 

the days more than half my class is present, the days 

students approach me after class for a chat and a 

physical hug. I have told students repeatedly, “Your 

grades are important for a few years; your mental health 

and how you treat yourself are important for your entire 

life.”  It is not very teacherly advice, perhaps, but I 

believe it is timely. While I have felt like a teacher 

throughout the three and a half years I’ve been in 

Slovakia, this year I feel more like a missionary. Some 

students visibly relax when they hear that it is okay to 

prioritize mental health over grades, especially the 

seniors who are preparing for the written portion of their 

school leaving exams in March (the oral portion is in 

May). Many of them are still hoping the exams will be 

cancelled, as they have been the two previous years. 

These seniors are at a disadvantage, having spent large 

portions of the previous two years learning online.  
 

It is a year of grace, when flexible deadlines are a must 

and being a missionary looks like kind words and 

regular check-ins (for students and teachers both), 

sometimes hugs. May the rainbow be a harbinger of 

better times. -- Naomi Sveholm 

Thank you for your continued financial and spiritual 

support. Please follow ELCA Central Europe Teachers 

on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/ELCA-

Central-Europe-Teachers-Program-105611045256456) 

and/or Instagram (https://www.instagram.com/elcacet/). 

mailto:pastorkirsten@salemstcloud.org
https://www.facebook.com/ELCA-Central-Europe-Teachers-Program-105611045256456
https://www.facebook.com/ELCA-Central-Europe-Teachers-Program-105611045256456
https://www.instagram.com/elcacet/


How is your mental health? 
 

The past 2 years have tested our emotions and 

caused a lot of stress, fear, anxiety, anger, sadness, 

loneliness, worry, loss of energy …..and hopefully 

patience, gratitude, and some joy.  
 

Mental health can be defined as our emotional, 

psychological, and social well-being. It affects how 

we think, feel and act as we cope with life. (And we 

have had a lot to cope with!) If you have made it 

this far you are probably blessed with resilience: 

the ability to withstand adversity and to bounce 

back from misfortune or change. Resilient people 

tap into their strengths and support systems to 

overcome challenges and work through them.  
 

For many, the support systems that have gotten us 

through the pandemic years are caring friends, 

family, neighbors, coworkers, mental health 

professionals, and our faith. We could also include 

medical care, grocery deliveries, increased 

technology, worship online, and more. In addition 

to staying connected with loved ones, experts 

encourage adequate sleep, good nutrition, physical 

activity (especially in nature), engaging in activities 

you enjoy, and helping others. There is helpful 

information online as well. But if you are struggling 

and still need more support, consider tapping into 

some of these resources: 

• NAMI – mental health resources for adults and 

families 

• Whitney Senior Center – promotes the well-

being of adults 55 years and greater  

• Lutheran Social Services -mental health 

counseling services – 320-251-7700 (St Cloud) 

• Catholic Charities Behavioral Health Services – 

320-650-1660 

• Centra Care Behavioral Health – mental health 

services 

• Salem’s Caring Ministry deb@salemstcloud.org 
 

We have been through a lot in the past 2 years and 

the stress of Covid-19 and life, has impacted us all 

in various ways. Name the feelings you have had, 

share your feelings with others, try to see the 

“silver lining,” and move forward with hope and 

gratitude. Tomorrow is a new day. Philippians 4:6 

says, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in 

everything by prayer and petition with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God.”  

May the God who hears your prayers grant you 

peace, 

Deb Anderson, Salem Caring Ministry Coordinator 

On dealing with the stress of the pandemic  

by Peter Lundholm of Salem’s Caring Ministry  
 

Martin Luther, in the Small Catechism, outlines a 

response to God, saying we ought to do so with, 

“prayer, praise and thanksgiving.” 
 

What we have been experiencing has indeed been 

stressful and even given us good cause to grieve. 

And grief can be a good thing. We all experience it, 

whether through the death of a loved one, loss of a 

friend or many changes. We can be disoriented by 

any of these experiences. 
 

Through this grief we can know ourselves as 

vulnerable. Now, many of us do not like the feeling 

of being vulnerable. In a positive sense, it can mean 

that we are opened. We can be vulnerable 

selectively and that may be important as not 

everything or everyone around us may respect that 

vulnerability.  
 

One of the things I appreciate about Martin 

Luther’s teaching is that it helps us to respond well 

to what happens in life. He encourages us to have a 

sense of and an appreciation of our vocation and to 

work to discover it.  
 

To seek God’s guidance, in the midst of our 

vulnerability, we are not left to do it alone. We 

have our community of faith. We are called to 

humility, in a positive sense. The word humility 

comes from the Latin word that shares a root with 

humus, the top layer of soil that is open to receive 

warmth, light, and rain. It is the most productive 

part of the soil. We are called to be open and that is 

another gift of God. 
 

One of the prayers I have made a daily part of my 

life is a prayer that God will open my eyes, ears, 

heart, and mind, so that I can see what God is doing 

to provide direction and guidance. That is again, 

part of what we receive by gathering as a faith 

community, where our neighbor can remind us of 

what we ourselves may not be seeing. 
 

