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                       Come and Celebrate the Season at Salem      

   “And Yonder Breaks…A New and Glorious Morn” will feature narrations and 

   special Advent/Christmas music sung by the worshiping congregation and  

   performed by several of Salem’s musical groups. This is an ideal service to  

   reach out to  others and invite them to Salem as we all work together to "Make  

   Jesus  Known." 
     

 

 

 

Our Mission  

Is  

Making 

Jesus 

Known! 
 

 

 
 

 
  Marks of  

  Discipleship 
 

  I will strive  

  to… 
  

  Read   

  scripture 

  daily 
 

  Pray daily 
 

  Worship        

  weekly 
 

  Serve in  

  ministry at  

  Salem 
 

  Serve in  

  outreach 

  beyond  

  Salem 
 

  Tithe (10%)  

  of my   

  financial 

  resources 
 

  Lead others  

  To Jesus  

 Making 
 Jesus 
 Known 

And Yonder Breaks… 

A New and Glorious Morn! 

 

Salem’s Annual Advent Choral Service 

 

Sunday, December 11 

8:30am & 10:30am 

 

Christmas Worship Services 

Christmas Eve Saturday, Dec. 24 
 

  
 

 

  3:00pm - Family Worship Service with 

  Special Emphasis for Children 

 

  5:00pm & 10:00pm   Candlelight &  

  Holy Communion Services 
 

**  9:30pm  Enjoy  ½ hour of Christmas  

      prelude music before the 10:00pm  

      service featuring  Dr. Charles Echols,  

      organ, and Michael Zellgert, violin 
 

Christmas Day Sunday, Dec. 25 

8:30am Worship 
Hymn Sing Sunday, January 1 

8:30am Worship Service 

NO 10:30am worship Dec. 25 or Jan.1 



A Crisis of Opportunity 
  

Perhaps you have already heard the story of ‘Silent Night.’ This most beloved 

Christmas carol was born out of a crisis of opportunity in 1818. Evidently the church 

organ broke down just a few days before Christmas, (due to mice or rust or both is not 

clear.) But it meant that a small congregation in Oberndorf, Austria was due to have a very quiet – and 

for some, a very disappointing – Christmas Eve worship service.  But Pastor Josef Mohr, remembering 

a poem he had written a couple years before, pulled it out, took it to the church organist, Franz Xaver 

Gruber, and asked him to compose a melody for it that could be accompanied by guitar. “Oh, and by 

the way, no pressure. I just need it tomorrow night for worship!” the traditional story declares. 

  

 The rest, of course, is history. Silent Night, heard and loved by traveling musicians, was carried far 

and wide and became a favorite all around the world. It remains so even to this day. 

 

 Or, perhaps you remember the story of Joseph, the earthly father of Jesus, whose birth we await 

once again. Joseph certainly faced a crisis when he discovered that his betrothed was with child and he 

knew full well that the child was not his! Not wanting to disgrace Mary, he decided “to dismiss her 

privately,” Matthew’s gospel tells us. But, of course, God had other plans. Appearing to Joseph in a 

dream, he told him “do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from 

the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from 

their sins.” (Matthew 1:20) And so, Joseph did. 

 

 What both of these stories tell us is that God not only can but does work through the crises or 

challenges that arise to bring to fruition a beautiful outcome that blesses not only those who must 

endure the immediate challenges of the moment, but for others as well who reap the benefits far into 

the future. Certainly the whole world has benefited for the last 200 years from Mohr’s and Gruber’s 

musical offering of faith and their ability to think outside the box! Certainly we have and continue to 

benefit from Joseph – and Mary’s! – trust in God’s promise to bring not only good, but salvation, out 

of a very demanding crisis of social, moral, and faith understandings. 

 

So I think it is important for Salem to hear and think about this possibility of new beginnings or 

opportunities that come out of crisis as we not only begin the Advent season once again, but as our 

congregation’s elected leaders are challenged with the task of putting together a reasonable yet faithful 

budget for 2017.  

 

As often happens in times of transition, (a time that some view as a crisis,) is that some people 

become frightened or apathetic. Regardless, attendance decreases, which in turn, also means that 

financial support decreases. Salem’s leaders have done an outstanding job of managing these reduced 

resources while at the same time still continuing the beautiful focus for mission to which God has 

called this congregation here in this place.  

