
Salem Lutheran Church Council Meeting 
Thursday, June 15, 2017; 7:00 – 8:30pm 

 
Minutes (approved 7/20/17) 

 
Call to Order  
President Emily Fischer called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM  
 
   Present:      Absent: 
  Emily Fischer – President     Jerry Nelson    
  Bruce Johnson – Vice President    Roberta Schiel    
  Steve Behrenbrinker - Treasurer    Susan Douma    
  Holly Palmersten - Secretary       
  Deb Anderson         
  Doug Miller 
  Janet Tilstra        
  Linda Carr 
  April Leeb 
  Pastor Marlene Elmstrom 
 
 
Devotion and Opening Prayer 
Pastor Marlene read from The Message version of Romans 5. It reminded us that Jesus died for us even while we 
had nothing to give. Even though the news in the world has been grim lately, the Good News is that Jesus died for 
all of us while we are still sinners. 
 
Approval of agenda 
Bruce moved to approve the agenda. Steve seconded. Emily added Anna Marie’s Stickers to New Business and 
Pastor Marlene added AA Request under New Business. Bruce moved to approve the amended agenda. Pastor 
Marlene seconded. Motion carries. 
 
Approval of minutes of May 18 
Steve moved to approve the May minutes. Deb seconded. After some suggestions, the motion carried to approve 
the amended minutes. 
 
Approval of Consent Agenda 
Pastor Marlene motioned to approve the consent agenda. Bruce seconded. All approve. 
 
Reports  
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Marlene reported that things have been slowing down now that it’s summer. The Synod 
Assembly went wonderfully and it was a year where there wasn’t much to discuss or report. However, there were 
lots of things to celebrate. Pastor Marlene is looking forward to some vacation time. 
 
Interim Administrator Report:  Eric Blake was absent but Emily reported that there was nothing much to report for 
the Interim Administrator. Eric will be focusing his attention mostly on youth ministry stuff for the summer.   
 
Financial Report: Steve Behrenbrinker shared great news about our financials. Income in May was $2,450 higher 
than May of last year. Salem’s income from January through May of this year was $9,600 higher than that time 
last year. The Hope for the Future revenue is at $6,309.18 which is over 12% of what was budgeted. Currently our 
mortgage is at $184,210 and as of December 2016 it was at $216,922.97. This is all exciting news. 
 
Committee Reports 
Executive Committee: The committee minutes were approved before the meeting so that they could be reported 
during council. Some highlights were discussion about Hope for the Future including Celebrate Summer at Salem 
and Fireworks, Floats, and Friends. 
Personnel Committee: Emily reported that the job descriptions they’ve been crafting are almost finished. They 
have met with each staff member and compiled a current job description for each. 
Stewardship Committee: Nothing to report. 



Property Committee: Doug reported that Kevin Johnson received a bid for the fire suppression system. They also 
discussed the chimney and what to do about the tuck pointing. There was talk of simply removing it altogether. 
Kevin will get a bid on how much it will cost to remove by the next council meeting. 
Nominating Committee: Nothing to report. 
Foundation: The Foundation Committee met and worked on rewriting grant forms. They have also been working 
on drafting their budget, which is a month ahead of schedule. 
Call Committee: The committee has received four names and given two candidates interviews. Two of the 
candidates were beyond the level of experience that Salem is looking for. The call process is moving along well. 
 
Old Business 
Sr Pastor Call Process. The process was outlined in the Call Committee report above. 
Hope for the Future. Council discussed roles for the Celebrate Summer at Salem event. The event will take place 
Saturday, August 12th and will include a potluck dinner, games, fellowship, and a Contemporary worship service. 
There will be no 10:30 service the next day. The worship service will take place at 6:30pm and dinner and games 
will take place prior. 
 
New Business 
Anna Marie’s Stickers. Joan West has graciously donated some informative stickers from Anna Marie’s and was 
wondering if we could stick them on mirrors around the church. Emily moved that we add the Anna Marie’s 
stickers to the bathroom mirrors. Bruce seconded. Motion carries. 
AA Request. Pastor Marlene explained that Alcoholics Anonymous will be having a meeting at Salem on 
Saturday, August 5th. They requested being able to use the great hall for their meeting and to serve a meal. There 
will be no security on duty at that time, which is why it was brought to council for approval. It was noted that 
there have been no problems with this group in the past. Bruce moved to approve their request. Steve seconded. 
Motion carries. 
 
Adjournment and Closing Prayer 
Bruce moves to adjourn. Pastor Marlene seconded. Bruce rescinds the motion for discussion and reminder about 
Fireworks, Floats, and Friends at Steve’s House. Bruce moves to adjourn a second time. Deb seconds the motion. 
Bruce again rescinds his motion for discussion about the noisy offering. Steve makes a motion that the noisy 
offering be made quarterly. Linda seconds. The suggestion was made that instead the offering be taken once a 
month. Janet amends the motion to state that we take the offering once a month instead. Majority approves. Two 
oppose. Motion carries. A noisy offering for Hope for the Future will be taken the second weekend of every 
month. Emily motions to adjourn. Janet seconds. Motion passes without objection.  The meeting adjourned at 8:26 
PM and concluded with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Holly Palmersten 
Salem Council Secretary 
 

 

 