We can also practice this as we approach others in 

our life, seeking to know from them what their 

hopes, values and aspirations are. 
 

And God gives us the time to practice this 

throughout our life. Perhaps the pandemic may 

have given us the time for this.



Sunday Adult & Family Forums  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come and participate in our March and April 

Cross-Generational Forums. Together as a 

congregation, we can Listen, Share and Love one 

another. Join us Sundays, March 20 and April 10, at 

9:30am as we reflect during Lent and prepare for 

Holy Week.  

 

Sunday Kid’s Bulletins 

The pre-readers and readers Kid’s Bulletins are 

available every Sunday at the main Sanctuary door. 

Make sure to grab them for your children! 

 

 

Church Staff 
 

Pastor Tim Routh    pastortim@salemstcloud.org 
 

Pastor Kirsten Nelson Roenfeldt   

pastorkirsten@salemstcloud.org 
 

Deb Anderson Caring Ministry Coordinator  

deb@salemstcloud.org 
 

Viv Kloskin Admin Assistant   viv@salemstcloud.org 
 

Stephanie Anderson-Smith Admin Assistant Faith 

Formation stephanie@salemstcloud.org 
 

Kris Shover Finance Clerk  finance@salemstcloud.org 
 

Rollie LaPlante Property Manager 

rollie@salemstcloud.org 
 

Michael Zellgert Music Coordinator 

michael.zellgert@gmail.com 
 

Dr. Charles Echols Principal Organist 
 

Mark Froland Organist 
 

Lori Potter Handbell Choirs    
 

Patty Jensen Accompanist  
 

Josh Smith Choir Director josh@salemstcloud.org 

       

ABA 55 (Awesome Beyond Age 55) March 10     

ABA 55 has an event coming on Thursday, March 

10, 1:00pm in Salem’s Great Hall.  
 

The featured speaker is Bill Vossler, St. Cloud 

Times columnist. His topic is on the Burma Shave 

signs that appeared along the nation’s highways 

from 1925-1963. Typically six signs were erected 

with each of the first five signs containing a line of 

rhyming verse and the sixth sign being Burma 

Shave.  
 

Musical entertainment will be by Tony and Rick on 

harmonica and guitar.  
 

Coffee and dessert will follow the program. 

 

 

Live Stream Help Needed! 
 

   The Live stream team is looking to add 3-4 more  

   members to cover one shift once a month  

   (Sundays 8:30am or 10:30am).  

 

    Plus we have Lenten Services we would like to 

    stream as well, Wednesdays at 7:00pm. 
 

   Training takes 30 minutes of your time. Then  

   you watch us one service and then we watch 

   you stream one service and your training is  

   complete!  
     

    If you can operate an iPad you can learn  

    streaming. It is very intuitive and easy to learn.  

    Nothing to program!  
 

    Contact Julie Johnson at 320-248-5245 or  

    jjarm65@gmail.com to get trained  

 

 

mailto:pastortim@salemstcloud.org
mailto:pastorkirsten@salemstcloud.org
mailto:deb@salemstcloud.org
mailto:viv@salemstcloud.org
mailto:finance@salemstcloud.org
mailto:rollie@salemstcloud.org
mailto:jjarm65@gmail.com


Lutheran World Relief Quilts  

 

 

We will began tying quilts for Lutheran World 

Relief on Ash Wednesday, March 2, 9:00am-

12:00noon, and 1:00-3:00pm. Anyone can come for 

any length of time, every minute counts.  
 

It does involve standing, but the only other skill is 

tying a square knot. A new item is now available to 

make the work more enjoyable! Lessons are free 

and many are available to help. We enjoy the 

working and visiting at the same time.  
 

We will continue the six Wednesdays of the Lenten 

season. This is one very important way to observe 

Lent. Using our hands to do God's Work!! 

 

On Palm Sunday, April 10, the quilts will be 

displayed on the pews. They will be available for 

purchase. The money earned will be used for 

purchasing materials for next time and for the cost 

of shipping. The quilts are brought to the LWR 

warehouse in St. Paul.  

.  

 

Wednesday Meal Help! 
 

The Wednesday meal team needs a dedicated adult 

to purchase food and plan the meals every other 

week starting in the Fall 2022. Julie & Kathy are 

wrapping up their years of service in the kitchen. 

The ideal candidate is a mom or dad whose kids are 

starting in confirmation or youth group that want to 

volunteer for a couple of years. 
 

This is every other week commitment from 5:00-

7:00pm, plus time to purchase food at Sam's Club. 

Call Julie Johnson 320-248-5245 to learn more. 

 

 

Update on bloodmobile drive at Salem:  Due to 

staff shortage at the Red Cross, the drive has now 

been rescheduled for June 2 at the Salem church 

site. Due to the need for blood, members are 

encouraged to donate at the Red Cross site at 1301 

W. St. Germain, St. Cloud. The time period will 

make it possible to donate again in June. 