 

But as they look to 2017 it’s difficult to gauge whether or not the attendance, participation, and 

financial resources will once again rise to the generous levels that can support the staffing levels that 

Salem has enjoyed in the past. Or should they - do all of us - need to consider other options that might 

shock and surprise us, but which will be more in keeping with this reduced level of participation and 

financial support? 

 

(continued on page 3) 

 



(A Crisis of Opportunity - continued from page 2) 

 

 

PLEASE don’t misunderstand me! I’m not suggesting that Salem pull back or reduce mission 

in any way!! What I am suggesting is that it is our responsibility to help our leaders make sound and 

responsible recommendations.  

 

It is our responsibility to be praying about all of this and to become even more aware and more 

open to opportunities of generosity in the days to come. For instance, as is already happening in terms 

of time and talents, many have stepped up to fill the void of leadership positions in areas such as Fare 

for All, Community Meals, etc., which have previously been managed or facilitated by staff. And 

while this has been life-giving, more opportunities exist to help in this way, such as with Adult Forum 

planning, visitation, etc.  

 

In addition to this increased generosity of time and talents, an increase of financial support 

would be a beautiful vote of confidence about what is happening and what can happen in the future. 

For instance, if resources were available before the end of 2016 that would enable Salem to repay the 

amount borrowed from the working Capital Reserve Fund to date, ($11,500) and still meet the 

financial commitments and needs for the conclusion of this fiscal year, that would speak volumes to 

those charged with presenting a balanced budget as to what all of us see as the direction for mission 

and ministry in 2017. This would send a clear message of confidence and hope to a candidate 

considering call here at Salem. And it would definitely send a clear and positive message to those who 

must wrestle with the delicate questions of what is faithful as well as responsible and prudent in light 

of our current situation. 

 

Salem Lutheran is experiencing a crisis of opportunity. This is not a “woe is me!” situation, but 

simply an opportunity to step back and recall what has brought us to this point. It’s an opportunity to 

examine the challenges and struggles of the moment and then determine how to best use these 

challenges as opportunities to move forward.  

 

The good news is that we are not in this alone. Just as Mohr and Gruber worked together – just 

as Joseph and Mary worked together and trusted in God’s leading - together we not only can, but will, 

meet these challenges with God’s help!.  

 

So as we wait in this Advent season, let us also be bold! Let us see this crisis as simply another 

opportunity to reflect God’s glory and help us in our mission of Making Jesus Known. 

 

Peace! Pastor Marlene Elmstrom 

 

 

P.S. You will be given a special opportunity to share in making this message of abundance and 

confidence real at worship on Sunday, December 11, when many talented musicians lead us in the 

annual choral worship service, ‘And Yonder Breaks…A NEW and  GLORIOUS MORN.’  Offering 

baskets will be at the doors as you leave, ready to receive your generous contributions over and above 

the regular Sunday offering taken during the service. THANK YOU in advance for sharing in this 

crisis of opportunity!  

  

 



 

Mission Sunday, December 4, in the Great Hall  

 

The first Sunday of the month is designated for 

mission groups to use the Great Hall for their 

exhibits and/or fundraising endeavors. Come in and 

visit with the groups – Mitten Tree, Santa Lucia, 

Orongo Widows and Orphans Project in Kenya, 

Equal exchange coffee, tea and cocoa for sale.  

Enjoy coffee and cookies.   
 

Please sign up with the church office (252-1625) to 

reserve a table for Mission Sunday 

 
Sunday Nights at Salem  
 

Gatherings are 6:00pm on 

Sunday nights.  This 

ministry is a place for young 

adults to experience worship, 

teaching, and community in 

a way that meets the unique 

needs of college students and young adults; 

however, everyone is welcome!  For more 

information, check out our Facebook page, Sunday 

Night At Salem.  

 
World Hunger Offering 
 

Each year, Salem gives money to help alleviate 

hunger around the world.  As of November 15, 

$11,082.66   has been given for World Hunger.  

Check the World Hunger thermometer gauge in the 

hallway. To donate, make checks payable to Salem 

and put “World Hunger” in the memo line.  
 

