
 

10:30 Communion Service Palm Sunday, April 2, 2023 
 

                                         seeking: Where are you headed?  
Prelude      “Welcome” 
 

Welcome & Greet & Sharing of the Peace 
 

Opening Litany  

L: Where is he going?   

C: Isn’t he from Nazareth?   

L: Can anything good come from Nazareth?   

C: Is he headed to Jerusalem?   

L: Do you think Jerusalem is safe?   

C: Does he know that Pilate is here?   

L: Where is he going?   

C: Does he know the city is dangerous?   

L: Does he see the Pharisees watching?   

C: Is this the one we’ve been waiting for?   

L: Could this be the Messiah?   

C: Where is he going?   

L: The crowds are singing, “Hosanna!”  

C: Should I lay down my cloak?   

L: Is this the beginning of the end?   

C: Should we follow?   

L: Should we watch?   

C: Should we sing, “Hosanna"”?   

L: Stay awake!  He’s on the move.   

C: Where is he going?   

L: Listen.   

C: Where is he going?   

L: Watch.   

C: Where is he going?   

L: Stay close.   

C: Where is he going?   

L: Sing, “Hosanna.”  

All voices: Hosanna! Amen.   
 

As we read  through the story from Matthew 21, we will pause to admit the places where we so often and so 

easily could change the narrative.   
 

Confession in Sacred Story  

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two  disciples, saying 

to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied  there, with her colt by her. 

Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and he will send 

them right away.”  

God, forgive us for the times when we do not trust your word and do not follow where you  lead. We long 

to be the ones who can go into the village ahead of you. Forgive us when we  play it safe.   

This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: “Say to Daughter Zion, ‘See, your king comes to 

you, gentle and riding on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’”  

God, forgive us for forgetting that you are always coming toward us. You are drawing near,  like a king on 

a donkey. Help us find you in our midst.   
 

 

 



The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. They brought the donkey and the colt and  placed their 

cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road,  while others cut branches 

from the trees and spread them on the road.   

Creator God, forgive us for the moments when we choose greed over generosity, or when we choose our 

self-image over our loyalty to you. Give us the courage to be unabashed in  our faith. Give us the strength 

to throw our coats on the road.   
 

The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” “Blessed is 

he who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Hosanna in the highest heaven!”  

Son of David, give us the conviction to shout your name from the rooftop. Give us the wisdom to sing, 

“Hosanna!”   Save us! 
 

When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?” The crowds answered, “This 

is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.”  

With hope in our hearts we pray to you, Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee. Amen.   
 

Words of Forgiveness  

Family of faith, there will be days when we withhold our praise.  There will be days when we dare not follow.   

There will be days when we ignore God’s call, when we choose comfort over courage, and ourselves over 

others. But even on those days, even on our worst days, we belong to God.  Hear and believe the good news of 

the gospel:  Nothing can separate us from God’s love. We are loved, forgiven, and sent out to serve.  

Hosanna! Save us! Amen.   

 

Gathering Songs:   1) “How Great Is Our God”; 2)  “Jesus Messiah” 
 

Anthem                 “The Wondrous Cross”             Helman                           Hallelujah Handbells 
 

Gospel Song  “King Of Glory” 
 

Gospel Reading John 12:12-23 & Sermon       Pastor Kirsten Nelson Roenfeldt 
 

Affirmation of Faith  

We believe in a God who walks headfirst into the world’s suffering, who lights a candle in the darkest 

night, who pulls back the curtain so we can see the stars.  We believe in a God who does not shy away from 

the truth, who is bold in seeking justice, and humble in taking power.  We believe in a God who sees our 

hurt and wraps love around it, cocooning us in hope, tethering us to one another.  We believe in a God who 

is always carrying us from the pain of the world into the hope of a new day. That is where God is 

headed.  That is where we follow.  May it be so.  Amen.   
 

Prayers            
 

Offering ” Let Everything (Praise The Lord)” 
                                                             

Holy Communion    
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Communion Song   “Revelation Song” 
 

Announcements 
 

Blessing 
 

Sending Song     “Do Something Beautiful”  
 

Dismissal  L:  Go in peace. Serve in love. C:  Thanks be to God. 

 