 
2022 Sunday Sponsorship sign up sheets for 

radio, bulletins, communion elements, altar 

flowers in remembrance or honor of loved ones 

are on the bulletin board by the church office. 

Costs are:  8:30am radio broadcast (WMIN 1010am 

or 106.5FM) $45 partial sponsorship or $90 for 

total sponsorship; bulletins or communion 

elements-$15 each; altar flowers – $30. 

 
Please check in with Salem Facebook page and 

our website www.salemstcloud.org for 

information. 

 
Fare for All Food at Salem Monday, March 7, 

3:30-5:30pm.  Fare For All offers value, variety, 

quality, and nutrition in their food packages. Mega 

Meat Pack $25; Produce Pack $10; Mini Meat Pack 

$11; and Combo Pack $20. There is no need to 

register in advance. There are no income 

qualifications. Fare for All accepts cash, credit, 

debit, and EBT cards.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.salemstcloud.org/


Spring Gathering-WELCA, Great River 

Conference April 2  
 

Kim Kane, author of Sparkle On…Women Aging 

in Gratitude is the featured presenter at the Spring 

Gathering of Women of the ELCA, Great River 

Conference. Kane interviewed over 200 women 

about aging. From these interviews, she took 

ordinary experiences and created stories filled with 

extraordinary learning and moments of gratitude. 

Kane’s topic for the Gathering will be “Living Life 

in Tandem with Gratitude.” 
 

The Spring Gathering will be hosted by 

Celebration, Sartell, on Saturday, April 2. Coffee 

and treats begin at 8:30am, sponsored by 

Bethlehem Lutheran, followed by the business 

meeting and program. The Gathering is concluded 

with lunch served by the women of Celebration. 

Celebration is located at 1500 Pine Cone Road, 

Sartell. 
 

In order to have a better count of expected 

attendance, pre-registration, and payment of $10.00 

is required for this event. The registration forms are 

available in Salem’s office. Deadline for pre-

registration is Friday, March 25. 

All participants are asked to wear a mask during 

the meeting and program. 

 

2022 SW MN Synod WELCA Convention 
 

Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church, 800 10th Street 

South, Benson, MN will host the 2022 WELCA 

SW MN Synod  Convention on Friday, May 13. 

The theme verse for the convention is Psalm 149:1, 

“Praise the Lord! Sing to the Lord a new song, his 

praise in the assembly of the faithful!” Guest 

speaker is Rev. Heather Culuris, a synod minister. 
 

In Kind Offerings accepted this year include LWR 

quilts and all LWR Kits. They can be dropped off 

from 7:30-10:00am. Registration, coffee and 

displays will be available beginning at 8:00am. The 

convention will conclude by 3:30pm. 
 

Registrations are due by April 18. The registration 

fee of $50.00 includes the noon luncheon and 

coffee breaks. Convention scholarships are 

available to first time attendees to a Synod 

Convention. Applications are due by April 9. 

Registration forms and scholarship applications are 

available in Salem’s office.

Salem Church Library 
 

The new book in our Salem 

Library was recommended 

in our Jan/Feb. issue of 

Gather magazine. 

 

In The Unlikely Yarn of the 

Dragon Lady by 

Sharon J. Mondragon, the 

prayer shawl ministry of 

Hope of Glory Community 

Church gets booted out of 

their preferred workspace when the chapel 

undergoes restoration and  painting.  
 

The pastor encourages the group to knit in public 

while the chapel is unavailable. The women 

reluctantly agree. The pastor-whose bishop has 

given him a year to turn around the dying 

congregation – privately hopes the public knitting 

will lead to outreach and witnessing which might 

just spur growth in the congregation.  
 

You will have to read the book to see where 

knitting in the local mall leads this small band of 

radical knitters, as they are dubbed by a mall 

worker.  
 

It is a quick, enjoyable read and even includes a 

prayer shawl pattern at the end of the  book. The 

Unlikely Yarn of the Dragon Lady  was published 

last year by Kregel Publications (Grand Rapids, 

Michigan).  

 
Salem Tuesday Noon Book Club 
 

The Tuesday Noon Book 

Club will meet at Salem 

March 8 from 12:00 noon 

to 1:00pm. All interested 

readers are invited. The book 

for March is Giver of Stars 

by Jojo Moyes.  
 

Upcoming books: April This 

Tender Land by William 

Kent Krueger; May Mustard 

Seed by Laila Ibrahim. 

 

 

 



Salem 2022 Church Council 
 

 

 

 
 

    2022 Salem Church Council: (top row L to R):  Tim Backes; Deb Campbell; Jan Hallan; Treasurer Jody  

    Illies; Cathy Jenniges; Nick Johnstone;  (2nd row L to R); Rene Kaluza, President David Leitzman;  

    Greg Nastrom; Kathy St. Martin; Vice President Micah  Stoeckel; Secretary Janet Tilstra.  

 

 