Watch the “growth” of the giving as, following the 

seasons, colored seeds are added to represent the 

giving  –  January & February: black for soil; 

March: white for roots of the plant; April: black for 

earth; May – September: green for growth; October 

– December: gold/yellow for fruit. 

 
Wednesday Meals in Great Hall 6-6:30pm. All 

are welcome. Cost is $3. 

 

 

Salvation Army Giving Tree  
 

The Giving Tree for the Salvation Army is 

in the Gathering Area.  Pick a name for a 

gift for a needy child for Christmas and 

return to the church office. Do not wrap 

the gifts. If you have questions, please 

contact Ann Olson 253-3905. 

 

 
Be a part of a Salem choir!  Come and join us.  

 

Sanctuary Choir (Traditional Adult Choir): 

rehearses Wednesday, 6:15pm, meet in the 

Sanctuary. 
 

Praise Team (Contemporary Adult Choir): 
Praise Team rehearses Wednesdays at 7:45pm in 

the upstairs choir room and Sundays at 9:30am. 
 

Meeting in lower level bell room on Wednesday: 
 

Rockin' Ringers Handbell choir (Grades 3-6) 
rehearsal 5-5:45pm 
 

Heavenly Metal Handbell choir (Grades 7-12) 

rehearsal 5:45-6:30pm  
 

Hallelujah Handbells (Adult Handbell Choir) 
rehearsals 6:30-8:00pm  
 

 

Bibles for Every Baptized Child  
 

On Sunday, January 8, we celebrate the baptism of our 

Lord.  Those who were baptized in 2016 will be 

invited to worship to receive the Beginner’s Bible. 

At Salem we want to do all we can to assist parents in 

the mission of leading, guiding, and equipping 

children and youth to be disciples of Jesus Christ.   

 

  Elijah Branchaud    Brooks Pierson 

  Charles Czech     Owen Ronning 

  Jaide Kowalzek     Olivia Schaa 

  Charlie Midas     Penelope Swanson 

  Riley Midas      Nicholas Zasoski 
 

 

THANK YOU to everyone who has completed a Time and Talent survey. It's great to know so many of you 

are willing and able to share your gifts of time and energy with our community and to serve the mission here 

at Salem Lutheran Church. We celebrate your gifts, and give thanks to God for all our blessings.  

Gratefully, Deb Anderson, Stewardship team 

 



 

Prayer Shawl Ministry… 
 

Holiday Mitten Tree   

in the Gathering 

Area 
 

The Hooks and 

Needles Prayer Shawl 

Group is hoping to 

make this winter a 

little warmer for 

someone in need.   

 

We are knitting and 

crocheting mittens, 

hats and scarves that 

will be donated to the 

Salvation Army.   

 

We are asking for the 

congregation’s help in 

reaching our goal and 

invite you to add new purchased or homemade 

mittens, hats and scarves to our tree.   

 

Thank you for helping us make this a brighter, 

warmer holiday for someone in need.  

 

“Hooks & Needles Prayer Shawl Group” meets 

at church every Thursday from 1-3:00pm.  Come 

when you can.  Questions, please contact Bonnie 

Bush at 320-281-3043. 

 

Prayer Shawl Reminder… 

 

If you know of someone who could benefit from the 

comfort of a prayer shawl, please stop by the church 

office to pick one out for them.   

 

Gift bags and tissue are available for you to use as 

well.  See our display in the Gathering Area by the 

Great Hall. 

 

While our time together creating the shawls is a 

wonderful time of fellowship for us, the best part is 

knowing that our shawls are providing comfort to 

someone going through an illness or difficult time. 

2016 YEAR END GIFTS -  Year-end gifts to 

Salem need to be postmarked no later than Dec. 

31, 2016 to be credited to your 2016 giving.  For 

those with offering envelopes, please use your 

envelopes when making donations or put the 

envelope number on your check to aid the 

counters.  Make checks payable to Salem and 

designate where your year-end gift should go.   

 
Salem's Kids Sunday School 
 

We welcome ALL children, preschool-6th grade, 

to join us each Sunday from 9:30-10:30pm in the 

Salem's Kids Clubhouse! 
 

