
Salem Lutheran Church Council Meeting 
Thursday, May 17, 2018 

 
Minutes (approved 6/22/18) 

 
Call to Order  
President Emily Fischer called the meeting to order at 7:01 PM.  
 
 Present:      Absent:
 Emily Fischer, President     Bruce Johnson, Vice-President
 Holly Palmersten, Secretary    Mert Thompson 
         Steve Behrenbrinker, Treasurer    Janet Tilstra 
 April Leeb 
 Carol Voss 
 Roberta Schiel  
 Linda Carr 
 Susan Douma 
 Stefan Freeman 
 Pastor Tim Routh 
 
Devotion and Opening Prayer 
 
Welcome Guests  
 
Approval of agenda 
Linda moved to approve the agenda. Steve seconded. Agenda approved without objection. 
 
Approval of minutes of April 19  
Susan moved and April seconded the approval of the April minutes. After one correction, the motion passed.  
 
Approval of Consent Agenda 
Stefan moved and Steve seconded the approval of the consent agenda. Motion passed without objection. 
 
Reports  
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Tim shared his gratitude for those that have been leaders and teachers in our ministries 
over this past school year. He also shared that the first meeting for Stewardship in All Seasons will take place at 
Salem on Thursday May 31. This meeting will include other churches in the area that are also active in the 
stewardship campaign. Pastor Tim also mentioned that one of the refrigerators in the kitchen went out this last 
week. Luckily we were able to purchase a replacement and have it delivered and installed quickly. 
 
Administrator Report: Eric’s report shared that he is continuing the process of re-looking at security. He recently 
attended a training on front desk safety and is also looking into other recommendations made by the police, 
insurance agency and other trainings he’s attended. In addition, he’s also been looking into new and safer door 
locks for Salem. He also shared excitement about new summer intern Sara Johnson, who began her internship this 
past week. 

Financial Report April 2018: Steve Behrenbrinker shared that April had 5 Sundays and income was $53,915.22 
which was $300 higher than April of last year. We are currently $1,000 higher from Jan-Apr this year than last 
year at that time. However, it was noted that if giving patterns remain consistent, we are estimated to be $15,000 
short of where our budget should be. It was also shared that the Organ Fund has hit their goal and received all of 
their funding. Work will begin on the organ on July 1. 
 
Committee Reports 
Executive Committee: Emily referred the Council to the Executive Committee minutes provided. 
 
Personnel Committee: Emily reported that the Committee has not met recently. However, they are very close to 
finalizing job descriptions. 
 
Stewardship Committee: There was nothing new to report other than the excitement about the Stewardship in All 
Seasons campaign and the meeting taking place on May 31st. 



 
Property Committee: There was nothing new to report. 
 
Nominating Committee: Susan reported that the Committee will be meeting soon to elect a chairperson and to plan 
ahead for what needs to be done this fall. 
 
Foundation: It was reported that this coming Sunday will be Senior Recognition Day for our graduating high 
school seniors. There will be acknowledgement of those graduating and distribution of scholarships. The 
Foundation also plans to distribute dedicated funds this month. 
 
New Business  
July Council Meeting. It has been past practice to not hold a Council meeting in July because of summer vacation. 
However, the past couple of years there has been one due to pressing agenda items. It was decided that a July 
Council meeting will be scheduled. If in June it is decided that there’s no longer a need for a July meeting, then it 
will be cancelled. 
Coffee with the Council. Last year Council held an informal gathering to share coffee and church updates with 
congregation members. It was decided to hold another Coffee with the Council event because of the previous 
success of this event. Pastor Tim motioned to approve the Coffee with the Council event for Sunday, July 8th. 
Linda seconded. The motion passed. 
Celebrate Summer at Salem. Last year there was held a Celebrate Summer at Salem event that included a potluck 
dinner and worship on Saturday night. The event took place to celebrate Salem and its many ministries. We wish 
to hold another Celebrate Summer at Salem event this year. Proposed dates will be brought to the worship team 
before deciding on a time. Several options (such as hosting the event outside at a local park) were proposed and 
discussed. It will be looked into further and discussed more during next month’s meeting. 
Neighborhood Development. There has been discussion about development in the neighborhood and Salem wishes 
to protect our property line and parking lot boundaries throughout the future development process. For this reason, 
we’ve decided to enter into a pro bono arrangement with an attorney in order to protect our church. 
Constitution Review. The ELCA synod has encouraged all churches to review their current Constitution and 
update in ordinance with the ELCA’s Constitution. A member from Council will work with the Pastor to review 
the document. The updated Constitution will be brought to the Annual Meeting to be voted upon and approved by 
the congregation. 
 
Adjournment and Closing Prayer 
April moved to adjourn the meeting. Pastor Tim seconded. Motion passed without objection. The meeting 
adjourned at 8:02 PM and concluded with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Holly Palmersten 
Salem Council Secretary 
 

 

 