Parents, a coffee lounge is available for you to 

relax and chat with other parents during this 

time. You are also more than welcome to join 

our Volunteer Team and help us make each week 

meaningful for all of Salem's Kids!  Contact Jodi 

at salemskids@gmail.com.  

 
Welcome to Circle Bible Study 
 

All are welcome to visit or to become a regular 

member of either Hannah Circle or Lydia Circle. 

Hannah Circle meets at Salem the third Tuesday of 

each month at 1:00pm. Lydia Circle meets at Salem 

on the third Wednesday of each month at 9:30am.  

 
Adult Bible Study  “Living the Lectionary” – 

Wednesdays at 12 noon and 5:00pm (meet in 

main floor Conference Room).  Join us as we 

ponder how the texts for the coming Sunday impact 

our lives all week long. (See bulletin for next 

week’s text.) 

 
 

Salem Annual Meeting Notification 

Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017, at 11:45am 
  

 The Church Council has set the Annual Meeting  

  of Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church at  

 11:45am, Sunday, Jan. 29.  The agenda includes: 

  the election of Council members, Foundation  

  Board, Nominating Committee members and  

  Synod Assembly delegates; approval of the 2017  

  budget.  

 

 

mailto:salemskids@gmail.com


 

“All Anew” 

WOMEN OF THE ELCA 

Tenth Triennial Gathering 

July 13-16, 2017 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 

   

Nobel Prize winner and peace activist, Leymah 

Gbowee, will be a keynote speaker at the Tenth 

Triennial WELCA Gathering. ELCA Bishop 

Elizabeth Eaton will also address the Gathering of 

Women of the ELCA from throughout the nation.  

 

The convention Bible study will be led by Pastor 

Meta Herrick Carlson, pastor of Zion Lutheran 

Church in Minneapolis. 

 

The convention opens on Thursday, July 13, with a 

Service of Holy Communion and closes on Sunday 

with a midday prayer service and installation of 

newly-elected officers and board members. 

 

There will be opportunities to hear inspiring 

speakers, participate in worship and praise, and 

learn by attending workshops, viewing films and 

engaging in servant events.  

 

The exhibit hall will provide a place to gather, shop 

and connect. There will be special events for 

women in their 20s and 30s that include eating 

chocolate and opportunities to run it off later. 

 

Check out all the opportunities on the WELCA 

Triennial webpage www.welcatg.org. 

 

Early bird registration fee is $310 and after January 

6, the fee increases to $350. Registration for one 

day only is $175.   

 

Great River Conference of WELCA has a 

scholarship fund to assist first time attendees to a 

Triennial. See Pauline Bratt for a scholarship 

application and/or a Triennial application.  

 

Plans are being made to provide van transportation 

service to the hotels on Thursday and return to  

St. Cloud on Sunday. 

 

 

New Book in Salem Library  
 

Out to Sea: A Parents’ Survival 

Guide to the Freshman Voyage 

by Salem member Kelly Radi.  

We are happy to add this book 

to our collection.   

 

The book has great reviews and 

is both practical and engaging.  

Included is advice on sending a 

child away to college – there is 

no other book in our library 

like this one specifically for parents.  

 

Some of the practical tips include:  packing – with 

handy checklists, staying connected, money matters, 

roommate relations, and academic expectations.   

 

Also included are ideas of what can be included in 

care packages sent to students.  One is called a 

“Basket of Sunshine.”  The theme is simple:  

yellow.  Buy anything yellow or package anything 

in yellow wrapping.  Examples include:  lemon 

drops, juicy fruit gum, lemonade mix, peanut M & 

M’s, among other things.   

 

Mike Connolly, Dean of Students at St. John’s 

University, writes in his review:  “A helpful read for 

a parent sending a student off to college.  The 

analogies and practical tips are helpful and 

presented in a thoughtful checklist manner.” 

 

Other new titles at our library are by Irene Hannon.  

Come visit our library.  We also have a cart with 

books about Martin Luther on it – books for both 

adults and children. 

 
  Thank you  u 

 

I would like to thank the people at Salem for the 

cards and many prayers that were sent to me 

recently during my hospitalization and stay at St. 

Benedicts.  We are grateful for our Salem family.  

   – John Schiel 

 

http://www.welcatg.org/


 

Fare For All Food 

Distribution at Salem 

1
st
 Monday of Every 

Month (unless it is a 

holiday & then it is 

the 2
nd

 Monday) 

 

Stretch your family’s 

grocery budget by 

saving up to 40% on 

healthy food staples 

such as fruits, 

vegetables and frozen 

meats.   

 

Fare For All is for everyone -  no income 

qualifications – and accepts cash, credit, debit, and 

EBT cards. There is no need to register in advance.  

Simply show up on Monday, Dec. 5, between 3:30 

to 5:30pm to pick up your groceries.   

 

The following packages are available: 
 

Produce Pack $10 – Often contains potatoes, 

onions, carrots, along with additional varieties of 

fresh fruits and vegetables. 
 

Mini Meat Pack $11 – Includes a variety of 3-4 

frozen meat items, such as: turkey, beef, chicken or 

fish.  This pack is most often pork free. 
 

Combo Pack $20 –  Save an extra $1 by combining 

the Produce Pack and the Mini Meat Pack. 
 

Mega Meat Pack $25 – Includes a variety of 7-8 

frozen meat items, such as: beef, chicken, fish, pork 

or turkey. 

 

Special December Holiday Package for $30: 6-8lb 

spiral cut ham, 5.5lb whole chicken, chicken strips, 

2 ground beef; 2 mixed vegetables, apple pie. 

 

Wendy Shaler is the new volunteer coordinator 

for Fare For All Food.  There has been a great 

team of volunteers, but sometimes it is not known if 

there will be enough volunteers until the day of Fare 

For All. To ensure that there are enough volunteers 

each time, there will be a sign up in the Gathering 

Area on two consecutive Sundays before each date.  

There is a need for 20 to 25 volunteers.  Volunteer 

time is from 3:00pm to 5:30pm.  For more detail 

concerning volunteering, contact Wendy.  Her 

phone number is listed on the sign-up sheet.  

Sunday Announcement Reminder: 
announcements projected on the screen during 

prelude time need to be submitted not only to Viv in 

the church office but also to Eric 

(eric@salemstcloud.org) and Pastor Marlene 

(marlene@salemstcloud.org). [Or put a copy in 

each of our mailboxes.] Thanks!   

 
   Salem’s Book Club    

 

Salem’s Tuesday 12 Noon Book Club provides 

readers an hour-long opportunity each month on the 

second Tuesday to discuss books, mostly fiction, 

with other readers.   

 

We will meet at the home of Ione and Marv Pearson 

on Tuesday, December 13, to discuss Alexander 

McCall Smith’s Tea Time for the Traditionally 

Built.   Bring a wrapped book (used is fine) for the 

book exchange and an appetizer or sweets to share.  

To carpool, meet at Salem at 11:45am. 

 

Upcoming books:  January Tallgrass by Sandra 

Dallas; February The Boys in the Boat by Daniel 

James Brown. 

 
Sunday Adult Forums 
 

HELP, please! Your help is needed in keeping adult 

forums the enriching and informative times they 

have become here at Salem. So if this is an area that 

touches your heart and speaks to your creative and 

interactive gifts, please speak with Pastor Marlene 

as soon as possible so that this important ministry 

and witness can continue in January without 

interruption!  Thank you.  

 

 

Church Staff 
 

Interim Senior Pastor     Pastor Marlene Elmstrom     

Administrative Assistant                       Viv Kloskin 

Youth Ministries                                     Eric Blake  

Sunday School Coordinator                 Jodi Burling  

Music Coordinator                          Scott Campbell 

Sanctuary Choir &10:30 Worship Music 

                                                       Tom Speckhard                                                            
Handbell Choirs                                     Lori Potter 

Property Manager                             Earl Kothman 

Custodian                                      Eddy Setterholm  

mailto:marlene@salemstcloud.org


 

Birthdays Jan. 1 – Feb. 28  
Chelsea Haley    1/1 

Paxton Swanson   1/1 

Stephen White    1/1 

Nate Wyant     1/1 

Connie Logeman   1/2 

Levi Blake     1/3 

Micah Blake    1/3 

Adesyn O'Bando   1/3 

Bailey Olson    1/3 

Gary Thompson   1/4 

Sandra Meier    1/5 

Glenn Street    1/5 

Brian Trost     1/5 

Sarah Theisen    1/6 

Bernice Moll    1/7 

Jodi Burling     1/8 

Emily Fischer    1/9 

Colleen Schafer   1/9 

Dwight Gilyard   1/10 

Ann Olson     1/11 

Hannah Tilstra    1/11 

Emily Illies     1/12 

Lois Cederholm   1/13 

Patrick O'Brien    1/13 

Dale Voss     1/13 

Dennis Weslander   1/13 

Bonnie Skillrud   1/14 

Kellan Rogholt    1/16 

Corey Koenig    1/17 

Barbara Nelson    1/17 

Becky Graue    1/18 

Joel Ampe     1/19 

Delores Busse    1/19 

Brandy Wyant    1/20 

Penelope Swanson   1/22 

Larry Logeman    1/23 

Jean McRae     1/23 

Tiffany Pierskalla   1/23 

Debbie Backus    1/24 

Sari Kroschel    1/24 

Barb Reese     1/25 

Dylan Trost     1/25 

Keith Asplund    1/26 

John Ninnemann   1/27 

Camden Hauge    1/28 

Emily Lafountaine   1/29 

Jody Illies     1/30 

Mabel Jarboe    1/31 

Randy Koester    1/31 

Wyatt Nyquist    1/31 

Sabrina Sturm    1/31 

Sara Swanson    1/31 

Karl Fischer     2/1 

Kent Dahlquist    2/2 

Phillip Sundquist   2/2 

Michael Zellgert   2/2 

Virginia Armour   2/3 

Vicki Davis     2/3 

Kari Koester    2/3 

Therese Melrose   2/3 

Lana Felderman   2/4 

Cynthia Philavong   2/4 

Chris Wallace    2/4 

Matt Wallace    2/4 

JoAnn Brown    2/5 

Breanna Leeb    2/7 

Audrey V. Anderson  2/8 

Ethan Martin    2/8 

Joan West     2/9 

Linnea Epsky    2/10 

Loren Viere     2/10 

Walter Wilson   2/11 

Brett Gans     2/12 

Emilee Jasmer   2/12 

Dale Koester    2/12 

Erik Swanson    2/12 

Zachary Swanson   2/12 

Robin Hobday    2/13 

Carl Shobe     2/13 

Emmaleigh Kinnear  2/14 

Julie Thompson   2/14 

George Torrey    2/14 

Cathy Wilhelm    2/14 

Craig Wolford    2/14 

Ali Wymore    2/14 

Evan Kinnear    2/15 

Eleanor Mcmillan   2/15 

Susan Farag     2/16 

Frank Loncorich   2/16 

Rylan Kinnear    2/17 

Carol White       2/17 

Kermit Gilyard      2/18 

Delores Sawyer     2/18 

Deb Anderson      2/19 

Ann Marie Johnson    2/19 

Brandon Kraemer     2/19 

Brian Lardy       2/19 

Sandy Longwell        2/19 

Tim Anderson      2/20 

Stephen Behrenbrinker 2/20 

Mark Moberg      2/21 

Cheyanne Nyquist     2/21 

June Wilson       2/22 

Jeanette DeLong     2/23 

Julie Trost       2/23 

Kate White         2/23 

Sande Cornelius         2/24 

Rodney Kozak      2/24 

Lisa Krosko       2/24 

Theodore Lundholm    2/24 

Linda Sandin        2/25 

Elizabeth Zasoski     2/25 

Quinn Pierskalla    2/26 

Mason Wymore     2/26 

Scott Campbell     2/27 

Marcy Illies       2/27 

Emilee Logeman    2/28 

 

 

Lutheran World Relief School Bag Kits  
 

 Praise the Lord!  Salem people provided everything needed to assemble and ship 517 LWR school bag kits.  

The trackers on last year’s school bags report some of them going to Burkina Faso and the Republic of Georgia.  

It will be fun to see where this year’s bags go.   
 

 Thank you to everyone who provided all the items.  Special thanks to those who made or purchased large 

numbers of items.  They include Ann Olson who sewed 100 bags which her granddaughters filled after raising 

the funds for items, Pamm Minden and grandsons, David and Jane Lietzman, Paula and Ethlyn Gadway, and 

Nancy Street.   
 

        Thank you to the ladies who answer the Salem phone and who removed the wrapping from erasers, 

scissors, and pencil sharpeners and who bundled pens and pencils in groups of 5 so they were ready to pack.   

Thank you to the team of 8 who helped set up the items for packing.  A very special thanks to the over 35 

people who came to assemble the kits and to Ann Olson, Bonnie Skillrud and Julie Johnson who delivered the 

bags to the warehouse.  
   

 And a very special thank you to all who gave money toward the project for items and shipping, especially the 

Salem Foundation.   
  

 Many will be greatly blessed by your generosity.  Co-chairs, Pam Lundholm and Joyce Wilson 

 



 
 

 

 

Sr High Winter Retreat- Jan 13-16 
We’ll leave at 6pm on Fri to Camp Lebanon and 
return on Mon by 3pm. Cost $75. We’ll have a ton 
of games, PHENOMENAL food, BROOMBALL, LOTS of 
free time to hang out, and time to dig deep and 
grow closer to God. Plan to join us! (Don’t let $ 
hold you back from coming, full and partial 
scholarships are available!) Bring your friends and 
come ready to go deep and be challenged in your 
faith. 

 
 

There is no Youth Group or Waywalkers December 21st and 28th  
 

Youth Group and Confirmation will resume on Wed, January 4th 
 

Salem’s Youth Page 

Blob Date 
Change 

 

I want to see YOU 
in action! 

www.salemstcloud.org 

Celebrate Youth 
 

Sunday March 4th.  
Youth will be 

sharing testimonies 
of recent camps and 

Wired will be 
leading music. 

   

(NO Silent Auction 
this year due to some 

generous donations!) 

If you are in sports or 
have concerts leave 
Eric a schedule so he 
can attend! Make sure 
to include times, field 
or room number, and 

a jersey number! 

Youth Announcements 

The date of this 
year’s blob is now 
Feb 22nd. Blob is a 
super cool all-city 
youth event. Stay 
tuned for more 

details! 

 

Youth Room 
OPEN  

 
every Wed night right 
after school! Join us 
for fun, video games, 
music, and a place to 
do your homework and 

eat a good meal for 
only $3. See you 

there! 

 

Quick Calendar View 

Dec 21/28– No Youth 

Group/Waywalkers 
 

Jan 4– Youth Group/Waywalkers 

Resumes 
 

Jan 13-16- Sr High Winter Retreat 
 

Feb 22– Blob All City Youth Night 
 

Mar 5– Celebrate Youth  

           (NO Fundraiser this year) 
 

Apr 29- Youth Rummage Sale 
 

June 11-17 LQ for Sr High 
 

June 24-July 2– Sr High Road Trip  
 

July 23-28 Jr High Twelvestone Camp 

 

 

 

 



 

Salem’s 68
th

 Annual St. Lucia Festival of Lights Celebration  

Saturday, Dec. 10, at 7:00am  
 

The public is invited to join in the festivities to celebrate and learn about the legend of 

Santa Lucia as the symbol of light and hope to humanity as well as see the 2016 Lucia 

enter the sanctuary wearing a white gown and glowing crown of candles — a tradition 

of young Lucias for six decades before her. They will also meet King Knut, Lucia’s 

escort, and learn about his Scandinavian heritage.  

 

Speakers are Jane and Karla Leitzman.  Following the short program, all guests are 

invited to a Swedish breakfast of traditional sweets, potato sausage, oranges and 

coffee. There is no charge to attend, but a free will donation is accepted. An array of 

Swedish products and treats will also be available for purchase. Details: 

http://salemstcloud.org.  

 

We would love to have you come and volunteer, bake goodies, or enjoy this beautiful service. It takes a lot of 

volunteers to make this a success, please consider signing up to help on this long tradition at Salem.  

Opportunities are listed in the black Welcome Book. 

 

Sign up on Mission Sunday, Dec. 4, or by email to Julie Johnson jjfarm65@gmail.com, or call 248-5245.  Dates 

to remember: Wednesday,  Dec. 7, cookie baking, 3-5pm; Friday, Dec. 9: 9:00am table decorating,  1-4pm 

cookie tray setup; Saturday,  Dec. 10, 7:00am Santa Lucia.    

 

mailto:jjfarm65@gmail.com

